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PREFACE. 

X  HE  following  Letters  will  be  found  to  me- 
rit the  Attention  of  the  Public,  as  they  contain 
the  mod  authentic  Information  of  the  political 
Views  of  each  Country,  and  feem  indeed  to 
have  predicted  the  fatal  Cataflrophes  in  the  Eall 
Indies,  arifing  not  only  from  the  Want  of  a  bet- 
ter eflablifhed  Government,  but  alfo  from  the 
various  Peculations  and  Mifcondudl:  of  the  dif- 
ferent Governors,  who  appear  to  have  aded  in- 
dependent of  any  Inflrudions  or  Orders  what- 
ever.  The  various   Charges    now   exhibited 

againfl:  the  late  Governor-General  of  Bengal,  are 
founded  on  Matters  contained  in  thefe  Letters, 
and  claim  Attention  at  this  particular  Crifis. 


^  ^^  ^nk  ^^  n^  ^^  H^  H-^^ 

^4i  ^^  i^H  ^^  3^-6  '^4i  3^^  ^^ 


PREFACE. 


THE  Author  of  this  work,  though 
no  candidate  for  literary  fame,  is 
induced,  by  the  importunities  of  men  diC- 
tinguifhed  for  public  and  private  virtue,  to 
deliver  to  the  public  the  contents  of  a  ge- 
nuine correfpondence.  His  excurfions  into 
foreign  countries  opened  an  immenfe  field 
of  obfervation,  andfometimes  condu6led 
him  to  fources  of  intelligence,  not  often 
acceilible  to  Europeans. 

The  love  of  novelty  and  variety  is  an 

univerfal  pafTion  ;  and  an  account  of  the 

policy  and  arts ;  the  ufages,  cufloms,  and 

A  z  manners 
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manners  of  diftant  or  unfrequented  nati- 
ons, if  related  with  fidelity,  though  un- 
adorned, mull  form  at  all  times  an  inter- 
efting  narrative  to  the  inquifitive  and 
the  learned.  But  in  the  prefent  period  of 
extended  intercourfe,  when  the  rudeft 
tribes  of  mankind  may  be  brought  to  a6l 
in  the  general  fyftem,  the  produdions  of 
every  foil,  the  nature  of  every  climate, 
the  real  charader,  abilities,  and  circum- 
flances  of  everv  people,  command  atten- 
tion from  ftatefmen  and  legiflators,  and 
form  a  neceffary  branch  in  the  fcience  of 
political  oeconomy.  Commerce  has  become 
the  great  fource  of  jealoufy  and  competi- 
tion among  the  powers  of  Europe ;  and 
the  rank  of  each  in  the  political  fcale  muft 
be  eftimated  by  that  flandard.  Great 
Britain,  by  her  commercial  opulence  and 
grandeur,  no  lefs  than  by  the  excellence 
of  her  civil  conftitution,  has  excited,  for 
near  a  century,  the  admiration  of  the 
world.  And  if  fhe  can  no  longer  maintain 
her  importance  in  that  line,  fhe  muft 
refign  her  pre-eminence  among  nations. 
But,  while  her  dominion  declines  in  one 
hemifphere,  it  may  flourifli  in  the  other; 
or  fhe  may  flourifh  in  both  as  a  commercial 
power,  while  fhe  contrads  the  limits  of 
empire. 

The 
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The  revolution  in  our  American  pro- 
vinces, begun  by  the  invidious  exercife  of 
power  over  a  kindred  people,  and  encou- 
raged by  the  mifcondu(fl  of  Britifh  Com- 
manders in  Chief,  has  prefented  to  rival 
powers  a  fplendid  objed  of  ambition. 
But  the  refources  of  the  Britifh  govern-. 
ment,  in  the  commerce  of  the  Eaft,  are 
certainly  immenfe.  And  the  arrangements 
of  Afiatic  policy,  now  under  the  review 
of  the  legillature,  if  conducted  by  fupe- 
rior  wifdom,  may  compenfate,  in  fome 
degree,  the  calamities  of  an  unfortunate 
war,  and  retrieve  the  glory  of  the  Britifh 
name. 

If  great  Britain'*has  foared  to  an  envied 
heighth  of  grandeur,  it  was  not  by  means 
of  armies  marching  triumphantly  over 
hoftile  countries.  Her  diftant  dependen- 
cies, the  great  fource  of  her  wealth  and 
power,  originated  in  a  fpirit  of  commerce 
and  colonization.  In  the  day  of  her 
adverfity,  let  this  nation  r«cur  to  thofe 
maxims,  which  conduded  her  once  to 
profperity  and  glory.  Greater  reuQwn,  as . 
well  as  greater  advantage  is  to  be  acquired 
by  retaining  and  improving,  than  by  ex- 
tending conquefts. 

The  fcene  of  thefe  Travels  lies,  for 
the  moll  part,  in  thofe  countries  of  Afia 

and 
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and  Africa,  whofe  trade,  already  fo  lu- 
crative, might  be  rendered  of  ineftimable 
importance  to  the  revenue  and  wealth  of 
Britain;  nay,  even  the  means  of  relieving 
the  public  from  an  incumbrance  of  debt, 
which  muft  otherwife  foon  become  infup- 
portable.  The  chief  objed  of  their  pub- 
lication is,  to  furnifh  fome  hints  for  the 
eftablifhment  of  fuch  political  arrange- 
ments in  India,  as  may  be  equally  con- 
ducive to  the  interefts  of  that  country 
and  thofe  of  England — To  compofe  the 
diftradions  of  the  Mogul  empire,  by  re- 
iloring  the  king  nf  Delhi  to  his  heredi- 
tary imperial  throne;  by  forming  an  alli- 
ance betv^een  that  prince  and  the  Britifh 
nation,  on  principles  of  mutual  fecurity 
and  advantage ;  and  by  fixing  the  limits, 
and  fettling  the  claim  of  Yubordinate 
ftat^s — To  reflore  to  deferted  lands  their 
exiled  inha' it?nts;  to  ered,  among  a 
much-injured  people,  the  ftandard  of  li- 
berty and  juflice;  whence  improvements 
in  agriculture,  m^anufadures,  and  com- 
merce, would  flow  of  courfe:  toraifethe 
drooping  fpirits  of  the  fad  ryot*  and 
artlfan  to  confidence  and  hope;  torefcue 
milhons  of  mankind  from  flivage  anarchy 

*  Hufbandman. 
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and  oppreflion  ;  and  to  reflorethem  to  the 
enjoyment  of  property,  liberty,  and  life. 

The  remarks  of  the  Author  on  the 
genius  of  different  nations  in  Afia  and 
Africa  i  on  fu  jeCls  of  policy  and  com- 
merce j  on  curiofities  of  art  and  na'ure; 
and  in  general,  on  whatever  occurred  as 
moft  entertaining  or  interefting,  while  he 
fojourned  in  thofe  diilant  quarters  of  the 
globe,  form  the  moft  confideraLle  part  of 
the  following  correfpondence.  But  he 
has  alfo  had  adventures  nearer  home,  and 
thefe  not  a  little  diverfified.  He  has  of 
late  years  been  led  frequently  to  vifit  all 
the  great  commercial  cities  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe:  and,  if  his  communica- 
tions with  trading  companies,  or  with 
men  of  rank  and  fortune,  have  fome- 
times  enabled  him  to  look  behind  the 
fcene  in  public  bufinefs,  thefe  volumes 
may  not  only  ferve  to  gratify,  in  fome 
meafure,  a  general  curiofity,  but  may 
alfo  fuggeft  fome  ufeful  hints  to  princes 
and  ftatefmen. 
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LETTER      L 

To  R W ,  Efq-,  London. 

Antwerp^   \2th  June,  1 777. 
MY    DEAR    FRIEND, 

Y  health,  which  has  conftantly  been  impair- 
ed by  the  air  of  London,  has  as  conftantly 
been  reftored  by  that  of  Holland  :  an  efFetS, 
which  I  fhoLild  hardly  have  attributed  to  the 
climate  or  that  country,  but  rather  to  my  voy- 
age thither,  had  not  my  experience  been  fo 
decifive.  Por,  however  fingular  it  may  appear, 
the  feverifh  fymptoms,  that  accompanied  me 
from  London,  and  difappeared  in  Holland,  re- 
turned, in  all  their  malignity,  in  proportion  as 
1  reiDQved  from  the  moift  and  foggy  atmof- 
phere  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  breathed  the 
purer  iir  of  Brabant.  I  am  now  confined  to 
this  city  by  a  ftate  of  health  fo  languid  and  pre- 
VoL.  I,  ]i  carious. 
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carious,  that  1  know  not  when  it  may  be  prafti- 
cable  for  me  to  purfue  my  journey.  Yet,  in  fuch 
a  valetudinary  iituation,  1  feel  fenfible  fatis- 
fadtion,  nut  only  from  the  hofpitality  and  kind 
attention  of  Governor  Plunketand  Mr.  1  lollier, 
but,  if  poffible,  ftill  more  from  that  entertain- 
ment and  ii'ftrudion  with  v/hich  their  converfa- 
tion  abounds. 

By  this  time,  i'c  is  probable,  you  begin  to  con- 
flrue  my  (ilence  info  negled,  or  perhaps  into 
a  breath  of  pofitive  eng;tgement,  fince  I  led  you 
to  'expe6l  an  eaily  and  regular  correfpondence. 
But  the  mention  of  a  few  particulars  will  ferve, 
1  hope,  to  clear  me  from  all  imputations  of  that 
nature.  Give  me  leave  then  to  oblerve,  that 
from  Holland  I  had  nothing  new  or  interefling 
to  communicate  to  you,  having  formerly,  both 
in  letters  and  in  eonverfation,  exhaufted  my 
remarks  en  that  country.  You  will  alfo  obferve, 
tiiat,  it  being  my  original  intention  either  to 
have  returned  to  Britain,  or  to  have  proceeded 
lo  Paris,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks  ;  a  corref- 
pondence in  thefi  circumftances,  became  lefs 
incumbent,  or  rather  altogether  unneceflary. — 
And,  not  to  trouble  you  with  fuperfiuous  vindi- 
cation, my  hours  o/  Icifure  have  indeed  been  fo 
fully  engaged  in  refearches  into  the  trade  of 
France,  Holland,  Denmark,  and  Portugal  with 
the  Eall  Indies,  that  my  other  ideas  were  al- 
mofl  completely  abforbed  in  thofe  importantob- 
je6ls  of  difcufFion. 

But,  having  been  detained  here  beyond  my 
expectation,  it  is  now  full  time  to  difcharge  the 
duty  of  fiicndfhip.     And  1  gladly  embrace,  while 

yet 
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yet  in  my  power,  an  occafion  of  cultivating  that 
pleafing  infercourfe  and  exchange  of  (entimcntS 
we  have  fo  often  indulged,  but  which  mufl:  foot! 
faffcr  a  long  interruption  by  our  refpeftive  def- 
tinations  to  different  hemifpheres.  My  refi- 
dence  here,  though  in  other  refpefts  involuntary 
and  reludantj  has  indeed  been  attended  with 
one  advantage,  which  a  traveller  would  be  at- 
moft  tempted  to  celebrate.  It  has  furnifhed  me 
with  an  opportunity  of  enquiring  into  the  prefent 
ftate  of  this  antient  city,  once  the  emporium  of 
Europe,  and  ftill  diftinguifhed  by  the  wealth  and 
wife  osconomy  of  its  inhabitants. 

It  is  known  to  all  Europe,  that  the  commerce 
of  Amfterdam  was  founded  on  the  ruin  of  that  of 
Antwerp.  The  policy  of  the  Dutch  operating 
on  the  neceffities  of  Auftrla,  and  the  unlufpici- 
ous  candour  of  England,  formed  and  confirmed 
thofe  famous  treaties  whereby  the  empire  yield- 
ed up  the  port  and  trade  of  this  city  a  facrifice  to 
the  mercantile  views  of  Holland. — The  Scheld  is 
navigable  by  fhips  of  the  largeft  burthen  up  to' 
Antv/erp  :  but  two  forts,  on  oppofite  fides  of 
that  rivel*,  oppofe  the  paflage  of  veffels  above  ai 
limited  burthen,  which  is  very  fmall.  A  report, 
propagated  by  the  cunning  of  the  Dutch,  that 
there  are  five  large  vefiels  funk  in  the  Scheld  be- 
tween thefe  forts,  has  ftrangely  gained  credit, 
not  only  in  countries  at  a  difl:ance  from  that  ri- 
ver, but  in  Brabant  itfelf,  and  even  in  Antwerp. 
It  is  amufing  to  refieft  on  the  eafy  credulity  of 
the  world.  How  much  are  mankind  impofed  on: 
by  vague  reports,  and  the  authority  of  univer- 
fally-received  opinions  1  I  am  well  afiiired  by 
B  2  perfons 
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Perfons  of  the  firft  rank  and  charadler  in  this 
place,  that  in  the  Scheld  there  is  not  one  veflel 
iunk,  nor  any  other  obftrudtion  than  the  trea- 
ties and  torts  1  have  aheady  mentioned,  to  the 
paflage  of  afeventy-four  gun  fiiip  up  to  the  walls 
of  Antwerp,  uhere  a  fpacious  and  fecure  bafon 
is  fortrrcd  for  the  entertainment  of  any  number 
of  fhips  of  any    burthen. 

This  city,-whKh  is  in  circuit  about  four  Eng- 
Ji/h  miles,  is  fortified  all  round,  except  at  the 
river. — In  the  north-weft  quarter  ftands  the  cita- 
del. The  outworks  are  very  extenfive ;  the 
walls  in  good  condition  •,  but  the  ditches  here 
and  there  filling  up.  It  would  require  a  garri- 
fon  of  at  leaft  fifteen  thoufand  men  to  defend  the 
works  with  efFcd.  The  ftreets  and  hpufes,  all 
of  which  are  ipacious,  are  maintained  in  good 
repair,  and  preferve  their  original  cleanlinefs  and 
neatnefs.  Of  the  old  houles  many  are  fuperb, 
and  of  the  new,  many  eleg:int ;  nor  do  the 
churches  and  public  buildings  difcoverany  marks 
of  decay  by  time,  or  of  the  decline  of  commerce. 
— The  magnificent  houfe  of  the  celebrated  Ru- 
bens, v.'hich  in  front  prefents  to  your  viev  ten 
windows  on  a  fl  or,  is  ftill  kept  in  good  order, 
having  been  frequently  repaired,  and,  as  1  con-- 
ceive,  at  the  public  expence. 

The  excha-ge,  which  is  the  mofl:  fpacious  as 
well  as  the  moli  commodious  in  ^he  world,  and 
a  beautiful  piec.  of  Grecian  architedure,  is  ftill 
preferved  in  high  order,  although  it  is  reforted 
to  by  only  about  halt  a  dozen  bankers,  and  as 
manv  brokers.  Of  the  (  arials  that  communica- 
ted with  the  river  in  the  days  of  its  magnificence 

and 
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and   fplendour,    fome  are  filled    up,    but   they" 
might    be    eafily    opened.       Antwerp    contains 
about  feventy  thoufand  fouls,  whereof  about  ten 
thoufand  are  on  the  poor's  lift.     The  police  of 
the  city,  with  regard  to  the  poor,  is  as  bad  as  it 
is   fingular.     There  is  an  ample  fund    for  their 
maintenance,    which  is  diftributed,  not   amono- 
thofe  perfons  who  are  really  indigent,  but  amongj 
,the  families  of  fuch  perfons  as  happened  to  be 
enrolled  among  the  poor  many  generations  back- 
ward, when  it  firft  became  an  obje6t  of  a  gener- 
ous police  to  provide  for  thofe  who  were  unable 
to  provide  for  themfelves. —  In  Antwerp  there  is 
little  or  no  trade  or  manufadures.     The  inhabi- 
tants are  religious  to  excefs  ;  for  I  avoid  the  odi- 
ous and  illiberal   term    fupcrflitious,  which  the 
different  fefts  of  Chriftians  are  fo  apt  to  beftow 
on  each  other.     They  are  remarkably  gay  in  their 
drefs  and  equipage.     The  women,  who  are  ot  a 
fmall  ftature,  are  delicate,  neat,  and  beautiful ; 
but,  being   almoft  excluded  from    fociety,  and 
taught  only   the  internal   management  of  their 
houfes  and  of  their  children,    they  are  not  fo  fo- 
dal  as  the  ladies  of  France  and  England.      They 
are  generally  of  a  pale   complexion,  a    circum- 
ftance  which  is  perhaps  owing  to  their   conftant 
confinement  in  their  houfes  :  for  they  never  walk 
abroad  or  take  any  exercife,  except  upoii  Sunday 
evenings  and  public   days,  when    they  take  the 
air  in  their  carriages  upon  the  grand  ftreet  (call-' 
ed  the  Rue  la  Mer)  and  covered  canal,  or  in  the 
environs  of  the  city. 

"With  regard  to  the  wealth  of  Antwerp,  it  is 
computed  to  be  fu peri  or  to   that  of  any  city  of 
B  J  Europe;' 


22  TRAVELS       IN 

Europe,  of  equal  fizeand  numbers.  Their  money 
is  lent  out  on  foreign  fecurities,  from  two  and 
an  half,  to  tour  an. i  an  half,  and  five  per  cent. 
Of  late,  they  have  vefted  a  great  deal  in  the  hank 
of  Vienna  And  it  is  a  fad  of  notoriety,  that  of  the 
whole  number  oi  inhabitants  of  Antwerp,  not  one 
family  or  perion  fpends  the  intereft  of  his  money. 

The  old  mortgage,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be 
ftill  owing  to  the  Dutch,  tor  money  lent  to  the 
citizens  of  Antwerp,  tor  the  purpole  of  defray- 
ing the  expence  of  a  grand  reception  which 
they  gave  to  one  of  their  princes,  and  which 
hung  long  as  a  dead  weight  upon  the  trade  of 
that  city,  will  appear,  upon  a  fair  ftatement, 
to  be  nearly.  If  not  wholly,  difcharged.  But 
ftill  the  city  owes  large  funis  in  its  corporafe 
capacity,  although,  like  the  Hollanders,  indivi- 
duals are  at  their  eafe,  atid  in  great  affluence. 
The  public  debt  is  rendered  eafy  by  a  low  in- 
tereft, not  exceeding  two  per  cent.  But  it  will 
never  be  redu.ed,  nor  even  confined  to  its  prefent 
amount,otherwifethanby  the  revival  of  commerce. 

This  people  look  forv<ard  with  wifhful  hopes 
towards  the  re-eftabiifliment  of  commerce,  and 
the  fubverfion  of  that  infamous  treaty,  which 
robbed  them  of  their  natural  rights. — I  cannot 
fuppofe  that  this  dtfirable  event  is  at  any  great 
diftancc.  It  muft  needs  be  a  mortifying  reflexi- 
on to  the  firft  power  in  1  urope,  that  its  power 
ihould  be  fhut  up  by  a  folemn  treaty  with  one  of 
the  weakeft  ftates  in  that  quarter  of  the  world, 
and  many  of  its  principal  cities  garrifoned  by  the 
troops  of  a  moderate  Republic.  The  death  of 
the  Jimprcis  will  put  the  reins  of  juftice  in  the' 

handsi 


EUROPE,  ASIA,  AND  AFRICA.   23 

hands  of  a  prince  of  great  talents  and  virtues,  as 
well  as  of  high  ;iml)ition,  formed  by  nature, 
and  called  by  Provid  nee,  to  render  his  domini- 
ons flourifliing,  and  to  make  his  people  hap- 
py. He  is  now  in  the  thirty- feventh  year  of 
his  age  •,  for  his  goodnefs  and  affability,  admir-, 
ed  by  all  people,  who  are  as  anxioufly  impatient 
?.s  loyalty  will  allov/  them  to  be,  for  tlie  arrival 
of  the  happv  hour  of  ohering  their  voluntary  al- 
legiance at  his  throne. 

Antwerp  will  enjoy  advantages  fuperior  to 
thofe  of  any  other  country.  The  Schcld,  a  noble 
river,  and  which  communicates  with  the  Rhine, 
the  Maefe,  and  the  Lys ;  a  quick  paffage  into 
the  German  ieaand  the  Britifh  channel ;  together 
with  feveral  excellent  p)orts  on  the  Adriatic  fea ; 
are  fuch  forcible  inftruments  in  the  hands  of  a 
povverful  and  political  prince,  as  will  enable  him 
to  participate  largely  in  the  commerce  of  both  the 
Eaft  and  the  Weft,  and  to  carry  it  on  with  pe- 
culiar advantage. — It  will  be  the  intereft  of 
England,  as  well  as  of  France,  to  labour  to  di- 
vert the  Emperor  from  fuch  ideas  •,  becaufe  the 
Hollanders  (on  whofe  ruin  the  commerce  of  Aq- 
ftria  muft  rile)  have  been  already  at  the  lummit 
of  their  political  grandeur,  and  are  now  begin- - 
ning  to  defcend  by  a  flow  but  conftant  motion, 
which  v^'ill  acquire  additional  velocity  in  its  pro- 
grefs,  and  terminate  only  in  the  fall  of  the  Re- 
public. This  event  vvill  happen  v^hen  the 
Dutch  Eaft  India  mines  are  exhaufted,  and 
the  whole  v/ealth  of  the  United  Provinces  con- 
fined to  a  few  individuals  in  the  trfiding  cities'cf 
Holland  and  Zealand.  The  rivality  and  jncreafe 
B  ±  '   -     of 
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of  the  Dutch  trade  and  power  are  not  to  he 
dreaded  ;  they  will  fail  of  themfelves :  but  it 
may  become  a  fubjecl  of  political  enquiry,  how- 
far  it  may  be  judicious  to  mnnage  the  afpiring 
ambition  of  a  powerful  nation,  enjoying  fuch  ca- 
pital local  advantages  as  may  enable  them  to 
raife  up  again  the  fabric  of  their  ruined  com- 
merce, and  even  to  become  one  of  the  firft  mari- 
time powers  in  Europe.  Should  the  navigation 
of  the  Scheld  be  revived,  and  its  natural  prero- 
gatives reftored  ;  and  fhoul'd  the  Emperor  avail 
himfelf  of  all  the  advantages  which  encourage 
him  to  cultivate  commerce,  his  dominions  would 
be  an  ample  field,  to  which  thoufands  from  all 
nations  would  m.igrate,  .with  a  certain  profpedt 
of  reaping  a  plentiful  harveft. 

I  need  not  defcribe  BrufTels.  Being  a  feat  of 
government,  and  the  refidence  of  a  court,  it 
naturally  encreafes  luxury,  and  various  kinds  of 
vice.  The  once  opulent  cities  of  Ghent  and 
Bruges*  are  melancholy  monuments  of  what  they 
were.  Oftcnd  is  well  fituated  for  a  fmall  fea-port, 
ancia  neat  but  not  an  extehfive  line  of  commerce, 
as  the  harbour  is  not  only  incapable  of  being 
enlarged  for  the  reception  of  fhips  of  burthen, 
but  is  of  difficult  and  dangerous  egrefs,  as  well  as 
accefs. — 1  fhall  v/rite  to  you  foon  from  fome  place 
in  Flanders. 

I  am,  &c. 


*  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  forlorn  cities  lately  cleared  and  repaired  the 
flreets,  and  deLorateii,  hy  lime  water  and  paint,  thofe  places  which,  Ibme 
years  ago,  wore  the  melancholy  appearance  of  dtfertion,  for  the  reception- 
of  the  Emperor  This  contrivance  was  well  enough  calculated  to  impiefs 
his  Imperial  Majelly's  mind  with  an  idea  of  what  thofe  cities  had  been, 
and  were  ftill  capable  of  being. 

3  .      LETTER 
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LETTER      II. 

To  R W ,  Efqj  London. 

St.  Other f  the  i^thjuney  T777, 

HAVING  determined  to  try  the  effcdts 
of  the  air  0^  St.  Omer,  I  came  thither 
by  water  from  Brufiels,  through  Ghent,  BrugeSj 
Oftend,  Newport,  and  Dunkirk.  The  accommo- 
dations in  the  barks,  on  the  canals  of  Auftrian 
Flanders,  are  infinitely  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the 
Trackfkuits  of  Holland,  being  confiderably  larg- 
er, with  exccilent  apartments  below  for  three  fe- 
veral  clafTes  of  paflengers,  and  a  fhaded  quarter- 
deck, with  benches  for  them  to  fit  on,  when  they 
choofe  to  take  the  air.  There  is  a  good  dinner 
provided  for  each  apartment  •,  and  the  company- 
may  be  accommodated  with  wines  of  different 
kinds,  tea,  coffee,  and  Flemifh  beer.  The  price 
of  travelling,  as  well  as  the  fare,  is  remarkably 
cheap  ;  and  the  befl  apartments  are  always  filled 
with  good  company. —  At  Dunkirk,  I  faw  the  in- 
famous pirate  Cunningham.  He  has  had  the  au- 
dacity, at  this  place,  to  infult  Lord  Ferrers; 
whofe  noble  mind  treated  him  with  a  proper  con- 
tempt. Thit  nobleman  had,  in  the  courfe  of 
converfation,  remarked,  that  there  was  a  very 
material  difi:indion  between  the  cafe  of  a  native  of 
America  in  arms  againil  Britain,  and  that  of  a  na- 
tive of  Britain  in  fimilar  circumftances.  Cun- 
ningham, who  is  an  Irifhman,  and  who,  of  courfe, 
was  alarmed  at  this  dodlrine,  vowed,  in  Lord 
Ferrers's  prefence,  that  he  would  watch  his  move- 
ments i  and  that,  if  he  could  difcover  his  yacht, 

he 
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he    would    fallow   and  fink  her,    with   all   on 
board. 

This  incident,  with  many  others,  bring  my 
native  country  tull  into  my  view,  and  awakea 
the  livelieft  concern  for  her  prefent  critical  fituati- 
on.  1  he  amor  patrias  is  never  fo  fenfibly  felt 
as  in  foreign  countries.  It  is  fald,  1  think,  by 
the  Duke  of  Rochefoucault,  that  abfence  de- 
ftroys  weak  pafilons,  but  encreafes  fcrong ;  as 
the  wind  extinguifhes  a  candle,  but  blows  up  a 
fire.  If  this  be  a  jufl:  theory,  I  may  take  not  a 
little  credit  to  myfclf  for  my  patriotifm. 

The  war  between  Great  Britain  and  America 
is  the  general  topic  of  converfation  in  all  compa- 
nies on  the  continent.  Foreigners  feem  as  much 
interefted  in'the  ifiue  of  that  contell,  as  the  par- 
ties principally  concerned.  Nine  perfons  in  ten 
over  all  Spain,  PVance,  Brabant,  Holland,  and 
Germany,  avow  their  wifnes  for  fuccefs  and  inde-. 
pendency  to  the  Britifh  American  colonies.  The 
different  governments  of  thefe  kingdoms  and 
ftates  are  reftrained  from  avowing  fentiments  of 
the  fame  kind,  only  from  motives  of  policy  and 
temporary  convenience. — It  mi;.-ht,  indeed,  be 
naturally  imagined,  that  fuch  European  powers 
as  have  colonies  of  their  own,  would  entertain 
apprfchenfions,  that  the  independence  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  fettlements  might  give  countenance  and  pro- 
tedlion  to  a  general  revolution  over  all  America;" 
and  that  the  united  influence  and  commerce  of 
that  heniifphcre  might  exclude  from  Afia  and 
Africa,  the  maritime  nations  that  at  prefent  enjoy 
the  tmde  of  the  word.  But  their  idea  is  (if  i  may 
judge  of  the  fentiments  of  courts  from  the  uni-  ^ 
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verfal  voice  of  the  people)  that  America  will  be 
able  to  refill;  the  authority  and  arms  of  Brifain  un- 
til both  parties  are  exhaufted  ;  by  which  means 
Britain  muil:,  of  neceflity,  yield  up  her  pretenfi- 
ons  to  fovereignty  over  her  colonies  ;  foon  oe- 
come  bankrupt ;  and  thus  lofe  her  weight  in  the 
political  fcale  of  Europe  :  as,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  are  perfuaded,  that  North  America  will  be 
fo  weakened  as,  inftead  of  annoying  the  Spanifn, 
Portuguefe,  Dutch,  and  French  colonies  in  her 
neighbourhood,  to  become  dependent  on  the 
fiates  to  which  thefe  colonies  belong. 

To  imagine  that  Britain  will  relinquifh  her  do- 
minion over  her  American  colonies,  as  long  as 
the  nation  is  capable  of  raifing  fupplies,  would 
be  as  abfurd  as  to  fuppofe  the  Amei  icans  capable 
of  long  refiftance  without  foreign  aid.  But  if 
this  people  fliould  hold  out  even  for  the  prefent 
campaign,  that  aid  would  undoubtedly  be  afford- 
ed. Prejudices  againft  Great  Britain,  and  pre- 
poffefTions  in  favour  of  America,  will  excite  an 
enthufiafm  in  noble  minds,  and  introduce  a  fpi- 
rit  of  chivalry,  which  will  co-operate  with  the 
views  and  animate  the  exertions  of  policy  in 
fupporting  the  efforts  of  the  Britifli  colonies. 

But  fhould  the  wealth  of  Great  Britain,  not- 
withftandinCT  the  difficulties  fhe  will  be  forced  to 
encounter,  prevail  in  this  arduous  contefl ;  the 
forced  fubmiiTion  of  a  numerous  people,  poffeff- 
ing  fo  fiourifhing  and  extenfivea  territory,  would 
prove  but  a  terriporary  ceffation  ot  hofiilities, 
ready  to  break  out  on  the  firft  favourable  occa- 
fion  with  redoubled  fury,  if  their  fidelity  fhould 
not  be  conciliated  by  other  means  thaa  thofe  of 

fear : 
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fear  :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  fhould  the  coIo- 
nies,  aided  by  foreign  powers,  after  a  long  and 
bloody  ftruggle,  fhake  off,  what,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  rcfentment  and  paffion,  they  call  the 
yoke  of  Britain,  they  would,  in  all  probability, 
fall  under  the  power  of  fome  other  nation  or  na- 
tions, whofc  tyranny  would  convince  them, 
when  too  late,  how  little  reafon  they  had  to  wi fn 
for  a  reparation  from  the  mother-country.  The 
wifdom  and  genius  both  of  Great  Britain  and 
America  ought,  therefore,  to  be  employed,  not 
in  forming  plans  of  war,  but  in  framing  treaties 
of  accommodation  —I  fhall,  for  the  prefent, 
fuppofe  myfcif  called  to  the  moft  important 
ofBce  with  which  ever  mortal  was  dignified,  that 
of  arbiter  of  the  differences  between  England 
and  her  colonies.  In  this  charader,  then,  I  pro- 
pofe  to  the  contending  parties  the  following 
terms  of  accommodation  : 

1.  To  revife  the  afls  of  trade,  on  liberal,  con- 
ftitutional,  and  political  principles. 

2.  To  confider  Great  Britain  as  the  grand  ma- 
gazine of  American  produce,  and  her  univerfal 
agent  in  Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa. 

3.  To  allow  America  to  eftablifh  manufac^ 
tures  fuited  to  her  various  climates  ;  and  the  free 
txercifc  of  trade  within  her  own  limits. 

4.  To  reftrain  her  navigation  as  heretofore, 
and  to  confine  her  importations  to  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  Britifh  dominions,  and  foreign  goods 
diredly  from  Britain. 

5.  To  comprehend,  in  the  general  regulations 
refpedlirg  iN'orth  Americ?,  the  Weft  India,  Ba- 
hama, and  Berm.uda  iflands. 

6,  To] 
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6.  To  repeal  all  laws  impofing  taxes  of  any 
kind  in  America,  or  reftrainit!g  the  internal 
trade  of  the  colonies  with  each  other. 

7.  To  conftitute  in  America  a  general  govern- 
ment Hmilar  to  that  of  Ireland  j  refiTving  to  the 
refpec^ive  provinces  and  iflands  legiflative  pow- 
ers, in  certain  cafes,  and  under  certain  limits, 

8.  To  eftablifh  a  Lord  Lievitena:'t's  court,  war- 
office,  navy  office,  boards  of  cuftoms  and  excife, 
and  other  departments  of  ftate ;  together  with 
general  courts  of  law,  chancery,  admiralty,  and 
exchequer  ;  all  fubjeft  to  the  revifion  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  government. 

9.  To  conter  titles,  honours,  and  offices  on 
native  Americans,  and  others  refidmg  in  Ameri- 
ca, diftinguiffiing  thofe  perfons  who  have  invari- 
ably prelerved  their  loyalty  to  the  king,  and  at- 
tachment  to  the  parent  ftate. 

10.  That  a  general  Q.&:  of  indemnity  be  pafied, 
extending  to  all  perfons  willing  to  take  the  bene- 
fit thereof,  on  or  before  a  certain  fixed  day. 

1 1  That  every  eftablifhment,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, in  America,  fhall  be  fupported  by  taxes 
and  duties  impofed  by  her  own  parliament. 

12.  That  America  fhall  bear  the  charges  in- 
curred by  Britain  in  the  prefent  conteft,  reckon- 
ing to  a  certain  fixed  day,  as  the  date  of  the  re- 
folution  of  independence. 

13.  That  of  every  war  in  wh'ch  Great  Britain 
may  hereafter  be  engaged,  America  fhall  pay  a 
proportional  part  of  the  expence, 

14.  That  a  lord  lieutenant  fnall  be  frequent- 
ly appointed,  y/ho  fhall  be  a  native  of  Britain,  en- 
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joving  high  titles,  and  an  independent  fortune  in 
JLJritain. 

15  That  native  Americans  fhall  be  competent 
to  be  appointed  in  all  military  places  and  ftations, 
thofe  only  being  excepted,  v/hich  mufl  be  filled 
by  general  officers. 

16.  That  all  reoriments  fhall  be  removed  from 
one  place  to  another  by  rotation,  as  formerly  ; 
and  recruited  with  natives  of  Europe,  when  it  is 
their  turn  to  go  to  America  ;  but  that  all  regi- 
ments on  fervice  in  America  fhall  be  completed 
by  Aimerican  recruits,  efpecially  before  their  em- 
barkation for  Europe. 

IT.  That  the  Proteftant  fhall  be  the  ef^ablifh- 
ed  religion  •,  but  that  there  fhall  be  an  unlimited 
toleration  of  all  religious  feds  whatever. 

18.  That  fuch  Biitifh  laws  as  concern  the  co- 
lonies*, fhall  be  recognized  and  affirmed  by  a  ge-' 
neral  a6t  of  the  firft  parliament  to  be  held  in 
America  •,  from  which  period,  the  Britifh  parlia^ 
ment  fhall  ceafe  to  have  power  to  create  any  new 
law  to  bind  America-,  nor  fhall  America  have 
power,  without  the  previous  confent  of  the  Bri- 
tifh parliament,  to  introduce  any  law  that  fhall 
abrogate,  amend,  or  explain,  any  a6t  whatever, 
already  eftabliflied  by  the  authority  of  the  Britifh 
parliament,  and  recognifed  by  that  of  America, 

19.  That  the  debts  contra6led  by  the  Congrefs 
be  made  chargeable  on  the  new  government  of 
America  •,  thofe  perfons  and  provinces  being  ex- 
empted from  any  part  of  this  expence,  who  have 
continued  well  alTecfled  to  the  government  of 
Britain. 

20.  That 
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20.  That  the  currency  of  gold  and  filver  fhall 
be  reduced  to  the  fame  value  throughout  the  fe- 
veral  provinces  and  iflands  ;  and  that  the  ex- 
change from  Britain  (hall  vary  from  Britifh  ster- 
ling only  according  to  the  eftimation  of  credit, 
and  fuch  circumftances  as  may  occafion  a  fludu- 
ation  in  the  common  occurrences  of  trade. 

2 1  That  to  the  titles  of  the  king  be  added 
that  of  JNorth  America. — I  hope  it  will  not  be 
thought  an  a6l  of  treafon,  with  the  moft  fubmif- 
five  loyalty,  humbly  to  propofe,  that  when 
North  America  fhall  be  added  to  the  titles  of  the 
fovereign,  the  word  France  be  omitted. — His 
majefty's  titles  will  then  run  thus,  "  Kmg  of 
"  Great  Britain,  North  America,  and  Ire- 
"  land,  &c." 

I  fhould  now  attempt  to  llluftrate  the  wlfdom 
as  well  as  juftice  of  thefe  arrangements  ;  but  I  am 
afraid  I  have  already  exhauiled  your  patience. 
Give  me  leave  only  to  obferve,  that  the  eftablilh- 
ment  of  a  parliament,  a  court,  a  navy,  an  army, 
titles,  departments  of  ftate,  and  the  other  dif- 
tindions  fpecified,  would  have  a  natural  tenden- 
cy to  introduce  into  America  mutual  jealoufies 
and  luxury.  The  political  confequences  of  thefe 
areobvious.  They  would  contribute,  morethan 
any  fchemb  within  the  compafs  ot  human  policy, 
to  keep  the  colonies  in  a  flate  of  fubjedion  to  the 
mother-country*. 

I  am,  &c. 


*  The  fubflanceof  this  letter  was  (hewn,  in  October  1777,  to  a  princi- 
pal American  agent  in  Paris,  who  faid,  that  the  lyitem  was  too  liberal  to 
le  adopted  by  Great  Britain. 

LETTER 


-5^  '  TRAVELS        IN 


LETTER    III. 

To  R W ,  Lfq-,  London, 

Purls,  tl e  I  -^th  November,  1 7  7  y . 
SINCERELY  lament  the  reftraint  which  the 
prefent  conjun6ture  of  the  affairs  of  America 
and  Europe  iinpofes  on  our  correfpondenee.  On 
the  fubje<5t  of  politic?,  wh'ch  I  know  to  be  the 
favourite  theme  of  my  friend,  I  muft  write  with 
caution  and  referve.  1  he  affairs  of  America,  I 
have  good  reafon  to  believe^  are  at  prefent  ths 
gvand  objed  of  deliberation  in  fomeof  the  lead- 
ing cabinets  of  Europe,  however  they  may  en- 
deavour to  throw  a  veil  over  their  proceedings 
by  fpecious  pretexts.  I  venture  to  write  my 
fcntiments,  for  the  prefent,  with  fome  degree  of 
freedom,  becaufe  this  letter  will  be  fent  by  a 
private,  .fafe,  and  uniufpefted  hand. 

The  hoftile   fentiments  of  F e   to  Great 

Britain,  (he  will  not,  if  I  am  not  greatly  de- 
ceived, much  lunger  conceal.  The  antient  rival 
of  England  has  long  been  meditating  the  reduc- 
tion of  Britifh  power.  Her  preparations  are  now 
in  great  foiwardnefs.  She  will  foon  commence 
hoftilities  againft  the  Engliffi  fettlements  both  in 
the  eaft  and  weft  :  but  the  fform  will  fall  firft  up-, 
on  the  eaft  ;  for,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  the 
wife  policy  of  France  ex  pedis  ihe  fureft  fuccefs. — 
I  hope  the  epithet  I  have  bcftowed  on  the  po- 
licy of  a  neighbouring  and  powerful  kingdom, 
will  not  be  offenlive  to  a  mind  fo  candid  and  li- 
beral as  that  ot  my  friend. 

It 
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It  is  not  maornanimity,  but  madnefs,  to  un- 
dervalue  the  capacity  of  an  enemy.  Ajulteftu 
mate  alone,  of  the  power  you  ai  e  called  to  op- 
pofe,  will  enable  you  tooppofe  it  with  luccefs.— 
Jn  truth,  the  adminiftration  of  the  kingdom  to 
which  1  allude,  make  politics  afcicncc,  in  which 
every  man  muft  be  a  proficient,  w!io  experts  to 
rife  to  preferment  in  the  ftate.  Here  ilatcfmen 
ferve,  as  it  were,  a  regular  apprenticelhip ;  for 
not  one  man,  of  however  high  b'.rth  or  fortune, 
is  preferred  to  an  important  political  ilation, 
without  having  previoufly  given  proofs  of  ability 
to  fill  it  with  propriety,  in  fbmc  fubordinate  lici- 
tion.  The  power  of  the  cabinet  of  France,  to 
call  to  public  offices  all  the  genius  and  capacity  of 
the  kingdom,  is  one  advantage  manifeilly  ariiing 
from  what  is,  in  mofl  refpedts,  a  great  evil  \  I 
mean  an  abfolute  government:  whereas  in  Bri- 
tain— a  country  blcfled  with  a  free  conflirution — 
powerful  family-connedlions  \  great  wealth, 
which  creates  dependents  •,  and  the  capricious 
voice  of  the  multitude,  fometimes  pufh  forward 
the  llupid,  the  ignorant,  the  vain,  into  the  higheft 
offices.  Hence  the  political  exertions  of  France 
are  conftant  and  refined  i  while  thofe  of  England, 
though  frequently  powerful,  are  yet  often  deful- 
tory,  and  made,  as  it  were,  at  random. — But  the 
great  advantage  that  an  abfolute  has  over  a  free 
government,  lies  in  the  fecrecy  and  expedition 
of  all  its  operations. — Curfe  on  the  Courier  de 
I'Europe!  That  paper  has  done,  does,  and  will 
continue  to  do  more  hurt  to  Britain,  than  a  per- 
fon  refiding  in  London  can  conceive,  perhaps 
Vol.  1.  C  more 
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more  than  could  be  done  by  fifty  thoufand  troops. 
— It  was  the  patriotic  fpeeches  in  the  Britifh  par- 
lir?.nient,  circulated  all  over  P2urope,  by  the  Cou- 
1  ic  r  de  rEurope,  that  invited  and  encouraged  the 
en.emies  of  Britain  to  join  their  aid  to  the  Ameri- 
can rehellion.  The  Duke  of  Richmond,  the 
Earl  of  Shdburne,  Mr.  Fox,  Col.  Barre,  with 
other  patriots,  are  conftantly  expoHng  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  Britifh  army  and  navy,  and  even  re- 
prefenting  them  as  much  weaker  than  they  in 
reality  are.  They  give  melancholy  pidlurcs  of 
the  decayed  trade  and  agriculture  of  England  ; 
aggravate  the  diicontents  and  divifions  of  its  in- 
habitants ;  and,  on  the  whole,  give  fuch  a  de- 
fcription  of  the  fituation  of  their  country,  as  fore- 
bo.ies  nothing  Icfs  than  national  mifery  and  ruin. 
"What  is  this,  but  to  halloo  in  the  ears  of  the  ene- 
mies of  Britain — Now  is  your  time  to  eftedl  our 
downtall  ? 

As  the  French  are  led,  by  the  declamations  of 
minority,  to  form  erroneous  opinions  concerning 
the  ftrength  of  Britain  ;  fo  the  Britidi,  vvithout 
the  excule  of  a  fimilar  caufe  of  deception,  -and 
merely  froiri  inveterate  antipathy  and  vulgar 
prejudice,  entertain  falfe  notions  of  the  difficul- 
ties they  have  to  encounter  in  a  conteft  with 
France. — Amiong  thefe  difficulties  I  reckon  the 
virtues  of  the  prelent  French  monarch  :  who  is 
not  that  weak  perfon  he  is  generally  reprefented. 
to  be  •,  but  a  judicious,  humane,  and  jult  prince, 
who  is  not  attached  to  any  objcft  that  can  with- 
drawhis  attention  from  the  affairs  of  ftate  fo  much 
as  for  an  hour.  Flis  views  arc  invariably  di-j 
reded  to  the  happinefs  of  his  people  ;  which  h< 

isi 
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'^r  is  folicitous  to  promote  by  the  mod  effedual 
means,  however  oppofite  they  may  be,  in  forae 
inftances,  to  the  prejudices  and  maxims  of  the 
French  nation.  In  the  choice  of  his  miniflers, 
he  is  guided  folely  by  a  regard  to  their  capacity, 
knowledge,  and  probity  -,  regardlefs  of  rank,  fa- 
mily, intereft,  or  religion.  He  has  removed 
fromUhe  police  of  Paris,  into  the  marine  depart- 
ment-, the  ableft  miniiler  and  moft  a6tive  genius 
of  Europe,  I  mean  M.  de  Sartine  ;  from  whofe 
abilities,  information,  and  perfeverance,  our  na- 
tion has  every  thing  to  fear ;  as  his  department 
extends  not  only  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  formi- 
dable marine,  but  alfo  to  the  colonies  in  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies. 

Count  de  iVlaurepas,  the  chancellor  or  prime 
minifter,  is  rendered  too  infirm  by  age,  to  exe- 
cute his  high  office  with  adivity  j  but  he  does  it 
■with  precifion  and  integrity.  He  gave  the 
ftrongeft  proof  of  his  patriotic  virtue,  in  recom- 
mending for  his  affiftant,  as  diredor  general  of 
the  finances,  a  foreigner,  a  proteftant,  and  a 
merchant,  in  Mr.  Neckar  :  all  of  which  charac- 
ters were  inconfiftent  with  the  eftablifhed  maxims 
of  the  French  government,  and  the  ideas  that 
were  entertained  that  a  prime  minifter  of  France 
muft  indifpenfably  be  a  perfon  of  the  higheft  rank 
and  family.  The  mind  of  Lewis  the  XVIth  was 
congenial  with  that  of  his  minifter.  He  burft 
the  bands  of  bigotry  and  national  pride,  over  rul- 
ed the  prejudices,  and  ftudied  only  the  good  of 

'  his  people.     What    has    not   England   to  dread 

from  tht  ambition  of  a  rival-nation,  governed  by 

fuch  a  king  ? — From  a  king,  the  tranfition  is  na- 

C  2  tural 
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tural  to  the  reprefentative  of  a  king :  let  me 
therefore  now  pais  on  to  the  Britifh  Ambafiador 
at  this  court.  He  is  not  popular  with  the  Eng- 
]ifh  and  French,  becaufe  he  does  not  mifapply 
his  time  in  entertainments  and  diflipation  ;  and 
feems  not  to  confider  it  as  any  eflential  part  of 
the  duty  of  ^an  ambafTador,  to  diftingui!!-,  him- 
felf  by  a  fplendor  of  equipage.  The  Americans 
fpeak  of  him  with  a  fournefs  which  fhews  how 
much  they  dread  his  talents  and  virtues*,  l^he 
viev/s  and  arts  of  the  Americans  have  been  coun- 
teradled  at  the  court  of  Verrailles  by  the  penetra- 
tion and  vigilance  of  Lord  Stormont,  with  great- 
er fuccefs  than  they  could  have  been  perhaps  by  any 
other  nobleman  in  Britain.  His  manner  and  ad- 
drefs  in  the  common  intercourfes  of  life,  are  in 
the  higheft  degree  polite  and  courtly  :  but  his 
deportment,  when  he  appears  in  his  official  cha- 
rader,  is  diverted  ot  all  foftnefs,  and  marked  by 
a  rigid  inflexibility,  and  even  a  commanding 
fternnefs,  which  confounds  the  fubtle  courtiers 
of  this  country,  and  renders  all  their  attempts 
to  amufe  abortive.  They  fay  here,  that  it  is  evi- 
dent my  Lord  Stormont  was  formed  for  public 


*  This  was  confpicuous  on  a  particular  occafion,  wherein  Dr.  Franklin 
and  his  adherents  lliewed  their  dilappointment,  by  the  eagernel's  with 
which  they  publillied  the  correfpondence  between  Lord  Stormont  and  him 
in  1777,  concerning  prifoners.  Han  the  Biitifh  ambalTador  condelccnded 
to  corrcfpond,  in  that  capacity,  with  the  American  agent,  ttie  court  of 
Vei failles  would  have  fhewn  C(]ual  eapernel's  in  recognizing  the  agent  in 
his  public  charat'ller,  and  have  left  the  court  of  Britain  without  any  caufe 
of  complaint,  even  if  the  king  of  France  had  acknowlcdce<i  the  indepen- 
dency of  America^  the  Englifh  am  aflTador  having  tacitly  acknowlt<lged 
Dr.  Franklin  as  the  agent  of  Ameiica,  as  an  independent  llate  : — and  by 
the  fame  arguments^  the  partizansof  America  wouKl  have  had  a  new 
and  molt  powerful  ground  forcenfuring  both  theadminlllration  of  Biitain, 
aad  the  coadud  of  iu  ambafTador  in  France.  . 

bufmefs 
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bufineis  at  the  courts  of  Germany.  Unpopular 
as  Lord  Stormont  generally  is  in  this  city,  he  is 
univerfally  refpecfued  on  account  ot  his  political 
knowledge  and  his  learning,  it  is  afingular  ipec- 
tacle  to  behold  an  ambafllidor  devoting  his  va. 
cant  hours  to  ti:e  ftudy  of  Roman  and  evei^ 
Greek  literature, — Lord  Stormont  is  remarkably 
attentive  to  every  matter  which  concerns  indivi- 
duals of  his  nation  :  fo  that  in  all  refpeds  he  dif- 
charges  the  duties  of  his  ofHce  ;  from  which,  in 
all  probability,  he  will  foon  bereleafed.  He  has 
the  fole  merit  of  warding  off  the  combination  of 
France  with  America  fo  Jong,  and  ofcourfe,  the 
influence  which  fuch  a  combination  would  natu- 
rally have  on  Spain,  and  perhaps  other  powers. 

The  city  of  Paris,  and  the  cuflioms  and  man- 
ners of  the  French  nation,  have  been  defcribed 
by  thoufands  of  writers,  and  {till  continue  to  ba 
the  fubjed;  of  endlefs  fcribbling.  It  would  th'^re- 
fore  be,  doubtlefs,  a  work  of  fupererogation  to 
lead  you  over  fo  familiar  ground.     Yet   as  the 
numberlefs  accounts  which  are  given  of  Paris  and 
its  inhabitants,  are  in  fome  ind.inces  contradido- 
ry  to  each  other,  you  may  be  at  a  lofs  to  deter- 
mine to  which  you  ought  to  give  credit.    I  have 
rode  round  the  city  of  Paris  on  purpofe  to  com- 
pare its  extent  with  that  of  London  •,  and  I  think 
it  covers  a  fpace  not  exceeding  two  third  parts  of 
that  which  is  occupied  by  the  Britilh  metropolis. 
But  the  height  of  the  houfes,  and  the  number  of 
families,     of   the    middling  and    inferior  clafTes, 
which  feverally  inhabit  each  floor  ;  and  above  all, 
the  multitudes  that  are  crowded  togerher  in  the 
4th,  5th,  and  6thfl:ories,  do  certainly  prove  be- 
C  3  yond 
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yond  a  contradldion,  that  the  city  of  Paris  con- 
tains a  much  hiiger  number  of  people  than  Lon- 
don, where  v^hole  houfes,  on  an  average,  are 
occupied  by  five  or  fix  pcrfons.  Here  we  oui^ht 
alfo  to  obferve,  that  in  London  many  thoufands 
of  houfes  are  untenanted,  a  thing  which  is  (eldom 
found  in  Paris.  Houfe-rent,  all  over  France, 
and  the;common  ncceffaries  of  life,  are  amazing- 
ly cheap  ;  the  poverty  of  the  lower  people  makes 
them  Gsconomifts  •,  the  habit  of  oeconomy  produ- 
ces contentment,  ''and  contentment  is  happinefs. 

I  know  not  whether  it  has  been  generally  re- 
marked by  travellers,  that  in  France  perfons  of 
the  firft  condition,  pofiefling  tides,  high  hono- 
rary orders,  and  offices,  are  not  afhamed  to  ob- 
ferve a  pa/fimony,  which  an  Englifli  gentl^eman 
of  very  hutnble  fortune,  V70uld  very  abfurdly 
blufh  to  imitate.,  Paris  is  a  place  where  a  man 
ot  fafhion  may,  with  credit  and  comfort,  live 
jufl:  in  proportion  to  his  income.  You  may  live 
in  the  politeft  circles  with  a  fortune  of  only  two 
hundred  louis  d'ors  a  year.  I  have  often  dined 
in  a  houfe  called  a  Reftaurateur,  where  I  have 
chofen  two  or  three  favourite  articles,  out  of  a 
lift  half  a  yard  in  length,  and  had  my  choice  of  a 
dozf^n  different  wines.  My  whole  repad:  coft  on- 
ly about  eighteen  pence  :  at  the  fame  time  I  have 
{can  perfons  of  high  rank,  and  drefled  for  court, 
dine  for  little  more  than  the  half  of  my  extrava- 
gance. Your  table,  napkins,  plates,  and  co- 
vers, are  clean  and  neat :  you  are  not  difturbcd 
either  with  noife  or  impertinence,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, attended  to  by  thofe  who  fit  near  you, 
with  civility  and  with  refpedl.    From  the  Refiau- 

rateur 
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rateur  I  will  juil  ftep  in,  for  a  little,  to  the  cof- 
fee houfe.  It  iseafy  to  perceive,  from  the  con- 
verfation  of  the  French,  that  they  are  not  difpof- 
cd  to  forget  their  dilcomfiture  in  the  hi\  war,  nor 
the  capture  of  their  fhi})S  by  the  Englifh  before 
any  declaration  of  hoftilities.  The  American 
war  is  the  great  topic  of  difco'urfe.  Certainly, 
the  countenance  that  is  afforded  in  France  to  the 
American  caufe,  tends  to  diminifh  that  reverence 
for  crowned  heads,  that  veneration  for  the  grand 
nlonarque,  which  forms  a  very  efTential  prin- 
ciple in  the  French  coiiftitution.  The  caufe 
of  national  and  political  liberty  is  now  as 
freely  difcu fled  in  all  coffee-houfes  and  focieties  in 
Paris,  as  it  is  in  the  Britifh  fenate,  oratanycof- 
fee-houfe  or  minority-aflociation  in  England. 
The  French  government  connives  at  this  free- 
dom, without,  recollecling  the  well-known  pro- 
verbial faying,  Mutato  nomine  de  te  fabula  nar- 
rator. The  word  of  the  day  is  Delenda  eft 
Carthago. 

Thus  much  for  politics. — You  will  no  doubt 
expeft  that  I  fhould  explain  the  reafon  why  1  am 
now  at  Paris,  inftead  of  failing  down  the  Red- 
fea,  or  thence  to  the  coaft  of  India.  The  fad: 
is,  that  when  I  came  to  this  citv,  I  'found  that 
the  pafiage  bv  the  Arabian  gulph  was  not  to  be 
thought.of,  on  account  of  the  oppofing  monfoon, 
until  the  enfuingfeafon.  I  was  at  the  fame  time 
confidently  aflured,  that  a  fhip  would  fail  from 
L'Orient  in  the  month  of  September,  by  taking 
a  paffage  in  which,  I  might  gain  five  months, 
befides  other  advantages  which  miglit  afiift  my 
inveftigations,  the  objedl  of  which  1  have  alrea- 
C  4  dy 
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dv  hinted  to  you  In  a  former  letter.  But  I  was 
amufed  bv  the  armateurs,  or  iKIps  hLi(bands, 
from  time  to  time,  and  it  was  but  a  few  days 
ago  that  I  got  matters  finally  fettled  with  them. 
I  iliall  leave  Paris  the  dav  after  to  morrow.  The 
true  caufe  of  delaying  the  Eaft  India  {hips  of  this 
kingdom  beyond  the  time  firft  fixed  for  their 
failing,  is  the  uncertainty  of  peace  or  war, 
and  the  expedition  fitting  out  for  India  from 
Brt^fl",  confifcins  of  feven  fail  of  the  line  and  four 
thouland  regular  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Count  D'Ertaign.  Mv  mind  is  filled  with  me- 
lancholy prefiges  concerning  the  o' jeft  of  this 
arm.amf'nt :  I  am  alarmed  on  my  owri  acco\int  as 
well  as  on  that  of  my  country. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LETTER       IV. 
Mr.  P ,  inL'Orient. 

Hennebon,  "January  1 ,  1778- 

HAVE  received  the  favour  of  your  letter,  and 
thank  you  for  having  taken  the  trouble  to 
give  orders  about  my  trunk.  This  will  be  de- 
livered to  you  by  my  fervant,  who  will  bring  hi- 
ther fuch  letters  as  may  have  come  to  your  hands 
this  morning.  I  have  punftually  obeyed  your 
laft  injundion,  but  my  fervant  has  forgot  to 
bring  the  mineral  water. 

You,  Sir,  are  one  of  the  few  perfons  from 
whom  I  have   received  civilities  fmce  I  came  to 

L'Orient; 
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L'Orient  ;  and  you  mav  believe  that  I  feci  youf 
goodnefs  the  more  fenlibly  on  that  account.  I 
have  lately  got  a  hint,  which  I  confefb  did  not 
wholly  rurprile  me  ;  I  was  prepared  for  it  by  un- 
handfome  treatment  on  the  very  firfi:  hour  of  my 
arrival  in  L'Orient. — A  treatment  to  which  I  ne- 
ver in  my  life  had  been  accuftomed,  very  natu- 
rally led  me  to  fufped  that  fomething  was  going 
forward  which  could  not  Well  bear  the  light. 
My  curioftty  was  excited  bv  that  fufpicious  cau- 
tion and  coolnefs,  of  which  I  found  myfdf  the 
ohje6t  in  the  company  of  men  whom  I  had  never 
offended,  and  to  whom  I  could  be  obnoxious 
only  becaufe  1  was  a  Britifn  fubjeft. — I  do  moft 
heartily  defpifc-  the  idea  of  fufpicion  ^  but  I  will 
never  abandon  that  affedtion  and  loyalty  which  I 
owe  to  my  country  and  prince,  unlefs  by  un- 
avoidable circurpftances  \  fhall  become  the  adopt- 
ed fubjedl  of  a  foreign  ftate. 

This  nation  is  yet  on  terms  of  amity  with  that 
to  which  I  belong.  While  1  fojourn  here,  ex- 
pending my  fortune,  I  am  entitled  to  common 
civility  :  but  if,  infteadof  the  well-known  polite- 
nefs  ot  France,  I  meet  with  nothiut^  but  indig- 
nities and  outrage,  I  am  not  to  learn  that  the 
wife  policy  of  civilized  nations  has  provided  aa 
eftablifhment,  whofe  facred  fundion  is  to  procure 
for  their  fuhjecfts  reiiding  in  foreign  nations,  re- 
drefs  of  pafl:  g-ievances,  and  fecurity  againil:  fu- 
ture. To  this  eftablifhment  I  confcfs  I  have 
been,  while  in  L'Orient  for  the  i\v({.  time  in  my 
life,  obliged  to  refort ;  and  this  I  did,  not  clan- 
deftinelv,  but  in  the  face  of  the  world. — If  in 
the  courfe  of  a  neceffary  narrative  I  have  touched 

upon 
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upon  any  matter  that  may  have  given  any  offence, 
that  matter  was  not  of  my  own  feeking  •,  it  was 
not  the  confequence  of  a  prying  curioHty  •,  it  was 
obtruded  upon  me  in  a  very  unhandfome  anddif- 
aG;reeable  manner.     As  to  opinions   delivered  in 
the  freedom  of  converfation  and  focial  intercourfci 
for  thefe  1  hope  I  need  not  make  any  apology. 
Here  {  plead  the  common   practice  of  the  coun- 
try,   and   efpecia'ly    the  pradice  of  L'Orient  •, 
where  furmifes  fuited  to  the  uifnes  of  its  inha- 
bitants, are   induftrioufly   propaj^ated  as  fadls  •, 
and  where  a  manifeft  partiality   fpotts  with   un- 
bounded freedom,  not  only  with  truth,  but  with 
inftitutions  univerfally   deemed   effential  to   the 
pro/perity  of  political,   and  infeparable  from  the 
exiftence  of  commercial  focieties. — If  the  letiers 
of  individuals  (under  the  folemn  feal   which  all 
ftates  have  fandifled)  are  not   facred   in  public 
offices,  the  interefts   of  commerce  are   injured, 
and    national  faith  lliaken,  if  not  deftroyed  :   it 
any  unjuftiffable   freedom  has  been  taken    with 
my  private  correfpondence,   ( fhall  reprefent  it  in 
an  open  letter  to  the  reprefentative  of  the  fove- 
ri-ign   of  my   nation.     Guilty   minds  alone  are 
frarful.       Even  without    the    protedlion  of  the 
Britifli  ambaflador,    i  iliould  not  apprehend  any 
injuftice  in    Frnnce.     I  would   confidently  look 
for  jufliice,   an'd  eafiiy  obtain  it.     The  police  of 
this  nation  is  excellent,  and  is  impartially  excrr 
cifed  in  favour  of  all  who  know  how   to    avail 
themfilves  of  it,  whatever  be   their  country  or 
their  rank  in   life.     NeverthekTs,  I    can  deafly 
perceive   thiit   individuals    in  this   province   are 
guilty  of-manifoid  adls  of  injuftice  to  my  country. 
'  Thtfe 
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Thefe  men  are,  in  my  humble  opinion,  enemies 
to  the  profperity  of  i^Vance,  England,  and  Ame- 
lica,  as  v/ell  as  to  the  general  tranquility  of  Eu- 
rope. From  the  origin  of  the  prefent  unhappy 
conteft,  I  eafily  forefaw  the  evils  which  were 
likely  to  arifc  from  wrong  information  and  poli- 
tical fadion.  I  wifhed  for  an  honourable,  libe- 
ral, and  conditutional  accommodation  between 
the  branches  of  the  fame  trunk,  the  fubjeds  of 
the  fame  crown,  pofleffing  the  fame  civil  and  re- 
ligious principles,  the  mutual  fupport  of  each 
other  j  but  whofe  public  profperity  and  private 
happinefs,  unfortunately  for  both,  have  excited 
the  envy  of  other  nations.  My  condud:  has  uni- 
formly been  agreeable  to  thefe  fentiments  -,  ii^n- 
timents  in  aBritifh  fubjeA,  which  lam  perfuad- 
ed  would  find  approbation  even  in  the  court  of 
Verfailles.  I  hope  I  am  a  good  citizen  of  the 
world ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  I  profcfs  what  I 
feel,  a  moft  cordial  prediledion  foi-  my  native 
country.  I  have  often,  Sir,  had  occafion  to 
admire  your  prudent  caution  with  regard  to  pub- 
lic affairs  :  for  whether  in  complaifance  to  your 
gueft,  or  from  whatever  other  caufe,  your  re- 
ferve  on  political  fubj'ic5!:s  in  my  company,  has 
hitherto  made  it  a  queflion  with  me,  to  which 
llde  your  wilhes  incline  :  neither  have  I.  ever  en- 
deavoured to  difcover  them.  My  fentiments  I 
have  never  concealed,  and  I  hope  I  need  not  be 
afhamed  to  avow  them.  It  becomes  a  liritifh 
fubfe<5t  to  hold  in  abhorrence  the  condud  of  fuch 
perfons  as  clandeftinely  furniflr  the  means  of 
protrading  an  unnatural  and  i.nhuman  rebellion, 
which  depopulates  other  countries  v/ithout  en- 

vi '-I'll  nor 
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rkhing  their  own,  and  which  may  in  its  confe- 
quences  be  produdive  of  the  raofl  ferious  evils 
to  all  Europe. 

If  your  civilities  to  a  {Iranger  are  conftrued  il- 
liberally hy  cortradted  minds,  T  fhall  deeply  re- 
gret my  want  of  refolution  to  refill  the  polite  in- 
vitation of  M.  and   Madame  F ,  of  whofe 

goodnefs  I  fhall  retain  a.  lively  fenfe  as  long  as  I 
live. 

Vv^ith  thefe  fentiments.  Sir,  I  give  you  Icive 
to  exhibit  them  wherever  and  on  whatever  oc- 
cafion  you  may  think  proper. 

1  have  the  honour,  &c. 


LETTER    V. 


To  R W ,  Efq. 

NantZf   -^d  January f   1778. 

THE  prohibition  is  withdrawn,  and  private 
ihips  are  permitted  to  take  out  the  ufual 
documents,  (what  we  call  clearances)  tor  India. 
I  have  fixed  upon  my  cabin,  and  prepared  the 
necefTary  accommodations  for  fea.  The  fliip  is 
ready,  and  we  are  eager  to  embrace  the  fiift  fair 
wind  to  depart  •,  yet,  having  previoufly  confult- 
ed  the  armateur,  1  determined  to  hazard  a  jour- 
ney to  Rennes,  which  is  the  capital  of  Bretagne, 
in  order  to  meet  a  gentleman  from  Bourdeaux, 
to  whom  I  am  to  commit  the  cuftody  of  my  laft 
letters  to  Great  Britain  ;  and  1  have  chofen,  at 

the 
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the  expence  of  twenty  miles   extraordinary,  to 
take  this  great  commercial  city  in  my  way. 

In  my  excurfions  through  various  countries, 
I  have  for  the  firit  time  been  created  with  incivili- 
ty at  L'Orient,  in  the  kingdom  of  France,  where, 
of  all  parts  of  the  world,  incivility  was  leaft  to  be 
expeded.  But  the  airy  genius  of  France,  in  the 
full  career  of  politenefs,  is  not  inattentive  to  the 
didates  of  political  wifdom. 

L.'Orient,    Nantz,   and   Dunkirk,  of-  all  the 
ports  of  France,  are  the  moft  diftinguifhed  for  zn 
attachment  to  the  American  caufe,  and  a  zeal- 
ous  oppofition  to  that  of  Britain.     The  people 
of  the   American  frigates  (the   Raleigh   and  Al- 
fred) that  failed  lately  from  L'Orient,  knew  me, 
and  could  not  be  perfuaded  that  the  place  of  my 
deftination  v/as  India.     They  gave  fuch  an  ac- 
count of  me  to  their  agents,  that  I  foon  became 
an  objeifl  of  fufpicion,  and  all  my  motions  were 
watched  with  the  ftri<ilefl:  vigi lance- 
On  the  fifteenth  of  November  I  obtained  his 
moft   Chriflian   Majefty's   mandamus,  counter- 
figncd    by  his   minifter  of  ftate,  the   Count  de 
Vergennes,    for   permiflion  "  To   pafs  free  and 
without  moleftation  to  L'Orient,   in  order  that  I 
might  there  embark  for  India."  After  my  arriv- 
al at  L'Orient,  M.  L'AvajfTe,  a  merchant,  for 
whom  I  had  left  a  letter,  called  upon    me,  and 
we  walked  together  into  the  yon.     He  a&ed  if 
I  had  been  to  wait  on  the  principal  oincers  ?  I 
anfwered,  that  1  had  not  -,  and  at  the  fame  time 
made  an  apology   for  this  part  of  my  condud:. 

M.  L'A e  faid,  we  are  now  near  the  houfe 

of  the  CommifTary  of  marine,  and  it  will  be  pro- 
per 
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per  to  call  upon  him.  I  replied,  with  all  my 
heart,  if  the  time  be  not  unfeafonable;  We  en- 
tered, the  Commifiary  was  invifible,  and  we 
hfz  our  names.  Next  morning,  accompanied  by 

M.  A r — d,  who  was   aifo  a  merchant  of 

L'Orient,  and  a  Frciich  gentleman,  M.  Boute% 
captain  of  a  fhip,  1  waited  a  fecond  time  on  the 
CommifTary,  who  received  us  in  his  office.  On 
my  being  prefented  to  him  as  an  Englifh  gentle- 
man going  to  India  by  the  firft  ihip,  he  afked, 
with  i^reat  rudenefs,  if  that  was  the  Engli/hman 
that  had  walked  into  the  port  yefterday,  and  was 
fufpeded  of  not  having  had  any  introdu6lion  to 

any  perfon  in  the  place  ?    M.  A r — d  then 

fet  the  CommiiTary  right,  with  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter, very  diftindly.  The  Commifiary  next  afk- 
ed, if  Monfieur  had  a  permifTion  to  embark  ? 
He  was  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  and  the 
king's  mandamus  was  laid  before  him,  counter- 
figned  by  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  The  man- 
ner in  which  the  Commiffiiry  had  received  me, 
ceafed  to  amaze  me,  when  I  beheld  the  contempt 
with  which  he  treated  his  royal  mafter's  figna- 
ture.  "  If  Monfieur,"  faid  he,  "  has  no  other 
permiffion,  I  fliall  not  fuffer  him  to  embark  in 
any  fhip  from  L'Orient."  We  took  leave  of 
this  menu  officier,  and  waited  on  M.  de  la 
Vigne,  the  commandant  of  the  port,  who  re- 
ceived me  with  all  thepolitenefs  of  a  French  gen- 
*»tleman.  I  alfo  waited  on  M.  Fremlcourt  com- 
mandant of  the  town,  who  received  me  with  great 
polltenefs.  After  all  thefe  ceremonies  were  over, 
M.  A r — d,  with  his  ufual  goodnefs,  un- 
dertook  to   write   to   his   brother-in-law,    Mr. 

Vincent, 
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Vincent,  of  Paris,  to  folicit  a  paflport  for  me 
from  M.  deSartine.  1  judged  it  prudent  to  fe- 
cond  Mr.  Vincent's  application,  which  I  . 
did  by  writing  an  exadt  ilate  of  my  cafe  to  the 
Lord  Vi  (count  Storm  on  t,  the  Englifli  ambaflii- 
dor  at  the  court  of  Verlailies.  Tiiis"  ftep  I 
thought  abfolutely  neceffary  :  far  I  had  been  re- 
prefsnced  by  the  Americans,  as  a  member  of  the 
legiflatuie  of  Grenada,  as  a  principal  oflicer  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty's  cuftoms,  and  on  the 
whole,  as  a  perlon  who  could  not  in  truth  be 
bound  for  India.  In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Vin- 
cent's application  to  the  juftice  of  M.  de  Sartine, 
was  alone  fufficient  for  my  purpofe.  I  obtained, 
without  diffiv.uhy,  the  defired  padport. 

In  my  letter  to  Lord  Stormont,  which  wore 
the  complexion  of  a  complaint,  I  took  care  to 
intermix  with  the  detail  I  gave  his  Lordfhip, 
but  in  an  indiredl  manner,  feveral  particulars 
which  it  was  of  more  importance  to  my  nation 
that  his  Lordfhip  fhould  know,  than  the  difii- 
culties  I  had  to  encounter  before  I  fhould  be  per- 
mitted to  embark  at  L'Orient.  I  gave  his  Lord- 
fhip an  idea  of  the  underhand  work  that  was  go- 
ing forward  in  that  port,  and  an  account  of  the 
military  fi:ores  that  were  put  on  board  of  fhips 
bound  for  America.  Whether  thefe  hints  were 
thought  fufHcient  grounds  for  any  enquiry  on 
the  part  of  L.ord  Stormont,  or  whether  that  vi- 
gilant and  able  minlfter  had  not  beerj  ap^'rized  of 
the  circumftanccs  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  com- 
municate before  I  took  the  liberty  of  writing  to 
him,  I  do  not  know  :  but  this  I  know,  that 
from  the  moment  the  Commiirary  of  marine  was 

informed. 
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informed,  that  I  had  wrote  to  the  Britlfh  am- 
baflador,  he  became  more  particular  than  ever  in 
his  enquiries  concerning  me,  my  deftina-ion, 
connedions,  &c.  infomuch,  that  feme  of  my 
friends  at  L'Orient  he^an  to  be  uneafy  about  my 
fafety.  I  was  at  that  time  at  Hennebon,  for  the 
fake  of  air  and  health  -,  and  being  apprehenfive 
that  the  jealoufy  and  refentment  of  the  Commif- 
fary  might  attempt  feme  mifchitf  againft  the 
gentleman  w:th  uhom  i  lived,  I  judged  it  proper 
to  communicate  to  him  what  1  heard,  of  the  fuf- 
picions  that  were  entertained  of  me  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time,  by  a  declaration  of  his  innocence, 
which  was  founded  in  the  ftridefh  truth,  to  vin- 
dicatehis  charader  from  any  afperfions  that  might 
be  thrown  upon  it  on  my  account.  A  copy  of 
this  letter,  which  I  here  inclofe,  will  give  you 
an  idea  of  my  conducft  on  that  occafion.  You  will 
think.it,  perhaps,  rather  bold  ;  but  in  all  proba- 
bility it  has  been  the  means  of  prelerving 
me  from  the  greateft  infuhs,  the  general  confe- 
quences,  in  fituations  fimilar  to  mine,  of  betray- 
ing any  fymptoms  of  apprehenfion.  Kven  now, 
lam  not,  after  all  that  is  pafTed,  certain  that  1 
/hall  be  permitted  to  purfue  my  voyage  to  India 
from  this  country.  I  found  this  doubt  on  the 
probability  that  the  court  of  Verfailles  will  foon 
come  to  an  open  rupture  with  that  of  London  : 
and  this  probability  I  infer  from  fafts,  from  de- 
clarations, from  general  appearances,  and  from 
my  intercourie  with  perfons  of  this  nation,  as 
well  as  agents  of  America. 

The   liaft  India  expedition  is  fufpended   only 
for  a  feafon.     The  force  that  was  deflined  to  at- 
tack . 
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lack  the  Engllfh  fettlements  in  the  Eaft,  will  be 
fent,  in  the  firft  place,  to  fupport  the  Americans. 
Eleven  vefiels  are  now  loaded,  and  have  proba- 
bly failed  from  L'Orient  and  Nantz  for  Bofton, 
having  on  board  heavy  artillery,  ammunition,, 
cloathing,  fait,  and  provifions.  The  American 
fhips  were  conduced,  with  the  greateft  fecrecy, 
by  a  French  frigate,  until  they  were  clear  of  the 
bay  of  Bifcay. 

The  treaty  on  foot  between  Mr.  Franklin  and 
the  court  of  France,  is  for  an  alliance  offenfive  and 
defenfive.  On  the  one  hand  it  is  propofed,  that 
F'rance  fhall  fiipport  the  independence  of  North 
America  ,  and  on  the  other,  that  America  fhall 
yield  up  to  France  the  exclufive  trade  of  the 
fourteen  provinces,  the  Carolinas,  Virginia,  and 
Maryland.  I  have  learned  ftill  farther,  by  a 
frigate  which  arrived  at  L'Orient  on  the  17th  of 
Jaft  month  from  Pondicherry  and  L'Ifle  de  France, 
that  a  treaty  has  been  concluded  between  aMon- 
fieur  St.  Lubin  on  the  part  of  France,  and  the 
celebrated  Hyder  Ally  Cawn,  the  powerful  and 
inveterate  enemy  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  the 
Englifh.  The  objedt  of  this  confederacy  is  the 
invafion  of  the  Carnatic,  the  emancipation  of 
the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  the  re-eftablifiiment 
in  Afia  of  the  commerce  and  influence  of  France. 
The  French  mean  to  fend  out  this  feafon  only 
eight  hundred  recruits  in  private  fnips,  to  carry 
befides  coals,  (lores,  and  ammunition  ;  and  all 
this  is  only  preparatory  to  the  grand  operations  of 
the  enfuing  year,  which  will  be  conduced  by 
General  Bellecombe  and  the  Count  D'Fflaign. 
A  very  fine  frigate,  called  La  Sartine,  in   com- 
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pliment  to  the  minifter  of  the  marine  department, 
who  is  the  foul  of  the  cabinet,  and  the  grand  pro- 
j,e{5lor  of  all  fchemes  in  this  nation,  failed  from 
JSourdeaux  about  twelve  or  fifteen  months  ago,, 
filled  with  great  and  fmall  arms,  ammunition, 
and  other  ftores,  cloathing,  and  fome  merchan- 
c^ize,  under  the  diredion  of  Monfieur  de  St. 
Lubin,  who  has  been  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  and 
fucceeded  on  the  principal  objed:  of  his  mifTion. 

As  the  port  and  town  of  L'Orient  have  an  ex- 
clufive  right  to  receive  all  imports  eaftward  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  condition  of  paying 
five  per  cent,  indult  on  the  grofs  fale  (which  is 
made  in  the  king's  warehoufes)  befides  the  ufual 
duties  •,  fo  they  have  not  hitherto  participated  in 
the  trade  of  the  "Weft.  But  as  there  is  not  any 
exprefs  ftipulation  againft  the  weftern  imports, 
they  are  now  endeavouring  to  engage  the  Ame- 
ricans to  trade  chiefly  with  them ;  and  their  en- 
deavours are  likely  to  prove  fuccefsful. 

The  merchants  of  Nantz  (which  enjoys  a  com- 
munication with  the  beautiful  river  Loire,  which 
falls  into  the  ocean  near  the  bottom  of  the  bay 
of  Bifcay,  and  which  is  navigable,  as  well  as- 
many  of  its  branches,  even  to  the  interior  parts 
of  the  kingdom)  behold  the  rivality  of  L'Orient 
with  evident  fymptonis  of  jealoufy  and  difcon- 
tent. — It  is  remarkable,  that  the  city  of  Nantz 
has  always  been  the  moft  forward  in  France,  to 
enter  into,  and  fupport  meafures  hoftile  to  Bri- 
tain. In  the  year  1744,  the  merchants  of  Nantz 
were  the  engine  which  moved  the  Preten- 
der to  urge  his  claim  to  the  throne  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  they  furnifned  him  with  arms,  ammuniti- 
on 
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on,  money,  and  fhipping  for  the  purpofe  of  tranf- 
porting  him  and  his  adherents  to  Scotland  -,  and 
entered  into  a  moft  enlarged  plan,  in  order  to  fa- 
vour his  views.  They  have,  in  like  manner, 
been  uncommonly  zealous  and  adlive  in  fupport- 
ing  the  pretenfions  of  the  Americans,  and  in  fup- 
plyingall  their  wants. 

The  city  of  Nantz  is  large,  healthy,  popu- 
lous, commodious  in  the  higheft  degree  for  com- 
merce, as  I  have  already  obferved,  and  remark- 
bly  pleafant  by  means  of  the  Loire.  Ships  of 
any  mercantile  burthen,  and  in  any  numbers, 
can  enter  the  river,  and  come  up  to  the  city.  I 
conceive  the  navigation  of  the  Loire  to  be  per- 
fedly  fecure  for  about  thirty  miles  ;  nor  is  it  de- 
fended, as  far  as  I  can  learn,  any  more  than  the 
city  of  Nantz,  by  any  regular  fortifications. 

L'Orient  is  not  only  ftrongly  defended  by  the 
fortrefs  of  port  Lewis,  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour, and  by  feveral  batteries  on  the  oppofite 
point,  but  alfo  by  others  which  protedt  the  inner 
harbour ;  befides  that  the  city  itfelf  is  a  regular 
fortification.  The  houfes  of  L'Orient,  its  ftreets, 
and  the  appearance  of  its  inhabitants,  who,  not- 
withftanding  its  fmall  compafs,  are  faid  to 
amount  to  twentv  thoufand  fouls,  exhibit  a  mo.ft 
llriking  proof  of  the  mighty  advantages  of  com- 
merce. Indeed,  1  have  conftantly  been  able  to 
judge  of  the  excellence  or  defedts  of  any  civil 
conftitution,  as  well  as  of  the  virtue  or  corrupti- 
on of  thofe  in  power,  in  any  country,  by  the  firfi: 
appearance  of  the  people,  the  ftreets,  and  the 
houfes. 

D  2  This 
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This  will,  in  ail  probability,  be  the  laft  letter 
you  will  receive  from  me  in  Europe.  As  1  am 
certain  that  your  kindeft  wifhes  accompany  me, 
fo  you  may  he  afTured  that  my  heart  makes  a 
fuitable  return  of  the  warmeft  affedtion  for  you, 
and  that  I  ihall  rejoice  in  every  account  that  in- 
forms me  of  your  happinefs. 

Adieu, 


LETTER    VI. 


The  Kight  honourable  Lord  N h. 

At  Sea,   I2th  May,   1778; 
by  the -way  of  Ht.  Helena. 

VARIOUS  circumftances  have  concurred  to 
furniih  me  with  means  of  information  con- 
cerning the  political  interefts  of  Britain,  as  well 
as  the  views  of  other  nations,  her  fecrct  enemies. 
1  have  the  fatisfadion  of  being  perfuaded,  that 
]aft  winter,  I  communicated  to  the  ambaflador  at 
Paris,  fome  hints  which  were  of  public. impor. 
tance.  1  alfo  endeavoured,  through  indiredl 
channels,  to  convey  others  to  adminiftration  at 
home.  I  was  then  waiting  for  a  paOage  to  India 
at  L'Orient,  where,  as  wtll  as  at  neighbouring 
ports,  I  difcovered  tranfadions,  inimical  in  the 
highefc  degree  to  England,  which  I  thought  it 
mv  duty  to  lay  before  government.  Among 
other  things,  1  mentioned  a  piece  of  fecret  in- 
telligence, which  was  brought  in  December  laft 
•    ^  to 
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to  L*OrIent,  from  the  Ifle  of  France,  by  a  fri- 
gate of  war,  the  Confolante.  It  v/as,  f-hat  the 
Chevalier  de  Lubin  had  concluded  a  treaty  with 
Hyder  Ally  Cawn,  to  which  the  Rajah  of  Tan- 
jore  had  acceded.  The  reafons  which  incline  me 
to  give  credit  to  this  report,  will  not,  perhaps, 
be  thought  li^ht  or  trifling  by  your  Lordfhip. 

I  am  enabled,  by  chaiice^  to  explain  to  your 
Lordfhip,  the  myfterious  charadler  atid  fituatioii 
of  M  St.  Lubin,  and  for  this  I  am  indebted  to 
a  fellow  pafTenger,  who  formerly  held  an  office  of 
truft  in  the  civil  fervice  of  the  late  French  Bail 
India  Company,  and  fmce,  in  that  ot  the  crown  ; 
a  man  of  charader,  who  has  good  profpeds,  and 
poffeffes  the  beft  means  ot  informatkn, 

M.  St.  Lubin  is  a  perfon  without  any  vifible 
fortune,    who,  by  a  long  unfettled  refidence  in 
India,  has  acquired  an  uncommon  knowledge  of 
the  cuftoms,  manjj^ers,  policy,  trade,  language, 
fituations,  and  difpofitions  ot  the  fevcral  powers 
of   that   country,    both    native  and    European. 
From  the  ftation  of  a  private  foldier  in  Mauriti-  , 
us,    by   genius,    adivit-y,    addrefs,     fluency  of 
fpeech,  and  withal  a  confiderable  fhare  of  aflur- 
ance,  he  has  rifen  to  his  prefent  eminence.     He 
ingratiated  himfeU   very  much  with  fome  of  the 
diredors  of  the  late  Eaft  India   Company  -,    and 
fince  the  fufpenfion  of  their  charter,  he  has  ac- 
quired the  favour  and  confidence  of  M.  de  Sar- 
tine  in  fo  high  a  degree,  that  if  his  abilities  had 
not  been  thought  more  ufefully  employed   in  a 
walk  of  life  not  fo  public,  he  would  have  been 
appointed  to   the  government  of  Pondicherry  : 
this  would  have  afforded  a  furprifing  fpedacle  to 
D  Q  the 
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the  governor  of  the  Ifle  of  France,  who  a  few 
years  ago  treated   M.  St.  Lubin  in  a  very  dif^ 
graceful    manner,    on  fufpicion  of  his  being  too 
much  in  the  confidence  of  the  EngHfh.     hie  has 
lately  been  dignified  with  a   military  order,  and 
is  now  invefted   with   the  fole  direction  of  two 
large  trading  fhips  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  where 
his  addrefs,  his  knowledge,  and  his  ready  accefs 
to  Hyder  Ally  and  the  Maratta  tribes,  are  very 
likely  to  attain  the  objed:  of  his  employers,  the 
re-eflablifhment  of  their  trade,  and    the  refump- 
tion  of  their  charter.     The  political  fyftem   re- 
lative to  India,  of  the  Duke  of  Choifelih  is  ap- 
parently the  prefent  fyftem  of  France,  as  well  as 
of  Britain  :  it  is   intended  to  referve  the  territo- 
rial property  in  the  hands  of  the  crown ',  at  the 
lame  time   to  give  every  poffible  encouragement 
to  the    Company  as  merchants,  in   a  line  faited 
to  their  education,  profefTion/  and  capacity. 

Monfieur  de  Sartine  is,  doubtlefs,  the  mofl 
fubtle,  temporizing,  and  adhive  politician  in  the 
French  adminiftration,  and  promifes  to  procure 
flability  in  one  department  of  ftate  or  other. 
After  the  example  of  the  Duke  of  Choifeul,  he 
difcovers  the  firft  mercantile  geniufes  in  the  city 
of  Paris,  and  avails  himfelf  of  their  ability  and 
experience.  He  is  now  concerting  with  them 
meafures,  as  conducive  to  the  interefts  of  his  own 
nation,  as  they  arelubverfiveof  thofe  of  Britain. 
Your  Lordfhip's  judgment,  informed  by  an  inter- 
courfe  with  perfons  acquainted  with  the  local  and 
political  circumftancesot  Hindoftan,  will  direct  the 
ineafuresmoftlikelytocounteradthemachinations 

of 
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of  M.  de  Sartine,  and  to  fruftrate  the  views  of  a 
rtate  extremely  ambitious  of  the  trade  of  India, 
and  jealous  of  the  influence  which  Great  Britain 
has  eftablifhed  in  that  quarter  of  the  world.  But 
here  your  Lordfhip  has  many  obftacles  to  en- 
counter, in  the  unabating  refentment  of  Hyder 
Ally  Cawn,  who  conceives  the  power  of  Britain 
to  be  the  only  obftrudion  in  his  career  to  abfolute 
dominion  in  the  Decan  •,  and  the  awakened  ambi- 
tion of  a  nominal  king*  bearing  royalty  in  fetters, 
:ind  mortified  bv  the  humiliating  condition  to 
which  he  is  reduced,  but  who  had  hitherto  want- 
ed refolution  to  reject  the  unworthy  terms  on 
which  he  held  his  fovereignty,  or  (o  much  as  to 
avow  a  wifli  for  his  emancipation. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  alfo  be  led  to  confider  how 
far  it  is  confident  with  found  policy  to  fecure, 
without  extending,  the  territorial  acquifitions  of 
Britain  in  Hindoftan  •,  and  how  necefTary  it  is  to 
counterbalance  the  influence  of  ambitious  rivals, 
who  will,  no  doubt,  be  induflrious  to  alienate 
the  afFedtions  of  the  natives  from  the  Knglifh, 
and  to  fhake  their  confidence  in  Britifh  faith. 
It  will  farther  become  an  objedl  of  political  con- 
fideration,  whether  it  will  be  wifdom  to  commit 
the  chief  native  power,  into  the  hands  of  one 
mild,  jufl,  and  firm  prince,  in  whofe  friend- 
/hip  and  gratitude  you  may  fafely  confide  •,  or, 
by  dividing  the  power  of  the  Carnatic  §  among 
various  petty  pretenders  to  fovereignty,  to  render 
them  all  equally  ambitious,  jealous,  and  depend- 
ent j  dupes   to  the  artifices  of  divers  European 

♦  Rajah  of  Tanjore. 
§  This  alludes  only  to  the  Carnatic  and  the  kingdom  of  Tanjore. 

D  4  agents. 


$6  TRAVELS        IN 

agents,  who  will  flatter  each  of  them  with  pro- 

niifes  of  protection  and  uncontrolled  dominion. 

Ihis,  my  Lord,  is  a  queftion,  the  folution  of 
which  will  difFufe  its    influence  to   the  Ganges, 
Guzarat,  and  Malabar  :  and  in  order  to  folve  it, 
it  will  be  neceflary  previoufly  to  make  the  follow- 
ing inquiries:    ift.   Have   the   nation   and  com- 
pany,  conjunctly   or  feparately,  experienced  ho- 
nour, fidelity,  and  friendfhip  in  any  of  the  Afi- 
atic  princes  ?   2d.  Have  they  had  caufe  to  fufped: 
any  prince  in  Afia  of  treachery  ?  3d.  Have  the 
Engiifh  nation  and  company   adhered  inviolably 
to  their  engagements  with  Eaftern  princes.''  4th. 
Have  the  Company,  or  their  agents,  committed 
adions  which  may   have   loofened  the  bands  of 
friendfhip,    deftroyed    the    confidence    of    the 
princes  of  the  Eaft,  and   withdrawn  the  afFedi- 
ons  of  the  people  ?    5th.  Can  any  future  ad  of 
thp  Company  regain  and  fecure  the  confidence  of 
Afiatic  princes,  and  the  afFedions  of  their  fubjeds? 
6th.  Is   the  faith  of  government   (confidered  as 
diftind  from  the  company)  yet  entire    in    the 
Eafl  ?     7th.  May  not  the  interference  of  govern- 
ment,    by    a   rigid    adminiflration   of    juftice, 
reftore  the  influence  of  the  EnglilK  name,  and  re- 
eftablifh  the  Company  in  the   confidence  and 
efteem  of  the  princes  and  people  of  Hindoftan  .'' 
8  th.  Have  not  the  Europeans  greater  reafon  to 
exped   the    benefits  of  commerce,  juf^ice,   and 
protedion,  from  a  jufl,  mild,  and  humane  prince, 
than   from  an  ufurper,  political,  bold,  and  am- 
bitious ;  but  ignorant  of  .the  laws,  and  a  flranger 
to  the  fweets  or  commerce  ? — fhi\  let  it  be  feri- 
oufly  confidered,  that  the  Avhole  government  of 

the 


EUROPE,  ASIA,  AND  AFRICA.    5^ 

the  Decan  muft  fall  into  the  hands  of  Hydcr 
Ally  Cawn^  if  it  is  wrcfted  on  the  coaft  of  Coro- 
mandel  from  the  legal  fovereign  of  the  Carna- 
tic. — 9th.  Are  not  the  territorial  revenues  in  In- 
diri,  with  other  manifold  advantages  refulting 
therefrom  to  the  Englifh  nation,  capable,  under 
prudent  management,  of  contributing  largely  to 
the  extin(5tion  of  the  national  debt  ? — It  would 
be  fufncient  that  it  ihould  reduce  it  to  that  quan- 
tum \^hith,  by  dividirtg  a  reafonable  interefl,  and 
fecuring  public  credit,  would  add  ftrength  to  the 
nation,  by  attaching  rich  individuals  to  govern- 
ment, and  by  inviting  them  to  commit  their  for^ 
tunes  into  the  pubhc  funds. 

The  pre(ent,  my  Lord,  is  a  period  big  with 
important  events  in  the  two  extremes  of  the 
globe.  Hitherto  the  power  of  arms  which  ac- 
quired, hath  alfo  fecured  European  influence  in 
Afia.  But  the  natives  being  now  inftrudled  In 
the  ufe  of  arms  and  the  art  of  war,  a  permanent 
influence  among  them  is  to  be  expedlcd  only 
from  a  mild  and  wife  fyftem  of  politics,  founded 
like  the  original  inftitutions  of  India,  on  virtue 
and  juftice*.  The  tyrannical  fyftem  eftablifhed 
in  Afia  by  adventurers  from  that  divifion  of  the 
world  which  is  falfely  confldercd  as  being  the 
fartheft  advanced  in  refinement  and  humanity, 
mufl;  be  exploded  ;  a  fpiritof  commercial  liberty 
mufl:  fucceed,  whofe  mild  and  beneficial  Influ- 
ence will  gradually  banilh  all  ideas  of  defpotifm 
from  European  breads,  and  difpel  of  courfe  that 

*  The  Indians  have  now  becocae  lefs  virtnons  than  fhcy  were  formerly, 
from  their  intcrccurfe  with  Europeans,  who  forced  them  to  pra£^tfc  the 
a-^ti  of  deceit  for  their  o«'o  prcfcrvatioo. 

melancholy. 


58  TRAVELS       IN 

melancholy,  diftruft  and  apprehenfion,  which  un- 
fortunately have  fo  long  hung  over  the  minds  of 
the  gentle  natives  of  the  Eaft.  —  There  is  not  in 
the  world  a  people  naturally  more  virtuous,  more 
tradable  and  docile,  or  capable  of  arriving  at 
greater  perfection  in  thofe  arts  which  give  elafti- 
city  to  the  fprings  of  commerce,  than  thofe 
over  whom  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company 
have  extended  their  dorriinion  in  Afia.  ' 

Pardon,  my  Lord,  this  digreffion— this  Letter 
will,  in  all  probability,  releafe  your  Lordfhip 
from  the  intrufions  of  a  fpeculative  correfpond- 
ent,  whofe  talents  bear  no  proportion  to  his  love 
of  his  country,  but  who  neverthelefs  wifhes  to 
contribute  his  mite  to  its  aggrandizement,  by 
laying  thefe  ideas  before  the  Britifh  minifter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 


LETTER    VIL 
To  J- T^ ,  Efq;  London. 

At  Seat  May  17,  1778. 
lat.  2'J.  S.  long.  15.  IV.  from  Paris. 

I  HAVE  already  taken  an  opportunity  of  fend- 
ing you  two  letters  by  the  Queen,  bound  for 
St.  Helena.  A  favourable  wind  has  continued 
that  fhip  in  our  company  longer  than  we  expeft- 
cd,  and  has  enabled  me  to  add  a  third.  On  re- 
perufing  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  fent  under 
your  cover  to  Lord  N ,  I  have   difcovered 
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the  omifTion  of  feveral  material   circumftances, 
tending  to  create  great  fufpicions  of  the  hoftile 
views  of  France   in  Afia,  which,  if  they  fhould 
prove  fuccefsful,  would   be  fatal  to  the  Englifii 
Eail:  India  Company,  detrimental  to  the  Britifh 
nation^   and  ruinous  to  their  firm  and  faithful 
friend  and  ally,  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic.     The 
Sartine  of  800  tons,  mounting  30  guns,  is  more 
elegant,  and  has  more  accommodations  than  any 
fhip  belonging  to  France.     In  this  vefTel  M.  St. 
Lubin  frequently  entertains  Hyder  Ally,  the  prin- 
cipal Maratta  chiefs,  and  other  Malabar  princes, 
inflate;  exhibiting  on  thofeoccafions,  the  feverai 
colours  of  the  Maratta  and  India  nations,  provid- 
ed for  this  purpofe  in  the  city  of  Bourdeaux, 
The  Chevalier  carried  out  fome  merchandife  with 
himy  as  well  to  ferve  for  a  blind,  as  to  fupply  im- 
mediate   neceffaries.     The   bulk   of  his   lading 
confifts  in  arms  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  pro- 
per both  for  fortifications  and  the  field.     He  is  fo 
much   in    the  good  graces  of  Hyder,  that  the 
French  flag  is  often  difplayed  by  that  prince  over 
the  walls  of  Mangalore,   his  principal  fortrefe. 
The  mafters  of  the  fhips  under  the  diredion  of 
St.  Lubin,  have  orders  to  pay  implicit  obedience 
to  all  his  commands.     They  are  perfectly  uhac- 
quainted    with   his  plans  and   purpofes.     In  the 
mean  time,  they  are   impatient  of  their  ina(5ti- 
vity,  which  difappoints  their   views  of  private 
trade. 

1 1  is  faid,  that  St, Lubin,  on  fome  public  occafions, 
bears  marks  of  high  diftindlion,  even  a  red  rib- 
band. 
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band.— I  commit  thefe  additional  fadts  to  your 
difcretion,  if  they  fhall  appear  as  important  to  you 
as  they  do  to  me,  you  will  communicate  them. 

I  remain  as  ufual,  &c.  &c. 


LETTER    VIII. 
To  — 


At  Sea,  in  the  Jl?'ip  Briffon,  5  June,  1 7 78. 

THE  laft  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
addrefs  to  my  fair  friend,  was  dated  at  Ma- 
deira, l5tli  March,  the  day  on  which  I  re-em- 
barked to  purfue  my  voyage  to  India.  In  that 
letter,  I  gave  you  an  account  of  the  fevere  illnefs 
under  which  1  laboured,  when  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay, 
for  the  fpace  of  nineteen  daySj  without  any  very 
fenfibic  In  term  i  (Hon-,  of  the  happy  and  rapid 
efFedl  of  that  hofpitality,  for  which  the  Britifh 
merchants  in  that  illand  are  eminently  diflinguifh- 
ed-,  of  the  kind  and  unremitted  attention  of  cap- 
tain de  Chefeaux  of  the  BriiTon  i  and  of  the  good- 
nefs  of  my  honefl:  fellow-paflenger,  the  reverend 

Mr.  Y e. 

Contrary  winds,  continued  calms,  and  crofs 
currents,  have  made  our  pafTage  from  the  day 
of  re-embarkation  at  Madeira  to  this  moment, 
very  long  and  tedious.  We  arc  now  ftanding  for 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  w^hich  may  be  reckoned 
raore  than  half,  and  lefs  than  two-thirds,  of  the 
outward  palTage  to  I.ndia:  a  computation  which  Is 

referved 
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rcverfed  in  the  homeward  pafTage,  oa  account  of 
that  circuit  which  the  trade-winds  render  as  ne- 
ceflary  in  the  eaftern  as  in  the  weftern  feas  with- 
in the  tropics. — As  we  are  likely  foon  to  have  a 
week's  refrefhnient  among  the  Mynheers  and 
Hottentots,  I  fhall  occalionalJy  drink  a  glafs  of 
pure  Conftantia  to  the  health  of  my  abfent  friend. 
Our  paflags  has  not  hitherto  produced  any 
occurrences  that  could  yield  amufement  to  my 
fair  relation:  if  it  had,  I  fhould  have  felt  a  very 
fenfible  pleafure  in  reciting  them.  Our  fhip  is 
eafy;  but  rather  a  flow  than  a  fad:  failer.  Whe- 
ther it  be,  that  her  dimenfions  between  decks 
have  been  fuited  to  the  fize  of  the  people 
of  the  country  to  which  fhe  belongs,  or  whe- 
ther it  be  the  effeft  of  a  ridiculous  parfimony, 
there  is  not  in  the  fhip  a  cabbin  which  is  not  too 
low  for  my  moderate  ftature  by  fome  inches: 
fo  that  I  cannot  ftand  or  walk  upright,  am  de- 
prived of  ufeful  exercife,  and  in  conftant  danger 
of  breaking  my  head  or  my  neck.  In  the 
midft  of  the  inconveniencies  attending  this  de- 
prefledftate  of  exiftence,  I  find  fome  alleviation 
of  my  fufFerings,  in  the  affiduous  kindnefs  of 
the  captain,  who  labours  inccflantly  to  make 
the  pafiage  comfortable.  He  has,  naturally, 
a  good  and  feeling  heart,  and  I  am  perfuaded  is 
a  man  of  untainted  probity  and  honour.  His 
principal  officers,  following  the  example  of  their 
captain,  honour  me  with  marks  of  diftinguifhed 
refpeft-,  for  which  civilities,  I  am  indebted,  no 
doubt,  to  the  owners  and  Armateurs,  my  friends 

Meffrs,  A d  and  V 1.     All  the  officers  on 

board  appear  to  me  to  be  good  and  Ikilful  fea- 

men. 
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men.  Inftead  of  the  fpacious  apartment  that  was 
fitted  up  for  me  at  L'Orient,  I  enjoy  the  council- 
chamber  alone,  where  a  very  handfome  and  com- 
modious cott  is  fufpended  for  me,  in  which  1  en- 
joy at  night  pure  air-,  fo  that  I  have  occafion  to 
ufe  my  original  cabbin  only  for  the  purpofes  of 
writing  and  dreffing.     In  fuch  circumftances,  I 
ought  not  to  murmur  at  little  fubjeds  of  difcon- 
tent ;  but  on  the  contrary,  chearfully  to  comply 
with  the  cuftoms  and  habits  of  fo  kind  a  people. 
• — But  it  muft  be  allowed,  the  provifions,   which 
are   abundantly   plentiful,    are   not  of   the  beft 
quality;  the   cookery  tools  very  bad;   but   the 
bread,  paftry,  and  vermicelli  foup,  are  excellent. 
The  poultry  are  fo  old,  that  hungry  bull-dogs 
would  find  it  a  labour  to  tear  the  fowls  in  pieces. 
The  hams  arc  rotten:  the  falted  beef  old   and 
hard,  and  every   thing  proper  for  human  food, 
boiled  to  rags, and  covered  with  naftinefs.  What 
heterogeneous  and  naufeous  compounds  of  pork, 
beef,    geefe,    ducks,    fowls,    tripe,    fi{h,  bread, 
cabbag%  onions,  greafe,  &c. !   Thefe  ingredients 
are  boiled  up  together  into  a  mixture,  to  which 
they  give  the  name  of  foup.     Their  ragouts  and 
fauces  are  made  up  of  oil,  vinegar,  and  garlic. 
Sometimes  a  roafted  duck  or  a  lean  mutton  chop, 
refcued  from  a  load  of  naufeous  fauces,  is  prefent- 
ed  in  compliment   to  me  and  Mr.  Y — e.    But 
omlets  of  not  very  frefh  eggs  (for  they  have  been 
on  board  now  five  months)  have  been   my  chief 
fubfiilence  fince  I   left  Madeira.     The  captain, 
Mr.  Y — e,  and  I  breakfaft  and  fup  apart  in  the 
round  houle.     We  dine  in  the  grande  chambre, 
with  the  fix  fenior  officers,  the  furgeon,  capuchin 

friar 
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friar  as  chaplain,  two  more  paflengers,  and  the 
,  midfhipmen  in  rotation.  I  have  not  expended  a 
bottle  of  the  fliip*s  liquor fince  lean  eon  board, 
having  my  own  claret,  madeira,  and  old  brandy, 
each  ot  the  beft  quality .-^To  many  things  very 
difagreeable  to  me,  the  French  are  reconciled  by- 
habit;  nor  do  I  reproach  that  people  with  what 
cuftom  has  rendered  familiar  to  them,  and  even 
pleafant-,  but  were  I  to  undertake  another  voy- 
age from  France,  my  prefent  experience  would 
teach  me  how  to  make  it  very  comfortable;  p'o- 
vided  that  1  could  find  a  fecond  Captain  de  L  he- 
feaux,  who,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  treats  every 
individual  committed  to  his  charge  as  maiter  of 
the  Briflbn,  with  the  greateft  humanity  and  ten- 
dernefs,  is  fcrupuloufly  juft,  and  attentive  to  the 
interefts  of  his  employers,  and  the  fuccefs  of  the 
voyage.  Habit,  which  reconciles  a  French  tafle 
to  the  moft  naufeous  viands,  and  which  works 
fo  many  other  miracles,  has  made  the  pen  very 
familiar  to  my  fipgers,  and  rendered  fcribbling 
the  darling  amufement  of  my  fedentary  life.  It 
yields  that  folitary  kind  of  difTipation  which  is, 
at  this  time,  the  beft  fuited  both  to  my  fituatioii 
and  difpofition  ;  and  which,  by  contributing  to 
difpel  feme  impending  clouds  of  forrow,  confoles 
and  brightens  upthe  mind,  I  frequently  make  ex- 
curfions  into  the  ample  field  of  politics.  On  this 
fubjedt,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  tranfmit  fome 
ideas  to  the  ableft  ftatefmen  in  Britain  :  the  of- 
tenfible  minifter,  but  who,  in  too  many  inftances, 
does  not  dired,  but  obey. 

I   doubt  not   but   our  fhip's  company   may, 
from  my  conilant  reading  and   writing,  like  the 

people 
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people  of  L'Orient,  think  me  a  per/on  of  great 
importance.  They  may  iilently  tonje(5fcure  what 
matters  are  produced  by  all  thefe  writings.  But 
on  all  thefe  fubjeds  I  am  referved,  not  only  with 
them,  but  even  with  my  companion,  Mr. 
Y — e ;  who,  by  the  way,  will  never  difturb 
me  by  any  impertinent  enquiries,  for  he  has  not 
a  grain  of  political  curiofity  in  his  conftitution.  I 
now  and  then  fay,  that  this  is  a  fortunate  dilpo- 
iition  ;  it  enables  a  man  to  kill  time,  and  eafily 
reconciles  him  to  confinement. — A  propos,  Cap- 
tain de  Chefeaux  has  a  (mail  but  well-chofen 
library  :  I  have  read  it  all  over.  Among  other 
books,  I  found  three  quarto  volumes  of  the  ma- 
rine ordip.ances  of  France,  the  works  of  Abbe 
Raynal,  Voltaire,  Roufleau,  Vertot,  and  Mar- 
montel . — Another  thing  comfortable  in  our  little 
fociety,  is  that  without  violating  official  diftance, 
and  that  referve  which  is  naturally  impofed  by  fupe- 
riority  of  ftation,  the  officers  are  polite,  eafy  and 
happily  united  with  one  another  in  great  intima- 
cy and  friendfhip  ;  into  which  the  captain  enters; 
with  a  familiarity  which  conciliates  their  aifedion, 
without  diminifhing  their  refped:. 

That  you  may  not  have  any  excufe  for  writing 
(hort  letters,  1  fhall  make  little  difficulty  in  de- 
manding full  anfwers  to  the  queries  which  you 
will  find  fubjoined  to  this.  Ihe  letters  I  wrote 
to  you  before  my  departure  from  Port  Lewis, 
thofe  from  Madeira,  and  the  length  of  the  prefent 
give  me  an  undoubted  claim  as  a  creditor,  exclu- 
fively  ot  the  pretenfions  of  affinity  and  friend- 
fhip. I  was  juft  going  to  conclude  my  letter  ; 
but  I  will  ftrengthen  my  claim  as  a  creditor,  by 

making 
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making  it  yet  a  little  longer.-- — Remember, 
my  1-air  coufin,  one  of  my  lafl  injun(5lions,  not 
to  become  fuperflitious  or  a  nun.  I  know  your 
good  fenfe,  and  that  your  mind  is  not  one  of  the 
veakeft  :  but  the  air  of  a  religious  manfion  is 
infedious,  and  the  zeal  of  devotees  great,  and 
fometimes  wonderfully  fuccefsful.  By  way  of 
illuftrating  the  truth  of  this  pofition,  I  will  tell 
you  the  following  ftory,  with  which,  in  reality, 
I  fhall  clofe  this  long  epiftle. 

When  I  was  at  the   town  of  Aire,  in  Artois, 
one  of  the   brothers  of  the   Englifh  Francifcan 
convent,  an  honeftjolly  Yorkfhireman,  condu6t- 
ed  me  to  the  fnop  of  a  Monfieur  CoUins,  to  get 
my  watch  repaired.     I  found  Mr.  Collins  a  native 
of  London,  above  fourfcore  years   old,  making 
a  hard    fhifr,  by  mending   watches,  to   fupport 
himfelf  and  a  family,  confiding  of  two  ftrappina; 
daughters.     His  fight  had   greatly    failed  him, 
as  well  as  all  the  other  means  of  fubfiftence  and 
comfort,  except  his  memory,  his  induftry,   and 
his  religion.     As  he  was  a  converfible  man,  I 
found  not  a  little  entertainment  in  his  company  ; 
and  particularly,  in  his  relations  of  many  curious 
anecdotes  and  various  events,  which  had  occurred 
in  the  province  of  Artois  in  the  covirfe  of  above 
fifty  years.  At  length  he  introduced  his  favourite 
topic,  that  of  religion,  which  led  him  to  relate 
the  hiftory  of  his' life.     Being  by  profeflion   a 
clock  and  watch  maker,  and  defirous  of  improv- 
ing himfelf  in  the  external  branch  of  his  art,  he 
went  over  to  Paris,  where  he   refided  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time.     On  his  return  home,  he  became 
acquainted  with   fome  of  the  Engliili  jefuits  of 
Vol.  I.  E  St. 
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St.  Omer,  who  prevailed  on  him  to  fojouni 
amongfl  them  for  Tome  weeks  -,  in  which  time 
they  converted  him  from  the  Proteftant  to  the 
Romifh  faith.  He  thereupon  refolved  to  bid 
adieu  to  his  native  country,  took  up  his  abode 
in  that  in  which  he  was  a  ftranger,  fworc  fealty 
to  France,  and  married.  His  wife  is  dead.  By 
induftry  in  his  profeflion,  and  by  the  fmall  la- 
bours of  his  two  daughters,  he  provides  a  fcanty 
fubfiftence  for  his  family  •,  and  in  the  midft  of 
poverty,  and  under  the  preffure  of  years,  fup- 
ports  a  chearfulnefs  by  the  ftrength  of  religion. 
After  attempting,  in  vain,  to  convert  me  to  his 
religion  by  words,  the  good  old  time-telicr  got 
up,  and  taking  a  fmall  book  from  a  fhelf  over  his 
head,  defired  me  to  read  that.  It  was  a  fmall 
treatife  on  the  difputes  between  the  Proteftants 
and  Papifts,  compofed  in  the  Englifh  tongue  by 
the  late  body  of  Englifh  Jefuits  in  St.  Omer. 

Adieu. 


LETTER    IX. 

MefTrs.  A d*  and  Son,  of  LaRochelle-j- 

per  the  Count  D'Artois. 

On  board  the  fhtp  Brijfotif  approaching  the 
coajl  of  Ceylon,  3  AiiguJ},  1778. 

I  HAVE  been  fo  often   deceived  by  judging 
charitably  of  the  adlions  of  mankind,  that  I 
have  almoft  become  a  convert  to  that  fyftem  of 

*  Mr.  A  11 II        ■■  d  is  a  fcnfible  and feriousmaa,  and  a  Calvinifl. 

philofophy. 


i 


EUROPE,  ASIA,  AND  AFRICA.  67 
philofophy  which  derives  every  thing  that  men 
do,  or  fay,  or  feel,  from  the  principle  of  felf- 
love,  I  v^as  happy,  gentlemen,  in  expr' !^'ng  to 
you,  on  all  occafions,  the  ft-nfe  I  had  of  the  kind 
treatment  I  received  in  my  pafllige  on  board 
your  fhip  the  Briflbn  •,  you  wiil  not  therefore  rea- 
dily imagine  that  I  would  alter  my  tone  without 
rcafon.  1  fincerely  lament  that  1  have  occafion 
to  do  (6.  Concerned  for  the  dignity  of  humaa 
nature,  I  deeply  regret  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
diftinguifh  difingenuous  profefllons froni  marks 
of  real  friendfhip. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  I  had  the  mortification  to 
difcover  that  the  Brifibn  was  a  prifon,  and  cap- 
tain de  Chefeaux  its  vigilant  keeper.  I  found, 
farther,  that  the  chains  of  two  Britifh  fubjedls 
had  been  forged  in  L'Orient.  It  was  not  a  ftu- 
por,  but  the  very  favourable  opinion  I  had  con- 
ceived of  this  keeper,  that  prevented  my  feeling 
the  fetters  that  were  imperceptibly  fitted  to  my 
legs  and  arms.  I  approve  the  political  conceal- 
ment of  thofe  illiberal  orders  to  detain  me  and  my 
fellow-paflenger  in  this  prifon,  at  firft  :  but  after 
having  lived  in  the  greateft  friendfhip  and  inti- 
macy for  five  months,  ftill  to  attempt  to  continue 
the  delufion,  even  when  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  Foul -Point  in  Madagafcar,  could  no  longer 
be  held  out  to  deceive  us,  was  not  more  unge- 
nerous  than  it  was  ridiculous.  "Would  not  the 
captain's  condu6l  have  been  more  worthy  of 
praife,  if  he  had  frankly  exprefied  a  concern,  that 
the  in^ftrudions  of  the  CommifTary  Gonet,  under 
the  influence  of  tv/o  or  three  American  (hip-maf- 
ters,  and  other  agents  at  L'Orient,  had  laid  him 
E  2  under 
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under  an  unpleafant  injundlion  ?  Then  his  pri- 
foners  would  have  treated  Gonet  as  a  pitiful  rep- 
tile, and  thanked  the  captain  for  his  candour. 
But  we  fhould  have  thought  ftill  more  highly 
of  his  amiable  qualities,  if  he  had  fufFered  us  to 
take  exercife,  air,  and  other  refreihments,  at 
the  Cape,  along  with  all  his  people,  and  his 
other  pafTengers,  as  he  did  at  Madeira.  There 
is  furely  a  difcretionary  power  lodged  with  maf- 
ters  of  fhips,  as  to  the  proper  and  neceflary 
places  of  rcfrefhment  ^  the  health,  the  lives  of 
the  pafTergers  and  crews  of  ihips,  often  depend  on 
the  will  of  the  Captain,  who  may  either  confine 
them  on  fhip-board,  or  fet  them,  for  a  time,  on  the 
falutary  (hore.  For  my  own  part,  I  muft  fay,  the 
rigor  of  the  mafter  of  the  Briflbn,  was  to  me 
very  unfeafonable  :  for  I  had  been  a  valetudinarian 
during  the  whole  voyage  •,  and  lately  felt  fymp- 
toms  of  the  fea-fcurvy,  which  is  curable  only  by 
land  air,  and  land  exercife.     My  companion,  the 

Kev.  Mr.Y ,  and  myfeif,   beheld  all  the  paf- 

fengers,  officers,  and  crew,  people  of  all  nations, 
complexions,  feds,  and  languages,  refrefhing 
and  amufing  themfelves  on  the  delicious  Ifleof 
Bourbon,  while  we,  like  two  criminals,  were  con- 
fined to  the  fhip  i  which,  by  the  way,  rode  at 
anchor  at  that  very  point  of  view,  whence  engi- 
neers could  make  their  obfervations  with  the 
greateft  advantage.  But  the  truth  is,  there  was 
not  room  for  oblervations  of  any  importance — a 
parcel  of  fcattered  houfes,  eredled  without  forn^ 
or  regularity   on   banks  of  fand,  without   any 

fortificationsj 
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fortifications,  or  troops  to  proteft  them. — It 
was  probable  the  weaknefs  of  St.  Paul's  *,  that 
was  the. great  objeft  of  concealment. 

During  the  time  We  continued  in  this  fituation, 
which  was  feven  days,  we  were  exhibited  as  a 
fpedacle  to  numerous  vifitants  fro.m  fhore,  as  if 
we  had  been  monfters  confined  in  a  cage,  or 
malefactors  in  a  prifon  :  but  it  is  jullice  to  fay, 
that  thofe  vifitants  brought  many  refrelhments, 
of  which  we  were  in  dreadful  neceflity. 

It  was  feme  time  before  1  tound  out  our  ftatc 
of  captivity  ;  but  having  difcovered  our  difagreea- 
ble  fituation,  I  immediately  determined  to  bring 
M.  de  Chefeaux  to  an  eclairciflemcnt.  As  he 
came  on  board  that  evening  with  fome  company, 
to  fup  and  fleep,  I  afked  him,  at  fupper,  if  the 
fhip  was  to  fail  to-morrow,  as  I  had  heard  (he 
was  ?  Yes, — Do  you  go  on  fhore  to-morrow  ?  Yes. 
— "  Will  you  have  the  goodnefs  to  order 
one  of  your  boats  to  put  me  on  fhore  ?" 
After  a  wild  ftare,  which  I  returned — "  I  cannot 
allow  you  to  go  on  fhore,  and  J  am  furprifed 
that  a  gentleman  of  your  good  fenfe  fhould  afk 
that  liberty.'*— "  For  what  reafon  ami  particular- 
ly reftrained  from  going  on  fhore,  when  all  my 
fellow-paflengers,  French,  Italians,  Jefuits,  In- 
dians, and  even  your  bill  of  lading  recruits,  have 
had  th^t  indulgence  ?"  "  Becaufe  you  are  an 
Englifhman." — "  Is  there  a  war  between  Eng- 
land and  France  ?"  *'  No."  "  Have  I  committed 
any  crime  on  board  ?'* — "  No  I  Sir,  no  !  but  I 
did  endeavour  to  obtain  leave  for  you,  and  faid 

•  The  capital  port  of  the  Iflc  of  Bourbon, 

tha^ 
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that  you  was  fick,  but  ic  was  refufed." — "  Then 
1  know  now  that  1  am  }  our  prifoner,  although 
vou  wanted  candour  to  tell  me  fo  before.  ]  am 
refufed  that  privilege  in  a  French  colony,  which 
would  not  have  been  denied  to  me  in  New  Zea- 
lai  d  or  Patagonia."  From  that  moment  my 
captivity  fat  heavv  on  me,  lengthening  each  day 
to  the  fpace  of  a  month,  and  detaching  me  more 
and  more  from  my  captain,  whom  1  thenceforth 
began  to  regard  as  my  gaoler. 

But  perhaps  my  refcntment  is  without  any 
juft  foundation.  M.  de  Chefeaux,  perhaps, 
confulted  my  happinefs  better  by  concealing, 
than  he  would  have  done  by  difcovering  my  un- 
fortunate fituation. — Whether  is  it  better  that, 
forewarned  of  approaching  ills,  we  fhould  ftretch 
all  the  nerves  of  fortitude,  and  flernly  prepare 
to  encounter  them  with  firmnefs  ;  or  that,  re- 
gardlefs  of  to-morrow,  we  fhould  grafp  at  the 
pleafures  of  to-day  ?  This  is  the  grand  queftion 
that  is  agitated  between  ftoic  and  epicurean  phi- 
lofophers.  The  fyftem  of  the  former  infpires  a 
noble  equanimity,  but  at  the  fame  time  mars  the 
enjoyment  of  gay  and  locial  pleafure  :  that  of 
the  latter,  fteeps  us  for  a  moment  in  rivers  of 
pleafure,  but  leaves  us,  difTolved  into  weaknefs, 
a  helplefs  prey  to  adverfe  fortune.  Yet  the  con- 
flitution  of  our  nature  feems  to  favour  this  laft 
fyflem  •,  for  we  are  not  fo  much  difpoled  to 
prepare  for  calamities,  as  to  exped  fubjeds  of  joy. 

Hope  fprings  eternal  in  the  human  breaft  ; 
Man  never  is,  but  always  to  be  blelt. 

In  favour  of  the  fame  fyflem  it  may  farther  be 
urged,  that  Providence  covers  futurity,  and  all 

its 
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its  evih,  with  a  thick  and  impenetrable  veil,  as 
if  to  prevent  the  profpeft  of  lucceeding  forrovvs 
from  fouringthe  enjoyment  of  prefenr.  pleafure. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  you  fee  that  I  am  a  gener- 
ous adverlary,  ha >'ing  endeavoured  in  this  man- 
ner to  plead  the  caufe  of  M  de  Chefeaux  againft 
my  own  prefent  feelings.  The  uncertain  conclu- 
fions  of  vain  philofophy,  however,  I  fulimit  to 
the  corredlion  of  thofe  fublimer  dodlrmes  which 
are  fc  well  underftood  by  MefTrs.  A d. 

Whatever  fentiments  I  may  feel,  for  the  pre, 
fent,  towards  M.  de  Chefeaux,  I  think  it  juftice 
to  him  to  repeat,  on  this  occafion,  that  I  look 
upon  him  as  a  careful  and  vigilant  mariner,  cau- 
tious, perhaps  to  timidity  -,  from  friendfhip  as 
well  as  duty,  anxious  to  promote  the  interefts  of 
his  employers  •,  and  that  the  fmgular  and  con- 
ftant  attention  which  he  paid  to  me  during  the 
pailage  to  Bourbon,  fills  me  with  regret,  that  I 
cannot  in  all  refpeds  think  fo  well  of  him  as  I  did. 

I  hope  loon  to  write  to  you  from  Madras,  or 
from  Pondicherry. 

I  am,  &c.  &c. 


LETTER    X. 

To  General  Bellecombe,  in  Pondicherry. 

On  board  thejhip  Brijfon^  in  the  Road 
of  Pondicherry,  7  Augujl,  1 778. 

YOUR  Excellency  has  been  informed  by  cap- 
tain de  Chefeaux,  that  we*  are   pafTengers 
in  his  fhip  bound  for  Pondicherry.     But  being, 

*  This  letter  was  written  in  theiaame  of  th«  Rev,  Mr.  Y— — e,  aod 
that  of  the  author. 

to 
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to  our  inexpreffible  mortification,  detained  on 
fhip  board,  as  we  had  been  on  tormcr  occafions, 
by  the  feverity  of  our  captain,  we  confoled  our- 
felves  by  a  firm  confidence  in  your  Excellency's 
humanity  andjuftice. 

Our  long  confinement  to  a  crowded  quarter- 
deck, has  rendered  us  ardently  defirous  of  li- 
berty. That  firfl  of  all  bleffings,  we  expected  to 
have  received  from  your  Excellency's  virtue  ye- 
fterday.  He  pleafed.  Sir,  to  indulge  us  with 
the  liberty  of  ftating  thofe  facred  claims  which 
intitle  us  to  your  Excellency's  protecftion. 

When  we  embarked  at  L'Orient,  on  the  27th 
day  of  January  kft,  your  fovereign  and  ours 
were  on  terms  of  peace  and  friendfhip.  If  the 
influence  of  policy  or  of  ambition,  controlling  the 
difpofitionsof  two  princes  naturally  juft,  gener- 
ous, and  humane,  has  impelled  them  to  the  com- 
mencement of  mutual  hoflilities  •,  the  faith  of 
either  fovereign  pledged  to  the  individual  fub- 
jeds  of  the  other,  ought  not  to  be  violated.  I 
had  the  permiffion,  Sir,  of  the  court  of  France, 
to  make  a  contra(5l  with  the  armateurs,  for  a  paf- 
fage  to  Pondicherry  •,  and  a  contraft  for  that  pur- 
pofe  was  accordingly  made  and  ratified.  Why 
fhould  this  contra(5l,  without  any  cafus  foederis 
on  my  part,  be  broken  ?  Nay,  why  (hould  the 
fandion  of  the  majefty  of  France,  be  irreverently 
accounted  as  nothing  ? 

We  have  heard,  with  regret,  various  reports 
that  hoftilities  are  already  begun  in  Hindoftan. 
We  hope  that  thofe  reports  are  premature.  But 
be  that  as  it  may,  we  beg  leave  to  obferve  to 
your  Excellency,  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of 

affairs^ 
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affairs,  we  do  not  dcfire  to  enter  within  the  gates 
of  Pondicherry..  What  we  afk,  is,  that  we  may- 
be furnifhed  with  your  Excellency's  [  afTport  to 
the  extremity  of  the  territory  of  that  fettlement ; 
with  a  fmall  velTel  to  carry  our  baggage,  and 
with  palanquins  and  bearers  to  carry  us  to  Ma- 
dras. 

We  beg  leave  again  to  commit  ourfclves,  ia 
our  prefent  diflrefTing  fituation,  to  the  prote6ti- 
on  of  thofe  virtues  which  have  recommended 
your  Excellenc)^,  both  as  a  foldier  and  as  an  ad 
miniftrator  of  juftice,  to  the  confidence  of  your 
fovereign,  and  the  affedions  of  your  fellow-fub- 
je(5ls. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

P.S.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  inform  your 
Excellency,  that   Mr.  Y — e  is  chaplain   to  the 

prefidency  of  Calcutta  -,  and  Mr. declares, 

upon  his  honour,  that  he  holds  no  employment, 
civil  or  military,  under  the  Englifh  Eafi  India 
Company. 


LETTER    XL 

To  General  Bellccombe. 

On  board  the  Pint ude  frigate^  in  the  road  of 
Pondicherry,  9  Aug.  1778. 

UNWILLING  as  we  are  to  withdraw,  for  a 
moment,  your  Excellency's  attention  from 
the  important  objedls  which  now  occupy  your 

mind^ 


^4  TRAVELS         IN 

mind,  an  irkfome  confinement  conftrains  us  to 
remind  your  Excellency  of  the  application  which 
we  had  the  honour  to  make  to  you  on  the  7th 
inftant.  The  letter  in  which  that  application 
was  made,  has  doubtlefs,  by  Tome  unavoidable 
means  or  other,  efcaped  your  Excellency's  notice, 
otherwife  you  would  not  have  negledled  to  ho- 
nour us  with  an  anfwer :  for  civility  and  polite- 
nefs  are  as  charac^leriftic  of  the  French  nation,  as 
they  are  infeparable  from  humanity  and  bravery. 
Permit  us,  Sir,  to  reprefentto  your  Excellen- 
cy, the  painfulnefs  of  an  imprifonment  at  fea, 
after  an  uninterrupted  confinement  of  five 
months,  and  within  a  few  yards  of  the  place  for 
which  we  were  deftined.  But  if  we  may  not  be 
allowed  theliberty  of  goingdiredlly  to  the  Britifti 
fettlements,  would  it  not  be  equally  juft  and  hu- 
mane to  releafe  us  from  this  ftate  of  captivity, 
and  to  permit  us  to  proceed  to  fome  neutral 
colony  ? 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 


LETTER    XII. 

Copy  of  General  Bellecombe's  anfwer  to  the  two 
foregoing  Letters. 

J 'AY  refu,  Meflieurs,  les  deux  lettres  que 
vous  m'avcz  fair  I'honneur  de  m'ecrire.  Je 
connois  tous  les  defagremens  de  votre  pofition  : 
ce  qui  mc  fait  le  plus  de  peine,  c'eft  de  ne  pou- 
vcir  I'adoucir  dans   ce  moment.     Je  n'ay  pas 

voulu 
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voulu  vous  laifler  fur  un  vaifieau,  qui  alloit 
combattre  ceux  de  votie  nation-,  ce  qui  m'a 
determine  a,  vous  faire  pafler  fur  la  Pintade,  ou 
j'ay  donne  des  ordres  pour  que  vous  fufliez  bien 
traite.  Je  ne  puis  point  vous  faire  defcendre 
dans  une  ville  qui  va  etre  affligee,  et  j'ay  les 
raifons  tres  fortes  pour  m'empecher  que  vous  ne 
vous  rendriez  a  Madras.  Si  vous  pefez  bien 
toutes  ces  confiderations,  Meffieuis,  vous  ver- 
rez  qu'il  ne  m'eft  pas  pofTible  de  pouvoir  faire 
mieux  que  ce  que  j'ay  fait  pour  vous.  Sitot  que 
les  circonftances  pourront  le  permettre,  foiez 
trez  perfuade,  que  je  ferai  tres  emprefTe  de  vous 
fournir  les  moyens  pour  vcus  rendre  a  votre 
deftination. 

J'ay  I'honneur  d'etre,  &c.  &c. 

Belleccmbe. 
A  Meflieurs and  Y — e. 


TRANSLATION. 

I  HAVE  received,  gentlemen,  the  two  let- 
ters which  you  have  done  me  the  honour  to  write 
to  me.  I  am  fenfible  of  the  uneafinefs  of  your 
fituation  ;  and  it  gives  me  the  greateft  pain  that 
it  is  not,  at  the  prefent  moment,  in  my  power  to 
foften  it.  I  was  unwilling  to  leave  you  on  board 
a  fhip  that  was  going  to  fight  againft  thofe  of 
your  nation,  and  therefore  1  determined  to  put 
you  on  board  the  Pintade,  where  I  have  given 
orders  that  you  fhall  be  well  treated.  I  cannot 
fend  you  into  a  town  that  is  on  the  point  of  being 

befieged  •, 
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befieged  ;  and  I  have  the  ftrongeft  reafons 
againft  your  going  to  Madras.  If  you  will  well 
weigh  thefe  confiderations,  gentlemen,  you  will 
fee  that  it  is  not  pofTible  for  me  to  do  more  for 
you  than  I  have  done.  As  foon  as  circumftances 
fhall  permit,  be  perfedlly  afTured,  that  I  will 
be  forward  to  furnifh  you  with  the  means  of 
reaching  the  place  whither  you  are  deftined. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Bellecombe, 
To  Meflrs.  and  Y— e. 


LETTER    XIII. 
Monfieur  Launay,  Ifle  of  France. 

On  board  the  Pintade,  Part  Lewis  Harhour^ 
23d  Oftober,  1778. 

TH  E  chara<5ter  in  which  We  prefent  ourfelves 
requires  an  explanation,  becaufe  we  ap- 
prehend it  is  altogether  fmgular  ;  and  in  modern 
times,  among  civilized  nations,  without  exam- 
ple. We  are  treated  as  prifoners  without  being 
nominated  fuch  ;  and  as  criminals,  though  we 
are  not  chargeable  or  charged  with  the  com- 
miffion  of  any  crime.  The  voyage  from; 
L*Orient  to  Pondicherry  by  the  Briflbn,  on  board 
of  which  we  were  paffengcrs,  though  accom- 
pllfhed  by  that  fhip  on  the  5th  of  Auguft,  is  ftill 
unaccomplifhed  by  us.     Thus  fituated,  we  think 
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it  necefTary  to  fortify  the  mind  of  General  Bril- 
lane  againft  the  fahc  imprefllons  of  conjedure 
and  mifreprefentation  :  and  in  order  to  do  this, 
^ve  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  addreffing 
)ou.  Sir,  and  communicating  the  great  out  hues 
of  our  fingular  fituation,  which  your  goodnefs, 
we  doubt  not,  will  immediately  lay  before  the 
governor. 

Under  the  protedion  of  the  government  of 
France,  we  embarked  in  the  Brifion,  on  the  27th 
of  January  laft,  defcribed  as  Britifh  fubjeds 
bound  for  Pondicherry,  and  having  our  names 
enrolled  as  pafiengers  In  the  fr.ip's  diipatches: 
an  a(5l  which  was  accompanied  with  uncommon 
circumflances,  and  which,  were  it  neceflary, 
would  ferve  to  authenticate,  in  th'.  ftrongcft  man- 
ner, the  folemnity  of  the  protection  with  which 
we  were  favoured.  The  facred  protedion  thus 
pledged  for  our  fecurity,  cannot  in  juftice  or 
good  faith  be  withdrawn  on  account  of  any  fub- 
fequent  ad  of  national  hoftility.  Thele,  and 
other  confiderations,  we  fubmittcd  to  thejuftice 
and  magnanimity  of  General  Bellecombc,  who, 
'we  believe,  from  the  tenor  of  his  polite  letter  in 
anfv/er  to  us,  did  not  mean  to  violate  the  faith 
of  his  court,  by  detaining  us  in  a  {tate  of  captivity 
for  a  longer  period  than  the  critical  ftate  of  his 
government  at  that  time  led  him  to  think  prudent 
and  necefTp.ry. 

The  BtilTon  having  been  taken  into  the  fervice- 
of  the  King,  we  were  rt-moved,  under  the  deno- 
mination ot    Englifh  prifoners  of  war,  into   the 
frigate  Pintade  •,  where,  fince  the  8th  of  AuguH:, 
^e  have  been  expofed  to  the  greateft,  as  well  as 

the 
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the  mofl:  unexampled  hardfhips.  We  were 
threatened  not  only  with  the  dangers  of  unavoid- 
able, but  with  the  terrors  of  voluntary  fhip- 
wreck :  our  commander  declaring,  upon  his 
honour,  that  rather  than  be  taken  by  any  ihip 
of  lefs  force  than  one  of  the  line,  he  would  blow 
her  up  with  his  own  hand  :  although  he  had  not 
a  boat  to  fave  either  himlelf,  his  crew,  or  his 
prifoners.  With  fuch  menaces  conftantly  held 
up  to  our  view,  all  the  conveniencies  of  life 
would  doubtlefs  have  been  infufficient  to  render 
us  happy  ;  but  inftead  of  enjoying  fuch  comforts, 
Vv'e  were  chilled  with  rains  pouring  into  our  con- 
fined cabbins  through  the  parched  feams  of  an 
apparent  wreck  ;  deftroyed  by  vermin,  and  cor- 
rupted by  naitinefs  ;  and  labouring,  as  we  do  now, 
under  a  malady  which  baffles  all  the  power  of 
medicine,  the  fea  fcurvy  accompanied  with  bile, 
the  natural  confequence  of  a  nine  months  voyage, 
whereof  we  were  (even  months  and  an  half  at  fea, 
without  once  treading  on  the  earth  In  one 
word.  Sir,  our  healths,  and  rnoft  probably  our 
lives,  depend  on  an  immediate  relaxation  of  our 
prefent  fufferin  gs 

We  have  thus.  Sir,  taken  the  liberty  to  give 
you  a  brief  account  of  this  unexpected  vifit  to 
the  Ifle  of  France  ;  and  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that 
the  unhappy  flame  which  has  been  kindled  by 
the  policy  and  ambition  of  princes,  will  not  con- 
fume  thofe  facred  feelings  of  humanity,  which, 
in  the  midft  of  public  contefts,  aflbrd  an  afylum 
to  private  djfiirefs. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XIV. 

To    Governor     General    the    Chevalier   de   la 
Brill  ane. 

From  prifon  in  Fort  Leivis,  JJle  of  France y 
3orh  QBoher^  1778. 

FROM  M.  Launay,  who  did  us  the  honour 
to  vifit  us  this  morning,  we  have  learned 
that  it  was  your  Excellency's  pleafure  to  tranfport 
us  to  France  in  the  {hip  Favori,  the  latter  end 
of  next  month.  "We  readily  conceive,  that  v^ith 
every  diTpofition  which  belongs  to  humanity 
andjuftice,  your  Excellency,  in  the  honourable 
difcharge  of  the  important  truft  with  Vv'hich  the 
confidence  of  your  fovereign  hath  inverted  you, 
is  guided  folely  by  principles  of  national  policy. 
If,  therefore,  we  fhould  be  fo  fortunate  as  to 
convince  your  Excellency  that  the  interefts  of 
France  could  not  poffibly  be  affeded  by  cur  en- 
largement, we  are  cci  fident  that  your  generofity 
would  not  hefitate  'one  moment  to  releafe  us 
from  a  (late  of  confinement,  fo  prejudicial  at  once 
to  our  health  and  our  intereft. 

We  declare  upon  our  honour,  Sir,  which  we 
hold  ficred,  that  Mr.  Y — e  neither  holds,  nor 
defires  to  hold,  any  other  office  in  India  than  that 
of  chaplain  to  the  prefidency  of  Calcutta ;  and 

that  Mr.  is   not,  as  has  been   reprefented, 

a  member  of  the  Supreme  Council  in  Bengn), 
r,or  holds  any  office,  civil  or  military,  under  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  the  Englifh  Eaft  India 
Company, or  any  princeof  Afia  :and  tliat  his  only 

objed: 
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objeifb  is  to  purfue  the  bufinefs  of  commerce  as  a 
private  merchant  in  India. 

Having  thus  taken  the  liberty  of  laying  before 
your  Excellency  our  fituation,  we  have  pre- 
fumed  to  exprefsa  wifh,  that,  if  it  fhould  not  in- 
terfere in  any  degree  with  your  political  views, 
we  may  be  permitted  to  embrace  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity that  may  offer,  of  going  cither  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  Batavia. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be^  &c.  &c, 


LETTER    XV. 

Governeur  de  la  Brillane's  anfwer  to  the  foregoing 
Letter,  received  on  the  morning  of  the  3 1  ft 
of  Odober. 

A  MefTieurs &  Y — e,  a  la  Tour. 

'AY  refu,  Meffieurs,  Ja  iettre  que  vous 
m'avez  fait  I'honneur  <ie  m'ecrire, — Je  fuis 
fache  que  les  circonftances  m'obligent  de  vous 
fnire  paffer  en  Hlnrope  •,  mais  le  commandant  de 
Madras  m'a  eclaire  fur  la  conduite  que  je  devois 
tenir  avec  vous.  Le  capitaine  du  Sartine  s'em- 
barque  avec  confiance  a  Bombay,  lur  un  vaiffeau 
Anglois.  II  avoit  avec  lui  fon  contre-maitre. 
Us  font  arrive  a  Madras  en  pleine  paix,  ou  on 
le^s  a  detenu  prifonnieres,  contre  les  droits  du 
gens.  Jls  fe  fortirent  deguifes  pour  fes  fauvez. 
Le  capitaine  du  Sartine  a  gagne  Pondicherry:  le 
contre-maitre  aete  arrete  et  emmene  a  Madras;  ce 
qui  a  caufe  vos  malheurs,  et  force  Monfieur  de 

Bellecombe 
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Bellecombe  de  vous  faire  vcnir  iei,  II  feroit 
inutile  dc  vous  dire  ce  que  vous  avez  vu,  que  les 
droits  les  plus  facres  ont  ete  violes,  et  que  lans 
aucun  declaration  de  guerre,  les  pofleflions  Fran- 
(foifcs  de  I'  Inde  ont  ete  attaques.  Je  Tuis  done 
force  de  vous  faire  paflVr  en  Europe-,  mais  je 
vous  donncrai  en  attendant  tous  les  fecouis  qui 
dcpenderont  de  moi,  ])endant  votre  fejour  ici; 
Vous  n'avez  que  les  faire  connoitre  a  MelTicurs 
du  Launey,  tt  rien  ne  vous  fera  fef ufe. 

J'ay  I'honneur,  &c. 

Le  Chevalier  de  Guiran  la  Brillane, 

TRANSLATION. 

I  HAVE  received j  gentlemen^  the  letter 
which  you  have  done  me  the  honour  of  writing 
to  me.  I  am  very  forry  that  circumftanccs  ob- 
h'ge  me  to  lend  you  to  Europe,  but  the  gover- 
nor general  ot  Madras  has  taught  me  how  I 
ought  to  condlidl  my felf  towards  you.  The  cap- 
tain of  the  Sartine,  trufting  to  the  good-faith  of 
the  Englifh,  went  on  board  a  {hip  of  that  nation 
at  Bombay.  He  had  along  with  him  his  quar- 
tcr-mafter.  They  arrived  at  Madras  in  profound 
peace,  where  they  were  detained  priloners  con- 
trarily  to  the  law  of  nations  ;  and  made  their  e{- 
cape  in  difguife,  in  order  to  fave  their  lives. 
The  captain  of  the  Sartine  reached  Pondicherry  : 
the  quarter-mafter  was  taken,  and  fent  b<ick  to 
Madras.     Thefc  are  the  circumftanccs  which  are 

Vol.  L  F  the 
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the  caufe  of  your  misfortunes,  and  which  have 
conftraned  M.  de  Bellecombe  to  fend  you  hither. 
It  would  be  needlefs  to  repeat  to  you  what  you 
have  (titni  that  the  m6fl:  ficred  rights  have  been 
violated,  and  that  an  attack  has  be.  n  mad^  on  the 
French  fettlements  in  India,  without  any 'cfMara- 
tion  of  war.  1  am,  therefore,  under  the  rifeceiH- 
ty  of  fending  you  to  burope.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  fhall  give  you  every  fuccouf  in  my  po\Vcr,  as 
long  as  you  remain  in  this  place  :  you  have  only 
to  make  your  wants  known  to  Meffrs.  Launay, 
and  nothing  will  be  refufcd  you. 

T  have  the  hohoiir,  &:c. 


L  ^  t  T  E  k     XVI. 

MefTrs.  A--^— d  and  Son,  Rochellc. 

Frsm  Pht  town  prifon  «f  Pbrt  Juewisf     : 
J/le  of  Frdncei,  jth  November ,  I  7  78. 

THE  letter  which  I  fend  along  with  this,  car- 
ries me  into  the  road  of  Fofidicherry.  1 
ihali  now  trouble  you  with  a  recital  of  the  in- 
juftice  and  cruelties  1  have  been  forced  to  fuffer 
fibce ;  a  great  part  of  which  is  owing  to  the  difin- 
genuity,  not  to  ufean  harflier  exprelfion,  of  cap- 
tain de  Chefeaux,  and  the  reft  to  Commifiary 
Gonet  of  L'Orient.  Being  refufed  leave  to  put- 
fue  our  courfe  to  Madras,  eh  her  by  lantl  or  v^^- 
ter,  we  were  retitovtd,  on  the  evening  of  the"^ 
'  eighth 
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eighth  of  Auguft,  without  any  previous  notice, 
from  tlie  Briflbn  to  the  Pintade,  a  frigite  armed 
en  flute.  On  the  13th  this  fhip  was  ordered  on 
afervice,  which  exhibited  to  our  view  a  new  fpe- 
cies  of  warfarCj  in  the  capture  and  plunder  of 
eleven  Indians,  in  an  open  boat  at  anchor,  load- 
ed only  with  fire-wood,  which,  they  declared, 
with  great  fimplicity,  they  intended  to  fell  at 
Madras.  Two  of  thcfe  mifsrable  creatures,  de- 
crepit with  old  age,  with  meagre  bodies,  white 
heads  and  beards,  and  humble  fupplicating  atti- 
tudes, prefented  fo  moving  a  fped:l:acle,  that  it 
Inight  have  procured  not  only  their  releafe,  but 
a'fo  that  of  their  fellow-captives.  Their  fmall 
veHel  would  feem  to  have  been  their  conftant  ha- 
bitation, as  it  contained  their  money,  their  books 
©f  religion,  and  all  their  apparel.  Their  poor 
ALL,  the  wretched  acquifition  of  painful  indullry, 
p-erhaps  of  the  labours  of  their  anceftors,  was  ta- 
ken from  them,  their  boat  fcuttled,  and  them- 
fiflves  made  captives,  or  rather  flaves  ;  and  all 
this  without  benefiting  their  mercilefs  plun- 
derers. ' ' 

Frightened  beyond  meafure,  without  provifi- 
ons,  liquor,  or  water,  and  with  only  rye  flour  of 
the  coarfeft  quality,  we  cruifed  to  a  great  diltance, 
even  as  far  as  Ceylon,  until  the  evening  of  the 
:^4th  of  Auguft,  when,  being  off  the  road  of 
Pondicherry,  a  quartier  marron,  or  Indian  boat, 
brought  a  written  information  frorn  Monfieur 
Bellecombe,  that  the  Englifh  fquadron  lay  at 
anchor  to  the  windward  of  the  road,  and  the 
French  to  the  fouthward.  We  inftantly  put 
^bout,  and  in  order  to  get  provifions,  as  ivell  as 
F  '2  to 
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to  avoid  the  danger  of  being  taken,  we  {leered^ 
having  one  hundred  and  {cv^n  mtn  on  board,  to 
the  favage  ifland  of  Niccabnr,  (near  the  weft  end 
of  Sumatra)  where  we  got  cocoa-nuts,  a  few 
chickens,  and  water. 

Meanwhile  our  bodies  were  deeply  wounded 
by  cock  roaches,  and  other   vermin  in  the  Pin- 
tade:  we   were  obliged  to  ufe  that  linen  which 
we  had  already  ufcd  m  the  Biiflbn  •,  and  for  a  long 
time  we  wanted  water  for  tea  or  foup,  or  for 
diluting  medicines,  until  Providence,  by  a  heavy- 
rain,  enabled    us    to  catch  fome  on  the  decks. 
We  were  limited   to  one  meal  in  twenty-four 
hours,  twelve  perfons  being  reduced  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  fubfifting  upon  a   Niccabar  chicken, 
which  is  about  the  fize  of  a  large  pigeon  -,  and 
about  two  pounds  of  falted  pork,  which   upon  a 
Jefs  dreadful  occafion  I  fhould  have  called  rotten 
and    naufeous.     Happily,  two  cafes,  containing 
twenty  dozen   of  excellent   claret,  remained  of 
my  {lores,  which  fcrved  us  all  with  a  glafs  twice 
a  day  ;  but  there  was  not  in  the  fhip  either  tea, 
fugar,  or   fpirituous    liquors,  or  fo    much  as  a 
wine-glafs  or  drinking-cup,  and  cocoa-nuts  were 
fubftituted  in  their  room  at  Niccabar. — During 
the  laft  five  weeks  of  our  cruife  we  were  depriv- 
ed of  the  privilege  of  the  council-chamber  ;  and  , 
alfo,  during  the  hotteft  part  of  the  day,  of  the 
awning  on  deck.     Our  captain,  in  order  to  fhcw 
his  newly  acquired   authority  and   antipathy   to 
the  Englifli  nation,  declined  to  countenance   us 
with  the  common  falutations  of  the  morning  and 
evening.     My  bed  was  not  once  made  for  twen- 
ty four  days,  nor  could  I  undrefs*at  night  on  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  vermin.     I  was  at  laft  obliged   to 
wait   upoa  myfelf  as   bed-maker,    hair  drefTcr, 
water-drawer,    fhoe-cleaner,  &c.   &c.     The  fc- 
poys  and   India  prifoners,  for  want  of  nourifh"-^ 
ment,  looked  like  fo  many  ghofts  ♦,  and  though 
they  were  fcarcely  able  to  craw),  were   treated 
with  fhocking  barbarity.     We  had  only  fifteen 
white  men  on  board,  (Frenchmen)  all  of  whom 
were  officers,  one  excepted.     If  there  is  any  me. 
rit  in  having  faved  the  fiiip,  it  belongs  wholly 
to  Mr.  Riccard,  who  is  nephew  to  M.  de  la 
Vigne,  the  commandant  of  the  port  of  L'Orient, 
In  this  fituation  we  were  brought  to  this  ifland. 
Numbers  of  people  came  on  board  the  Pintadc 
the  firft  forenoon,  but  the  inftant  it  was  knowa 
wc  were  prifoners,  all  communication  was  ftop- 
pcd,  and  only  two  officers  left  in  the  fhip,  until  a 
late  hour  of  the  fee  nd  day,  when  M.  Launay, 
the  governor's  aid  de  camp,  and  Major  I'home, 
vifited  us,  to  declare — "  that  we  were  prifjners 
of  war;  that  we  were  to  be  confined  in  Fort 
Blanc  (two  miles  from  town  ;)  that  the  governor 
had  received  pofitive  orders  concerning  us  ;  that 
he  was  directed  to  fend  us  back  to  France  j  but 
that  as  our  healths  were  greatly  impaired,  we 
/hould  be  indulged  with  a  refidence  in  prifon  un- 
til we   fhould  be  in  a  condition  to  embark.     He 
told  us,  finally,  that  the  major  had  come  to  con- 
dud  us  to  the  fort,  and  that  we  were  to  converfc 
only  with  Mr.  Launay.     He  added,  ^terafhort 
paufe,  that  a  traiteur  Ihould  fend  us  dinner  and 
fupper  from  town,  at  our  own  expence." 

We  were  inftantly  conveyed,  with  our  bag^v-. 
gage,  by  water  to  the  fort.     There  being  but 

two 
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two  apartments  in  that  building,  and  both  of 
them  occupied.  Major  Thome  civilly  gave  us  the 
choice  of  lodging  either  in  the  kitchen,  or  under 
a  (hed,  where  gun-carriages  were  kept,  or  in  the 
guard- room  with  the  foldiers.  I  afked  the  major, 
if,  being  prifoners  of  war,  we  were  accounted  as 
criminals  ?  "  No,  certainly  not !"  I  then  faid, 
that  as  the  kitchen  was  infinitely  worfe  than  any 
dungeon,  it  would  be  better  to  run  the  rifque  of 
death  at  fea,  than  to  perifh  miferably  in  fo  horri- 
ble a  manfion  •,  therefore,  I  intreated  him  to 
embark  us  in  one  of  the  vefTels  that  was  to  fail 
in  a  dav  or  two  for  Europe.  The  reverend  Mr. 
y —  defired  that  one  of  the  foldiers  might  be  per- 
mitted to  ihoot  him  through  the  head.  The 
major  replied,  that  he  would  reprcfent  our  fitu- 
atton,  and  our  defirc  to  embark  for  Europe,  to 
the  governor.  We  lay  tliat  night,  without  fleep, 
on  the  benches  with  the  foldiers  in  the  guard- 
room. Next  day,  an  officer  appeared  about 
eleven  o'clock,  to  condnft  us  to  the  town-fleeple; 
the  third  floor  of  which  is  now  our  apartment.  It 
is  immediately  over  the  main-guard,  having  two 
windows  to  each  of  its  four  fides  ;  and  being 
elevated  above  every  other  houfe,  it  enjoys  a 
pure  air,  and  commands  a  full  profpe(5t  of  the 
harbour,  the  forts,  the  parade,  the  barracks, 
the  government-houfe,  and  the  environs  of  the 
town.  There  are  three  flights  of  fteps,  by 
means  of  which  there  is  a  communication  be- 
tween our  chamber  and  aterrape,  on  the  fummit 
of  the  building.  Thither  I  generally  repair  in 
the  morning,  before  any  of  the  inhabitants  are 
awake,  and  view  all  the  places  around.     I  then 

come 
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cpn)e  down,  and  having  accefs  in  the  morninfr 
and  evening  to  the  terrace  over  th^  muin-gaard 
and  poft  gate,  I  walk  there  till  chocolate  is  ready  : 
the  reft  oi  the  day  I  employ  in  reading  and  writ- 
ing, until  the  terrace  becomes  cool  towards  even- 
ing, when  1  take  another  walk,  eat  a  fallad,  drink, 
a  bottle  of  cool  *vine,  and  then  retire  into  aa 
apartment,  which  admits  two  beds,  of  about 
twenty  four  inches  each  in  breadth,  and  an  emp- 
ty fpace  between  them  of  about  fifteen  inches. 
The  o{|}ccr  upon  duty,  and  M.  Launay  are  al- 
lowed to  vifit  us.  Our  traiteur  is  permitted  to 
fee  us  twice  in  the  week.  When  our  lauijdrefs 
comes,  Ihe  is  accompanied  by  a  corporal.  Even 
the  clock- maker  who  v/inds  up  tl^e  town  clock, 
when  he  pafies  our  apartment  for  thit  purpjfe, 
is  attended  by  a  non-com  mi  (fioned  officer  :  nay, 
if  a  negro  comes  to  do  any  little  bufinefs  for  us, 
fuch  as  fetching  or  carrying  our  linen,  he  is  ac- 
companied by  a  foldier.  The  very  mefTenger 
of  a  letter  from  the  governor,  ajthough  an  Eu- 
ropean, was  attended  in  like  manner.  After  a 
confinement  of  fome  days,,  we  were  given  to  un- 
derftand  that  we  owed  our  bad  ufage  to  the  mlC- 
reprefentations  of  M.  Gonet,  before  we  left 
L'Orient,  and  as  I  was  not  the  perion  I  was  re- 
prefented  to  be,  I  was  perfuaded  to  write  a  very- 
adulatory  letter  (of  which  I  am  much  afhamed) 
to  Governeur  la  Brillane,  praying  that  we  might 
l>j  permitted  to  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  of 
g-oiiig  either  to  the  Cape  of  Good- Hope  or  Bata- 
vi-a.  i  herewith  fend  you  copies  of  my  adulato- 
ry letter,  and  his  excellency's  anfwer. 
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It  IS  With  concern  that  I  am  obliged  tb  oblerve 
to  you,  gentlemen,  that  frotn  all  the  circum-r 
ilances  which  now  appear,  I  cannot  but  fufpedk 
that  >ou  were  privy  to  the  orders  which  accom- 
panied us  from  L'Orjent,  and  the  obligation  re- 
lative to  us,  figned  by  captain  de  Chefeaux.  If 
this  conjecture  be  well  founded,  you  have  aded, 
in  one  inftance  at  leaft,  in  a  manner  unworthy 
of  your  eftablifhed  reputation  ;  your  profeflions 
of  friendfhip  have  not  beeniincerc-,  you  have 
rot  fulfilled  the  contradl  into  which  you  entered 
with  us,  torapaflage  in  your  (hip  to  Pondicher- 
ry.  But  J  will  endeavour  to  ftifle  thefe  notions, 
which  obtrude  on  my  mind,  and  to  think  on  no- 
thing in  your  conduct  towards  me,  but  your  for- 
mer kindnefs.  It  is  probable  I  may  be  at  L*Ori- 
cnt,  about  three  weeks  after  you  receive  this, 
tieaven  only  knows  what  awaits  us  in  France  ! 
1  intreat  you,  in  confideration  of  the  peculiar 
circumftances  of  our  captivity,  to  make  early  ap- 
plication for  our  releale.  "We  are  told,  that  al- 
though prifoners  of  war,  we  are  to  pay,  each  of 
lis,  3000  livres  for  our  paffage  home  in  an  old 
crazy  bark.  Our  dinner  and  fupper  now  coft  us 
600  livres  per  month,  without  wine. 

The  king  has  lately  accommodated  us  with  a 
couple  oj-   ft'ools,  two  hofpital  beds,  two  water 

foblets,  and  two  rufty  iron  candltfticks  :  M. 
.aunay's  kindnefs  to  his  old  acquaintance  Mr. 
Y-— ,  fupplies  our  other  wants.  I  have  reductd 
this  letter  to  as  narrow  a  compafs,  as  the  extent 
of  its  fubjed,  and  my  own  feelings  would  admit. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XVII. 

To    J.    M Efq.  under  cover  to 

W.  H- — r,  Efq.  cf  Antwerp. 

In  the  TcMfi  Prifon  of  Fori  Leivit, 

in  Mauritius f  8th  Aow.  1778. 

ADIRECT  correfpondence  between  Mr, 
H W of  London  and  rnvfelf,  be- 
ing no  longer  pradicable,  on  account  of  our  re- 
fpedive  departuics  to  oppofite  hemifpheres,  wc 
agreed  to  make  a  common  friend  the  depofitarjr 
of  our  communications;  and  that  chara<5lcr.  Sir, 
"we  flattered  ourfclves  we  fiiould  find  in  you.— 
You  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  tranfmit  my  letters 
to  our  friend,  wherever  he  may  be  :  i  fhall  be 
happy  if  you  ihall  receive  as  much  entertainment 
from  them  as  fhall  ccmpenfate  for  this  trouble. 

Having  re-embarked  at  Madeira  on  board  the 
Briflbn,  on  Sunday  the  ifth  of  March,  we  en- 
countered alternate  ftorms  and  calms  for  the 
fpaceof  eight  days ;  after  ^hich  time,  we  enjoyed 
fair  weather,  and  a  favourable  gale.  The  peak 
of  TenerifFe  (hewed  its  pointed  top  exalted  above 
wreaths  of  white  clouds,  which,  to  our  fenfes, 
made  a  chafm  between  the  lower  part  of  that 
ftupendous  mountain  and  the  upper,  thatfeemed 
fulpended  in  the  iky.  As  we  pafied  between 
TenerifFe  and  the  great  Canary,  in  a  fcrene  at- 
mofphere,  we  enjoyed  a  delightful  profpecfl  of 
the  inimitable  beauties  of  each  ifland.  While 
we  fleered  our  courfe  between  the  Cape  de  Verd 

ifles, 
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ifles,  and  the  coaft  of  Africa,  we  foon  began  to 
feel  the  efFedls  of  this  near  approach  to  the  high 
land  of  that  continent,  in  frequent  cajms,  which, 
with  a  ftrong  north- eaft  current,  difappointed  all 
pur  hopes  c^i='  a  quick  pafTage,  and  threatened  us 
with  a  view  of  the  Gold  Coaft,  Calabar,  Benin, 
Congo,  and  Angola.     In  the  fpace  of  three  te- 
dious weeks,  we  crawled  on   to  the  equinodial 
line--^the  languor  of  this  flow  progrefs  was  fome- 
what   relieved   hy   the  amufegient  of  catcliiftg 
enormovis  Aiarks,  bonnettas,  and  albicores.    Be^ 
t.ween  the  fecond  and  third  degrees  of  {buth  la- 
tityde,  upon  the   15th  of  April,  we  were  enter- 
tained fof  twQ  hours  with  th-e  examination  of  ^ 
kind  of  fiih,  fueh  as  had  never  betn  (ecn  before 
hv    ajiy  one   on   board.     As  it  leifurely  moved 
.round  the  ftiip,  raifmg  its  enmmous  tail  and  fins 
above  t^e  fyrftce  of  the  water,  1  took  occafion  ta 
form  fooTQ  eftimate  of  its  length  by  the  breadth 
of  the  ftiip,  and  computed  it  to  be  forty  Englifh 
feet  :  its  thicknefs  I  judged  to  be  ten  feet  in  dia- 
meter.    The  form  of  this  animal  refenibles  thaf 
of  a  fliark  :  It  is  beautifully  fpotted  like- a  leop- 
ard ;  in  fome  parts,  the  fpots  on  its  body  refera- 
ble that  on  the  peacock's  tail.     The  monfter  por- 
tended good  to  us  :  tor  while  we  were  admiring 
its  fize,  the  beauty  of  its  (kin,  and  the  fwarms 
of  lefTer  fiflies  with  which  it  was  furrounded,  an 
unexpefted   breeze  fuddenly  filled  our  fails,  and 
overfpreud  the  fmooth  element  on  which  we  fioat- 
ed,  with  fhort  broken  waves,  which  the  feamen 
joyfully  diitinsTuifhed  bv  the  name  of  "  Ics  tetes 
de  moutoiis,"  (fiieep  or  lambs  heads.) 

Tli^ 
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The  creature  I  had  feen,  dwek  long  wpon  my 
imagination,  and  recalled  to  my  nund  the  ftorica 
of  the  ancients  concerniog  Tea  monfters,  whicl^ 
I  began  fcarcely  to  regard  as  fabulous,  Mj  fancy 
made  a  wild,  but  pleafing  excurfion  to  the  Nor-> 
wegian  feas,  the  feat  of  Krakens  or  Korvens,  fea- 
fnakes,  and  ferpents  of  the  ocean :  animals 
whofe  ftupendous  dimennons  had  long  excetded 
the  bounds  o^  credibility  ;  but  which,  their  ex- 
iftence  being  now  fully  proved,  are  no  longer  ac- 
counted chimerical  by  the  moft  incredulous 

it  is  remarkable  that  the  animal  prod udions  of 
thefea  are,  fome  of  them,  infinitely  larger  ihar^ 
any  living  creature  bred  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
The  animals,  again,  that  tread  the  ground,  arc 
in  general  larger  than  thofe  that  fly  in  the  air. 
P'rom  this  analogy  I  finould  be  apt  to  conclude, 
that  were  the  interior  parts  of  the  earth,  accort  ing 
to  the  theory  of  certain  naturalifis,  replete  witft 
an  enormous  abyfs  of  waters,  thofe  waters  mufl 
be  the  manllon  of  animals  ftill  more  huge  and 
ftupendous  than  any  known  on  the  iuriace  of 
this  terraqueous  t;iobe. 

Having  been  fmoothly  carried  by  a  gentle 
breeze  acrof^  the  fouthern  latitudes,  we  fell  in, 
on  the  7th  of  May,  with  the  Knglifh  Company's 
fiiips  Southampton,  NaiTau,  and  Queen,  vvith 
v/hich  we  kept  company,  and  exchanged  foeial 
vifits  until  the  17th,  .when  the  Queen,  having 
on  board  the  annual  (lores  for  St.  Helena,  di- 
redted  her  courfe  for  that  ifland,  carrying  letters 
to  Europe  from  all  the  other  lhi[>s. — h  is  but 
juftice  to  French  hofpitality,  to  fxy,  {hat  the 
Isafliiu,  having  between  forty  and   fifty  pafien- 

gers 
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gers  on  board,  and  their  frefh  provlfions  being 
wholly  expended,  was  fupplied  by  the  bounty  of 
captain  de  Chefeaux  with  iheep  and  poultrv. 
We  made  the  high  mountains  of  Bourbon  on  the 
25th  of  June,  twenty  four  days  after  our  found- 
ing on  the  wert  edge  of  the  Eel  bank,  nearly  op- 
poiiteto  Falfe  Bay,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
On  the  fallowing  day  we  anchored  in  thirty  fa- 
thom water,  about  two  miles ,  from  the  town, 
within  the  beautiful  and  fpacious  bay  of  St. 
Paul, 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  twenty  four  days,  we 
were  fo  much  thwarted  by  the  currents,  that  af- 
ter making  large  allowances  in  the  daily  reckon- 
ings, we  were  flill  eighty  leagues  farther  weft 
than  we  expedled  to  be,  from  our  calculations. 
I  refer  you  for  an  account  of  the  ufage  1  have  re- 
ceived at  Bourbon,  to  the  inclofed  copy  of  a  let- 
ter I  wrote,  at  fea,  to  M.  A d  and  Son.     I 

fhal!  hereafter  give  you  a  defcription  of  Bourbon, 
and  other  ifiands  in  thefe  parts ;  their  climate, 
foil,  produdions,  and  inhabitants. 

"We  weighed  anchor,  and  failed  from  Bourbon 
on  rhe  fifth  of  July,  and  foon  paflTed,  with  3 
bride  gale,  over  the  banks  or  fhoals  which  are 
laid  down  in  charts  between  Madagafcar  and  the 
French  iflands  of  Seychelle,  which  is  a  much 
Sorter  route  than  the  common  circuit  to  the 
ibuth  eaft.  The  natural  caution  of  captain  de 
Chefeaux  made  him  very  attentive  to  the  courfe  ; 
he  was  conftantly  founding,  but  never  met  with 
any  thing  that  could  be  any  occafion  of  alarm. 
The  late  admiral  Bofcawen  failed  over  thofe  bug- 
bear banks  lall  war  with  a  large  fleet.     1  think  it 

a  pity 
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ft  pity  that  our  nation  have  not  attained  a  fufficient 
knowledge  of  a  paffage  which,  at  certain  feafons, 
would  fnorten  the  navigation  to  India  by  fome 
vceks. 

Neither  the  French,  nor  any  other  navigatorSj 
except  the  Englifli,  take  agronomical  obfervations 
at  fca,  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the  longi- 
tude ;  a  piece  of  ignorance  or  negledl  to  which  I 
may  attribute  all  my  misfortunes  :  for  had  we 
arrived  one  day  fooncr  at  Pondicherry,  I  fhould 
have  eafily  obtained  a  pafiport  for  Madras  •,  and 
I  fhould  have  reached  that  pface  feveral  days 
fooner,  if  our  mariners  had  known  how  to  cor- 
re(5l,  by  the  aid  of  aftroncmy,  the  errors  into 
v/hich  they  were  led  by  rapid  currents,  which 
coft  them,  on  a  fair  computation,  four  days  in 
foundings,  and  laying  to  whole  nights,  through 
fear  of  approaching  the  coaft  of  Malabar.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  delays,  and  the  flow  motion 
of  our  fhip,  we  anchored  off  Tranquebar  on  the 
30th  day  after  we  left  Bourbon  ;  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  dropt  anchor  at  Pondicherry. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  though  the  French 
provifions  are  not  fo  fubflantial  as  thofe  of  Eng- 
iifh  fhips,  yet  out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  per- 
fons  on  board  the  BrifTon,  not  one  died  in  a  voy- 
age of  fix  months;  nor  v/ere  there  above  three 
perfons  in  the  fhip  who  were  in  any  degree  afHift- 
ed  with  the  fea-fcurvy.  Thefe  things  I  attribute 
to  the  following  caufes: — the  fliip  v/as  purified 
once  a  week  in  temperate,  and  twice  in  hot  cli- 
mates, with  water-,  and  betwixt  decks  fprinkled 
with  vinegar.  The  cabin  doors  and  windows  be- 
ing  cloieiy  fhut,  and  the  hatches  faf^eiied  down 

and 
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and  covered  with  tarpaulins,  incenfe  was  burnt 
in  various  parts  of  the  fhip.  The  feamen  and 
oMcers  danced  in  a  ring  on  the  quarter-deck 
every  fair  evening,  to  the  mufic  of  a  bag-pipe; 
and  minuets  and  cotillons  to  the  violin.  They 
had  foup-mesgre  every  day,  and  alfci  an  allowance 
of  frefh  loaf  bread,  made  of  coarfe  but  fweet 
flour. 

Before  We  anchored  in  the  road  of  Pondi- 
cherry,  a  conveyance  confifting  of  three  pieces 
of  light  wood,  fadened  together  by  withs  or 
twigs,  called  a  catty- marran,  carrying  two  In- 
dians, paddling  in  attitudes  peculiar  to  their 
Countrymen,  brought  dire<itions  on  board  from 
Gcvernor  General  Belkcombe  to  the  captain,  not 
to  ler  any  paflengers  go  on  fliore,  before  he  fliould 
have  tranfmitted  an  account  of  their  names, 
couivtries,  and  deftinatioiis,  and  until  he  fhould 
receive  his  further  orders.  I'he  letter  in  which 
thefe  inftrudions  were  conveyed,  was  Secured 
from  fea  or  rain  water,  and  concealed  from  ob- 
fcrvation^  in  a  kind  of  ftraw  hat  which  one  of  the 
meflrngers  wore  upon  his  head.  The  attitudes 
of  the  paddlers  were  flriking  to  a  ftranger.  They 
were  fupported  on  their  knees,  having  the  under 
parts  of  their J'highs  extended  along  the  calves  of 
their  lcg3,  and  the  extremities  of  their  buttocks 
nfting  on  their  heels.  The  catty- marran,  which 
was  about  ten  feet  in  length,  and  thirteen  inches 
v-ide,  and  drew  to  a  point  at  each  end,  was  con- 
tinually under  water,  and  yidded  to  the  furgc  of 
the  Tea. 

We  had  net  been  many  minutes  at  anchor, 
when  oiHccrs  from  the  men  of  war,  and  from 

ihore. 
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/hort,  came  on  board  the  BnPibn,  with  the  mor- 
tifymg  news  that  hoftilities  had  commenced  be- 
tween the  French  and  F.ngtilh  in  India,  but  not 
in  Euro{)e  *  that  Chandernagore  in  Bengal  was 
takenonthe  lOthof  June,  and  that  the  Eng]:fh 
army  niid  the  Nabob's,  both  under  the  com- 
tnahd  of  General  Munro,  were  on  their  march 
to  befi'  ge  Poudichcrry.  All  the  pafTenc^ers  ex- 
cept ?vlr.  Y-^e  and  myfelf  received  pcrmiffion  ill 
fhccouifeof  that  day,  to  difemhark 

On  the  8th  of  Auguft  Ger.eral  Munro's  army 
appeared,  6nd  eftcampal  on  the  red  hill^,  ^ 
letigue  di-ftant  from  the  back  of  Pondicherry. 
On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  General  Munro 
furamontd  GeiVeral  Bellecombe  to  furren^er  the 
town  and  fortrefs  to  the  troops  which  he  com- 
manded*: whereupon  M.'uellecombe  immedi- 
ately fent  orders  to  M.  Tronplly  to  Weii^h,  3nd 
attack  the  Britifh  fquadron  ',  an  order  which  was 
forthwith  obe^jied  w ith  great  alacrity.  The  Engu 
lifh  fquadron,  confiftwg  of  five  ilul,  including 
the  Cormorant  floop  of  war,  appeared  working 
up  from  the  northward:  that  of  the  French,  con- 
fifting  of  an  equal  number  of  ftiips,  but  larger, 
having  a  fuperiority  of  36  guns,  and  700  men, 
ftood  to  the  fouthward  in  order  to  preferve  the 
weather-gage,  and  anchored  at  two  leagues  dif- 
tance  from  fhore.  An  action  commenced  on  the 
iDth,  which  lafted  with  great  heat  for  feventy- 
four  minutes.  I  was  never  in  fo  anxious  a  fitu- 
ation  :  on  boaird  a  French  frigate,  in  the  midft 

*f  ft  v-as  allftlitEfl  -at  Portdicherry,  th«"the  iTctr.tnotre  wits  liti  tbe  tiabie 
«f  the  Kicgot"  Gical  Britain. 

cf 
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of  the  enemies  of  my  country,  a  fpe(5lator  of  % 
iea-engagement  between  the  fquadrons  of  Eng- 
land and  France. — We  all  waited  in  painful  fuf- 
pence  for  the  ifiue.  At  length  I  eagerly  pointed 
out  to  the  captain  and  officers  of  the  Hntade, 
three  of  the  French  fquadron  havvllnpj  their  wind 
and  running  to  the  fouthward,  full  fifteen  mi- 
nutes before  the  adion  ceafed  between  the  capital 
fhips.  After  the  whole  French  fquadron  had, 
with  all  their  fails  fetj  quit  ed  the  field.  Sir  td- 
"ward  Vernon's  fquadron  remained  fifteen  minutes 
on  the  fpot  where  they  had  engaged,  as  if  deli- 
berating whether  to  purfue  the  enemy,  or  to 
bear  away  in  order  to  refit.  They  chofe  the  lat- 
ter alternative,  having  firft  fpliced  their  cordage, 
and  mended  their  fails.  In  this  adion  there  hap- 
pened a  very  remarkable  incident :  one  hroadfide 
from  the  Rippon,  pierced  the  hull  of  the  Briflbn 
in  thirteen  places,  with  heavy  metal. 

I.  had  always,  until  this  day,  entertained  an 
opinion,  that  theEnglifh  mode  of  aiming  at  the 
hull,  was  the  befi:  principle  of  conducing  a  naval 
engigement,  with  fuccefs.  That  opinion  I  am 
now  forced  to  relinquifh.  I  faw  the  French 
fquadron  flying  to  windward,  carrying  every  fail 
and  rope  with  which  they  entered  into  adion  ; 
and  I  faw  the  Englifh  keep  the  fea  as  vidors,  but 
(o  mauled  in  their  fails  and  riggings  that  for  a 
confiderable  time  they  were  unable  to  purfue,  or 
even  to  fail  before  the  wind.  I  do  believe,  that 
had  only  the  quarter-deck  and  fome  of  the  upper 
guns  been  levelled  againft  the  rigging  of  the  ene- 
my's fhips  in  the  adion,  they  could  not  have 
efcapcd. 

"When 
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When  the  Brlflbn  anchored  in  the  road  of  Pon- 
dicherry,  I  could  perceive  very  diflindly,  with 
2,  fpying-glafs,  that  the  entrances  into  the  town, 
at  the  fouth  and  north  ends,  by  the  fea  fide, 
were  open  and  defencelefs.  But  General  Belle- 
combe  had  fet  5000  natives  to  work  in  fortifying 
thofe  places  and  ftockading  the  fea-beach.  They 
wrought  at  night  with  flambeaus  ;  and  the  Ge- 
neral himfelf,  who  fometimes  flept  on  the  ram- 
parts, was  conftantly  (uperintending  them  irt 
every  quarter  :  and  in  order  to  raife  money  to 
carry  on  the  fortifications,  he  even  pledged  his 
lady's  jewels. 

On  the  13th  of  Auguft,  the  Pintade  was  or- 
dered to  a  ftation  four  leagues  to  the  northward 
of  Pondicherry,  in  order  to  intercept  any  com- 
munication between  the  Englifh  fquadron  at 
Sadras,  and  the  army  under  General  Munro. 

The  inclofed  copy  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  A d, 

will  give  you  an  account  of  our  movements  from 
that  time,  until  our  arrival  at  the-^Nicabar  if- 
lands,  which  run  in  a  northerly  diredtion  from 
Sumatra  up  the  bay  of  Bengal ;  and  of  which  I 
fhall  on  fome  future  occafion,  give  you  a  de- 
fcription. 

0«  board  the  Favor i^  St.  PaiiVs  Bay, 
IjJe  bf  Bourbon y  loth  £)^c.  1778. 

I  refer  you  for  an  account  of  my  hiftory  at 
this  place,  to  the  inclofed  copies  of  letters  to  dif- 
ferent perfons.  We  have  now  added  to  our 
cabin  pafTengers,  M,  de  la  Combe,  who  is  the 
procureur  du  Roy,  with  his  lady  and  two  chil- 
dren ;  the  Abbe  de  Fontainej  chief  of  the  apof- 

Vol.  I,  G  tolic 
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tolic  mifilonaries,  and   M.  Kerbalanec,   one  of 
the  noblefie  of  Bretagne. 

I  fhall  interrupt  this  journal  for  the  prefent, 
as  we  have  weighed  anchor,  and  are  failing  out 
of  the  bay  of  St.  Paul's  for  Europe. 


LETTER    XVIII. 
Monficur  Anquitll,  in  St.  Denis. 

On  board  the  Favor i,  Vlfle  de  Bourbon , 

St. Denis's  Road,  30th  Nov.  I  778. 

I  MAY  venture,  Sir,  to  join  the  thanks  of  Mr. 
Y — e  with  my  own,  for  the  pains  you  have 
taken  to  procure  to  us  the  benefit  and  pleafureof 
land  air,  and  exercife  and  focial  enjoyment  on 
fhore.  I  venerate  the  fair  charader  of  the  Vif- 
count  de  Souillac,  and  fhould  be  happier  m  re- 
ceiving marks  of  favour  from  a  liberal  mind  like 
his,  even  under  the  roof  of  a  baker*,  and  the 
care  of  a  military  ferjeant,  than  in  the  carefles  of 
his  fuperior  in  the  ifle  of  France.  Neverthelefs, 
as  the  (hip  is  to  remain  in  this  road  only  for  a  few 
days,  I  chufe  to  decline  to  accept  the  governor's 
obliging  indulgence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

*  A  baker's  Iioufe  wa'?  propofed  for  our  lodging-houfe  on  lliore.     Bakers 
in  Choiieiflands,  are  not  fuch  reputable  perfons  aein  Europe. 

LETTER 
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LETTER     XIX. 

To  the  Vifcount  de  Souillac,  Governor  of  the 
Ifland  of  Bourbon. 

On  baard  the  Favoriy  in  the  Road  of 
St.  Denis,  30th  Nov.  177S. 

A  CAPTIVE  ftranger,  the  fubjed  of  a  ftate  Iti 
hoftility  with  your  nation,  Sir,  enjoys,  with 
the  higheft  fatisfadlion,  the  amiable  report  which, 
flows  from  the  gratitude  of  a  people  bleft  with 
the  fweets  of  jultice,  of  your  mild  and  equitable 
adminiftration.  "Why  a  neighbouring^  ifland, 
linder  the  fame  government  with  Bourbon,  fliould. 
be  chafl:ifed  with  a  fcourge,  is  a  myftery  which 
will  no  doubt  be  unfolded  in  the  courfe  of  Pro- 
vidence. In  the  mean  time,  that  fcourge  ferves 
as  a  foil  to  make  your  virtues  fliine  with  greater 
luflre. 

Receive,  Sir,  the  firfl  tribute  which  the  juf- 
tice  and  humanity  of  a  perfon  inverted  with  pow- 
er, has  had  a  right  to  claim  from  me  ever  (ince, 
by  the  violation  of  public  and  private  faith,  it 
was  my  misfortune  to  be  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the 
rigours  of  imprifonment,  and  the  feverities  of 
illiberal  refentment.  My  befl:  thanks  are  the  on- 
ly acknowledgments  I  can  ofi^er^  for  the  in- 
dulgence which  you.  Sir,  have  thought  proper 
to  grant  to  my  companion  and  myfelf,  of  occu-; 
pying  an  apartment  in  town,  under  the  authority 
of  a  ferjcant,  for  the  benefit  of  frefli  air,  and  for 
G  7.  recovery 
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recovery  from  a  malady  which  knows  no  other 
cure.  The  time  fixed  for  the  (hip's  departure  is 
now  near  at  hand,  and  one  or  two  days  on  fhore 
would  not  compenfate  for  the  trouble  of  pro- 
viding fuch  an  apartment  as  might  be  fit  for  us, 
and  other  inconveniencies  that  would  attend  our 
leaving  this  place  of  confinement  :  for  having 
difcovered  that  M.  de  la  Brillane  had  retraced 
his  promife  to  IVI.  Launay,  of  indulging  me  with 
a  refidence  on  fhore,  until  i  ihould  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  embark  for  Europe,  I  fent  away  every 
thing  I  had,  that  was  not  adapted  to  a  veflel  not 
remarkable  for  cleanlinefs,  or  any  kind  of  ele- 
gance. If  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  furvive 
this  voyage,  I  fhall  carry  to  your  country.  Sir, 
and  to  my  own,  a  heart  imprefled  with  the  cha- 
radler  of  the  Vifcount  de  Souillac,  and  as  ready 
to  do  julllce  to  the  virtues  of  the  public  enemies 
of  my  country,  as  to  complain  of  the  injuries  I 
have  fufFered  from  their  injuftice. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 


LETTER    XX. 

To  Mrs. . 

At  Sea,  litt.2,1-S.  long.  31.  E.  from  Paris, 
in  the  Favori,  5th  January,  1 7  79, 

A  SHIP  approaches,  my  dear  Madam,  which 
may  prove  the  happy  means  of  releafing  me 
from  a  ftate  of  perfe(5l  wretchcdnefs.     The  fea- 

fcurvy. 
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fcurvy,  a  return  of  my  fever,  together  with  ma- 
ny difagreeable  circumftances,  would  certainly 
overpower  my  weak  frame,  were  I  forced  to 
continue  my  voyage  in  the  Favori.  Yet,  believe 
the  didates  of  my  heart,  it  is  not  without  re- 
gret that  I  quit  this  fickly  and  inconvenient  man- 
fion,  which  would  have  wafted  me  to  France, 
and  Britain,  and  reftored  me  to  thofe  objeds 
jvhich  1  hold  the  deareft  in  the  world,  and  which 
are  ever  prefent  to  my  mind  amidft  all  the  cares 
and  difquietudes  of  an  uneafy  life. 

You,  my  friend,  know  the  ftate  of  my  mind 
full  as  well  as  I  do  myfelf :  for  to  you  I  have 
unbofomed  my  whole  heart.  You  know  the 
objedls  of  friendly  attachment  that  occupy  and 
delerve  my  conftant  attention.  Have  the  good- 
nefs,  my  dear  coufin,  to  communicate  to  one  of 
thofe  much-favoured  perfons,  the  unexpeded 
events  which  have  happened  to  me,  and  which 
will  ferve  to  explain  fome  things  which  might 
otherwife  create  uneafinefs. 

I  wrote  a  long  letter  to  you  from  the  Ifle  of 
France,  dated  the  7th  of  November.  From 
that  letter  you  will  have  learnt  what  happened  to 
me  fince  the  arrival  of  the  Briflbn  in  the  road  of 
Pondicherry.  Nothing  very  material  has  occur- 
red fince.  I  embarked  on  board  this  fhip  at  the 
Ifle  of  FVance  the  15th  of  November,  and  failed 
from  Bourbon  on  the  loth  of  December.  I  am 
now  placed  in  a  fociety  not  unlike  that  of  the 
ftage  coach  in  Tom  Jones  j  a  jumble  of  figures, 
conftitutions,  complexions,  difpofitions,  profef- 
fions,  and  fexes,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  give  you 
an  idea  of  fome  of  the  principal  chara<5lers  in  this 
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catalogue  •,  and  it  would  be  a  breach  of  good- 
manners,  not  to  prefent  our  captain  to  you  in 
the  firft  place,  Le  Sieur  Deniel.  It  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  deCcribe  the  peculiarities,  or  rather  the 
contrarieties  of  this  animal.  He  is  pretty  far. 
advanced  in  the  decline  of  life,  a  great  hypo- 
crite, and  a  greater  bigot.  He  has  long  indulg- 
ed himfelf  in  the  beaftly  habit  of  folitary  drunk- 
ennefs.  The  firft  part  of  each  morning  he  de- 
votes to  the  offenfive  operation  of  difgorging 
the  fermented  wine,  arrg,ck:,  garlick,  and  ragouts 
of  the  preceding  day:  the  fecond  to  prayer,  or 
more  properly  the  profanation  of  religion;  and 
the  reft  to  gluttony  and  intoxication.  Equally 
"Unqualified  for  the  functions  of  a  mafter  and 
thofe  of  an  officer  of  a  fliip,  he  affects  with  an 
old  Davis's  quadrant,  to  obferve  the  fun's  alti- 
tude at  noon,  and  pirates  from  one  or  other  of  his 
officers  the  latitude.  Sometimes  he  fits  down  at 
table  to  dinner,  but  he  fuddenly  difappears,  like 
a  thief,  ftealing  away  a  full  plate  and  a  bottle,  to, 
indulge  his  appetite  without  reftrainfc  in  his  bed- 
fly,  where  he  keeps,  for  private  conveniency, 
a  quantity  of  wine  and  fpirits.  By  the  hour  of 
two  he  is  ftupid  and  turns  in  to  his  neft  ;  at  four 
he  has  recourfe  to  his  bottle,  and  a  plate  of  cold 
vidluals  and  garlic  in  his  own  cabin ;  on  the 
ftrength  qt  which  he  ftaggers  forth  with  an  air 
of  authority  to  profane  the  duties  of  religion  ; 
to  exhibit  an  example  of  human  frailty  •,  and  to 
remind  his  pafTengers  of  the  great  perils  to  which 
they  are  expofed  under  the  condudl  of  fuch  a 
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The  two  principal  officers  of  the  fhip,  who  are 
natives  of   ^it.  Maloes,  are    good  fenliole  men, 

and  fufficiently  polite.      A  M.  L c  of  L'Ori- 

cnt,  (who  works  his  paflage  home  in  the  charac- 
ter of  third  officer)  is  a  wcaK,  vain,  conceited, 
ignorant,  vulgar  fellow,  without  education  or 
jnanners,  and  impudently  familiar.  He  will 
probably  av-i''  himfelf  of  my  name  to  vifit  you. 
J  told  h  -  you  were  vifible  only  to  peribns 

who  had  refpedable  introductions,  or  on  bufi- 
nefs.  Our  furgeon  is  a  fecond  edition  of  the 
captain-,  with  this  difference,  that  the  want  of 
means  keeps  him  from  being  fo  often  drunk, 
and  obliges  him  to  amufe  himfelf,  in  the  inter- 
vals between  gormandizing  and  drinking,  by 
mending  of  old  {lockings.  The  Abbe  Fontaine, 
one  of  my  fellow-pafTengers,  does  honour  to  his 
cloth.  Nature  has  given  him  a  good  counter»- 
ance  and  perfon,  as  well  as  a  noble  genius, 
which  is  highly  improved  by  a  liberal  education. 
His  deportment,  which  is  perfectly  free  from 
unneceflary  referve  and  troublefome  afFedlation, 
is  at  the  fame  time  fcrupuloufly  regulated  by 
that  decency  which  becomes  an  ecclefiaftic.  He 
pofTelTes  language,  abilities,  and  addrefs,  which 
might  qualify  him  to  prefide  even  in  a  fociety  of 
Jefuits.  He  has  that  dignity  of  manner,  which 
is  the  natural  concomitant  of  confcious  merit, 
and  which  the  French  call  I'amour  propre ;  but 
which,  in  few  men  only,  would  not  be  denomi- 
nated arrogance.  Were  I  to  meet  the  Abbe 
Fontaine  in  China,  PruiTia,  or  England,  out  of 
the  clerical  garb,  I  fhould  conclude  that  he  had 
formerly  occupied  an   important  ftation^in  that 

learned, 


I04  TRAVELS       IN 

learned,  perfeverigg  fociety  of  profcribed  priefts, 
"who  once  governed  the,  cabinets  and  conlciences 
of  powerful  monarchs,  but  whofe  influence, 
grown  too  great  to  bear  controul,  wrecked  them 
on  the  dangerous  rocks  pf  ambition. 

A  longer  acquaintance  than  1  have  had  with 
Monfieur  de  la  Combe,  the  'ate  procureur  du 
Koy  in  the  ifland  of  Boui  d jn,  wou'd  be  necefiary 
to  anatomize  this  honefl:  <^ddiiy,  Naiure  has 
been  unkind  to  his  external  formj  and  L  jr  fpar. 
ing  in  her  intelledlual  endowments  •,  but  fhc  has 
adorned  this  homely  and  crazy  manfion  with 
fome  juft  and  generous  fentiments,  an  ample  re 
compence  for  all  defedls.  I  fhould  fuppofe  that 
he  has  been  going  down  the  vale  of  life  thefe  fif- 
teen years.  He  is  fomewhat  above  the  lizte  of 
an  ordinary  dwarf,  and  his  limbs  are  diftorted. 
He  is  polite  and  ceremonious  even  to  excefs  -,  yet 
he  is  alfo  peevifh,  rude,  hafty,  and  in  conver- 
fation  blunt  and  farcaftical.  Brought  up  to  the 
profeffion  of  the  law,  without  the  advantage  of 
genius,  by  the  mere  dint  of  application,  he  has 
acquired  a  pradlical  knowledge  of  forms  and 
rules  •,  and  a  natural  defire  to  do  juftice  fets  him 
far  above  all  chicane.  This  knowledge  of  the 
practice  of  the  law,  and  this  innate  love  of  equity^ 
have  inclined  and  enabled  him  to  refill  the  im- 
perious hand  of  opprefiion  in  fupport  of  inno- 
cence, though  at  the  hazard  of  his  appointment, 
and  confequently  his  bread,  under  an  arbitrary 
and  unprincipled  government.  He  feels  for  the 
diftrefies  of  others,  and  relieves  them  to  the  full 
extent  of  his  powder.  He  is  liberal  and  candid 
in  the  higheft  degree,  and  fsx  above  all  local  or 

national 
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national  prejudices.  With  all  thefe  virtue?,  he 
labours  under  the  misfortune  of  being  obliged 
to  wear  the  petticoat.  He  feels  his  degradation, 
without  daring  to  aflert  his  prerogative  by  bold- 
ly rcfurning  the  breeches  ;    for  Nl,  and  Madame 

de  la  C e  are  fuch  perfed  contrafts  in  rtfped: 

of  fize,  that  while  the  petticoat  may  ferve  as  a 
cloak  to  ihelter  the  hufband  from  the  crown  of 
h.s  he?d  to  the  foles  of  his  feet,  the  bretches 
v'ould  be  incompetent  to  fupply  the  place  of  a 
pair  of  gloves  to  his  ilupendous  mate.  Thus, 
vyhile  in  the  caufe  of  others  he  is  bold  and  refo- 
)ute.  in  his  own  he  is  timid  and  pafiive. 

You  know,  my  fair  friend,  that  I  am  gene- 
rally tender  of  the  charadlers  of  the  amiable  fex, 
except  where  I  have  an  opportunity  of  conveying 
rny  fentiments  verbally  to  a  real  confident.  Of 
the  procureur's  help-mate  I  jQiall  only  fay,  that 
fhe  is  vulgar,  and  a  dram-fipper  ;  and  I  am  fure, 
if  fhe  could  be  otherwife,  (he  would  not  be  con- 
tinent. They  have  two  children  on  board,  the 
one  is  fpoiled  by  the  father,  becaufe,  from  (bme 
features  in  his  countenance,  he  concludes  that 
he  is  really  his  own  fon  :  the  other  is  fp<5iled  by 
the  mother,  for  reafons  beft  known  to  herfelf  as 
the  true  mother  of  the  child. 

Our  fourth  companion,  Monfieur  Kerbalancc, 
a  merchant  of  the  Ifie  of  France,  and  a  native  of 
Bretagne,  is  a  cautious,  prudent,  cool,  civil 
Frenchman,  having  as  well  the  phlegm  as  the 
figure  of  a  Dutchman.  He  is  vain  of  his  family, 
capacity,  and  education.  The  root  may  be  very 
old,  but  the  branch  is  nothing  extraordinary.  He 
feems  ever  attentive  to  his  own  interefl:  j  but  at 

the 
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the  fame  t'lmt  pofil-fTes  juft  and  honourable  prin- 
ciples, and  is  worthy  of  mercantile  and  fecial 
confidence.  His  heahh  is  bad,  and  I  dread,  that 
without  a  quick.  pafTage  from  the  Cape,  he  will 
fall  a  facrifice  to  a  bad  habit  and  the  fea-(curvy. 
His  lady,  during  his  abfence,  has  rended  chiefly 
with  his  fifter,  Madame  Henri,  of  L'Orient  ; 
and  if  the  {late  of  the  war  and  his  private  affairs 
will  allow,  he  means  to  return  to  the  Eaft. 

During  the  time  we  lay  at  anchor  in  Bourbon, 
not  having  leave  to  land,  we  were  vifited  by 
ibme  company  on  (hip- board ;  and  amongfl 
others,  by  a  lady  who  is  niece  to  one   of  your 

nuns,  Madame  G d.     She  and  her  hufband, 

Mr.  Bertrand,  prefied  on  me  the  two  inclofed 
letters.  I  have  been  treated  with  every  mark  of 
refpedl  and  attention  :  fometimes  I  am  taken  for 
a  powerful  member  of  the  fupreme  council  of 
India;  fometimes  for  an  officer  of  diftindion  ; 
and  at  others,  for  a  nobleman  invefted  vvith  high 
powers  from  the  court  of  London.  And  it  has 
been  with  difficulty  that  I  could  perfuade  fome 
people  that  I  had  not  loft,  on  board  the  Brifibn, 
in  money  and  effedls,  gOjOOol.  fterling.  1  hope 
to  write  to  you  loon  from  the  Cape. 

Adieu. 


LETTER    XXr. 

y?/  Sea,  on  hoard' the  f]?ip  Favoriy 

\AfX\\  January,    I  779. 

AT  length,  my   fair   coufin,  T   have  effecfted 
my  enl  irgement,  and  within  the  fpace  of 
an  hour  I  Ihall  embark  in  a  Danifli  (hip  bound  di- 

redly 
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re<5lly  for   the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.     This  de- 
firable  oNjed:    I   attained    not  without  difHculty. 
I  met  with  fuch  an  oppofition  from  captain  De~ 
niel,  as  had  nearly  1  lafted  all  my  hopes  of  deli- 
verance from  this  fioating  prifon  ;  and  which,  of 
courfe,  threatened  to  limit  my  life  to  a  very  few 
weeks   or  days,  as   I   had    for  fome  time  been 
alarmed  with  dangerous  fymptoms  of  the  fea- 
fcurvy.     A  certain  degree  of   firmnefs  and  ma- 
nagement  was  neceflary  to   overcome  the  obfti- 
nacy  of  that  drunken  blockhead,  and  the  con- 
ceit of  IMonfieur  de  la  Combe.     My  honed  fel- 
low-fufferer,     the    Reverend    Mr.   Y — e,    was 
iilent  and  paflive,  ready  to  adopt  any   meafure 
which  1  fhould  approve.     I  do  not  know  that  I 
ever,    in  my  life,  pradifed  argument  and  addrefs 
with  fuch  ejFed  as  I  did  on  this  occafion  :  but  it 
was  neck  or  nothing.     When  I  firil  (poke  to  the 
captain  on  the  fubjedl  of  my  enlargement,  he  de- 
clared that  it  was  more  than  his  life  was  worth ; 
that  I  was  committed  to  him  as  a  prifoner,  and 
enrolled  as  fuch  in  the  difpatches  both  at  Mauri- 
tius and  Bourbon  ;  and  that  he  had  received  or- 
ders not  to  touch  at  the  Cape  on  account  of  his 
prifoners,     I  afked  him,  if  1  had  not  paid  for  my 
pafTage  ? — "  Yes,  Sir."     "  Have    I    not   confe- 
quently  the  fame  privileges  that  other  paflengers 
have  ?"  "  Affuredly,  Sir." — "  If  any  of  the  French 
gentlemen  chofe  to  quit  your  fhip,  and  toreleafe 
you  from  refunding  any  part  of  the  paflage-mo- 
ney  v    would    you,  or   could  you,  prevent  him 
from  doing  fo  ?,*  *'  No,  Sir,  I    believe  I  could 
not."     Then,  having  paid  for  my  paiTage,  I  am 
not  to  be  ccnfidered  as  a  prifoner,  nor  have  I 
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committed  any  crime  ;  therefore,  if  you  dare  to 
detain  me  on  board  againft  my  confent,  the  firft 
Engiifh  fhip  that  comes  along  lide,  will,  when  I 
tell  my  ftory,  feize  your  (hip  and  your fclf-,  and 
if  there  be  no  war  between  France  and  England, 
will  carry  you  into  fome  Britifh  port  to  make 
good  any  damages  :  but  if  there  be  a  war,  your 
ufage  of  me  will  undoubtedly,  as  foon  as,  it  is 
known,  awaken  the  refentment  of  my  country- 
men, and  difpofe  them  to  make  fevere  retaliation 
on  you  or  others,  even  if  I  fhould  endeavour 
to  diHuade  them, 

Thefe  confiderations  had  a  fenfible  effed  on 
the  captain's  countenance  and  language.     I  im- 
mediately improved  the  advantage  i  had  gained, 
by  telling  him,  that  1  v/ould  ftate  my  cafe,  and 
make  my  demand  in  writing,  in  the  form  of  a 
letter  addrefled  to   him,  that  he  might  fummon 
his  officers  and  paiTengers  to  a  confultation  upon 
it;  and  that  their  determination  (fhould  it  be  fa- 
vourable to  me)  being  properly  recorded  and  au- 
thenticated, v/ould  be  a  juftification  of  his  con- 
dud,  in  cafe  the  fhip  fhould  not  be  taken  before 
fhe  fhould  arrive  in  the  European  feas.     To  this 
he  afTented :  I  wrote  a  very  ftrong  letter,  urging 
my  claim  from  the  laws  of  nations,  the  principles 
of  common  jufiiice,  and  the  flate  of  my  health. 
The  council  fat — the  procureur  du  Roy  pleaded, 
and  within  lefs  than  an  hour  it  was  unanimoufly 
decided,  that  I  ought  not  to  be  detained  on  board 
againfl  my  inclination-,  and  it  was  refolved,  that 
I  was  at  liberty  to  embark  on  board  any  neutral 
fhip.     I   fhall  take  leave  of  the  Abbe  Fontaine 
with  pain.    I  am  pleafed  and  flattered  by  obferv- 

ing, 
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ing,  that  this  excellent  perfon  thinks  On  our  ap- 
proaching reparation  with  regret.  When  he  re- 
ceived me  on  the  gangway,  on  my  return  from 
on  board  the  Danifli  fhip,  his  eyes  difcovered 
how  largely  1  had  (hared  in  his  affedlions.  —  *'- 1 
(ee,  faid  he,  by  your  countenance,  that  you  have 
Cucceeded  with  the  Dane."  Madame  de  la  Combe 
/bed  tears,  and  her  tvvo  children  cried.  1  was 
not  furprifed  that  the  children  did,  becaufe  I 
fbewed  an  attachment  to  them,  and  often  fed 
them. 

I  had  a  fmart  oppofition  to  encounter  on  board 
the  Danifh  veflel,  v/hich  originated  from  that 
ftri(5l  neutrality  fhe  was  inftruded  to  obferve. 
It  was  with  difficulty  that  I  obtained  leave  to  go 
on  board,  even  as  a  vifitant.  Had  I  not  had  the 
good  fortune  to  meet  with  a  very  fenfible  and  li- 
beral perfon  in  Mr.  B d,  who  was  (uper- 

cargo,  and  alfo  one  of  the  owners  of  the  fhip, 
my  arguments  from  treaties,  laws,  and  cuftoms, 
would  have  had  but  little  influence  on  the  mind 
of  my  other  countryman  the  captain. 

The  fecond  officer,  a  real  Dane,  accompanied 
me  back  to  dine  in  the  Favori.  We  (hall  take 
leave  of  this  fhip  immediately,  as  the  deflert  is 
ferved,  and  the  coffee  with  its  chaffeur  ordered 
quickly,  to  gratify  my  defire  of  enlargement. 

My  next  letter  will  be  from  the  country  of 
Mynheers  and  Hottentots,  Adieu,  my  dear  cou- 
fin — may  God  continue  to  guide  your  thoughts, 
words,  and  aflions! 

LETTER 
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The  Honourable  W.  H s,  Efq.  Governor 

General,  &c.  &c.  in  Calcutta. 

In  the  Towh  Prifon  of  Port  Lewis,  Ifle  of^Francet 

17th  November,  1778. 

E  arrived  In  Pondicherry  road  on  the  3th 
of  Auguil.  The  papers  that  accompany 
this  letter  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  treatment 
"which  Mr.  Y — e  and  myrelf  received,  from 
that  time  until  now.  What  might  have  been 
improper  to  have  mentioned  in  thofe  papers,  I 
ihall  now  take  the  liberty  of  laying  before 
you.     - 

It  feems  evident  that  France  had  long  medita- 
ted a  blow  in  the  Eaft,  and  that  it  was  the  prompt 
and  vigorous  meafures  adopted,  on  your  part. 
Sir,  which  alone  prevented  it.  Some  time  before 
my  departure  from  France,  in  the  month  of 
January  laft,  the  Confolante  frigate  brought  fe- 
cret  intimation  that  a  treaty  was  concluded  with 
Hyder  Ally  by  M.  St.  Lubin,  the  French  minif- 
ter,  hoftile  to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  Eng- 
lifh  Eaft-India  Company,  to  which  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore  had  alfo  acceded.  We  arrived  at  Bour- 
bon on  the  23d  of  June^  Here  feveral  circUn;i- 
ftances  concurred  to  imprefs  our  minds  with  an 
idea,  that  either  hoftilities  had  already  been  begun 
by  the  French  in  India,  or  that  a  rupture  would 
foon  happen,  in  which  they  would  be  the  aggref- 
fors.     The  captain  of  the  port  declared  that  he 
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came  on  board  under  the  ftrongefl:  apprrhenfio  s 
that  the  BrifTon  was  an  Englifh  man  cf  war, 
which  might  carry  him  prifouer  to  India.  Here 
M.  de  Chefeauv,  commander  of  our  fnir.,  to 
our  great  aftonifhment,  exhibited  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  Bourbon  pofitive  orders  from  the  ComjTiir- 
fary  of  L'Urient,  not  to  fufter  the  two  Er;gliih 
paflengers  to  land;  and  it  appeared,  farther,  that 
he  had  obliged  himftlf,  by  writii"'g,  to  obey 
that  injun6lion.  A  gentleman  at  St.  Paul's  had 
the  candour  to  tell  me,  that  if  he  fhould  take 
charge  of  my  letters  for  France,  to  be  fent  by  the 
fhip  Fitz- James,  then  hourly  expedled,  he  might 

be  called  upon  to  produce  them.     Dr.  C n 

who  brought  fome  letters  to  Mr.  Y — e  for  his 
friends  in  Bengal,  delivered  them  into  his  hands 
open ;  for  it  was  probable,  he  fald,  that  all  papers 
would  undergo  an  examination  at  Pondicherry. 
One  of  our  French  paflengers,  who  was  an  utter 
ftranger  in  India,  told  me,  that  before  he  left 
France,  he  was  aflured  of  a  military  commifllon 
in  the  fervice  of  an  Indian  prince  in  alliance  with 
France.  And  it  was  aflerted  as  a  fad  at  Bourbon 
that  the  Sartine,  commanded  bv  M.  Corcnat, 
with  all  her  (lores  and  ammunition,  v/ere  fold 
to  Hyder  Ally. 

I  know  not  whether  I  ought  to  mention  that 
M.  Bel!ecombc  and  his  officers  were,  or  pretend- 
ed to  be,  well  acquainted  with  the  moft  fecret 
refolutions  in  the  fupreme  council  of  Bengal; 
thofe  in  the  council  of  Madras;  and  with  all  the 
intimations,  orders,  and  news  that  came  by  the 
packets  from  Suez.  They  fay,  that  the  Gover- 
nor General  had  twice  protefted  in  council  againft 

hoftilities. 
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hoftilities,  but  that  Mr.  Barwell,  v/ho  hated  the 
French  nation,  v/as  violent,  and  obtained  a  ma- 
jority in  oppofition  to  the  governor's  fentiments  ; 
that  Governor  Rumbold,  General  Munro,  and 
Commodore  Sir  Edward  Vernon,  had  in  like 
manner  entered  their  protell  agalnft  the  orders  of 
the  fupreme  council,  for  befieging  Pondicherryj 
that  the  houfe  of  M.  Gulnett,  a  French  furgeon 
in  the  Black  Town,  is  a  receptacle  of  fpies* 
that  if  Pondicherry  fliall  be  reduced,  a  M.  Mo- 
racin  is  to  r^fide  in  Sadras,  and  a  M.  de  Larche  in 
Madras,  and  that  through  them  all  intelligence 
is  to  pafs.  M.  de  Larche  is  a  native  of  India, 
and  will  not,  they  fay,  be  confidered  as  a  French 
fubje(5b.  It  is  certain  that  there  are,  or  were, 
very  a<ftive  and  well-informed  fpies  lurking  in  all 
the  Engllfti  fettlements. 

I  think  it  right  to  acquaint  you,  that  there  is 
a  fcheme  in  agitation,  which,  as  foon  as  the  bla- 
matid  fhall  be  refitted,  will  probably  be  executed. 
It  is  intended  to  take  poflefiion  of  the  fmall 
ifland  of  Mambaze,  in  latitude  4°  South,  on  the 
Eaft  coaft  of  Africa.  The  Portuguefe '  were 
driven  from  this  ifland  by  the  Arabians.  It  will 
be  exceedingly  convenient  for  French  traders^ 
as  a  place  of  refrefhmentj  it  will  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage in  the  negro,  ivory,  amber,  and  gold 
trade,  and  for  carrying  on  a  commerce  with  the 
Red  Sea.  li  is  needlefs  to  take  notice  how  much 
fuch'  an  eftablifhment  would  be  injurious  to  the 
Englifh  commerce  in  the  Arabian  gulph,  as  well 
as  to  our  navigation  through  the  channel  of 
Mof:mbique.  1  refer  you  for  an  account  of  the 
prefent  ftate  of  thefe  iilands  to  the  enclofed  pa- 
pers 
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][>^f9.  I  exped  to  find  an  opportunity  of  Convey- 
ing this  letter  from  Bourbon  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  where  1  ihall  write  a  poftfcript. 


— '■■■*ir<rtiiiBTf" 


LETTER    XXIII. 

Xo  , ^  Efqrs.  London. 

Cap/"  if  Good  Hep^f   ift  Feb.  1  7  7^. 
MY  DEAR  FRIENi5S, 

ON  the  15th  of  January  I  embarked  in  A 
Danifh  fnow,  which  came  to  anchor  hertf 
bn  the  22d.  The  hiftory  of  my  imprifonment 
and  correfpondence  vvith  perfons  of  various  de- 
fcriptionSj  could  not  be  given  in  a  fingle  letter 
without  infinite  time  and  labour.  I  therefore 
fefer  you,  for  many  particuiafSj  fomeof  vi^hich 
you  may  think  not  unimportant,  to  copies  of 
letters  I  wrote  to  different  perfons  on  formef 
occafions. 

The  French  adminiftration  certainly  aim  at 
recovering  their  former  influence,  and  ex- 
tending their  commerce,  in  Hindoftan-,  a  re- 
folutlon  from  which  nothing  can  divert  them, 
but  the  conqueft  of  their  African  iflands.  The 
Company  and  the  Briti(h  government  cannot, 
therefore,  be  too  quick  and  acflive  in  cor.ccrting 
the  means  for  attaining  this  end.  Should  the 
reduflion  of  the  French  fettlements  in  thefc  feas< 
become  an  obje6t  to  the  government  of  Greac 
Britain,  I  would  furnifh  levcral  obfervations 
which  might  be  cf  ufe  in  making  fuch  aiTange-- 

Vol.  1.  H  nientd 
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jTientg  in  thofe  iflands,  as  would  contribute  at  the 
fame  time  to  the  fatisfa<5lion  of  the  inhabitants, 
tht*  advantage  of  the  company,  and  the  intereft 
of  the  Briti/h  nrition. 

At  length  Pondicherry  is   reduced,    after  a 
brave  re fi (tan ce  by  an  handful  of  men,  defended 
in  many  places  only  by  new  mud   walls.     I  am 
not  a  military  man,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  military 
fkill  :    but   in   v^arm,  and  indeed  in  all  remote 
countries,  whatever  be  their  climate,  the  flow 
approaches  pradlifed  in  Eii^ope   againft   regular 
fortifications,    are  extremely    injudicious ;    the 
number  of  men  loft  in  a  general  ftorm,  being  al- 
ways far  ihort  of  the  multitudes  deftroyed  by 
bad    nouriihment,  inclemency  of  weather,  and 
continual   fkirmifhes    in    a  long  fi^ge :    befides, 
that  delays  ever  difcourage  the  befiegers,  and 
give  confidence  to  the  befieged.     To  thefe  confi- 
d'Tations.may  be  added,  the  rifque  incurred,  in 
ilow  approaches,  of  being  obliged  to  raife   the 
fiege ;  a   neceffity  to  which  the  Englifh  army, 
befo'e  Pondicherry,  might  have  been  reduced, 
if  relict  ffkd  been  fent  to  the  garrifon   of  that 
town,  either  from  Hyder  Ally  or  from   Europe. 
I  anxioufly  wiflied  to  be  onfhore,  becaufe,  having 
learned  the  ftate  of  the  place  befieged,  I   could 
have  given  ufeful  information  to   thofe  who  be- 
fieged it ;  and  particularly  could   have  pointed 
out   two  places   where   afl^aults    (feints    in    the 
mean  time  being  made  in  others)  would  have  fo 
divided  the  fmall  force  that  defended  Pondicher- 
ry, that  it  muft  foon  have  been  obliged  to  fur- 
render. 

I  think 
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i  think  I  do  no  diflervice  to  the  Eaft  India 
tTompany,  when  I  declare  to  vou,  gentlemen, 
that  in  my  humble  opinion,  coniequences  the 
moft  dangerous  to  the  Britifh  commerce  in  Afia, 
are  to  be  dreaded  from  the  public  and  private  in- 
fuits  that  are  oflFered  with  impurdty  to  the  Nabob 
of  the  Carnatic.  The  French,  Dutch,  and 
Danes,  are  well  informed  of  the  indignities  that 
prince  fufFers  within  his  own  dominions,  from 
attornies,  private  merchants,  and  even  his  own 
military  officers.  Can  a  princCj  within  his  own 
territories^  be  legally  Ajed  for  debts  by  common 
adions  ?  or,  is  it  confiftent  with  good  policy, 
and  the  dignity  of  fo  refpedable  a  body  corpo- 
rate as  the  iinglidi  Eaft  India  Company,  to  fuf- 
fer  a  common  attorney  of  the  mayor's  court,  to 
write  infolent  and  menacing  letters  to  the  fpvc- 
reign  lord  of  the  Carnatic,  of  whom  the  Compa- 
ny hold  many  of  their  pofTefTions  ?  Would  the 
Nabob's  own  ofHcers  in  the  town  of  Madras  ftop 
the  young  Nabob's  carriage,  pcrfonally  abufe 
him  with  the  moft  fcurriious  language,  and  even 
threaten  to  ftrike  him,  if  a  wife  and  juft  govern- 
ment were  eftabliftied  in  that  prefidency  ?  i.et 
us  recolle(51:,  that  the  young  prince,  who  was 
thus  infultcd,  is  general  of  all  his  father's  forces: 
And  is  the  prefent  a  time  to  deftroy  that  mutual 
confidence  and  cfteem  which  ought  ever  to  fub- 
lift  between  a  general  and  his  troops,  and  with- 
ojit  which,  vidory  over  a  foreign  enemy  is  fa- 
crificed  to  internal  miftruft  and  difTentions  ? — A 
mind,  in  the  vigour  of  youth,  is  not  always  proof 
againft  repeated  infults,  even  in  countries  where 
princes  are  regarded  not  as  demi-gods,  but  as 
H  2  mgn. 
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men,  by  their  fubjeds  -,  and  where  ftate  and 
pomp  do  not,  as  in  Afia,  conftitute  the  fecurity 
and  llrengrh  of  government.  How  mortifying 
then  muft  it  be  to  a  prince,  bending  under  the 
weight  of  years,  his  treafures,  body  and  mind, 
cxhaufted  in  the  defence  of  his  country  and  fer- 
vice  of  his  alhes,  inftead  of  receiving  Afiatic  ve- 
neration, to  be  treated  with  contempt  ?  Such  a 
degradation  is  infinitely  more  painful  to  a  feeling, 
elevated,  and  princely  mind,  than  dtath.  In 
Supporting  this  weight  of  afflidion  fo  long,  the 
Nabob  has  exhibited  fortitude  almoft  more  than 
human.  Time  will  difclofe  to  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  the  qualities  of  that  prince,  anddilco- 
ver  a)fo,  perhaps  when  it  is  too  late,  how  grofs- 
ly  they  have  been  abufed  by  mifreprefentations  of 
fafls  and  circumftances.  After  fo  old,  fo  firm, 
fo  approved  an  alliance,  the  fyftem  of  expediency 
now  adopted,  is  indelicate,  and  new  experiments 
may  prove  dangerous.— In  the  mean  time,  it 
would  be  good  policy  in  the  company  to  concert 
with  the  old  prince  the  choice  of  his  fuccefibr : 
a  meafure  that  may  be  necefiary  to  prevent 
civil  or  family  controverfies  at  a  time  when  di.f- 
union  and  diffidence,  or  even  delays  or  incapa- 
city, might  fugged  dangerous  ideas,  and  ftir  up 
foreign  commotions  on  the  coaft  of  Coroman- 
del. — Hereditary  right  is  not  limited  in  Afia,  as 
in  Europe,  to  feniority.  It  is,  in  many  cafes, 
thought  enough,  that  dominion  pafs  into  the 
hands  of  one  of  the  family  to  whom  it  originally 
belonged. 

1  offer  thefe  fentiments  with  freedom,  being 
fully  perfuad^d  that  they  are  juft.    I  have  learn- 
ed 
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ed  them  from  much  converfation  with  well-in- 
formed foreigners ;  and  am  convinced  of  their 
propriety,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  political  and 
commercial  views  of  the  rivals  and  enemies  of 
the  BritiHi  nation. — I  wifh  the  Company  knew 
how  feelingly  the  French  lament  the  original  er- 
ror of  Monfieur  Duplcix,  in  not  having  formed 
a  connexion  with  Mahomed  Ali-Cawn,  rather 
than  with  pretenders  and  ufurpers,  Aknowledgeof 
this  fad:,  would  enhance  the  merit  of  the  Nabob, 
and  ftrengthen  their  attachment  to  his  perfon  and 
family, 

Adieu.. 


LETTER    XXIV. 

To  J- M ,  Efq;  London. 

Cape  of  Good  Hopct  i  oth  Feb.  1779. 
My   DEAR    SIR, 

HAVING  unexpcftedly  become  confidentially 
acquainted  with  perfons  of  feme  rank  here, 
I.^m  confirmed  in  notions  I  had  long  entertained 
of  your  neighboursof  the  amphibious  kind,  which 
1  fhail  take  the  opportunity  that  now  offers,  of 
communicating  to  you. 

It  is  fome  years  fince  I  could  clearly  perceive 
that  Amfterdam  leaned  unnaturally  towards 
France,  againft  Britain.    Kotterdam,  the  Hague, 

and 
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and  the  othe-r  towns  of  Holknd»  are  otherwife 
difpofed ;  but  the  influence  of  Amfterdam  is  great, 
and  the   Dutch  Eaft-lndia  Company  have   very 
inconfiderately  thrown  their  weight  into  the  fame 
Icalc.     The  broils  with  America,  which  Holland 
has   warmly  promoted,    together  with   French 
intrigues,  have  fet  Dutch  politics  in  motion  for 
fome  time  paft:  and  1  can  affure  you,'  that  th? 
Superior  of  this  eftablifhment  has  declared,  in 
confidence,  "  that  the  States  will  endeavour  to 
keep  a  neutrality   between    the   contending  par- 
ties ;  but,  if  forced  to  depart  from  that   fyftem, 
that  they  will  declare  for  France."  To  the  pcrfons 
from  whom  f  had  this  intelligence,  I  gave  it  as 
mv  opinion,  that  both  (he  French  and  Englifli 
nations  would  concur  in   the  fame  meafure,  not 
to  a^llow  Holland  "  to  milch  the  cow,"  as  fhe  did 
lafl:  war.     1  took  the  liberty  of  adding,  that  the 
people  of  that  renowned  republic,had  ftrangely  re- 
nounced thofe  found  rnaxims  of  policy  which  had 
formerly  diredled  their  public  conduct.     I  (hall 
give  you  the  fubftance  of  the  political   leflures 
I  have  been  occafionally  giving  to  the  Dutch  at 
this  j:  lace,  fince  my  arrival  hither.     Th?  rival- 
ihip  of  England,  I  reprefented,  was  not  likely 
to  produce  any  new  difadvantages  to  the  Dutch, 
unlefs  they  themfclves  fhould  wantonly  provoke 
them  :  whereas  France,  with  greater  advantages 
than  England  pofleiTcd,  arifingfrom  local  and  other 
circumftances,  was  bending   all  her  ciForts,  not 
only  to  fecure  the  means  of  being  the   manufac- 
turer and  carrier  of  her  own  wants  and  luxuries, 
but  alfo  of  participating  largely  in  the  commerce 
i^nd  navigation  of  other  nations-,  that  the  French 

nation*. 
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nation,  even  to  a  man,  detefted  a  Dutchman, 
becaufe  his  perfon,  ideas,  manners,  religion,  and 
the  civil  conftitution  of  his  country,  were  all  of 
them  diametrically  oppofitc  to  their  own-,  that 
they  would  give  no  more  of  their  confidence  to 
the  Dutch,  than  policy  and  intrigue  rendered  ne- 
cefTary  during  the  period  in  which  they  were  driv- 
ing their  own  points  j  an  iniincenty  of  condud: 
fimilar  to  that  which  they  them'elves,  in  fpite  of 
the  abilities  and   philofophy   of   Dr.   Franklin, 
were  one  day  to  experience  in  the  Americans, — 
J  declared,  what  I   knew   to  be    truth,  that  the 
French  had  fuccefsfuUy  raifed  the  true  cinnamon, 
cloves,  mace,  and  nutmegs,  in  the  ifle  of  Mau- 
ritius *  ;  and  had  fent  plants  to  Cayenne,   all  ftolen 
from  Ceylon,  Amboyna,  and  Banda.    Such  were 
the  happy  effeds  of  Dutch  partiality  and  French 
treachery  !   I  urged,  farther,  the  vaft  fums  which 
Holland  had   entrufted  in   the  Englifh  ^funds; 
and  could  not  imagine  they  would  break  through 
that  bond  of  attachment,  if  a  total  change  fhould 
not    take   place  in   their  very  natures,  if  they 
fhould  not  become  completely  mad.   While  open 
war  or  fecret  jealoufies  fubfifted   between   the 
houfes  of  Auftria  and   Brandenburgh,    France 
could  never  penetrate  into  Holland;  whereas  every 
port,  confequently  the  whole  trade  and  navy  of 
Holland,  would  be  expofed  to  the^iaval  power 
of  Great  Britain,  &c.  &c. 

Whateffed  my  political  ledures  will  haveonthe 
minds  of  my  Dutch  friends,  I  do  not  know.   I  fuf- 

*  It  was  fuppofed  that  there  would  be  rtiipped  home  this  year,  from 
the  King's  garden  alone,  10,000  lb.- weight  of  cinnamon,  t9,ooo  Ih^ 
l^eight  of  doves,  beiides  confider»ble  quantities  of  other  fpices. 

ped^ 
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pe<5t  that  it  will  be  much  the  Ame  with  that 
which  is  commonly  produced  by  lectures  in  mora- 
lity and  theology.  But  while  I  foreiee  the  part 
the  Hollanders  will  probably  take  in  that  conteft 
which  is  likely  to  difturb  the  world,  I  have  the 
fatisfadllon  of  being  convinced,  that  they  arc 
not  thofe  formidable  enemies  they  are  commonly 
imagined  to  be  ;  and  that,  fhould  they  venture 
on  war,  they  will  foon  repent  of  their  rafhnefs, 
and  wifh  for  nothing  fo  much  as  for  peace  with 
England. 

You  may  be  aflured,  my  friend,  that  there 
is  not  a  government  on  earth  which,  with  fo  much 
fLVt  and  fuccefs,  conceals  from  public  view,  and 
in  lome  meafure  even  from  itfelf,  the  dangerous 
precipice  over  which  itisfufpended,  as  the  High 
;ind  Mighty  States  of  Holland.  When  it  falls, 
as  it  muft  do,  pofterity  will  be  loft  in  enquiring 
into  the  circumftances  which  ferved  fo  long  as 
props  to  the  bafelefs  fabric. 

It  is  well  known,  that  of  all  the  branches  of 
Dutch  commerce,  that  with  India  has  ever  been  con- 
fidered,  both  hy  themfelves  and  foreign  nations, 
^s  the  chief.  It  was  this  that  enabled  them  to 
contend  with  fuccefs  againft  l-*hilip  II.  and  l^hilip 
JII.  of  Spain,,  the  mofl:  powerful  monarchs  of  the 
^ge  in  which  they  lived,  The  gold  of  the  weftern 
\vorld,  and  the  renown  of  the  Spanifh  name, 
were  oppofed  in  vain  to  the  rich  productions  of 
the  Eaft,  and  the  persevering  induftry  of  an  in- 
fant republic,  contending  for  religious  and  civil 
liberty. 

That  branch  of  commerce  which  firft  exaltad 
^hern,  the  Dutch  nation  iliil  regard  as  the  chief 

(puree 
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fource  of  their  wealth.   It  is  this  that  is  the-^ind 
fupport  of  their  hope  and  their  pride.   They  Well 
know,  that  in  an  enlightened  age  they  cannot  en- 
joy thole  advantages  which  in  times  ot  oblcurity 
they  derived  from  prudence,  perseverance,   and 
refolution-,  and  above  all,  from  necefTity,  the  mo- 
ther of  invention-,    and  difirefs,  the  parent  of 
virtue.     The  nations   of  Europe  do,  many  of 
them,  manufadure  or  import  thofe  articles  them- 
felves,  with  which  they  were  formerly  lupplied 
frorr.  Holland.     The  rocks  of  St.  Euilatius  and 
Sabi,  and  the  fand-bank   Curacoa,  are  adapted 
only  to  the  clindeRine  trade  to  which  they  have 
been  made  fubfervient,  againft  the  faith  of  na- 
tions  and  of  men.     Their  fettlements  between 
the  Oronooke  and  the  Amazon,  on  the  continent 
of  South   America,  have,  by  a  conducft  unwor- 
thy of  the  defcendant^  of  thofe  who  fought  for 
religion,  liberty,  and  juftice,  under  the  banners 
of  tlie  firrt  William  Prince  of  Orange,  fallen  into 
a  difcredit,  which,  added  to  the  expenfive  labour 
of  draining  and   clearing    the   land,   the    main- 
tenance of  fubordination  among  {laves  on  a  con- 
tinent, and  that  unhealrhfulnels  of  climate  which 
has  proved  fatal  to  procreation,  threatens  the  de- 
cline of  this  once  promifing   colony.     It  is  to 
Afia  alone  that  the  Dutch  look,  with  fond  hope? 
of  drawing  the  means  of  private  and  public  prof- 
perity.     Bht  wlien  the  fanxd  eftablifhments  of 
the  Dutch  in  the  Eafl  are  dripped  of  their  falle 
glare  and  external  ornaments,  a  poor  emaciated 
body  appears,  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  gallop- 
ing confumption.     Their    Eaft-India  trade   has 
dcvated  thera  jnto  an  air  too  fine  for  therefpir^^- 
^  '    '  tioA 
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tlon  of  fuch  heavy  bodies,  and  threatens  to  hurl 

them  back  into  their  original  morafs. 

The  numerous  commercial  eftablifhments  and 
colonies  of  Holland   in  the  Faftern  hemifphere, 
were  wrefted  from  the  Portuguefe  by  treachery 
and  force  of  arms;  or  ufurped  from  the  native 
proprietors  by  aflaflinations,    perfidy,   and  op- 
preliion:   the  fettlement  at  the   Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  alone  is  an  exception,  which  the  juftice  of 
a,  furgeon   purchafed  from  the  Hottentots  for 
about    4,oool.    in   merchandize.     The    Engfifh 
Eaft-India  Company,  among  others,   were  ob- 
liged to  fubmit  to  ads  of  barbarity   from  thofe 
avaricious  ufurpers,  which  give  them  at  this  mo- 
ment a  right  to  revive  a  dormant  claim  on  fome 
of  their  moft  valuable  fpice-fettlements.     I  fhall, 
perhaps,  hereafter  fliew  the  pr?<dicability  of  lay- 
ing open  the  fpice-trade  to  other  nations  as  well 
as  the  Dutch,  and  demonftrate  the  peculiar   ad-, 
vantages  that  would  thence  accrue  to  the  Britifli 
nation  and  Engliili  Eaft-India   Company.     At 
prefent  I  ftiali  content  myfclf  with  ftating  the 
profits  which  arife  from  the  fpice-trade  alone,  and 
jfhew,  notwithftanding,  the  declining  ftate  both 
of  the  Dutch  nation  and  Eaft-India  Company  *. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  republic  of  Holland, 
that  famous  ftrudure  which  excited  the  admi- 
ration and  jealoufy  of  Europe,  has  been  under- 
mined by  its  own  degenerate  offspring.  That 
power  which  fet  limits  to  the  fea,  and  even  in- 
vaded her  bounds,  will'  fpeedily  vanifh  like  a 
vifion.     It  is  faid,  that  one  evident  fymptom  of 

♦  The  calculation  which  was  here  introdaced,  tke  reader  will  find  in 
the  firft  page  of  the  Appendk,  under  it  iter  A. 

a  con-r 


EUROPE,    ASIA,    AND   AFRICA.        12^ 

a  confumptive  conflitution,  is  an  infenfibility  of 
its  declining  ftate.  This  is  exa(5tly  the  cafe  of 
Holland :  a  people  who  underftand  the  rules  of 
calculation,  the  principles  of  politics,  the  nature 
of  commerce,  and  the  various  fprings  which 
give  vigour  and  permanency  to  ail  other  powers 
in  Europe,  cannot,  or  will  not,  behold  their  own 
rapid  declenfion. 

So  rapacious  is  the  avarice,  and  unbounded 
the  ambition  of  this  Republic,  that  fhe  fecretly 
labours  to  deftroy  an  old  and  faithful  ally,  re- 
gardlefs  of  that  certain  deftrudlion  to  herfelf, 
which  muft  flow  from  lo  ftrange  a  condu<5l.  Whe- 
ther Great  Britain  fhould  have  a  profperous  or 
an  unfortunate  iflue  out  of  her  prefent  troubles, 
who  can  tell?  But  this  we  may  predi(5l, .  with  a 
confiderable  degree  of  certainty,  that  if  Holland 
fhould  declare  againft  England,  fhe  would  there- 
by only  haften  her  own  deftrudlion.  Before  Eng- 
land becomes  bankrupt,  Holland  will  be  ruined. 
England  has  refources  which  will  enable  her  to 
emerge  from  a  fea  of  troubles-,  whereas  Holland, 
with  all  the  qualities  of  an  amphibious  animal, 
once  immersed,  will  never  rife  again.  To  ag- 
gravate her  misfortunes,  they  will  be  of  htr  own 
fecking,  and  fhe  will  fall,  unpitied  and  unlament- 
ed.  What  would  appear  venial  in  the  condud  of 
other  nations,  in  that  ot  Holland  will  be  thought 
unpardonable.  Impatient  of  tyranny,  the  founders 
of  that  Republic  relifted  the  opprefilve  power  of 
Spain,  with  a  fpirit  and  pcrfeverancc  which  a- 
dorned  human  nature,  and  which  could  have 
been  infpired  only  by  a  regard  to  religion,  and  a 
Jove  of  freedom  andjuftice. — Their  degenerate 
I  offbpring, 
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offspring,  without  a  fhadow  of  provocation,  ex- 
ercife  on  others  fuch  oppreffions  as  thofe  againft 
which  their  brave  anceftors  took  up  arms  with 
glorious  fuccefs:  and  the  impartial  tribunal  of 
the  Omnipotent  is  likely  to  difplay  its  juftice,  by 
making  that  avarice  and  ambition  which  were 
the  fource  of  their  crimes,  the  means  of  their 
deilrudion. 

The  vain^  pompous,  and  ridiculous  ftate  dif- 
played  by  the  Dutch  Eaft-'ndia  Company  in  Ba- 
tavia,  together  with  thofe  numerous  govern- 
ments by  which  they  maintain  their  oppreiTions, 
has  not  only  divefted  the  directors  in  Europe  of 
their  conftitutional  authority,  and  transferred  it 
to  their  fervants  in  Afia,  the  mighty  lords  of 
their  own  creation  v  but  has  devoured,  or  divert- 
ed into  private  <phannels,  that  gain  which  arifes 
from  their  ufurpation,  but  which  might  have 
been  obtained  by  means  lefs  oppreflive,  and  more 
confonant  to  juftice.  — 

From  thole  ideas  of  imaginary  power,  in- 
fluence, and  wealth,  expe6led  from  the  trade  with 
India,  proceeded,  firft  the  negleft,  and  then  the 
entire  abolition  of  manufadurcs,  which,  in  an  ar- 
tificial country  like  Holland,  is  the  only  fource 
of  population.  The  fame  falfe  ideas  have  intro- 
duced luxury,  and  a  fpecies  of  mixed  affedation, 
partaking  of  the  frivolity  of  the  airy  Frenchman, 
and  the  auftcre,  haughty  referve  of  the  free-born 
Englifh.  From  thefe  two  fatal  caufes,  the  intro- 
du(5hion  of  luxury,  and  the  decay  of  manufac- 
tures, the  United  Provinces  have  been  gradually 
depopulated,  and  the  principles  of  their  inha- 
bitants have  CTieatly  degenerated.    Indolence  and 

plealure. 
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pleafure,  the  parents  of  idlenefs  and  corruption* 
have  undermined  the  foundations  of  a  republic 
which  was  founded  on  induftry,  temperance,  and 
frugality. 

I'he  population  and  wealth  of  this  celebrated 
republic,  are  now  almoft  wholly  confined  within 
the  gates  of  two  cities :  1  mean  Amilerdam  and 
Rotterdam.  The  {landing  army  of  the  States 
General,  in  times  of  f)rofound  peace,  confifting 
of  38,000  effectives,  contain  not  in  that  number 
2,000  natives.  The  navigation  of  the  republic 
is  carried  on  by  a  number  of  feamen,  of  which 
three-fourths  are  foreigners.  Her  navy  confifts  of 
87  fhips  of  war,  in  good  condition,  which  lie  in 
feveral  different  ports,  creating  daily  expences,, 
finking  the  intereft  of  their  capital,  and  the  capi- 
tal itfelf  by  degrees. 

But  notwithftanding  this  apparently  formida- 
ble navy,  it  has  been  found  impra(fticablc  to  man 
a  fifty-gun  fhip  within  fnortcr  time  than  four 
months,  even  in  times  of  peace,  with  all  the  en- 
deavours of  the  ableft  and  moft  adive  officer  in 
the  fervice  of  the.  States  * ;  and  when  fhe  went 
to  fea,  out  of  about  450  reputed  feamen,  the 
captain  and  his  officers  could  not  mufter  twenty- 
five  men  capable  of  adual  duty.  Mercenaries 
are  a  temporary,  but  precarious  aid,  having  no 
fettlements  in  the  country  they  ferve,  no  families, 
no  attachments  :  and  whofe  pecuniary  acquifiti- 
ons,  like  a  balance  of  trade,  tend  ultimately  to 
impoveriffi  the  ftate  in  which  they  have  been  ac- 
quired, and  to  enrich  thofe  to  which  they  are 

♦■  Captain  Miv,  sn  EngHlhman,  w^offc  fervice  in  Holland  is  a  reallofs, 
:n  a  two-fold  fenfe,  to  bis  native  country,  which  he  fmcerely  loves. 

tranf- 
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tranrported.  It  may  be  aiked,  of  what  niightr 
advantage  is  their  extenfive  navy  to  the  United 
Provinces,  without  feamen  on  whom  they  can 
depend,  and  without  a  pofTibility  of  arming  a 
/hip  of  the  line  in  any  port  of  Holland  ?  From 
Amfterdam,  their  great  port,  a  fhip  of  war  muft 
be  conduced  out  of  the  harbour  without  mafts, 
fails,  rigging,  guns,  ftores,  provifions,  or  even 
ballaft,  being  buoyed  by  a  machine  which  they 
call  a  camel.  Thus  expofed,  might  not  tha 
port  of  Amfterdam,  wherein  near  half  the  navy 
of  Holland  is  equipped,  and  which  is  the  mart 
of  four-fifths  of  its  whole  trade,  be  fhut  up  by 
two  light  frigates  ?  And  if  fo,  how  much  is 
the  Dutch  nation  at  the  mercy  of  Britain  ? 

The  boafted  wealth  of  Holland  is  univerfally 
.mifconceived,  and  in  a  great  mealure  imaginary. 
Her  extenfive  trade  is  carried  on  by  a  circulation, 
■whereof  credit  is  the  bafis;  and  that  credit  is 
founded  on  a  tenure  more  vague  than  even  its 
Eaftern  fpeculations,  becaufe  it  is  blended  with 
the  profperity  and  honour  of  other  nations,  and 
becaufe  the  Republic  wants  power  to  enforce  its 
claims,  in  cafe  of  any  delinquency  arifing  from 
injuftice,  caprice orneceflity. 

The  decline  of  manufadures  has  thrown  the 
whole  command  of  the  wealth  of  this  country  in- 
to the  judaic  hands  of  fubtle  brokers  of  Amfter- 
dam. Thefe  men  confpire  with  negociators  to 
promote  their  mutual  advantage,  at  the  expcnce 
of  their  ignorant,  and  often  mlfled,  country  con- 
ftituents,  by  over-rating  tlie  value,  and  enhanc- 
ing the  price  of  fecurities,  over  and  above  their 
eftablifhed  commiiiions. 

The 
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The  general  and  particular  ftates  and  corpora- 
tions oi  the  Ljnited   Provinces,  have  contraded 
debts  equal  to  eighty  millions  of  Britifti  pounds, 
at  a  very  low  rate  of  interell.     Foreign  nations 
have  contradled  debts  in  Holland  nearly  equal, 
^including  the  property  which  the  Dutch  poflefs 
in  theBritifh  ftocks)  for  which  they  pay  a  higher 
rate  of  intereft.     Thefe  two  fums  are  the  ima- 
ginary  property  of  the    individual  fubjeds  of 
the  Republic,  except  fuchfumsas  they  have  ne- 
gociated  in    Antwerp,  and  other  neighbouring 
towns  and   ftates  in  Germany,  which  by   right 
fhould  be  deduded  out  of  the  calculation.     The 
difference  between  the  intereft  paid  by  the  general 
and  particular  ftates  of  the  United  Provinces,  and 
that  which  is  paid  to  them  by  foreigners,  is  the 
fund  whereon  the  people  fubfift  -,  the  profits  and 
commiftlons  of  merchants  and  brokers  being  in- 
grofled  by  a  few  individuals  ;  and  agriculture  not 
being  fufficicnt  to  furnifti  bread  and  animal  food 
to  a  fixth  part  of  the  inhabitants.     On  the  founda- 
tion of  thofe  loans,  and  the  negociation  of  adlions, 
or  obligations  circulated  from  hand  to   hand  as 
articles  of  commerce,  are  the  vaft  fpeculations  of 
the  mercantile,  calculating  geniufes  of  Plolland 
formed.     The  fpecies  of  gold,  filver  and  copper 
in  the  country,  cannot  amount  to  ten   millions 
ftcrling  :  the  annual  circulation  may  be  computed, 
moderately,  to  be  three  hundred  millions  fterling, 
exclufiveof  nominal  ftock-jobbing  ;  that  is,  the 
entire  coinage  circulates  in  idea  thirty  times  in 
every  year.     The  coins  of  intrinfic  value  are  not 
current  by  legal  tale  -,  and  thofe  that  are  legally 
current  by  tale,  bear  not  any  juft  proportion  to 

tJieir 
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their  current  value  ;  fuch  is  the  bafe  qtfality  of 
their  filver   and  copper  coins.    Hence  it   happens^ 
that  thofe  of  real  value  become  articles  of  com- 
merce, fludluating   in  their   value,   and  liable  not 
only  to  mutilation,  but  to  tranfportation  to  other 
countries.     They    are   therefore  often  re-coined^ 
to  the  certain  detriment  ot   the  country  on  which 
that   lofs  muft  ultimately  fall^  whiih  arifes  from 
clipping,  milling,  and    common  wear.     But  this 
is  a  fpecies  of  policy  favourable  to  circulation,  and 
more  fo  to  the  bank  of  Amfterdam,  whofe  direc- 
tors, the  city  magillirates.,  have  contrived  a  muni- 
cipal law,  by  which  all  foreign  bills  of  exchange 
are   paid   in  the  bank  •,  whereas  all  demands  oni 
the  bank  are   negociable  only  by  transfers  :  a  fyf- 
tem  which  multiplies  circulation,  extends  the  in- 
fluence of  the   bank,    and   artfully   conceals    the 
application  of  the  funds,  which  the  credulous  part 
of  the  world  are  taught  to  believe  to  be  idly  im- 
mured within   the  ftupendous  walls  of  the    ftadt- 
houfe.     That  muft.be  allowed  to  be  a  myfterious 
influence  indeed,  which  can  add  in  aninftant  from 
four  to  five  percent,  to  the  value  of  money  lodg- 
ed in   that  fabric  -,  which  the   fame   money  could 
never  be  made  to  acquire  in  any  other  place,  not 
in  the  ftrongeft  repofitories,  and  under  the   moft 
watchful  guards   that  can  be  conceived  by  human 
imagination. — To  penetrate  the  art  by  which  fuch 
-an  influence  is  to  be  acquired,  would  doubtlefs  be 
a  difcovery  equal  to   that   of    the  phylofopher's 
ftone  *. 

The  wealth  and  fecurlty  of  Holland  being  thus 
dependent  on  the  profperity    of  all  the  flates  in 

••  This  magical  incrcife  of  value,  they  cajl  the  agio  •{  the  Unk. 
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Europe  who  have  borrowed  her  treafures,  it  is 
evidently  her  intereft  to  be  the  conftniit  mediator 
of  peace.     In  behalf  of  Britain,   efpecially,  ihe 
ihould  exert  every  nerve,  becaufe  at  ieaft  two 
thirds  of  all  her  foreign  loans  are  fecured  on  the 
credit  of  that  nation,  and  although  (he  receives 
a  lower  rate  of  intereft  from  the  Bririlli  funds 
than  from   the  contrads  of  other   nations,  fhe 
ought  to  remember  that  it  is  the  ready  circulation 
which  the  fuperior  credit  of    the   Britifh   funds 
alone  yield,  that  gives  life  and  vigour  to  all  her 
mercantile  purfuits.     Suppofe  then   the  Britifh. 
nation  a  bankrupt,  can  the  ten  millions  of  ?dlual 
fpecie  in  Holland  already  vefted,  or  in  circula- 
tion, but  intrinfically  not  worth  eight   millions^ 
fupport  alfo  that  circuJation  which  arofe  from 
near  fifty  millions  in  the  Britifh  funds,  or  fecured 
by   Britifh    fubjeds  ?  It  is  the  want   of  credit 
alone  that  can  fhut  up,  for  a  time,  the  refources 
of  Britain  :  and  that  want  of  credit  can  only  be 
brought  about  by  Dutch  irrefolutibn,  inattention, 
ingratitude,  or  a  mixture  of  all    three.     But  if 
the  public  credit  of  Britain  be  fhaken,  the  com- 
mercial, and  of  courfe  the  public  credit  of  Hoi- 
land  will  alfo  be  fhaken  ;  (ince  the  credit  of  Hol- 
land depends  on  that  of  Britain.     And  firther^ 
Britain,  from  her  various  refources,  can  llruggle 
more  efFedlually  and  longer  with  difcredit  than 
Holland  can,    where  credit  is  the  only  fpriv,g  of 
commerce ;  therefore  Holland  mufl  fall  a  facri- 
iice  to  her  own  perfidy  and  folly,  before  fhe  can 
perpetrate  her  ungrateful  purpofes  on   a  great 
nation,  who  is  even  now  her  beft  friend,  and  na- 
tural  ally.     But  what   if  England,  incenfed  at 
Vol.  U  I  the 
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the  provoking  behaviour  of  Holland,  ftiould, 
on  fome  future  occafion,  fequefter  the  property 
which  the  fubjeds  of  that  llate  pofTefa  in  the 
Britifli  funds  and  corporate  fecurities  ?  The  ex- 
iftence  of  the  Republic,  as  a  commercial  ftate, 
niuft  inftantly  come  to  n  finni  period. — Woe  to 
Amlterdam  !  infatuated  by  an  unnatural  attach- 
ment to  France,  although  a  bankrupt  upon  her 
exchange,  her  jealoufy,  ambition,  and  fuperior 
wealth,  domineering  over  her  more  moderate 
and  juft,  and  lefs  envious  colleagues  in  the  ge- 
neral States,  unhappily  for  herfelf  and  for  them, 
guicle  the  reins  which  precipitate  her  country, 
hrft  into  injuflicc,  and  then  into  defl:ru6tion. 

1  have  mentioned  fome,  but  not  all  the  in- 
Aances  in  which  Holland  hasimpofed  on  the  eafy 
credulity  of  other  nations.  Her  internal  police 
has  hitherto  been  conduded  on  the  principles  of 
wifdom  and  juftice  :  but  fhe  is  in  reality  as  much 
unacquainted  with  civil  liberty,  as  fhe  is  opprefll 
ed  by  taxes.  There  is  not  a  government  in  Eu- 
rope that  exercifes  internal  tyranny  more  defpo- 
tically  than  the  magiftracy  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces ;  nor  any  which  exads  Co  great  a  propor- 
tion of  private,  in  order  to  fecure  pubhc  proper- 
ty. But  the  public  revenue,  as  well  as  the  inter- 
nal police  of  Holland,  is  admirably  well  con- 
duced. It  is  levied  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the 
ahtient  lefriflators  of  the  United  Provinces,  and 
fuitable  to  that  attention  which  was  formerly 
paid  to  commerce  and  mercantile  credit,  the  ba- 
fis  of  the  power  and  reputation  of  that  nation. 
A  deviation  from  thofe  principles  v/hich  govern 
the  internal  police  and  public   revenues  of  the 

Republic, 
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Republic,  would  ioon  unite  the  Harlemermer  and 
the  Zuyder  Tea,  in  Ipite  of  thofe  narrow,  unfub- 
'ftantial  arches  which  arrogantly  labour  to  keep 
them  afundcr.  The  flimy  fubftance  which  the 
torrents  of  the  Rhine  carry  into  the  beds  of  the 
canals  of  Holland^  and  which  of  courfe  raife  the 
waters  with  which  they  are  filled  to  greater  and 
greater  heights,  render  it  neceffary  to  raife,  ia 
the  fame  proportion,  the  dykes  within  which 
they  are  tonfmcd  :  this  will  require  more  folid 
matter  than  mixed  ftrata  of  fand  and  loam,  the 
remains  of  turf-pits  moftinjudicioufly  exhauftcd-f-. 
The  violence  of  northern  ftorms  dafhing  againft 
the  fand-dykes  vvhich  guard  the  coafts  of  Hol- 
land ;  the  terrors  of  a  jundion  between  the  Maefe 
and  the  Texel,  and  the  Harlem  and  Zuyder  feas^ 
will  furnifh  incefTant  employment  for  the  wealth 
as  well  as  the  vigilance  of  the  Dutch  ;  which, 
while  it  will  tend  to  curb  their  ambition  and  pow- 
er, will  render  them  ufeful  examples  of  induftry 
dnd  perfeverance  to  their  neighbours. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  the  length  of 
which  1  am  afraid  has  already  exhaufted  your  pa- 
tience, I  muft  mention  a  fa(5l,  which  fhews  the 
declining  ftate  of  Dutch  commerce  and  power  ia 
a  mannet  flill  mOre  ftriking  thin  all  the  foregoing 
reafons. 

The  original  eftablifhmehts  of  the  Dutch 
company  in  Afia  were  fo  confiderable,  and  the 
mortality  there  fa  great,  that  they  required  near- 

•f  The  Dutcb,  to  whom  the  furaee  of  plt-ccal  appeir  equally  unhealthy 
and  oftienfitfe,  have  carried  ofF,  for  the  purpofe  of  fuel,  that  turfy  foil 
whit-h  fupplied  miterials  fat  their  oM  dj-kes,  and  ia  many  places  nothing 
is   left  but  faritl. 
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ly  an  annual /upply  of  five  thoufand  recruits,  to 
uphold  about  feven  thoufand  efFedive  Europeans 
in  garrifons  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Java, 
Ceylon,  the  Malabar  coait,  Coromandel  coafl:, 
BengrJ,  Sumatra,  Molucca,  Siam,  and  the 
Eallern  and  Molucca  iflands.  Of  late,  neceiTity, 
not  a  fpirit  of  ceconomy,  or  lefs  apprehenfion 
of  danger,  has  forced  them  to  fubmit  to  a  reduc- 
tion of  their  whole  European  force  in  Afia  to 
about  three  thoufand  men,  diflributed  in  their 
feveral  garrifons  thus, — at  the  Cape,  under  five 
hundred  -,  Java  under  one  thoufand  -,  Ceylon, 
about  five  hundred  ;  the  eaft  coail;  of  Hlndoftan 
and  Bengal,  two  hundred  and  fi<l:y  ;  the  Mala- 
bar coafl:,  about  two  hundred  •,  the  coafts  of  Su- 
matra, Malacca,  and  Siam,  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  ;  and  the  iflands  cT  Borneo,  Celebes, 
Tei  nante.  Timer,  &c  comprehending  the  Mo- 
lucca fpice-illandsof  Bandaand  Amboyna,  about 
four  hundred. 

P.  S.  One  of  the  European  fhips  under  the 
diredlion  of  Mr.  Bolts,  arrived  here  a  few  days 
ago  from  China.  She  brings  accounts,  that  an- 
other vefTel  W.1S  to  follow  }n  the  ccurfe  of  a  month; 
that  Mr.  Bolts  had  been  more  fuccefsful  in  his 
enterpiize  than  had  been  expected  •,  and  that 
Hyder  Ally  Cawn  had  ceded  to  the  Emperor  part 
of  Mangalore.  The  Portuguefe,  according  to 
the  report  of  this  (hip,  have  offered  a  territory 
to  his  Imperial  Majeity,  for  the  purpofe  of  build- 
ing a  town  ;  and  Mr.  Bolts  has  eftabliited  a  co- 
lony at  Rio  de  li  Goa,  on  the  eafl:  coaft  of  Africa, 
not  far  from  the  uiolt  eafterly  Dutch  fettlement 
in  that  quarter  of  the  world  :  but  he  is  to  remain 

ill 
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in  India  for  fome  time  longer,  and  then  to  re- 
turn to  Europe  by  Suez,  Jh'our  of  the  Englifh 
Company's  (hips  were  to  have  failed  the  firll:  of 
January.  It  is  added,  that  all  the  trading  man- 
darins in  Canton  had  becor.i.e  bankrupts,  where- 
by many  Europeans  would  be  great  fufferers. 
This  laft  article  of  intelligence,  as  I  conceive,  is 
a  political  manoeuvre  of  the  Chinefe,  previous  to 
their  fufpcniion  of  all  European  commerce. 


LETTER    XXV. 

To  J.  M Efqv  London. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  1 6th  April  y  1 7  79. 

THIS  is  likely  to  be  the  laft  letter  which  you 
will  receive  from  me  before  I  get  to  India. 
A  Dutch  Mercury  (a  prodigy  ! )  hath  underta- 
ken, for  the  price  of  about  fifty  pounds,  to  tran- 
fport  me  hence  •,  if  wifties  could  add  velocity  to 
the  flight  of  that  mefTenger,  my  pafTage  would 
be  a  quick  one.  I  am  to  embark  in  the  fhip 
Mercure,  Captain  Duhne,  on  the  25th  inftant, 
for  Neganatnam,  on  the  Coromandel  coaft. — I 
have  promifed  a  female  relation  in  France,  a 
particular  account  of  my  obfervations  in  this 
country  :  She  has  a  genius  and  underftanding, 
which  education  and  a  love  of  reading  have  im- 
proved above  the  generality  of  either  fex.  I 
fhall  mingle  defcription  with  politics  ^  and  a  co- 
py of  what  1  am  to  write  for  her  entertainment, 

wili 
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will  carry  on  this  narrative  as  far  as  it   relates  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

I  am  this  inflant  returned  from  accompanying 
and  taking  leave  of  Mr.  Daniel  Harwell -f,  who 
had  been  captured  in  the  fhip  Ofterly,  and  is 
now  embarked  as  paHenger  in  one  of  the  Dutch 
company's  fiiips  for  Holland.  I  never  part  with 
an  acquaintance,  without  feeling  the  impreflion 
of  focial  love,  tinftured  with  melancholy,  for  feme 
time  after. — With  the  iire  pepuUar  to  a  kindred 
climate,  this  young  gentleman  pofleffes  a  large 
portion  of  good  fenfe,  ftrength  of  rnemory,  dif- 
cernment,  and  political  addrefs  \  and  I  doubt 
not,  from  my  obfervations  on  his  charafler,  that 
■with  all  his  natural  warmth  of  conftitution  and 
youthful  propenfities,  he  is  a  friend  to  truth,  to 
candour,  and  to  honour.  He  lived  in  the  fame 
houfe  with  me  fince  the  fecond  of  March  ;  and  I 
believe,  that  had  we  been  longer  together,  I 
fhould  have  reaped  advantages  from  many  (cn- 
lible  and  jucficious  remarks  in  his  converfatiqn, 
although  he  has  fome  flights,  and  a  forwardnels 
jn  his  deportment.  I  wrote  to  you  by  him,  mere- 
ly to  make  you  acquainted  with  each  other. — He 
was  fond  of  reading,  and  digerted  what  he  did 
read — He  furniflied  me  with  the  means  of  peiuf- 
ing  a  work^  which  bethought  dry  and  iniipd.-— 
It  is  a  work  of  great  labour  and  ingenuity  ;  I 
had  heard  of  it,  and  anxioufly  defired  to  fee  it, 
becauf^.  it  treated  of  fuch  commercial  and  poli- 
tical matters  as  have  long  furnifhed  a  fubjccfl  of 
fpeculation  in  my  folitude — -Thus  have  I,   acci- 

■f-  This  young    gei^tlemin  was  drowned  oa  the  coaft  of  Zealand, 
yhpc  the   (hip   wa^*  v/recked. 
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dentally,  had  an  opportunity  of  curforily  read- 
ing the  laft  and  greateft  work  that  hath  yet  ap- 
peared on  the  public  itage,  from  the  inimitable 
pen  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  "  On  the  nature  and 
**  caufe  of  the  wealth  of  nations,"— ^It  is  a  fpe- 
cies  of  vanity  to  fay,  that  1  admire  his  difquifi- 
tions  i  and  that  they  difcovcc  throughout^  new 
and  jull:  ideas,  which  enlighten  the  minds  of  his 
readers,  even  fo  far  as  to  arm  them  with  argu- 
ments in  oppofition  to  his  own  \  and  which,  moil 
probably,  would  not  have  been  conceived;  had 
not  his  fuperior  genius  ftruck  out  new  lights  to 
enlarge  the  mind,  give  fcope  to  the  imagination, 
and  draw  afide  the  veil  which,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  time,  had  obfcured  the  objedls  of  which 
he  has  treated. — It  is  a  performance  that  every 
ftatefman  and  legiflator  fhould  ftudyand  digeft. — 
Yet  I  have  prelumed  to  differ  in  opinion,  in  a 
few  inftances,  from  that  great  fource  of  know- 
ledge. I  have  done  it  with  refpeftful  deference  ; 
and  I  fubmit  my  crude  obfervations  to  your  cri- 
ticifm  :  hut  remember,  that  1  do  it  to  a  frieild, 
and  not  to  a  critic-f-. 

Although  I  would  not  venture  my  perfon  to 
the  uncertain  chance  of  a  paflage  to  India  by  the 
route  of  Bitavia,  I  committed,  under  Dutch 
colours,  three  feveral  letters  to  the  G —  G —  in 

Bengal,  and  to  Mr.  S — • —  S -,  a  gentleman 

of  polite  education,  abilities,  and  public  confi- 
dence in  Madras,  with  fuch  informations  as  my 
peregrinations  amongft  the  French,  Dutch,  and 
Danes,  furnifhed  to  my  refearches.     In  my  letter 

•f-  The  obfervatioas  are  in  the  Appendix  B. 

to 
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^o  Mr.  H gs,  I  was  particular  in  the  defcrip- 

tion  of  the  late  naval  engagement  between  the 
Squadrons  under  Sir  Edward  Vernon  and  the 
Chevalier  Tronjolly,  of  which  1  was  a  near  and 
anxious  fpedtator. — i  reprefented  the  very  dan- 
gerous intercourfe  which  had  been  carried  on  be- 
tween the  Engliih  prefidencies  and  the  French 
governors  in  Hindoftan  •,  the  preient  ftate  and 
torceof  the  French  iflands,  with  the  oppreflions 
exercifed  by  governor  de  la  Brillane  •,  the  political 
neceffity  of  conquering  them,  and  the  eafieft 
mode  of  efredlirig  it,  with  manifeft  advantages 
to  the  inhabitants  and  the  Britifh  company  and 
nation  ;  the  views  of  France  in  India,  and  on 
the  ifland  Mombaze,  on  the  eaft  coaft  of  Africa  ; 
the  exultations  of  the  l^-ench,  both  in  Pondi- 
cherry  and  tlje  iflands,  at  the  efcape  of  gover- 
nor Chevalier  from  Chandernagore,  in  whom 
the  government  of  France  refted  their  dependence 
for  political  information  and  addrefs,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  planning  and  executing  their  defigns  in 
India;  and  took  the  liberty  of  pointing  out  the 
dangerous  con (equences  of  fuffering  either  M. 
Chevalier  or  M.  Bellecombe  to  repair  to  France, 
as  the  reputation  of  M.  Bellecombe  was  as  diftin- 
fiuifhed  in  arrns  as  M.  Chevalier  was  in  politics. 

Being  heartily  wearied  with  writing,  inflead  of 
communicating  various  matters  which  have  oc- 
curred fince  my  arrival  here,  1  refer  to  the  ac- 
companying papers,  N°  i  to  7 — comprehending 
copies  of  letters  to  London,  to  the  Hague,  to 
prance,  to  Madras,  and  to  Bengal ;  their  chief 
entertainment  will  be  the  intereft  which  you  may 
Jiave  in  what  concerns  me,  and  tlie  new  ideas 

V  which, 
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which  many  circuniftir.ces  will  convey  to  your 
patriotic  mind,  concerning  national  affairs.  At 
any  rate,  they  may  ferve  as  memorandums  to 
myfelf,  if  ever  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  return 
to  Europe  ;  but  let  me  entreat  you  not  to  com- 
municate rny  letters,  unlefs  partially,  and  under 
the  facred  feal  of  confidence.  This,  however, 
having  been  originally  underftood,  it  is  unjuft 
to  furmife  the  contrary,  and 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER  XXVI. 

Mrs. ,  France. 

Afttty  Feninjuhy  of  Indojlaity  Negapatnantf 

li^Julyy  1779^ 

MY   DEAR  MADAM, 

IN  fix  letters,  if  fortune  has  granted  them  a 
fafe  conveyance  to  your  fair  hands,  you  have 
had  an  unpleafant  narrative  of  my  peregrinations, 
from  the  time  of  our  parting  until  the  latter  end 
of  January,  when  I  arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  During  my  long  refidence  among  the 
formal  and  dull  inhabitants  of  that  place,  nothing 
occurred  which,  to  your  delicate  tafte  and  fpright- 
ly  imagination,  could  have  been  matter  of  enter- 
tainment. In  that  unfocial,  inhofpitable,  boorifh, 
and  mercenary  community,  where  every  thing 
in  human  form  feems  to  be  moved  mechani- 
ally  by  fprings  and  pendulums,  there  is  an 
uninterefting  famenefs,  a  tedious  uniformity, 
barren  of  all  incident  and  anecdote  j  and  therefore 

not 
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not  very  likely  to  fupply  materials  for  the  amufe- 
ment  of  leifure,  by  fuch  relations  as  might  eafily 
fwell  a  letter  from  London  or  Paris,  or  moft  other 
great  towns  in  Europe. 

But  though  the  unvaried  courfe  of  life,  and 
inanimated  manners  of  the  Dutch,  afforded  not 
matter  for  a  feries  of  letters  from  the  Cape;  when 
I  take  a  retrofptdive  view  of  that  fcene,  and  con- 
(ider  it  as  one  obje6t,  it  yields  fcope  for  various 
obfervatlons,  which  you  may  think  not  uninte- 
rcrtiing.  The  Mynheers  and  Hottentots,  together 
^vith  the  delightful  country  they  pofTefs,  fhall 
therefore,  if  I  can,  contribute  one  letter  at  lead: 
to  your  amufement;  which,  by  the  way,  when  I 
write  to  you.  Madam,  is  not  the  only  objedl  I 
have  in  view.  I  know  you  are  capable  of  making 
improvements  on  my  obfervations,  and  of  reiied- 
ing;  knowledge  on  the  author  of  your  information. 
It  will  be  the  higheft  fatisfadion  to  me,  to  be  the 
inftrument  of  enlarging,  in  any  degree,  your 
knowledge  of  remote  countries,  and  of  the  vari- 
ous purfuits  of  mankind:  objeds  which,  I  know 
engage  much  of  your  attention-,  though  thefenfi- 
bihty  of  yournatiue,  to  the  fortune  of  your  fel- 
low creatures,  renders  accounts  of  human  cha- 
racflers,  conduft,  and  fate,  of  all  other  fubje(fls, 
to  you  the  moft  interefting.  And  laftly,  by  writ- 
ing to  you,  I  revive  in  my  breaft  thofe  pleafmg 
fentiments  which  your  prefence  always  infpired, 
and  which  abfence  has  not  diminifhed. 

I  embarked  at  the  Cape  on  board  of  a  Dutch 
fhip  bound  for  India,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th 
of  April,  without  regret,  without  any  involun- 
tary iigh,  or  even  the  fecret  application  of  an 

onion 
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onion   to  -force  diflembled  tears.      In  the  (hip  I 
found  every  thing  cle^n   and   neat,    and   plenty 
uithout  extravagance  or  wafte.    The  captain  an4 
officers    (upported   command   by  rule,    without 
blufter  or  affected  dignity  \  and  by  the  fame  law, 
a  reipedable  deportment  towards  each  other  was 
preferved    according    to    rank.      Their   mutual 
compliments,  though  neither  high  nor  frequent, 
were  witliout  grin  or  grimace,  plain  andf  iincere. 
Mad  I  been  immured  in  a  Carthufian   friary,  I 
could  not  have  been  fubje6led  to  greater  filence, 
than  that  to  which  I  voluntarily  fqbmitted  in  this 
floating  manfion,  without  murmuring.     My  in- 
teliines  were  pretty  well  foufcd,  as  every  morfel 
I  ate  was  prepared  with  vinegar.     Such  was  the 
iiardncfs  of  the  bifcqjt,   that  I  muft  have  fared 
hard,  if  I  had  not  been  fortunately  blefled  with 
good  teeth,     But  compare,   my  friend,  this  ac- 
count with  my  defciiptions  of  the  Briflbn,  Pin- 
tade,  and   Favori,  and   then    judge,    whether   I 
fhould  not  have  re  if  jn  to  prefer  twelve  months 
imprifonment  in  a  fhip  of  Mynheers   to  a  con-^ 
finement  of   as  many   days  wit|i  the  Monfieurs 
at  fea. 

I  fhall  forbear  to  defcribe  the  ftrong,  athletic, 
clean  forms  of  the  uncivilized,  but  not  favagc, 
natives  of  the  Niccabar  iilands,  whom  I  faw  with 
my  e}es-,  or  the  elegant  figures,  beautv,  and  gal- 
lantry of  the  fair  dames  of  Mauritius  and  Bour- 
bon, of  whom  rhe  tyranny  of  M.  de  Brillane 
forced  me  to  judge  chiefly  by  report.  1  haflea 
to  entertain  you  with  the  defcription  of  a  place 
where  the  foil  is  capable  of  yielding  all  the  ne- 
c^flaries,  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life  j  where 

the 
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the  climate  and  air  favour  not  only  the  vital 
functions,  but  compofe  the  foul,  and  infpire  a 
kind  of  chearful  ferenity. 

Is  it  then  in  the  power  of  phyfical  caufes  to 
give  happinefs  ?  Methinks  I  hear  my  fair  relation 
reply,  And  can  paradife,  which  was  loft  by  our 
firft  anceftors,  be  in  reality  regained  by  refiding 
in  any  part  of  this  globe?  Undoubtedly  I  fhouid 
not  be  happy  in  a,  folitary  ftate,  even  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope;  but  this  I  will  affirm,  after  due 
refiedion,  that  with  the  friends  of  my  heart,  I 
could  be  contented  to  fit  down  there  for  life. 

The  eftablifhment  which  the  Dutch  Eaft  India 
company  have  made  on  cither  fide  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  the  extreme  fouthern  point  of  that 
great  continent  which  comprehends  Europe,  A  fia, 
and  Africa,  extend,  accordh  g  to  computation, 
450  miles  eaft  ward  and  weft  ward,  and  2  30  towards 
the  north.  To  the  honour  of  the  Belgian  race, 
let  it  be  faid,  that  fince  firft  they  atchieved  their 
independence  by  adions  the  moft  heroic,  and  per- 
feverance  the  moft  wonderful  in  the  annals  of  the 
world',  they  for  once,  regulated  their  public  condud 
by  the  laws  of  juftice:  for  the  territory  in  which 
they  planted  the  colony  of  which  I  now  write, 
they  acquired  by  fair  purchafe,  without  fraud, 
without  treachery,  aflalTmation,  or  opprefilon. 
At  the  fame  time  it  ought,  in  truth,  to'be  remem- 
bered, that  this  fingle  inftance  of  the  equity  of 
the  United  Provinces  prevailing  over  the  paftion 
of  avarice,  is  owing  not  to  the  virtue  of  the  com- 
munity fo  much  as  to  that  of  an  individual,  Mr. 
Van  Riebeck,  a  furgeon,  who  exercifed  a  power 
'iji'iiich  devolved  into  his  hands  by  chance,  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  his  confcience,  in  purchafing  with 
baubles,  'an  unlimited  poffeffion  in  a  temperate 
climate,  at  a  price  below  4,000!.  fterling.  Thus 
having  fo  advantageous  a  bargain,  the  Dutch 
dared,  for  once,  to  ofl'end  againft  their  nature, 
and  be  juft. 

In  this  extendve  domain,  the  power  of  kind 
nature  forcing  its  way  in  fpite  of  the  oppreffive 
genius  of  an  exclufive  company,  the  population 
amounts  nearly  to  17,000,  of  fair  European  de- 
fcent,  and  about  30,000  flaves,  Africans  and 
Afiatics.  The  Aborigines  of  the  country,  who" 
are  called  Hottefitors,  and  who  are  of  a  mild  and 
tractable  difpofition,  have  been  eafily  reduced  to 
the  Condition  of  obedient  fubjefts.  They  are  a 
quiet  and  inolfenlive  people,  ufefulto  the  Dutch 
in  many  refpei5ls,  particularly  in  the  management 
of  flocks  and  herds  of  cattle.  They  have  been 
very  much  mifreprefented  in  Europe:  and  it  is 
furprifing  that  the  fi6lions  which  have  been  pro- 
pagated concerning  them,  fbould  fo  long  have 
gained  credit  in  the  world.  It  is  not  true  that 
they  are  in  the  praftice  of  eating  raw  fltfh,  or 
that  they  entwine  their  bodies  with  the  entrails  of 
cattle.  They  prepare  their  food  with  fire;  and 
their  cloathing  confifts  of  a  drefled  hide,  which 
is  tied  like  a  collar  round  the  neck,  hangs  down 
over  the  fhoulders  near  to  the  ground,  and  is 
broad,  that  it  may  be  wrapt  round  the  fore-part 
of  the  body:  befides  this  they  wear  another  co- 
vering of  (kin  round  the  loins,  which  reaches 
half  way  down  the  thighs.  Sometimes  they  have 
a  cap  for  the  head  and  fhoes  for  the  feet  of  the 
fame  materials.     Their   fhoes  are  formed  of  a 

piece 
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piece  of  hide^  drawn  clofely  about  the  foot  with 
thongs  of  the  fame.  Inftead  of  the  j-ich  oils  ufed 
as  ointment  by  the  Afiatics  and  fome  African  na- 
tions, the  Hottentots  anoint  their  bodies  with  the 
fat  of  cattle -f, — All  nations  in  the  world,  not  Eu- 
ropean or  of  European  delcent,  ufe  ointment  of 
fbme  kind  or  other  as  a  prefervative  from  the 
colds  of  winter,  and  a  repellent  of  the  heats  of 
fiimmcr.  Even  Etiropeans  anointed  themfelves 
in  former  times.     The  Mufcovites  do  fo  ililJ, 

The  Hottentots  having  few  conveniences  for 
bathins,  and  livingr  in  a  climate  where  tliev  are 
Very  frequently  involved  in  clouds  of  dtift,  have 
acquired  habits  of  dirtinefs ;  but  their  fkins, 
when  wafned,  are  clear,  though  fallotv.  They 
are  iri  general  low  of  ftature.  Their  features 
have  a  famenefs  in  them,  and  are  very  hard. 
Their  foreheads  are  prominent,  their  cheek- 
bones hit^h,  their  eyes  funk  in  their  heads,  and 
dull,  their  nofes  flat,  their  lips  thick,  their  hair 
black  and  woolly. 

There  is  a  draggling  nation  of  Hottentots,  in 
very  inland  parts  of  the  country,-  who  are  mere 
favages,  having  neither  flocks  nor  herds,  houfes, 
huts,  rii;r  fettled  refidence.  Thefe  favages  live 
by  prey,  and  their  abodes  are  caves,  rocks,  and 
trees.  They  ufe  very  little  cloathing  :  fome 
maintain  that  they  iire  cannibals  ;  but  of  this  I 
cannot  afHrm  any  thing  with  certaiiaty.  They 
are  untameable,  and  unmanageable  by  any  ftieans 

■f"  The  f;rcat  T^rd  Bacon',  woo  was  not  an  Hottentot,  prefcribes 
anointing  with  oil  or  butter,  as  tmrans  of  prolottging  h^uman  life.— Dc 
^rbloD^tioBC   vit<:. 
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that  have  yet  been  tried;  They  refufe  to  con- 
verie,  as  other  uncivilifed  nations  readily  do,  by 
natural  figns  ;  and  fcarcely  deferve  to  be  ranked 
among  the  human  fpecies.  They  are,  happiiy, 
very  few  in  number,  and  are  feldom  to  be  (eea 
in  day^light.  They  make  their  depredations  ia 
the  night,    like  fo  many  wolves  and  tygers. 

It  is  evident  that  the  Dutch  fettlements  at  the 
Cape,  altliough  they  would  appear  in  moft  parts 
of  the  world  extremely  profperous,  are  yet  by 
no  means  in  fo  flourifhing  a  (late  as  they  would 
have  been,  if  they  had  not  groaned  under  the 
heavy  hand  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  who  have 
been  ftudious  to  difcourage  population,  to  crufli 
the  fettlers,  and  to  counteraft,  as  much  as  pof- 
iible,  the  natural  operation  of  a  genial  foil  to  en- 
rich its  pofTefTors.  From  what  the  colonifts 
have  done,  even  under  the  difcouragement  of  a 
jealous  and  unjiift  government,  we  may  imagine 
what  they  would  have  accomplifhed  in  more  for- 
tunate circumftances  !  What  would  have  been 
the  glorious  effeds  of  Dutch  perfeverance,  ani- 
mated by  the  free  fpirit  of  a  Republic  !  The 
objefts  of  monopolies  are  ever  oppofite  to  the 
general  profperity  of  the  nations  to  which  they 
belong.  Their  plans  are  not  founded  on  the  com- 
prehenfive  views  of  found  policy,  in  which  the 
chief  ingredient  is  juftice,  but  on  partial  and 
narrow  principles  of  felfifhnefs,  wholly  incom- 
patible with  the  public  welfare.  The  Dutch 
Eaft  India  Company  adopted  the  plan  of  an  efta- 
blifhment  on  the  fouthern  point  of  Africa,  for 
no  other  purpofe  than  that  it  might  ferve  as  a 
place   of  rc'frelhment  to  their  ihipping  in  their 

Afiatic 
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Afiatic  commerc''e.  This  end  they  have  conftant- 
ly  kept  in  view.  The  improvement  of  their  ter- 
ritories in  that  part  of  the  wdrld  is  not  their  ob- 
ject. Their  policy  difcourages  improvements  in 
this  fettlemCnt.  Wei  e  the  Dutch  domain  about  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  improved  and  peopled  to 
thatdegree  of  culture  and  population  of  which  it 
is  fufceptible,  the  Eaft  Jndia  Company  well 
know  they  would  have  reafon  to  tremble  left  their 
fovereignty  over  it  fhould  not  be  of  long  conti- 
nuance. 

The  Cape  has  of  late  years  become  an  impor- 
tant objedt  to  the  Company  in  another  view  ; 
fince  the  decline  of  their  profits^  by  the  uncom- 
mon charges  which  have  fupported  their  ufurpa- 
tions,  and  their  ambition,  the  diredlors  have 
made  it  a  blind  to  amufe  the  deluded  proprietors, 
and  credulous  public^  with  falfe  ideas  of  folid 
ftock  ahd  gain. 

This  country  is  capable  of  being  made,  by 
the  fimpleft  means,  a  populous,  commercial  co- 
lony.    Its  pure  and  temperate  climate  is  favour- 
able to  health,  longevity,  and   population.     Its 
foil,    though  not  apparently  rich,  is,  from  the 
genial  temperature  of  the  air,  and  alternate  dews 
and  fun-/hine,  fo  kindly  vegetative,  that  it  nou- 
rifhes  with  little  culture,  and  almoft  fpontaneouf- 
ly,  whatever  the  hufbandman,  the  botanift,  the 
florift  chufes  to  commit  to  its  bofom.     Thus  it 
is  calculated  to  produce  whatever  is  requifite  to 
the  encreafe  of  flocks,  horfes,  and  cattle  ^  and  at 
the  fame  time   to  yield    whatever  is  neceflary  to 
the  comfortable   fubfiftence  of  the  human  fpe- 
cies. 

Th©' 
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The  firft  appearance  of  the  face  of  the  country, 
as  well  as  of  the  foil,  is  unpromifing.  The  rich- 
eft  fpots  and  vales  are  mixed,  and  fometimes  fur- 
rounded,  by  mountains  and  findy  deferts.  But 
the  even  vallies,  the  gravelly  foil,  and  the 
abounding  droves  of  horned  cattle  and  horfes, 
render  the  communication  bctv^^een  one  place 
a-id  another  neither  difficult  nor  expenfive.  The 
country  being  thus  variegated,  and  formed  by 
the  hand  of  nature  into  f^rparatediftrids,  isriorc 
delightful  than  if  it  had  been  an  immenfe  plain 
bounded  only  by  the  ocean.  Mankind  are  na- 
turally more  attached  to  the  places  of  their  nati- 
vity or  habitation,  when  they  are  lituated 
flmidft  deferts,  and  hills,  and  in  fequeftered  vales, 
than  when  they  lie  in  great  cities  or  populous 
campaigns.  The  field  or  the  grove  in  which 
their  father's  flock  alone  fed,  and  to  which  his 
family  alone  reforted,  are  embraced  by  the  mind, 
after  long  abfence  and  buftling  in  the  world, 
with  a  warm  attachment :  and  the  fcenes  of  their 
earlieft  and  moft  innocent  life,  awaken  many  aa 
idea  compofcd  of  tendernefs  and  pain.  This 
love  of  native  foil  is  not  fo  ardent  in  thofe  who 
have  lived  all  their  lives  in  great  towns,  or  in 
thofe  flat  expanfes  fwarming  with  inhabitants, 
where  every  fcene  is  common  to  thoufands,  and 
where  no  natural  boundaries  mark  out  the  pecu- 
liar haunt,  the  mountain,  the  vale,  the  river, 
the  wood,  or  the  marfh,  facred  to  the  rural 
owner,  and  his  kindred  and  domeftics. 

It  is  from  this  principle,  1  apprehend,  that 
perfons  who  die  at  a  diftance  from  their  native 
village ;  or,  it    in  higher  life,  from  their  native 
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villa,  who  have  lived,  perhaps,  more  than  half 
the  yx:ir  in  Paris  or  London,  when  they  feel 
themfelves  drawing  nigh  to  their  latter  end,  re- 
qucft  their  furviving  friends  to  convey  their 
bones  to  the  country  church -yard,  the  depofi- 
tory  of  their  forefathers,  rather  than  the  proudeft 
maufoleum  that  the  vanity  of  their  friends  might 
ered  for  them  in  the  city. — But  I  return  from 
this  melancholy,  but  not  unpleafing  digreflion, 
to  the  fouthern  promontory  of  Africa. 

The  greateft  want  of  this  country  is  that  of 
timber  for  building,  and  even  for  fuel.  The 
navigable  rivers  are  feparated  from  each  other  by 
great  diftances  :  but  canals  are  more  pradicable 
here  than  in  the  low  countries  of  Europe.  The 
eaft  fide  of  the  promontory,  and  the  inland 
parts,  arc  the  richeft,  and  capable  of  the  higheft 
cultivation.  The  two  principal  parts,  I  mean 
with  regard  to  adlual  commerce,  are  Table  Bay 
and  Falfe  Bay,  which  are  always  fafe  ;  fo  form- 
ed and  fheltered,  as  alternately  to  yield  fecurity 
againft  the  two  prevailing  winds  which  are  pccu- 
jiar  to  that  meridian.  There  are  otlier  bays 
very  fit  for  navigation  ;  but  the  policy  of  the 
chartered  fovereigns,  thi;  Eaft  India  company,has 
drawn  a  veil  over  the  true  knowledge  of  them. , 
The  fame  jealoufy  which  hides  the  knowledge  of 
nhe  ports  to  which  I  allude,  prohibits  the  inha- 
bitants from  tranfporting,  on  any  pretext,  their 
produce  andefFecfls  to  the  principal  towns,  coaft- 
wife  by  water. 

The  excellent  wines  of  the  Cape,  if  encouraged 
and  improved,  would  yield  to  none  in  tafte,  fla- 
vour, or  delicacy,  and  without  being  either  fo 

fiery. 
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^cry,    or  fa  liable   to   fermentation,    would  be 
found  to  poflefs  all  the  Talutary  qualities  of  either 
old  Khenifh  or  Madeira.     Its  grains  are  not  m- 
feiior  to  thofe  of  Stcily.     Aloes  (ucotra,  myrtle- 
wax,  lalt,  and  paints,  it  is  capable  of  furnifhing 
in  profufion  ;  as  alfo  indigo,  cotton,  and  tobacco. 
It  may  be  made  a  rtaple  of  a  valuable  flave-trade, 
■vvhale  oil,    ivory,  and  oflrich-feathers.     Jt  con- 
tains virgin  copper  and  copper  ore,  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  foil  in  many  places  indicates  the 
poflefTion  of   the  precious  metals,      Thefe  and 
other  articles  might  be  the  fubjed  of  an  exten- 
five  trade  to  India,  America, and  Europe-,  and  con- 
tribute as  well  to  improve  the  exportsof  a  gener- 
ous parent  flatc,  in   manufadtures  from  the  raw 
materials,  as  to  favour,  in  the   moft  important 
jnftances,  the  balance  of  trade,  efpecially  with 
France  and  Portugal. 

The  Dutch  Eait  India  Company  reftrains  the 
diOrovcry  of   mines,  from  principles  of  policy, 
and  from  the  ftme   motives  which   induce  them 
to  check  the  improvement  of  the  country.  They 
know,  in  the  firft  place,  that  if  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Cape  were  fufrered  to  improve  to  the  ut- 
moft  thole  advantag.-;s  which  are  held  up  to  them 
in  fo  great  abundance  by  the   bountiful   hand  of 
exuber.mt  nature,  that  country  would  foon  be- 
come too  populous  and  pov.'erful  to  remain  under 
the  opprelTive  dominion  of  a  chartered  fociety  of 
merchants  :  and  in  the  fecond  place,  that  fince  it 
is  not  in  their  power  to  fecure  fo  extenftvc  a  coaft 
and  country  from  invafion,  the  greatcft  fecurity 
confifts  in  not  allowing  it  to  become  an  objcdl  of 
temptation.     Yet,  under  a  defpotic  government, 
K  2  oppreflivc 
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opprefTive  and  jealous  of  irfiprovements,  wholly 
reftrained  from  mariufa(5tures  and  commerce,  and 
even  from  many  branches  of  agriculture,  the 
people  have  increafed  prodigioufly  •,  and  douht- 
lefs  the  population  would  be  ftill  greater,  did 
not  their  Afiatic  efcablirhments  feduce  many 
young  men  from  the  moil  falubrious  to  the  moft 
mortal  climates. 

Families  in  this  place  generally  confift  of  from 
feven  to  leventeen  children,  and  fome  from  eigh- 
teen to  twenty  (tven.  From  the  want  of  inter- 
courfe  with  ftrangers,  they  are  all  allied  together 
by  intermarriages  ;  without  feeling,  however, 
for  each  other  any  kindred  affedlion,  and  even 
without  that  fympathy  and  fellowfhip  which  pre- 
vail in  other  countries  among  neighbours. 

Their  perfons  are  above  the  common  ftature, 
the  men  being  generally  above  fix  feet  in  height, 
and  the  women  tall  in  proportion.  The  unmar- 
ried women  are  fine  figures,  and  have  remarka- 
bly good  complexions :  but  foon  after  marriage 
they  become  corpulent,  and  all  their  beauty,  af- 
ter they  have  once  entered  into  that  holy  ftate, 
quickly  vanifhes  away.  The  females  appear  to 
be  more  numerous  than  the  other  fex.  1  com- 
pute, that  at  leaft  five-fixth  parts  of  the  whole 
number  of  European  defcent  (feventeen  thoufand) 
are  females  and  male  children  under  manhood. 
About  one-fourth  part  of  thofe  who  are  defcend- 
ed  from  Europeans,  refide  at  Cape  town,  and 
about  two  fifths  of  all  the  flaves. 

The  people  of  this  place  are  lefs  the  defcend- 
ants  of  the  Dutch  than  of  emigrants  from  France, 
(after  the  revocation  of  the  edidt  of  Nantz)  from 

all 
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all  the  Proteftant  eftates  In  Germany,  and  from 
the  Auftrlan  Netherlands. 

Notwithftanding  all  that  has  been  faid  of  thi 
political  wifdom  of  the  Dutch,  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  that  their  Eaft  India  Company  have  for 
fome  time  been  purfuing  rneafures  which  favour 
rather  of  low  cunning  and  treachery  than  of 
found  policy.  They  feem  to  have  been  led  into 
thofe  rneafures  partly  by  prolperity,  and  confe- 
quently  ambition  •,  but  principally  by  that  unin- 
terrupted peace  which  the  United  Provinces  have 
enjoyed  in  Europe  for  thirty  two  years  •,  during 
which  time,  for  the  fake  of  immediate  gain, 
they  have  been  conftantly  ftimulating  hoftilities 
between  their  neighbours  and  allies.  Had  the 
Company,  or  rather  the  States  General,  encou- 
raged their  fettlement  at  the  Cape,  by  inviting 
the  fettlers  to  avail  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  of 
its  fertility  and  extent,  it  would  have  been  in  a 
condition  to  furnifh  thofe  neceffary  fupplies  of 
men  for  the  fecurity  of  their  Afiatic  eftablifh- 
ments,  of  which  fupplies,  the  approach  of  a 
general  war  in  Europe  threatens  wholly  to  de- 
prive them.  It  is  certain,  that  recruits  for  the 
Dutch  fettlements  in  Afia,  have  long  been  chief- 
ly drawn  from  thofe  unhappy  emigrants,  who 
having  fled  from  the  poverty  and  defpotifm  of 
Germany,  are  annually  kidnapped  in  Holland. 
But  the  avenues  of  emigration  will  be  fhut  up  by 
war  ;  even  greater  fupplies  of  men  will  be  want- 
ed than  ever  by  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  •, 
and  thefe  the  depopulated  ftates  cannot  furnifh. 
It  has  been  computed,  by  the  moft  probable 
grounds,  that  from  twenty  {tvtn  to  thirty  fhips 
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carry  out  each  of  them,  on  an  average,  every 
year,  two  hundred  recruits  ;  and  that  of  the 
v/hole  number  annually  exported  in  all  thofe 
fhips,  iirty  never  live  to  return,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  their  terms,  to  Europe  :  and  farther,  that 
iliips  bound  to  Batavia  and  the  eaftern  fettlements 
carrying  out  double  cornplements  of  leamen  (their 
fingle  complements  being  a  fourth  part  greater 
than  ours)  have  returned  with  fcarcely  fuflBcient 
ftrength  to  work  their  iliips.  The  annual  mor- 
tality is  thus  reduced  to  10,000  able-bodied  Eu- 
ropeans at  the  leaft,  in  the  vigour  of  life.  What 
a  melancholy  deftruflion  of  the  human  race  ! 
Whence  is  this  necefiary  fupply  now  to,  come  ^ 
Ought  we  any  longer  to  be  aftonifhed,  that  the 
profits  of  the  company's  monopoly  of  fpices,  and 
other  articles  of  trade,  fliould  have  been  incom- 
petent to  the  charges  of  maintaining  and  protect- 
ing their  fettlements,  and  the  pompous  parade  of 
government  in  Batavia?  How  will  they  be  able 
to  maintain  their  ufarped  pofTcfrions  againil:  the 
opprefTed  natives  alone,  even  without  a  foreign 
enemy  in  Europe  to  call  forth  their  navy,  and  to 
oblige  them  to  garrifon  their  own,  and  the  bar- 
rier towns .? 

As  to  the  eftabli(hment  of  the  Cape,  it  might 
be  attacked  with  fuccefs  by  a  number  only  equal 
to  itsgarrilon,  of  four  hundred  or  five  hundred 
efFedivemen  in  the  open  fields:  fuch  is  the  po- 
iition  of  towns,  and  the  nature  of  the  fortificati- 
ons ill  that  country.  The  country  militia  lie 
tOQ  fcattered  to,  render  effedlual  fervice  :  and  I 
"will  hazard  an  opinion,  that  the  towns  people 
will  not  difcover  great  prowef^  againil:  any  ene- 
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my,  and  more  efpecially  againft  a  power,  under 
whofe  government  the  privileges  of  commerce 
and  agriculture  would  be  enlarged,  and  which, 
profeding  the  Proteftant  faith,  would  give  entire 
fatisfadtion  to  mothers,  wives,  and  daughters. 

The  Company  have  referved  fome  ground-rents 
on  country  plantations  and  town  fettlements  •, 
othersareheldunderakind  of  perpetual  tenure.  As 
there  is  no  exportation  but  from  Table  and  Falfe 
Bays,  wines,  grain,  and  fome  other  articles,  pay  du- 
ties upon  entering  the  towns.  There  is  a 
considerable  quantity  of  wheat  fhipp?d  annually 
by  the  Company  to  Batavia,  Ceylon,  and  Hol- 
land. Cattle  and  Iheep  for  the  ufe  of  flipping, 
are  provided  by  contiading  farmers,  who  pay  a 
duty  for  this  exclufive  privilege.  There  are  fe- 
veral  other  duties  of  export  and  import.  All 
thefe  taxes  ferve  to  defray  the  charges  of  govern- 
ment, which  are  indeed  moderate  :  But  the  ra- 
pacity and  undue  exaftions  of  the  governors, 
have  nearly  determined  the  people  to  revolt 
from  the  government  of  the  company,  and  to 
feek  redrefs  from  the  dates  General.  ^ 

The  chief  jufl-ice,  or  fifcal, unites  in  his  own  per- 
fon  the  three  diftincft  branches  of  government  ^ 
the  legiflative,  the  judicial,  and  the  exeutive. 
This  legiflator,  judge,  and  executioner,  with 
high  powers,  pofleffes  great  privileges  and  emo- 
luments :  he  can  impofe  and  levy  taxes  for  his 
own  ufe  •,  difpenfe  with  laws  -,  create  new  crimes  j 
compound  for  crimes  of  all  denominations  and 
complexions  ;  and,  in  general,  difpofe  as  he 
pleafes,  of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  whole 
people.  It  is  true,  there  is  a  kind  of  controuling 

power. 
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power,   paramount  to   this   high-privileged  per- 

ibn  ;  but  woe  to  him  who  dares  to  appeal  to  that 

tribunal. 

Moft  families  manufacflure  their  own  leather, 
make  the  coass,  vefts,  breeches,  ftockings,  fliirts^ 
and  Hioes  of  the  men  ;  and  the  facques,  gowns, 
petticoats,  (hifts,  {lockings,  caps,  fhoes,  &c.  &c. 
of  the  ladies,  together  with  mod  articles  of 
houfViOld  furtiiture  :  fo  that  they  are  only  ob- 
liged to  import  from  Europe  and  Afia  the  grofs 
materials,  fuch  as  woollens,  and  cotton  draperies 
and  iilks,  and  a  few  of  the  fimpleft  articles  of 
conveniency,  and  ftill  fewer  of  luxury.  They 
require  few  tradefmen,  becaufe  all  mechanical 
fervices  are  for  the  moft  part  performed  at  home, 
as  of  old  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  by 
flaves.  The  fervant  who  waits  at  table,  is 
equally  dextrous  at  his  knitting  and  fewing-nee- 
dle,  fciffars,  cutting-knife,  awl,  the  axe,  the 
faw,  the  plane,  the  trowel,  and  the  painting- 
brulh. 

Their  ftreets  are  fpacious,  airy,  and  regular- 
ly laid  out  at  right  angles  ;  and  they  feem  to  have 
inherited  and  preferved  the  cleanlinefs  of  Haer- 
lem  and  Delft.  But  there  is  one  inconveniency 
■which  they  cannot  remedy  by  all  their  induftry: 
The  flrong  fqualls  of  wind  which  often  force 
themfelves  through  narrow  palTes  between  the 
furrounding  mountains,  raife  dull:  in  the  ftreets, 
in  troublefome  quantities,  in  fpite  of  the  fre- 
quent application  of  water  from  canals  and  occa- 
iional  gutters. 

1  know  nothpw  the  Hollanders  would  be  able 
to  carry  on  their  monopoly,  y.-irhout  the  feafon- 

able 
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able  rcfrefhments  of  the  Cape.  Its  vegetables, 
roots,  and  fruits  are  abundant,  cheap,  and  good  ; 
the. beef  and  mutton  ftill  more  fo.  In  truth,  I 
think  all  nations  trading  hither,  have  for  feme 
time  been  infinitely  obliged  to  the  Dutch  fettle- 
ment  in  that  corner,  as  it  may  literally  be  called, 
of  the  world,  notwithllanding  that  llrangers  ars 
ijnore  impoled  upon  here  than  in  any  ccuntrv  f 
know ;  for  neither  Madagafcar  nor  Johana  can 
furnifh  mutton,  or  garden  vegetables;  and  the 
very  wines  of  the  Cape  are  {o  reafonahle,  thac 
they  are  a  cheap  refrelhment  to  common  feamen. 
I  am  perfuaded  that  the  wines  there  of  the  fecond 
year,  are  more  mellow  than  thofe  of  Europe  and 
Madeira  would  be  in  five. 

Every  houfe-keeper,  the  governor  and  mem- 
bers of  council  excepted,  take  penfioners:  and  ft 
is  but  juftice  to  their  tables,  bed?,  and  linen,  to 
acknowledge,  that  they  are  all  good  andreafona- 
ble.  I  am  apt  to  imagine,  that  the  pradice  of 
taking  boarders  (for  that  is  what  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Cape  mean  by  taking  penfioners)  has  been 
handed  down  from  the  original  fettlers,  and  that 
the  principle  of  pride  has  in  this  manner  been  lul- 
led by  habit. — but  i  beg  pardon,  I  forgot  that 
the  nation  of  which  I  now  write,  worfhip  no  other 
idol  than  one,  and  that  is  intereft. 

Of  the  difcouragement  that  is  fhewn  to  ftran- 
gers  from  fettling  at  the  Cape,  I  need  mention  . 
only  one  inflance.  All  houfe-keepers  are  obliged 
to  account  every  evening  to  the  lord-fifcal,  for 
every  perfon  entertained  within  their  roof,  under 
pain  of  cenfure  and  a  forfeiture.  As  there  is  an 
outward  appearance  of  devotion  and  folemn  mo- 
rality, 
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rality,  in  the  countenances,  drefs,  gait,  and  con- 
verfationof  thefe  people,  I  was  willing  to  attribute 
this  extraordinary  regulation  to  one  or  other  of 
thefe  two  caufes.  1  imagined,  that  either  it  was 
intended  to  reftrain  a  certain  kind  of  frolickfome 
immorality  in  private,  or  to  fecure  (as  in  Amfter- 
dam)  the  pundual  payment  of  a  tax  (in  fcrupul- 
ous  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  cuftom)  on  a 
certain  licenfed  o^der  of  good-natured,  and  pub- 
lic-fpirited  damfels,  who  occafionally  adminifler 
to  the  entertainment  of  ftrangers.  But  I  found 
on  enquiry,  rhat  the  fpirit  of  this  law  had  for  its 
only  objed,  the  difcouragement  of  all  intercourfe 
with  ftrangers. 

As  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  has,  for  many 
years,  been  a  half-way  houfe  for  refrefliment, 
out  and  home,  penfioners  as  well  as  hofts  of  quick 
conceptions  and  fome  genius,  have  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  drawing  the  ftrangeft  medlc}  s  of 
charadlers,  and  of  remarking  the  various  effeds 
of  wealth  and  climate  on  the  paffions  and  manners 
of  men.  The  various  degreesof  rankjand  the  dif- 
ferent Rations  andcircumftances  of  perfons  travel- 
ling to  and  from  India,  have  furnifhed  ample  fcope 
for  obfervations  of  this  kind.  For  my  part,  all 
that  [  fnall  fay,  is,  that  my  fhort  and  anxious 
refiJenee  at  the  Cape  furnifhed  matter  for  reflec- 
tions, which  neither  attached  me  to  the  place  of 
my  deftination,  nor  prepoffsfled  me  in  favour 
of  the  morals,  genius,  or  wifdom  of  men,  who 
rnay  more  properly  be  denominated  its  fojourners 
ihan  its  inhabitants. 

I  have  often  thought,  and  now  I  am  convinced 
chat  in  order  to  humble  the  over-bearing  Dutch, 

and 
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and  to  reduce  their  mercantile  genius  within 
reafonablc  bounds  (as  well  as  thereby  to  fecure 
the  tranquillity  of  Europe}  they  muil  have  a  king, 
and  a  mixed  form  of  government,  like  England, 
even  if  their  government  fhou'd  be  extended  in  a 
fouth- well: ward  direcflion,  bv  encroachments  oil 
the  houle  of  Auftria.  For  thefe  encroachments  the 
Emreror,  I  think,  fhould  be  indemnified  by  t-lie 
recovery  to  his  family  of  Alface  and  Lorraine. 
Our  coufiti  of  Orange  is  a  fenfible,  dapper, 
princely  fsllnvv  ;  and  --h':^  pref^nr  amiable  princefs 
of  that  Houfe,  is  better  qualified  than  any  wo- 
man in  Europe,  one  excepted*,  to  give  lulire  raid 
dignity  to  fovereignty.  Britain,  b'ruflia,  RuP'  , 
and  the  other  proteftant  powers  of  the  ncrrh,  by 
a  firm  union  among  themfelves,  and  a  fa  -  ^-raif- 
pofirion  of  the  balance  cf  power,  are  cipable  of 
erecting  another  monarchy  in  Europe. — But 
hold!  this  is  downright  politics;  a  fuhj  6(51  proper 
for  the  difcufllon  only  of  minifters  of  flate;  ar.d 
my  prcfumptuous  trefpafiTes  on  this  dignifie  ! 
ground,  have  fcarcely  Jeft  room  for  me  to  fa), 
that  I  am  your*s,  &c.  &c. 


LETTER    XXVII. 

Xo J  Efqrs.  London. 

Calcutta i  \^':hSfpf.  ij'jg. 

EVER  fince  my  arrival  in  India,  1  have  defer- 
red writing  to  you  until  this  time,  becaufe 
I  wilhed  to  acquire  an  accurate  knowledge  of 

*  Tbc  Qiiero  of  Tngland. 

many 
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many  particulars  in  which  you  are  much  con- 
ceined»  and  this  was  to  be  gained  only  bv  a  refi- 
dence  for  feme  months  in  this  country.  Although 
I  cannot  yet  write  (o  much  to  your  fatistadlion  as 
1  wifh  to  do,  it  would  be  improper,  as  I  conceive, 
any  longer  to  delay  giving  you  an  account  of 
what  has  occurred  to  my  obfervation  iince  my 
arrival  in  this  famed  peninfulaj  where  1  landed, 
in  a  low  ftate  of  health,  at  Ncgapatnam,  on  the 
firft  of  July. 

The  unfettled,  and  in  truth  the  critical  ftate 
of  this  governmient,  appears  to  me  to  have 
fufpendtd,  for  fome  time,  all  the  rational  ex- 
ertions of  its  principal  members,  and  their 
moft  intimate  friends.  Hopes  and  fears,  anxieties 
and  doubts,  have  given  birth  to  meafures,  as 
lingular  in  their  nature  as  fome  of  them,  J  fear, 
will  be  injurious  in  their  confequences.  But  were 
the  diredors  inftruded  in  the  proper  remedies  for 
the  diforders  that  pervade  at  this  moment  the 
political  and  commercial  conftitution  of  the  com- 
pany in  India,  and  were  they  difpofed  to  iiften  to 
the  bcft  advice,  the  wifeft  counfels  and  the  beft 
difpofitions  would  be  of  no  avail.  While  the 
prefent  chief  governor,  wifh  two  votes  in  five, 
holds  the  chair  under  the  influence  of  black  fer- 
vants  and  a  foreign  lady,  the  orders  of  the  direc- 
tors will  continue  to  be  treated  with  avowed  con- 
tempt, and  the  treafures  of  the  Company  be  ap- 
propriated to  private  ufes.  The  reins  of  govern- 
ment are  held  in  Calcu  tta  -,  while  the  reprefen  tati ves 
of  the  proprietors,  afl^tmbled  inLeadenhall-ftreet 
are  confidcred  as  a  fet  of  blockheads,  afl'uming  a 
power  which  the  adual  pofleilion  of  the  blacks  has 

placed 
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placed  de  fa<5lo  in  other  hands.  It  is  not  impro- 
bable that  Mr.  H s's  great  familiarity  and 

clofe  connexion  with  Mr.  R — s,  the  governor 
of  Chinfura,  may  have  inftrucfted  him  in  the  im- 
perious fway  which  the  Dutch  company's  princi- 
pal agents  in  Batavia  exercife  over  their  confti- 
tuents  and  fellow-fervants,  as  well  as  their  unhi^p- 
py  dependents,  the  natives  of  their  fettlements 
in  Ada.  I  am  no  partizan  ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
came  to  this  country  ftrongly  prepofiefi'ed  in  fa- 
vour of  the  men,  whofe  meafures  are  too  public 
not  to  be  known,  and  too  unjuftifiable  to  admit 
ot  defence. 

The  cenfures  which  I  have  now  beftowed  with 
that  freedom  which  I  wi{h  ever  to  direft  my 
fentiments  and  adlions,  cannot  in  juftice  be  ex- 
tended to  all  the  Company's  fervants  without 
exception.  Amor.g  thefe  there  are  men  well  en- 
titled to   the  praife  of  both  ability    and  honour. 

Mr.  F s  and  Mr.  W r  undoubtedly  pof- 

fefs  fagacity  to  difcern,  and  virtue  to  purfue,  the 
true  interefls  of  their  conftituents,  and  of  the 
Knglifh  nation,  as  well  as  the  happinefs  of  the 
natives  of  Hlndoftan  ;  objeds  which  are  in  reality 
clofely  conneded  together,  and  which  could  ne. 
ver  have  been  feparated  but  by  a  policy  equally 
unfound  and  inhuman.  Nor  can  I  omit  to  men- 
tion, on  this  occafion,  Mr.  B — II,  a  gentleman 
of  eminent  talents  and  ftri(il  honour ;  though  he 
may  be  retrained,  in  fome  degrree,  from  oppof- 
ing  the  meafures  of  Mr.  H s,  by  an  engage- 
ment on  the  pi^rt  of  his  friends  in  England,  m  he»\ 
he  was  appointed  to  the  fourth  feat  in  the  fu- 
premc  council,      This  precaution  was  thcucht 

neccfiary. 


158  TRAVELS       IN 

necefTary,  r»s  Mr.  B — ll's  firmnefs  and  abilities 
were    the  only    formidabie    oppofition    to   Mr. 

H s's  mal  adminiftration  before  the  fupreme 

board  was  conftituted.  Indeed,  the  public  dif- 
ferences of  thLTe  gentlemen^  gave  birth,  as  dif- 
putes  of  this  kind  cominonly  do,  to  a  very  con- 
iiderable  degree  of  rDUtual  arimcnty. 

Various  caufes  have  occurred  to  incline    me, 
at  prefent,  to   return  to  England  as  fpeedily  as 
podible  ;  one  of  which  may  probably  appear  to 
be  the  effedl  of  vanity.     1  have  the  prefumpti- 
on  *o  imagine,  that  a  knov/ledge  of  mofl  coun- 
tries in    America   and  \  urope,  with  various  ex- 
perience, have  enabled  me  to  fliew  how  the  foil 
and  people  of  this  country  may  be  made  to  ex*' 
tend  ftill  farther  the  purfuits  of  commerce,  col  j- 
nization,  and  manufadlures  ^  by  which  the  Bri- 
tifh  government  would  acquire  a  prefent   fupply, 
as    well   as   a  permanent  revenue,  which  would 
open  a  fource  of  wealth  to  individuals,  and    at 
the  fame  time  confer  on  the  chartered  Company, 
ndvantages  equal  to  the  full  extent  of  their  an^bi- 
tion,     1  am  perfuaded,  that  m.y  ideas  concerning 
thefe  matters  are  of  a  different  nature  from  any 
ever  entertained  before  in  this  country  :  and    I 
imagine,  if  clearly  ftated,  they  would  draw  the 
attention  both  of  the  King's  minifters    and   the 
dlrefbors  of  the  Eaft  India  Company.      Thefe 
chjedts,  if  they  fliould  not  be  thought  cliimeri- 
cal,  will  doubtlefs  he  allowed  to   be  grand  and 
important.     I  w'ifh  to  open  io  fplendid  a  field  of 
improvement  in  India,  as  will  encreafe  the  wealth 

of 
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of  Britifh  fubjeds  individually,  and  relieve  the 
public  from  an  incumbrance  of  debt  which  muft 
otherwife  become  infupportable. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER     XXVni. 
To  J M ,  Efq.  London. 

CalcultOi  Sept.  20th,  1 7/9. 

SET  my  foot  on  the  peninfula  of  Hindoftan 
at  Negapatnam,  en  the  firft  of  July.  The 
papers  that  accompany  this,  will  give  you  an 
account  of  my  adventures  from  the  8th  of  No- 
vember, 1778,  when  I  wrote  lafl:,  to  my  arrival 
in  Calcutta  on  the  20th  of  Auguft.  Our  cor- 
refpondence,  my  friend,  has  fuffered  a  long  in- 
terruption, but  this  I  mean  to  make  up,  on  my 
part,  by  writing  to  you  regularly  twice  every 
week.  This  country  affords  an  ample  field  for 
obfervation,  and  yields  materials  for  fpeculation 
of  every  kind,  in  the  utmoft  abundance.  If  any 
of  my  refledions  fhould  be  thought  worthy  of 
their  attention  who  alone  can  carry  them  into  be- 
neficial confequences;  to  have  been  in  any  de- 
gree fubferrient  to  the  profperity  of  my  country, 
would  afford  a  full  recom pence  for  all  my  fuf- 
ferings  from  the  hour  in  which  I  embarked  at 
L'Orient  on  board  the  Briffon,  to  that  on  which 

I  landed 
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I  landed  on  the  Indian  (hore  at  Nagapatnam.  I 
am  ambitious,  I  confefs,  of  laying  feme  of  my 
thoughts  on  political  and  commercial  fubjeds, 
before  men  in  power  and  of  public  fpirit-,  being 
convinced,  that,  matured  by  their  judgment,  and 
digefted  into  feme  pradicable  plan,  they  would 
contribute  largely  to  the  glory  of  my  country 
and  the  happinefs  of  mankind.  But  with  regard 
to  this  matter,  I  fhall  be  directed  wholly  by  the 
advice  of  my  friends.  In  the  mean  time,  1  fhall 
amufe  my  leifure  by  indulging  a  turn,  on  which 
you  have  fo  often  rallied  me,  hoping  that  you  and 
our  excellent  friend  at  leaft,  will  perufe  my  fre- 
quent and  long  epiftles  not  without  fatisfacflion. 

Had  the  Englifli  Eaft-India  Company  known, 
and  fully  improved,  all  thole  advantages  which 
Jay  within  the  fpherc  of  their  power  in  the  Kaft, 
their  capital  would  this  day  have  exceeded  twenty 
millions  of  pounds  fterling-,  and  thirty  millions 
would  have  been  added  to  the  prefent  wealth  of 
the  nation,  as  I  am  ready  to  demonftrate.  But 
what  is  of  greater  importance,  the  interefts  of  the 
Company,  clearlv  underftood  and  fteadily  purfu- 
ed,  would  have  fecured  the  attachment,  with  the 
felicity,  of  above  twenty  millions  of  ufeful  and 
ingenious  new  fubje<?ls,  and  rendered  them  and 
their  pofterity  a  fund  of  wealth,  power,  and  fe- 
curity,  to  the  extended  flate.  That  thefe  great 
benefits  have  not  accrued  to  Great  Britain,  and 
alfo  to  Hindoftan,  is  owing  to  the  diftance  bc-^ 
tween  thefe  countries,  which  at  once  tempted 
and  protcded  the  infidelity  and  the  intrigues  of 
the  fervants  of  the  Eail:  India  Company.  I  do 
not  mean  to  exprefs  any  virulence  againft  thefe 

men. 
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iVien,  When  1  confider  the  natural  gradations 
by  which  they  are  led  to  adopt  a  courle  of  con- 
duct, as  difhonourablc  to  themfelves  as  ruinous 
to  the  Company  and  to  the  public ;  when  I 
trace  their  adtions  through  the  antecedent  pro- 
grefs  of  example,  operating  on  young  and  pliant 
minds  ;  indignation  at  the  effcft  is  partly  loft  in 
regretting  the  caufe.  For  it  is  not  furprifing  that 
youth,  withdrawn  from  the  tuition  of  parents 
and  guardians,  aflbciating  with  the  cool,  infinu- 
ating,  and  aflimilating  natives  of  India,  and  en- 
tering into  their  lines  of  bufinefs  ;  it  is  not  fur- 
priling  that  young  men  unacquainted  with  th6 
world,  fhould  in  thefe  circumftances  adopt  the 
praftice  and  rules  not  only  of  predeceflbrs  and 
colleagues  in  office,  but  alfo  of  all  around  them, 
whether  Gentoos  or  Mahomedans.  The  young 
men  that  afterwards  become  the  governors  of 
Hindoftan,  generally  fet  out  for  that  country 
with  ideas  of  acquiring  wealth  ;  which  ideas, 
being  nouriffied  not  only  by  example,  but  ad- 
vice and  exhortation,  foon  grow  up  into  the  pre- 
dominant paffion  of  the  heart,  and  ruling  princi- 
ple of  the  mind,  which  at  laft,  in  too  many  in- 
ftances,  become  infenfible  to  every  human  feel- 
ing, and  too  frequently  even  dead  to  the  de- 
mands of  common  juftict.  Thus,  my  friend,  I 
do  not  fo  much  arraign  the  fervants  of  the  Com- 
pany ffor  their  condud  is  that  of  human  nature 
placed  in  certain  circumftances)  as  I  blame  the 
impolicy  of  the  Britifli  legiflature,  for  not  hav- 
ing eftabli filed  in  India,  an  order  of  affairs,  at 
once  more  public  and  more  virtuous. 

Vol.  I.  L  For, 
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For,  however  indulgent  we  may  be  to  human 
weaknefs,  are  perfons,  educated  in  the  manner  I 
have  defcribed,  capapleof  improving  the  morals 
of  the  people,  or  ot  givit^.g  ftability  to  govern- 
ment? Arc  they  likely  to  render  the  natives  con- 
tented and  happy  in  the  fecure  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  induftry,  whether  in  agriculture,  manu- 
fadures,  or  commerce,  either  by  their  precepts 
or  example,  or  by  an  impartial  adminiftration  of 
juftice  ? 

That  the  advantages  of  India  are  not  culti- 
vated to  that  extent  of  improvement  of  which 
they  are  capable,  I  have  afcribed  not  to  any  ne- 
gligence of  the  Hindoos,  but  to  that  ^f  the  Eu- 
ropeans fojourning  among  them  :  and  I  think 
with  good  reafon.  For  the  natives  of  Flindoitan 
cultivated,  and  abundantly  poiTefTed,  all  the  ne- 
cefiaries  and  luxuries  that  were  adapted  to  their 
curtoms,  and  confident  with  their  religious  te- 
nets. Their  foil,  their  climate,  their  ingenuity, 
but  above  all,  their  petfeverance,  were  equal 
to  every  undertaking  that  did  not  require 
very  great  bodily  firength.  But  why  introduce 
new  kinds  of  pleafure  ?  why  create  new  wants  ? 
They  never  knew  a  defire  beyond  the  unvaried 
cuftom  of  their  anceftors  for  ages  paff,  until  Eu, 
ropean  avarice,  and  ambition,  taught  them  the 
neceffity  of  fecuring  to  themfelves  fome  degree 
of  happinefs,  by  fatiating  the  rapacity  of  {grang- 
ers vvith  fuch  new  commodities  as  were  pointed, 
out  to  their  native  ingenioufnefs. 

The  Company's  pretenfion  to  dominion,  and 
their  exclufive  privileges  of  internal  trade  in  In- 
dia, extend  from  Cape  Coniorin  in  the  tenth,  to 

the 
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the  twenty  ninth  degree  of  Nor'h  latitude,  and 
over  a  fpace  from  eaft  to  weft,  on  an  average,  of 
eight   hundred  miles  j  befides  their  pofTefTions 
on  the  coafts  of  Guzarat  and  Malabar.     The 
temperature  of   the  climate,    feldom,    and    not 
long,  intenlely  hot,  but  never  cold  •,    the  loofe, 
genial,    vegetative  particles  of  the  foil,    which 
may  receive  additional  fertility  from  inundations 
that  are  always  at  command,  as  well  as  from  nu- 
merous herds  of  horned  cattle  und  flieep  j    the 
confequent  low  price  of  labour  •,  the  wife  politi- 
cal eftablifhments  of  Cafles,  or  tribes  •,  the  per- 
fevering  ingenuity  of  the  natives  ;  certain  infti- 
tutions  calculated  to  promote  population -|-:  thefe 
are  circumftances  which  render  Hindoftan,  of  all- 
countries  on  the  earth,  the  fitteft  for  that  fpecies 
of  commerce,  which   will  allow    the  lord-para- 
mount to  export  its  copious  redundancy  without 
violating  juftice,  offending   induftry,  or  impo- 
verifhing  the  people  \  provided  that  government 
take  care,  that  a  neceflary  proportion  of  money, 
or  other  authentic  currency,  be  conftantlv  kept 
in   circulation,  to  prevent    a    ftagnation  in    the 
commerce   of  the  inhabitants  with  merchants, 
manufaflures,  and  each  other.     The  foil,  aided 
hy  the  climate,  nightly  dews,  and  alternate  rains 
and  fun-fhine,  doth  now  yield,  a'moft  fpontane- 
oufly,  rich  crops  of  rice,  and  other  grains,  twice. 


■f-  As  theOentoo  religion  admits  not  of  converts  from  other  religions, 
and  eafily  dilcaids  unworthy  members  from  the  number  of  its  own  vota- 
ries, the  whole  feci  of  the  Gentoos  muff  have  been  long  at'O  extindt,  if 
their  political  fagacity  had  not  effablilhed  an  eflei5tual  remedy  againft 
depopulation,  by  an  indifpenfable  oblij^ation  to  marry  their  children  when 
infants }  who  rnull  confunQmate  as  fuoo  a^  they  arrive  at  the  age  of 
puberty. 

L  2  and 
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and  romctimes  thrice,  every  year.  It  is  capable 
of  producing  abundantly,  and  of  fuperior  quali- 
ties, the  fugar-cane,  indigo  fhrub,  cocoa-tree, 
coffee-tree,  cotton-tree,  and  all  the 'fruits,  roots, 
and  vegetables  peculiar  to  the  tropics  in  the 
Iveftern  hemifphere,  as  well  as  moft  of  the  com- 
mon grain  of  Europe,  and  wheat  in  great  abun- 
dance. It  is  computed,  that  the  Company's  ter- 
ritories under  the  prefidency  of  Bengal,  may  be 
divided  into  three  equal  parts  :  one  third  part  is 
under  cultivation  -,  another,  having  been  aban- 
doned by  the  human  inhabitants  flying  from  op- 
preffion,  has  grown  up  ^nto  woods,  and  become 
a  receptacle  for  tigers,  Jeopards,  wolves,  buffa- 
loes, and  elephants  ;  and  the  remaining  part  is 
occupied  by  rivers,  canals,  lakes,  and  moraffes. 
It  is  alfo  computed,  that  the  native  inhabitants 
are  yet  in  number  from  twelve  to  fifteen  milli- 
ons, and  that  the  redundancy  of  their  labours 
and  ingenuity,  exported  annually,  is  equal  to  two 
millions,  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 
Thus  if  is  eafy  to  calculate  what  the  population 
and  produdion  would  be,-  if  the  abandoned  parts 
were  again  inhabited  aiid  cultivated.  Nor  will 
it  be  difficult  to  form  a  pretty  accurate  eftimatc 
of  what  would  be  the  population,  produ6lions, 
and  redundancy  of  the  whole,  under  a  wife  and 
juft  fyftem  of  government,  that  fhould  encourage 
fuch  improvements  as,  with  the  confent  of  the 
natives,  fhould  be  introduced  by  Europeans  of 
judgment  and  experience. 

"Were  the  abandoned  parts  of  the  Company's 
territories  in  Bengal  to  be  again  inhabited,  it  is 
evident  from  the  fimple  rule  of  proportion,  that  jg 

thcji 


EUROPE,    ASIA,    AND   AFRICA.       165 

die  population  would  be  from  24  to  30  millions, 
and  the  exports  5,000,000,!  and  the  increafe  of 
population  and  improvement  (in  cafe  of  a  political 
revolution  as  I  have  juft  now  fuppofed)  by  ad- 
ditional manufadures  and  agriculture,  may  be 
cftiraated,  on  a  moderate  computation,  at  one 
third  part  more,  making  the  population  ^^  mil- 
lions, and  the  annual  redundant  exports 
6,666^6  1 

The  Company's  territorial  pofTeflions  and  vir- 
tual dominion  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  GoU 
conda,  and  Orixa,  under  the  prefidency  of  Madras, 
are  capable  of  receiving  much  higher  improve- 
ment, and  confequently  of  yielding  in  proportion 
a  greater  redundancy  of  labour  for  the  advance- 
ment of  commerce;  becaufe,  although  the  natives 
of  thefe  coafts  are  infinitely  more  refined  in  their 
manners,  more  juft  in  their  dealings,  and  more 
tradable  in  their  nature,  than  the  natives  of 
Bengal,  as  being  lefs  fuperftitious,  they  have  hi- 
therto been  forced  to  fubmit  to  feverer  fcourges 
and  more  outrageous  injuftice-f-.  Fr9m  this  cur- 
fory  view,-  1  think  it  fufficiently  appears  that 
Britain  has  not  derived  thofe  advantages  in  fad, 
which  from  the  kindcft  foil,  the  moft  temperate 

•f-  The  Northern  Circars  alfo,  under  a  judicious  fyftem  ofgdvernment, 
aad  under  permanent  and  encouraging  tenures,  might  prove  an  admirable 
fource  of  population,  wealth,  and  general  fecurity.  That  part  of  the 
Decan  never  flourifhed  in  its  full  glory  fince  the  Mogul  Tartars  a^iquired 
the  fovereignty  of  Hindoftan  ;  becaufe,  having  been  amongft  the  laft  of 
the  countries  of  that  peninfula  which  were  effectually  fubducd,  it  wat  a 
continual  fubject  of  contention  among  court  favourites  and  ufurpcrs. 

When  the  Northern  Circa'-s  were  ceded  by  Salabat  Jung  to  the  French 
in  1753,  they  yielded  a  revenue  exceeding;  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
and  they  were  capalile  of  yielding  near  double  that  amount,  befides  capi- 
tal advantac;es  in  the  way  of  trade;  but  they  have  declined  gradually 
jfiace,  %%  wejl  in  rcTenue  and  maauf»c\ure»  at  in  populatioo. 

climate. 
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climate,  and  the  moft  ingenious,  docile  people 
in  the  world,  might  have  been  reafonahly  ex- 
pedied.  Bur  it  is  not  perhaps  too  bold  to  go  far- 
ther. A  right  improvement  of  the  Britilli  ac- 
quifition  in  mdia,  is  a  mere  important  objed  to 
this  nation  than  the  lubjugation  of  the  North 
Americans  -,  an  objed:  on  which  fo  many  millions 
of  treafure  ha.ve  been  expended,  and  to  vvhich  fo 
many  thoufands  of  lives  have  been  facrificed. 

Wealth,  povver,  and  dominion,  are  often  ac- 
quired by  good  fortune^  but  to  preferve  them  is 
the  province  of  political  f'.gacity.  Greater  glory, 
as  well  as  greater  advantage,  is  to  be  acquired 
by  retaining  and  improving,  than  by  extending 
conquefts.  Let  Britain  ferioufly  confider  the 
truth  of  thofe  maxims  in  the  prefent  moment. 
The  nations  of  Europe  had  long  viewed  the  pro- 
feffion  of  a  merchant  as  ignominious:  it  was  a 
degradation  not  only  from  nobility  but  from  the 
rank  of  a  gentleman-,  and  excluded  men  of  the 
moft  exemplary  probity  and  public  fpirit,  who 
■were  in  the  pradice  of  trade,  from  all  focleties 
above  the  contemptuous  denomination  of  Bour- 
gois;  while  even  a  ftrolling  ador  preferved  the 
rank  and  dignity  of  illuftrious  birth  and  family. 
But  experience,  and  the  progrefs  of  knowledge, 
have  difpelled  thofe  abfurd  prejudices.  The 
moft  haughty  monarchies  in  Europe,  beholding 
with  aftonifhment  and  with  dread,  the  rapid 
growth  of  Imall'  ftates  by  the  genial  influences 
if  thofe  facred  fiftcr<5,  (nduftry.  Commerce,  and 
p>eedom,  endeavour  to  excite  in  their  dominions 
by  means  of  wife  inftitutions  and  public  encou- 
ragements, a  general  emulation  in  Trade,  which 

they 
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they  no  longer  difdain  to  acknov/ledgc  as  the  mo- 
ther of  arcs,  the  fountain  of  wealth,  and  the 
protedrefs  of  pov;er. — But  of  all  branches  of 
traffic,  that  with  India,  is,  to  an  European  peo- 
ple, the  moft  advantageous.  The  nation  that 
ingrofTes  this  commerce,  centres  in  itielt  that  of 
the  world:  for  it  not  only  comprehends  thofe 
articles  which  foim  the  balance  of  trade,  but  alfo 
many  other  commodities,  which  it  ^an  furnifl-x 
on  fuch  low  terms  as  will  lefTen  the  value  of  labour 
at  home,  and  thereby  reduce  the  price  of  the  ne- 
ceflaries  of  life.  The  low  prices  of  provifions 
and  clothing,  and  confc-quent  low  price  of  labour, 
the  fuperftitious  obfervancc  of  religious  tenants, 
and  fingular  prejudices  of  Cafls  in  their  food  and 
aflbciations ;  with  other  circumftances  which  it 
is  unnecefTary  to  enumerate,  and  fome  of  which 
I  have  already  hinted,  confpire  to  render  the  raw 
materi;ils  as  well  as  the  manu  aftures  of  India,  fo 
amazingly  cheap,  that  by  a  wife,  political eftablifh- 
ment,themanufa<51:uresof  Britain  might  be  fo  effec- 
tually improved,  and  other  commodities  import- 
ed in  Britifh  vefTels  on  fuch  cafy  terms,  that  Eng- 
land would  be  enabled  to  undeifell  all  the  mark- 
ets in  Europe,  and  London  would  become  the 
grand  emporium  of  the  world.  lam,  &:c. 


LETTER    XXIX. 
To  J M ,  Efq-  London. 

Calcutta,   2^th  S-pt.  1 779. 

A  LETTER  from   Europe,  my  friend,  to  a 
perfon  refiding  in  India,  is  a  greater  cordial 
than  one  from  India  to  an  Inhabitant  of  Europe. 

In 
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In  all  our  peregrinations,  our  imaginations  iliil 
hover,  with  filial  affedilion,  over  our  native  foil ; 
the  love  of  which  is  never  fo  ftrongly  felt  as  in 
foreign  countries.  Your  kind  enquiries,  your 
information  with  refped:  to  the  various  particu- 
lars in  which  you  know  me  to  be  interefted,  and 
your  public  news,  afford  a  refrefhment,  of  which 
my  prefent  ftate  of  anxiety  and  fufpence  flands 
much  in  need. 

JLong  and  expenfive  fufferings  in  a  tedious 
pafiage  hither,  interrupted  by  many  untoward 
and  painful  accidents  ;  the  unfettled  ftate  of  this 
government,  which  prevents  both  parties  from 
ferving  their  friends,  except  a  few  fingular  fa- 
vourites, on  whom  a  fingular  party  beftows  the 
Company's  trcafures  in  great  profufion  ;  in  one 
word,  the  difappointment  of  all  my  views,  in- 
clines me  to  think  on  returning  to  Europe.  On 
this  fubjedl  I  have  not  yet  come  to  any  final  de- 
termination. But  if  I  fhall  be  forced,  after  fo 
much  wandering,  to  bend  my  courfc  homeward 
at  laft,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  a  voyage  which  has 
proved  unprofitable  and  injurious  to  myfelf,  will 
not  be  wholly  ufelefs  to  my  country.  My  free 
intercourfe  with  men  of  bufinefs,  of  obfervation, 
and  political  knowledge,  in  circumftances  which 
difpofed  them  to  be  not  a  little  communicative-f-, 
together  with  what  I  have  feen  or  learnt  in  this 
country  and  elfewhere,  has  enabled  me,  if  I  mif- 
take  not,  to  offer  to  the  confidcration  of  men  in 
power  in  Britain,  certain  hints,  which  may  lead 

"f"  On  fhip-board  on  a  long  voyage,  where  fellow-paflengers  are  geac- 
raily  uarefetved,  and  where  thty  oftea  enter  into  mutual  friendftiip, 

them 
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Ihem  into  enquiries  that  may  be  produdive  of 
'  the  greateft  public  benefits. 

Your  accounts  relative  to  the  American  war, 
to  one  who  knows  America  as  well  as  J  do,  and 
who  is  fo  well  acquainted  as  I  am  with  many  of 
its  inhabitants,  would  be  highly  interefting,  even 
if  I  were  not  concerned  for  the  welfare  of  Britain. 
You  dwell  with  rapture  on  BritiHi  valour,  which 
certainly  never  fhone  vvith  brighter  luftre  than  in 
the  prefent  conteft  with  the  Colonies.  But  while 
I  glory  in  the  fpirit  of  my  countrymen,  I  regret 
the  caufe  in  which  it  is  now  exerted,  and  fee 
more  matter  of  grief  than  of  triumph  in  all  their 
vidories. — I  admire  the  intrepidity  and  military 
l]cill  of  Colonel  Campbell ;  but  what  I  contem- 
plate, without  a  mixture  of  pain,  is,  his  mode- 
ration, clemency,  and  humanity.  His  vidory-j- 
was  neither  ftained  by  an  unneceiTary  efFufion  of 
blood,  nor  degraded  by  prefent  or  fubfequcnt 
cruelty. 

You  defire  to  know  what  I  now  think  of  the 
ftruggle  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  ? 
What  1  thought  from  the  beginning  of  that  ftruo-- 
gle  i  think  ftiil :  a  fpeedy  accommodation  of  all 
differences  appears  to  mc  to  be  equally  the  inter- 
efl  of  both  parties. 

That  this  is  the  interefl  of  Britain,  will  not,  I 
apprehend,  require  much  proof  A  lofs  of  men, 
an  encreafe  of  taxes,  a  decay  of  commerce,  in- 
culcate on  England,  in  the  moft  forcible  manner, 
peace  with  America.  Taxes  cannot  poiTibly  be 
jpultiplied  ad  infinitum.     Thofe  ideas  of  infinity 

f  Savannah,  November  1778. 
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that  are  To  familiar,  and  (o  innocent  in  the  mouths 
of  metaphylicians,  in  the  pradice  of  life  and  bu-- 
finefs  are  both  falfe  and  pernicious.  The  time 
will  come,  and  if  the  American  war  be  continued, 
is  perhans  not  verv  remote,  when  Britain  will  be 
obliged  to  follow  the  difcreditable  example  of 
France,  in  reducing,  without  ceremonv,  the  in- 
tereft  of  her  immenfe  debt,  and  diminifhing  the 
intrinfic  value  of  her  current  coin. 

There  are  not  wanting  many  reafons  which, 
on  the  other  nand,  urge  the  Americans  to  an  ac- 
commodation with  Britain.  Of  thefe,  fome  are 
felt,  and  others  may  be  forefeen.  The  devafta- 
tions,  and  horrors,  and  miferies  of  a  country 
which  is  the  feat  of  war,  muft  render  peace,  on 
fafe  and  honourable  terms,  an  object  of  all  others 
the  moft  defirable.  But  what  terms  are  fafe  and 
honourable  ?  that  is  the  queftion.  Thefe,  it 
would  feem,  the  leaders  of  the  colonifts  think,  in- 
feparably  conncdled  with  independency  on  the 
mother  country.  1  am  of  a  contrary  opinion.  I 
do  not  fay  that  Great  Britain  is  able  to  conquer 
North  America  •,  but  1  am  confident  that  North 
America  will  not  long  maintain  its  independency 
on  Britain,  without  falling  into  a  dependency  on 
fome  other  power,  or  powers,  of  Europe. 

For,  firft ;  the  large  extent  of  her  expofed. 
coafts  will  require  for  their  prote6lion,  a  more 
abfolute,  compad,  and  vigilant  power  than  that 
of  a  republic. 

Secondly  j  the  natural  jealoufies  and  unfettled 
pretenfions  of  the  feveral  provinces,  which  are 
quafhed  for  the  prefent  only  by  the  incumbent 
prcfiure  of  a  common  enemy,  will  rebound  with 

an 
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an  elaftic  force  when  that  weight  fhall  be  re- 
moved. 

Thirdly  •,  that  country,  which  from  its  infan- 
cy was  nurfed  by  the  kind  and  indulgent  aid  of 
the  parent  ftate,  which  fcrecned  it  from  foreign 
invafion,  and  fuj.>ported  its  civil  and  military  cf- 
tablirhments,  mud  feel  an  alarming  reverfe  of 
fortune  when  fubje61:ed  to  the  taxes  that  W'U  be 
unavoidably  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  the  nevsr 
government  -,  for  the  defence  of  the  coaft  ;  for 
the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  public  debt ; 
for  the  eftabli!l"ment  of  a  military  fyftem,  with 
fortifications-,  together  with  a  navy,  dockyards, 
and  ports.  The  taxation  of  America,  it  has 
been  computed,  under  the  Britlfli  government, 
did  not  exceed  fixpence  on  the  poll  of  the  people  : 
under  the  new  fyrtem,  it  will  amount,  at  the 
lead,  to  forty  fhllllngs-j- 

Fourthly;  the  produce  of  America,  when  ex- 
ported indlfcriminately  to  all  the  markets  of  Eu- 
rope, will  fall  in  it3  value,  and  return  much  lefs 
to  the  planter,  than  it  did  when  circulated  all  over 
the  world  through  the  channel  of  Great  Britain  : 
becaufe  the  merchants  of  that  country  to  whom 
it  was  formerly  ccnfigned,  by  means  of  their  , 
contiguity  and  mercantile  knowledge,  were  able 

■f"  Britain  was  in  the  uniform  pradlice  of  nurfinjj  the  infant  colonies 
with  money,  good*:,  credit,  markets,  and  people.  She  expended  in  the 
laft  French  war,  ninety  millions  in  the  defence  of  America  ;  and  both 
before  and  fince,  continually  bore  the  civil  and  military  charges  of  go- 
vernment. The  country  bore  only  the  minute  expences  of  its  internal 
police.  The  Britifh  nation  now  tax  tliemfelves  with  four  millions  an- 
nually, ta  pay  the  fimple  intereft  of  their  advances  for  the  eftabliftiment 
«nd  fecurity  of  America:  and  America  muft  have  already  contracted  a 
public  debt  of  at  lealt  thirty-five  millions,  at  a.  rate  of  intereft  not  under 
Hwe  per  cent,  per  anaum. 

to 
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to  judge  of  the  (late  of  markets  ;  while  their 
large  capitals  and  eftabliihed  credit  enabled  them 
to  keep  up  the  prices.  But  theie  advantages  caa 
have  no  place,  when  planters  muft  fell  off  their 
goods  at  all  adventures,  ignorant  themfclves  of 
the  ftate  of  markets  in  the  old  world,  and  con- 
fiding in  maflers  of  veflels,  Hill  more  ignorant ; 
when  they  are  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  mercena- 
ry and  fubde  dirpo^.tions  of  foreigners,  who  have 
not,  like  the  Engliih,  any  natural  attachment  to 
them  I  who  have  not  any  intereft  in  procuring  a 
fair  market  price,  becaufe  they  make  no  advanc- 
es ;  and,  whatever  they  may  take,  give  not  any 
credit.  Thus  America,  flript  of  that  credit 
which  enabled  her  to  cultivate  her  wafte  lands, 
and  to  trade  with  eafe,  muft  now,  by  dint  of  la- 
bour, and  indefatigablo  induftr}-,  in  flraitened 
circumftances,  and  v/ithout  the  profped:  of  a 
certain  mart,  cultivate  the  lands,  raife  the  com- 
modities, and  furnifh  fhips  for  trarifportation, 
many  months  before  they  can  exped:  a  reim- 
burfement. 

Fifthly;  France  is  too  political  to  encourage 
theabfoluteindependency  of  a  country  fo  extenfivc 
and  flourishing  as  that  of  North  America ;  for 
that  independency  might  involve  in  its  confe- 
quence,  an  uncontroulable  dominion  over  the 
trade  of  all  America,  Afia,  and  Africa,  and  the 
impoverifhment  of  all  Europe ;  events,  which  the 
policy  of  the  moil  enlightened  nation  of  Europe 
would  alone  fludy  to  prevent,  even  if  we  could 
fuppofe  all  the  other  powers  of  that  divifion  of 
the  globe  fo  infatuated  as  to  regard  them  with 
indifference.     The  views  of  France,  therefore, 

can 
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can  be  no  other  than  to  take  advantage  of  the  un- 
happy conteft  between  Britain  and  her  Colonies, 
to  humble  the  power  of  her  proud  rival,  and  by 
the  fame  means  to  reduce  America  to  fo  low  a 
pitch,  as  to  render  her  an  eafy  prey  to  be  divided 
among  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  retain- 
ing, as  her  own  fhare,  the  moft  valuable  pro- 
vinces, Virginia,  Maryland,  and  the  Carolinas. 
This,  doubtlefs,  is  the  objed  of  the  policy  of 
France.  America,  ~fay  the  politicians  of  that 
country,  mull  be  enabled  to  refift  the  power  of 
Britain,  until  both  countries  are  fo  effedually  ex- 
haufted,  that  Britain  ihall  ceafc  to  be,  in  trade 
and  naval  power,  even  the  rival  of  France,  and 
that  America  fhall  look  up  to  her  allies  alone 
for  protedion;  and  then  France  will  acquire  an 
afcendency  over  America,  more  abfolute  and  dcC- 
potic  than  if  it  were  a  French  colony.  This 
plan  was  fuggeftcd  by  the  Duke  de  Choifeul, 
during  his  adminiftration,  and  he  has  continued 
to  recommend  and  urge  it,  fmce  he  quitted  the 
helm  of  ftate.  He  fent  out  a  Monfieur  Boileau, 
a  man  of  great  political  talents  and  addrcfs,  to 
foment  the  rebellion  in  America  in  its  very  firfl 
appearances,  by  preaching  a  dodrine  exploded  in 
his  own  country,  the  natural  rights  of  mankind; 
by  holding  up  to  the  imaginations  of  difcontent- 
cd  and  turbulent  men,  the  dazzling  glories  of 
independency,  and  by  well-timed,  gilded  afluran- 
ccs  from  the  grand  monarque.  Yet  it  is  certain, 
notwithftanding  all  this,  that  if  France  had  not 
received  certain  information  that  Britain  was 
well   difpofed    to  accommodate    matters    with 

America, 
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America,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  year  1777 
(in  confequence  ot  which  Dr.  Franklin  protelted 
that  unlefs  France  would  immediately  declare  in 
favour  of  America,  her  caufe  would  be  loftj  the 
interpofition  of  the  grand  rnonarque  would  have 
continued  under  a  political  vqil  for  a  campaign 
or  two  longer.  The  treacherous  and  daftardly 
condud  of  Count  D'Eftaign's  fleet,  (hews  clearly 
that  it  is  not  yet  the  intention  of  France  to  enter 
heartily  into  the  caufe  of  the  Americans,  becaufe 
they  are  not  fufficientlv  reduced  in  money  and 
power,  tamely  to  bend  their  necks  to  that  yoke 
which  their  allies  have  long  been  preparing 
for  them. 

Sixthly;  taxes  beyond  a  certain  amount,  can- 
not be  borne  by  any  fpecics  of  internal  induftry 
known  to  mankind.  High  taxes  can  be  fupport- 
ed  only  by  that  kind  of  commerce  which  imports 
from  foreign  ftates  a  balance  in  the  precious 
metals.  Whatever  taxes  are  raifed  beyond  fuch 
as  are  neccflary  for  defraying  the  current  expen- 
ces  of  government,  and  that  are  impofed  for  the 
purpofeof  paying  the  intereft  of  an  accumulatedor 
funded  debt,  are  detrimental  to  all  countries,  but 
to  thofe  that  depend  folcly  on  colonization  and 
agriculture,  are  abfolutely  ruinous. 

In  new  fettlements,  fertility  of  foil,  and  the 
low  value  of  land,  awaken  an  ambition  in  almoft 
every  man,  of  becoming  an  independent  farmer 
or  planter.  He  forfakes  the  occupation  of  a  ma- 
nufa(5turer,  and  the  fervice  of  others,  and  be- 
comes, on  his  own  account,  a  cultivator  of  new 
foils.  Hence  the  price  of  labour  rifes  above  the 
value  of  thofe  articles  on  which  it  is  beftowed  ; 

and 
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.  and  the  wants  of  citizens,  as  well  as  of  landhold- 
'  ers,  are  fupplied  by  the  importation  of  diPrerent 
commodities  from  ftrangers,  fubjeifl  to  certain 
duties  :  and  as  all  taxes  do  ultimately  fail  upon 
*  lands,  if  labour  is  burthened  with  a  public  claim 
chargeable  diredlly  upon  the  land  and  its  produc- 
tions, and  that  both  the  internal  and  imported 
manufadures  are  alfo  taxed  in  a  proportionate 
degree  ;  the  fum  of  the  whole  becomes  more 
than  a  triple  tax  upon  agriculture  •,  becaufe  each 
individual  who  pays  the  original  tax,  claims  both 
an  intereft  and  a  profit  upon  the  previous  advanc- 
es, agreeably  to  the  laws  and  principles  of  trade. 
Thefe  taxes  will  be  grievoufly  felt  by  thofe  who 
were  accuftomed  to  pay  only  fix- pence  per  head. 
Inftcad  of  one  fix-pence,  the  exrgencics  of  the 
new  government  will  call,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  foi'  eighty  fix-pences.  If  Holland,  Ve- 
nice, Genoa,  and  the  Hans-Towns,  whofe  forms 
of  government  are  wholly  or  partly  republican, 
had  pofi^eiTed  territories  of  fo  fpacious  an  extent 
as  to  have  made  agriculture  a  Capital  object,  they 
muft  have  perifhed  the  moment  when  richer 
powers  became  rivals  in  their  trade. 

Seventhly  ;  America  will  fee  her  new  fettle- 
ments  abandoned,  her  country  depopulated,  her 
navigation  and  commerce  ruined,  and  her  pro- 
vinceb  a  fubjed  of  perpetual  contention  to  Eu- 
rope. France  will  become  the  objedt  of  her  jea- 
loufy  and  deteftation  •,  and  (he  will  atlaft  be  con- 
vinced, that  her  true  happinefs  confifts  in  a  re- 
union with  the  parent  ftate. 

The  Americans  feem  to  tread  in  the  foot-fteps 
of  Cromv/ell  and  his   puritanical   adherents  in 

the 
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the  reign  of  King  Charles  I.  If  they  become 
independent,  their  republican,  or  more  properly 
their  democratical  government  will  not,  in  all 
probability,  be  of  long  continuance.  People  of 
condition,  charadler,  and  ktifcy  will  not  long  en- 
dure the  infolence,  abufes,  and  depredations  of 
upflarts,  at  the  heads  of  armies,  and  in  the  de- 
partments of  power.  Their  refentment  againft 
the  parent  (late,  no  longer  inflamed  by  the  feve- 
rities  of  war,  will  gradually  cool.  Their  paffi- 
ons  will  fubfidc,  and  yield  to  the  difpaffionatc 
voice  of  reafon,  which  will  unite  them  In  a  refo- 
lution  to  take  up  arms  for  the  purpofe  of  reftor- 
ing,  on  improved  and  permanent  principles, 
that  original  form  of  government  which  connedl- 
cd  them  with  Great  Britain. 

Thus,  my  friend,  have  I  delivered  my  fentl- 
ments  concerning  the  probable  ifTue  of  that 
melancholy  controverfy  which  difturbs  every 
quarter  of  the  world.  I  believe  it  will  terminate 
as  family  quarrels  commonly  do,  in  a  fincere  re- 
conciliation between  the  contending  parties,  and 
in  as  fincere  a  deteftation  of  thofe  malicious  inter- 
jTiedlers  who  fanned  the  flame  of  difcord.  It 
were  to  be  wi{hed,  in  the  prefent  criiis,  that  every 
branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  would  call  to 
mind  that  magnanimous  declaration  of  the  Em- 
peror  Charles  V.  when  folicited  by  his  minifters 
to  accept  the  ofl^ers  of  thofe  provinces  of  PVancc 
which  had  revolted  againft  his  inveterate  enemy 
Henry  II.  Though  that  prince  had  every  mo- 
tive to  accept  thofe  offers,  which  ambition,  jea- 
loufy,  and  revenge  could  oppofe  to  fentiments 
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of  moderation  and  jufticc,  he  yet  rejecfled  them. — 
*'  I  behold,  faidhe,  the  revolt  of  lubjeds  againfl: 
their  fovcreign  with  fuch  horror,  that  I  would 
chearfully  aflill  my  greateft  enemy  to  reduce 
them  to  fubjedlion."  To  the  recolledlion  of 
America,  I  would  recall  the  manner  in  which 
Spain  was  reduced  from  a  ilate  of  the  higheft 
profperity  to  be  a  Roman  province.  That  an- 
cient nation,  with  equal  ingratitude  and  folly, 
joined  her  arms  to  thofe  of  Rome,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  humbling  Carthage,  her  ally  by  the  ties 
of  commerce,  and  of  mutual  intercourfc  and  hcf- 
pitality,  Carthage  was  overthrown  in  the  unequal 
conteft:  but  Spain,  reduced  to  the  moft  humiliat- 
ing ftate  of  fcrvitude  to  her  powerful  allies, 
many  degrees  more  powerful  than  ever  by  the 
ruin  of  her  rival,  paid  dear  for  her  impolitic  con- 
dudl.  America  fhould  likewife  remember,  that 
the  Mexican  empire  was  not  fubverted  by  the 
power  of  Cortez,  but  by  an  unnatural  confede- 
racy of  powerful  caziques,  and  tribes  with  the 
Spaniards,  againft  their  own  Emperor.  Intend- 
ing only  to  make  themfelves  lefs  dependent  on 
their  fovereign,  by  reducing  his  power,  they 
loaded  themfelves  and  their  wretched  pofterity 
with  perpetual  (lavery. — Peru  would  never  have 
been  conquered  by  all  the  efforts  of  Pizarro  and 
his  affociates,  had  not  the  two  contending  jncas 
feverallv  invited  the  arms  of  the  Spaniard  to  over- 
throw his  brother. 

I  am,  &c.  &c. 

Vol.  I.  M  LETTER 
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LETTER  XXX. 
To  J M ,  Efq., 

Calcutta^  Sept.  28,  1779^ 

I  KNOW  not  whether  it  would  not  have  been 
better  policy  to  have  colonized  Hindoftan 
than  North  America.  America  was  raifed  to  its 
prcfent  ftate  of  grandeur  and  power,  from  lofty 
woods  and  from  deferts,by  the  natives  of  Britnin, 
whofe  induftry  was  encouraged  by  a  liberal  and 
profufe  expenditure  of  Britifh  treafure,  and  pro- 
tefted.by  an  unwearied  fupport,  againft  the  ra- 
vages of  foreign  and  inteftine  enemies :  and  in 
order  to  give  the  colonifts  fecure  and  unmolefted 
polTellion  of  the  territories  they  occupied,  it  be- 
came a  leading  principle  in  Englifh  poficy,  to  ex- 
terminate that  favage  race  of  men  who  inherited 
a  property  in  the  foil  from  nature.  But  Hindof- 
tan was  a  country  under  rich  cultivation,  flou- 
riOiing  in"  {lately  cities,  extenfive  villages,  and 
immenfe  wealth  ;  inhabited  by  a  numerous 
and  learned  people,  highly  accomplifhed  in  man- 
ners, fciences,  arts,  and  jurlfprudence.  A  coun- 
try peopled  with  fuch  inhabitants,  is  an  ac- 
quifition  infinitely  greater  than  any  extent  of 
unpeopled  territory  whatever.  To  make  the  ac- 
quifition  complete,  it  is  only  neceflary  to  make 
the  people  happy,  by  a  mild  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment adapted  to  their  manners,  cuftoms,  and 
educations.  Whatever  might  have  been  thought 
of  the  comparative  importance  of  colonizing 
North  America  or  Hindoftan  before  the  eruption 
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of  the  prefent  civil  war,  I  think  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  at  this  rnoment,  when  we  confider  the 
prefent  ftate  and  future  profpcft  of  affairs  ia 
America,  that  India  is  a  more  inviting  fcenc  to 
Britifh  valour,  induftry,  and  art.  1  have  in  my 
)aft  letter  given  you  my  reafons  for  thinking, 
that  if  the  Americans  were  left  in  pofleflion  of  in- 
dependency, they  would  fcon  f^ek  for  a  reconci- 
liation with  the  parent  ftate,  as  the  fure  and  only 
means  of  efcaping  from  the  miferies  of  internal 
convulfion  and  foreign  dominion.  Turn  your 
views  then,  my  countrymen,  from  the  weft  to 
the  eaft;  from  the  letting  to  the  riling  fun. 
Here  is  a  wide  field  for  every  exertion  of  genius 
and  effort  of  courage.  Here  there  is  ample  fcope 
for  fpeculation,  whether  of  an  abftradted  or  lefs 
refined  but  more  profitable  kind;  and  here  you 
may  fight,  on  advantageous  ground,  the  natural 
enemies  of  Britain  !  Thus  it  is  probable  that 
you  may  regain  your  old,  and  thus  it  is  certain 
you  may  raife  new  colonies. 

An  encreafc  o{  people  would  encourage  ail  en- 
creafe  of  grain,  provifions,  and  cloathing.  Ia 
proportion  to  this  would  be  the  encreafe  of  raw 
materials  and  manufadbired  commodities  tor  ex- 
portation-, which  raw  materials  and  mmufafturcd 
commodities  would  prove  a  plentiful  fourcc  of 
wealth  to  the  Engliih  Eaft  India  Company  and 
the  Britifh  nation.  Hence  the  rich^rs  of  Europe 
would  flow,  by  a  natural  attradion,  into  the 
narrow  feas;  fincc  no  other  country  in  the  world 
can  afford  to  fell  their  labour  fo  cheap  as  the 
Hindoo^!,  the  moft  temperate,  perfeyering,  aud 
ingenious  of  all  the  fons  of  men. 

M  2  A  coun- 
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A  country  fo  extenfive  and  fertile  as  Hindof- 
tan,  that  produces  two  or  three  crops  in  the 
year,  is  capable  of  furnifhing  more  provifions  of 
all  forts,  than  double  the  prefent  population 
could  confume-,  and  at  the  fame  time,  of  continu-- 
jng  dill  to  yield  more  iilk,  cotton,  opium,  and 
faltpetre,  than  the  power  of  an  exclufive  company 
will  be  able  to  export  for  the  confumption  of 
Europe,  or  than  private  traders  can  vend  in  the 
other  parts  of  Afia,  and  the  Perfian  and  Arabian 
gulphs.  Spacious  allotments  of  land  might  be 
made  to  individuals,  without  any  injury  whatever 
to  commerce,  or  the  general  interefts  of  the 
community.  From  a  fyftem  of  colonization, 
the  greateft  benefits  would  arife  to  the  country 
of  Hindofian;  and  an  inexhauftibic  fource  of 
wealth,  as  well  as  a  new  and  fecure  channel  of 
private  and  public  remittance,  would  be  opened 
to  Great  Britain. 

Colonization  will  prove  the  beft  means  of  reco- 
vering and  re-cultivating  the  deferted  lands, 
.v^here  op^ulent  cities,  popuiour;  villages,  and  high 
cultivation,  once  gave  life  and  contentment  to 
millions.  The  induflry  of  colonifts  will  drain 
many  of  thofe  marfhy  tracts  of  country,  the 
riches  of  which  will  abundantly  compenfate 
that  labour  ;  while  fecurity  will  thus  be  provided 
to  both  people  and  cattle  againft  thofe  fierce  def- 
trudlive  animals  with  which  the  depopulated 
parts  of  Hindoflan  are  at  prefent  infefted.  The 
melancholy  progrefs  of  the   Sugar- Ants*  in  the 

Weft 

*  The  Weft-Inriia  Sugar  Ants,  which  are  f-i  deftruclive  to  caner,  were 
introduced,  it  ii  alledgecl^  in  mould  or  dung  brought  over  from  Demerara 
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Weft  Indies,  feems  to  threaten  the  utter  deftruc- 
tion  of"  that  commodity  in  the  weftern  hemifphere. 

At 


into  Barbadoes  by  Godfrey  Clarke,  Efq;  father  of  the  late  Mr.  Clarke  of 
that  Idand.     They  have  a  molt  voracious  appetite  tor  canes,  but  dtltroy 
nothing  c!i>,  cxct  pt  cattle,  and   fometimes  children. —  1  hey  attack  the 
fulk  and  fibres  of  the  canes  in  the  giound,  and  thus  conluroe  its  juicef, 
until  it  decays.     They  are  a  very  fmall  I'peciei  of  antj,  Itrcaked   brown 
and    white,  having  a  kind  of  dov/n    over  the  body,  and  an    acid  taite. 
They  dig,  if  there  is  foil  to  permit,  feveral  feet  deep  into  the  earth,  they 
march  in  a  ftraight  courfe,  and  in  regular  proceflion  ;  in  the  nights,  morn- 
ings, and  evenings,  and  during  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun  burrow  in  the 
Cirth,  or  under  fome  other  (liade,  carrying  their  youni;  in  their  mouths  j 
they  avoid  entering    upon  land    newly  turned  up,  preferring  always  the 
beaten  track,  and  fhun  afhesif  firewed  in  the  way  ;  no  fire  or  water  will 
alter  their  deUination,  or  ftop  their  progrcfs;  they  will  extingiiilh  a  tire  by 
the  multitude  which  perifh  upon  it,  to  pave  a  paflage  for  the  main  body  j 
and   they  watch  the   bank  of  a  river,  till  a    log  of  wood,  or    any  other 
piece  or  branch  of  timber  crofTes  between  the  oppofite  fides,  of  which  they 
inftantly  make  a  bridge,  and  tranlport  themfelves,  continuing  their  route 
until  they   come   to  a  fugar  plantation,  where  they  ftt  themfelves  down, 
until  it  is  demoliflied.     Thus  their  motion  and  progrefs  is  very  (low.      It 
has  been  computed,  that  it  will  require  near  an  equal  number  of  flaves  to 
rcfift  the  deftruclion  of  the  ants  on  a  plantation,  as  all  the  other  operations 
thereof,  if  the  foil  and  other  requifites  are  naturally  good. — From  Bar- 
badoes  they  were  firft  communicated  to  Mirtinico,  iu  packapesof  goods 
and  provifions;  and  they  were  brought  from  Barbadoes  to  a  plantation  of 
Mr.  Clark's  in   Granada,  whence   they  fpread  to  thofe  immediately   ad- 
joining, in  the  courfe  of  tea  years. — A  (muggier  from  Martinico,  in  re- 
venge for  an  injury,    brought  them  in  a  large  bottle  from  Martinico  to  the 
plantation  of  a  French  gentleman  on  the  other   fide  of  the  ifland,  which 
the  owner  wifely  fold  as  foon  as  he  could,  to  Meffrs.  Bofanquet  and  Fatro, 
in  London.     From  thefe  two  plantations,   they  have  extended  to  feveral 
neighbouring  eftates.     In  like  manner  they  were  brought  to  Tobago  from 
Barbadoes.     And  from  Martinico  they  have  been  conveyed  to  St.  Lucia, 
Guadaloupe,  Granadines,  and   to  one  plantation  only  in  Dominica.— — . 
Various  methods  have  inefte<Stually  been  tried  to  deftroy  them.     Their 
fenfes  are  (o   acute,    that  in  whatever   method    poifon  is   adminiftered, 
they  will  quickly  difcern  its  pernicious  eflecls,   and  avoid  it.     The  inha- 
bitants of  the  French  iflands  of  Granada  and  Tobago,  have  offered,  by 
ordinances  and  laws,  premiums,  exceeding  (in  the  whole)  100,000 1.  for 
the  difcovery  of  an  effedual  mode  to  eradicate  or  defiroy  them. 

The  fagacity  or  inftind  of  the  Sugar-Ants  will  ceafe  to  be  an  objefl 
of  wonder,  when  we  attend  to  the  altonirtiing  difcoveries  which  have 
lately  been  made  by  Mr.  Smeathman  concerning  the  Ants  called  Ter- 
mitef. 

The  Termites  has  generally  Seen  reckoned  an  Ant,  and  has  gone  by 
that  'general  name  in  our  books  of  natural  hiftor)  ;  but  upon  examination, 
we  find  the  figure  of  th«   auimaU  materially  difi'erent,  as  well  a  their 
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At  any  rate,  this  peft,  by  the  expence  of  that 
labour  which  is  nccefiarily  employed  in  refifting 

it, 

v/ay  of  life.  The  firftftate  of  the  Termites  is  that  of  iabourcrs;  they  the« 
become  foldiersj  in  this  their  bulk  is  increafed,  and  they  become  quite 
ufelefs  for  all  the  purpofes  of  labour;  in  their  laft^tage  they  get  wings^ 
which,  however,  loon  fall  off,  when  they  become  a  prey  to  the  fowls, 
or  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  who  reckon  them  excellent  food.  Ic 
is  from  amonj;  thefe  that  the  queen  is  chofen  by  a  body  of  wandering 
labourers.  In  the  fiate  w«r  defcribe,  they  are  very  Imall,  rot  axceedinj 
in  fize  the  common  ant  of  this  country.  This  is  the  (late  of  exiftence  in 
which  they  perform  their  chief  operations,  and  it  is  in  this  they  are  to  be 
confi'Jeied  as  mod  peiftc>,  af.  in  it  they  fulfil  all  the  purpofes  of  their  ex- 
iftence— Like  the  Ant,  thtfe  animals  aflemble  in  large  focieties,  where 
every  indivifiual  not  enly  obeys  the  laws,  but  contributes  his  (hare  to  fup- 
ply  the  neceffjtiei  or  ccnvcniencics  of  the  whole  body.  The  working- 
Temiite»  in  this  (fate  is  called  by  Mr.  Smeathman,  the  labourers,  lor 
they  build  the  habitations,  and  perfoim  the  other  laborious  offices  of  the 
fociety  Thcfe  labourers,  like  the  working-bees,  are  neither  male  nor 
female  i  which  Teems,  in  both  cafes,  a  wife  regulation  in  nature.  Love, 
which  creates  fomany  divifions  amongft  the  more  folitary  animals,  would 
quite  interrupt  the  oeceifary  duties  of  fuch  an  extenfive  republic.  As 
their  hearts  are  affeiSted  by  no  impulfe  but  the  general  good,  the  commoa 
offices  arc  pei formed  with  regularity  and  care.  Befidesthele  labourers  there 
is  another  kind  of  Termites,  much  larger,  which  carry  a  forceps  as  an 
ofl'enliye  weap«n  j  thefe  Termites  overfee  the  labourer*  at  work,  and 
prote6t  the  habitation  from  the  infults  of  other  animals;  on  this  account 
tliey  are  called  by  Mr.  Smeathman  the  ioldiers.  As  far  as  we  know, 
thefe  have  no  other  ufe,  for  they  can  neither  work  nor  propagate  their 
(pecies.  The  queen,  from  whofe  prolific  body  all  the  others  arife,  is  next 
to  be  confidered:  She  originally  enjoyed  no  fuperiority  over  the  other  fe- 
male Termites,  who  in  a  certain  (late,  like  the  bees,  leavetheii  habita- 
tions in  fearch  of  others;  but  by  chance,  with  many  of  her  companions, 
flie  is  met  by  a  body  of  wandering  labourers,  who  immediately  ele£l  her 
put  of  the  multitude  for  their  foveieign,  while  thereft  are  left  to  wander 
till  thiy  are  picked  up  by  the  inhabitants,  or  by  other  animals.  1  he 
queer  fo  ch  fen  is  put  into  the  royal  apartment,  which  is  aboulthe  middle 
of  (he  habitation.  This  room  is  fitted  to  hei  fize,  arched  above,  with  % 
plain  furtace  beiow.  In  order  to  impregnate  her  majefiy,  feveral  males 
a'e  (hcfen  by  the  workers,  and  (hut  up  along  with  her:  the  other  males 
that  remain  are  expelled  the  fociety,  or  pot  to  death  as  a  burthen  altoge- 
ther unntccfTs-y.  Sc  far  will  found  policy  conquer  humanity  in  other  breafts 
than  ours.  —  Ha\ing  given  fome  idea  of  the  labourers,  the  (bldiers,  the 
queen,  and  her  maJe-s  '^  will  next  be  proper  to  lay  fomething  of  their 
aitonifriinp  habitations.  Thefe  are  very  common  in  Africa,  the  Weft  In- 
•laifiands  Bialil,  and  other  parts  of  South  America.  They  are  of  very 
diftcjeot  (ize.'.,  according  to  their  age,  the  ftate  of  the  republic,  and  other 
circumftances  :  thfir  height  is  often  inconfjdcrable,  though  frequently 
tbey  are  found  to  rife  in  a  ceaical  figure  tiC  no  lefs  than  fourteen,  fixteen, 

•r 


EUROPE,  ASIA,  AND  AFRICA.  1 83 
it,  will,  in  all  probability,  raife  the  price  of  Sugar 
to  fuch  a  height,  that  other  countries  muft  be 
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or  even  eighteen  feet,  with  a  bafe  in  good  proportion  to  the  ot!ier  parts. 
It'  we  compare  their  bulk  to  that  of  men,  how  vaftly  fuperior  muft  we 
allow  fuch  a  building  to  be  to  any  of  our  greateft  works! — Shall  we  ftill 
lay,  that  thofe  hands  which  co!lc£ted  and  formed,  prepared  and  applied 
fuch  proper  materials,  were  moved  by  inftincl  alone  ?  that  thofe  heads 
which  could  direft  fuch  an  immenfe  work,  which  could  vary  itascircum- 
ftances  were  changed,  which  could  alter  it  with  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
and  repair  every  injury  in  the  (horteft  and  beil:  manner — fliall  we  fay  that 
thole  heads  were  illuminated  with  no  rays  of  reafon  ;  that  they  could  n'it 
reflecl  or  compare,  compound  or  decompound  their  ideas  ? — Thefe  build- 
ings arecompofed  of  earthy  parts,  united  in  fuch  a  manner  with  vegetable 
juices,  that  the  compound  exactly  refembles  a  (lone.  When  leveral  of 
luch  happen  to  be  united,  the  mafs  fo  furn-.ed  is  very  confiderable;  and  it 
is  cwmmon  to  fee  the  cattle  afcend  them,  to  vi.ew  what  is  going  on  ii\ 
the  diltant  country.  This  they  can  do  without  doing  the  Itaft  injury  to 
the  buildings,  lb  hard  and  well-formed  they  are  in  all  thofe  parts  where  in- 
juries might  be  received.  The  ingenious  Mr.  Smeathman  has  fir  It  given 
a  proper  account  of  the  internal  ItruSlure  of  thefe  buildingr.,  which  was 
difficult  to  be  done,  if  we  confider  the  hardnefs  of  their  walls,  and  the 
bravery  of  the  foldiers  who  defend  them.  He  fays,  that  upon  lir  ft  offering; 
any  violence  to  the  ftrudure,  a  few  foldiers  make  their  appearance,  who 
run  about  with  every  mark  of  anxiety  and  rage  in  fearch  of  the  aggreffor : 
more  troops  loon  appear,  till  at  length  the  whole  multitude  is  in  com- 
motion. They  affail  the  enemy  with  their  forceps,  and  will  kill  thelarg- 
eft  animals  that  perfift  in  offending  them.  When  their  enemy  has  difap- 
peared,  they  carefully  examine  the  injury  they  have  fullained  ;  the  la- 
bourers immediately  colledt  materials  to  re[iair  the  damage  :  while  they 
are  at  work,  a  foldier  is  fet  over  them,  who  now  and  then  makes  a  fort 
of  (lirill  noife,  which  continues  fome  fecond?;  when  thiscommences,  the 
workmen  who  were  beginning  to  turn  languid  in  their  operations,  with 
one  foul  increafe  their  effort,  till  fatigue  again  recjuircs  another  (Umulus. — 
In  the  lame  way  our  failors  are  animated  with  their  mutual  ihouts  -,  and  I 
fuppofe  for  the  fame  reafon,  the  oxen  move  with  greater  alacrity  by  the 
plowman's  whiftle,  or  the  Italian  mule  with  his  bell. — The  molt  remarka- 
ble part  of  the  inner  building,  is  the  room  whei  e  the  queen  is  lodged  :  (he 
is  put  in  here  at  firlt  no  larger  than  a  common  ant,  ba«  after  being  im- 
pregnated, her  body  fwells  to  a  much  greater  i\ze,  while  the  head  (till 
remains  as  before.  An  old  queen  will  often  be  an  inch  or  more  in  cir- 
cumference, with  length  in  proportion,  lo  that  we  find  her  apartment  in- 
creafed  to  a  diameter  of  leveral  inches,  with  a  fuitable  height.  From 
this  room  there  are  leveral  palfages  for  her  attcndant-s  which  communi- 
cate with  a  valt  number  of  cells  that  furround  it.  Thefe  domellics,  to 
the  number  of  many  thoufanda,  arc  employed  in  nothing  but  waiting  on 
the  queen.  Some  of  them  bring  her  food,  while  the  reft  are  fufficiently 
employed  in  carrying  away  the  ova  which  (he  continually  depofits,  to  the 
eeiis  already  mentianed.     Thd'e  oliices  are  abfolutely  neceifary>  for  there 
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refortcd  to  for  its  cultivation.  The  fearch  is 
over.  The  country  is  already  in  our  pofTefTion, 
of  which  the  fugar-plant  is  a  native,  and  where 
the  expence  of  raifing  and  converting  it  into  fugar 
will  be  fo  far  below  that  which  attended  its  cul- 
ture in  the  Weft  Indies,  that  after  allowing  a  ge- 
nerous freight  equal  to  time,  diftance,  and  other 

18  no  pafTage  left  fuffi-ciently  large  to  let  the  q«fen  out  of  her  room, 
where  (he  remain*  conflantly  from  her  firit  eotrance.  The  number  of 
ova  which  a  queen  v/ill  depofit  in  a  piiinute,  exceeds  all  belief.  As  th« 
bulk  of  this  chamber  it  fmah  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  domeftics  it 
always  contains,  and  as  fome  of  them  are  going  from  the  entrances  to 
the  queen,  while  others  are  moving  in  a  contrary  direclion,  great  confu- 
fion  might  be  occafioned,  did  they  not  wifely  avoid  it,  by  forming  them-" 
felves  into  a  fpiral  troop,  fo  that  every  one  before  be  can  arrive  at  the  door 
from  the  queen,  muft  defcribe  the  whole  line.  The  nurfery,  which  i'ur- 
rounds  the  queen's  chamber,  is  made  up  of  1  vaft  number  of  cells  for  the 
reception  of  the  ova,  where  they  are  depofited  by  the  queen's  attendants. 
In  the  walls  of  the  buildings,  there  is  a  kind  of  covered  way  formed,  by 
■which  the  inhabitants  afcend  to  the  tup  of  it,  or  to  any  height  they  may 
incline;  as  they  cannot  adhere  to  a  furface  like  a  fly,  they  have  inclined 
this  palTage  at  a  convenient  arif^le  for  walking.  TUis  communicates  witj* 
the  other  cells,  rooms,  or  palfages,  fo  that  the  whole  body  can  on  any 
emergency  transfer  themfelves  to  apy  part. 

The  numerous  tribes  of  the  animals  we  have  been  defcribing,  were 
not  furely  made  to  anfwer  no  end,  or  as  fome  have  been  tempted  to  ima- 
gine, only  to  anfwer  a  bad  one.  It  is  true,  the  planter  in  the  Weft  Indies 
is  nearly  ruined  by  the  ravages  they  make — premiums  have  been  offered 
for  a  method  to  deftroy  thefe  deftiu£live  anti,  as  they  are  called.  Vege- 
table fubftances  when  once  deprived  of  the  principle  of  life;  are  fure  t* 
be  attacked  by  them,  if  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  edifices,  frotn 
V  hich  they  make  excurfions  in  hollow  ways,  formed  of  the  fame  materials 
■with  their  other  woiks.  They  will  reduce  a  houfe  almoft  to  powder  iu 
a  few  hours,  by  perforating,  in  a  thoufand  directions,  the  timber  that  co- 
vers and  fupports  it.  Mr.  Sraeathman  fays,  that  he  has  feen  a  cheft 
xvith  its  contents,  in  a  fhort  time  fo  pierced  and  eaten  with  thefe  infects, 
thati:  retained  it.s  former  figure,  though  little  of  either  its  original  weight 
Or  fubftancc.  In  Africa,  the  houfes  are  very  frequently  entirely  carried 
away,  and  every  thing  in  them. 

Biittlitfe  animals  alio  produce  good  efl^ectR,  by  reducing  to  earth,  the 
yegetablefubftances  which  arife  fo  faft  and  ip  luch  quantities  in  that  luxu- 
riant loil.  Putridity,  >vh«n  in  conjunction  with  moilture  and  heat,  is 
known  to  caufe  fevers  of  the  worft  fort  in  the  equatorial  countries.  With- 
out the  Termites,  the  Mufquettoes,  which  alio  prevent  this  p'utiidity, 
and  other  animals  of  the  like  kind,  we  may  venture  to  afferf,  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  habitable  world  would  be  quite  \Jnfit  for  the  purpofts  of 
animal,  or  perhaps  vegetable  life. 
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clrcumftances,  it  will  abundantly  compenfate  the 
planter,  and  yield  a  moft  beneficial  remittance. 

Every  fpccics  of  improvement,  which  affords 
liberal  encouragement  to  labour  and  induftry,  will 
tend  to  retain  the  natives  at  home,  and  operate 
as  a  voluntary  barrier  againft  emigration.  By  in- 
troducing a  new  branch  of  commerce,  it  will  re- 
tain annually  above  250,0001.  fterling  in  circula- 
tion, which  is  now  fent  in  fpecie  to  pay  for  fugar 
and  arrack  to  the  Dutch  in  Batavia,  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  Bengal,  and  the  coafts  of  Coromandel, 
Malabar,  and  Guzarat*,  and  contribute  to  render 
the  whole  country  lefs  dependent  on  foreigners 
for  common  fupplies. 

The  indigo  fhrub  is  alfo  a  native  of  this  coun- 
try; and  the  quality  of  its  indigo,  under  the 
difadvantagc  of  a  total  ignorance  of  the  proper 
method  of  manufadluringit,  (hews  what  it  is  capa- 
ble of  being  made  by  due  management.  The 
exportation  of  this  commodity  to  Britain,  will 
be  more  beneficial  in  every  reCpeS:  to  the  exporter 
and  planter  than  the  fugar-,  befides  that  it  will 
render  the  Britifh  manufadlurcr  lefs  dependent 
for  that  neceflary  article  on  North  America, 
France,  and  Spain.  As  to  cocoa,  it  may  be  ral- 
fed  in  the  plains  of  HIndoftan  In  fuch  quantities 
and  at  fo  fmall  an  expence,  as  to  annihilate  the 
balance  which  the  confumption  of  chocolate 
creates  againft  Britain  in  the  fcale  of  trade.  The 
foil  and  climate  of  India,  together  with  the  per- 
fevering  afliduity  of  the  natives,  applying  them- 
felves  according  to  their  refpedlve  families,  to 
diftin(ft  or  particular  branches  of  labour,  feem 
naturally  adapted  to  the  culture  of  the  cochi- 
neal 
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neal  infed.  If  no  fortunate  cafualty  in  politics 
ihall  put  the  BritifK  nation  in  pofleiTion  of  the 
ifland  of  Ceylon  (a  fpot  not  more  defirable  for 
the  vaft  wealth  it  yields,  than  for  its  pofition  and 
harbour,  fo  excellently  adapted  for  the  protedion 
of  a  navy  at  all  fcafons,  and  confequently  for  the 
defence  of  all  India)  the  fouthern  parts  of  the 
Carnatic,  which  have  already  fome,  arc  capable 
of  producing  abundance  of  cinnamon  of  the  very 
bcft  quality.  In  fhort,  it  were  vain  to  attempt 
an  enumeration  of  the  various  articles  of  fubfif- 
tence  and  of  trade,  which  the  famed  peninfula 
of  Hindoftan  is  capable  of  yielding  to  a  liberal 
and  wife  guardian,  in  cattle,  flocks,  grain,  cloths, 
falts,  ores,  drugs,  gems,  &c.  &c.  Induftry  and 
common  underftanding,  with  the  protedion  of 
perfon  and  property,  would  undoubtedly  make 
it  again  what  thcOrientalifts  fliled  it  of  old.  The 
Paradife  of  Nations. 

India,  reftored  to  a  rcfemblance  of  what  it 
was,  will  open  its  rich  fluiccs,  and  with  a  ftrong 
attradive  power,  draw,  in  barter  for  its  commo- 
dities, fuch  fupplies  of  precious  metals  from 
European,  African,  and  Aiiatic  nations,  that  the 
credit  of  the  protcding  power  will  co-operate 
with  the  grateful  feelings  of  a  happy  people,  to 
give  effedual  currency  to  bank  notes  in  circula- 
tion: whence  a  new  fund  of  foUd  gain  will  flow 
into  the  Company's,  and  thence  into  the  nati- 
onal treafure. — But  to  give  the  greateft  pofHble 
cnc'ouragement  to  general  induftry,  for  the  im- 
provement of  agriculture,  and  for  the  promotion 
of  m^nufadurcs  and  commerce,  a  general  bank 
ftiould  be  eftablifhed,  with  a  treafury  and  mint, 
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on  a  new  and  extenfive  fcale,  and  upon  liberal 
principles,  equally  ufeful  to  the  country   and  to 
the  proprietors.   In  order  to  fhew  the  happy  con- 
fequences  arifing  from   a  free   and   cafy   ufc   of 
money,  in  the  country  of  which  I  now  fpeak.  Jet 
me  now  mention  an  anecdote  which  I  heard  from 
a  Mr.  Wood  (with  whom  I  happened  accidental- 
ly to  be  in  company)  a  free  merchant  of  Decca. — 
Mr.    Wood,    coming  from   Decca   to  Calcutta 
through  a  large  tradl  of  uncultivated  and  marfny 
woods,  which  renders  that  navigation  both  tedi- 
ous  and   dangerous,    chanced   to  fall  in  with  a 
poor  native  wood-cutter.     In  the  courfe  of  con- 
verfation,  the  poor  man  faid,  that  if  he  had  but 
fifty  rupees  (five  pounds)  he  could  make  a  com- 
fortable fettlement.     The  fifty  rupees  Mr.  V/ood 
lent  him.     When  Mr.  Wood,  after  ftaying  fome 
time  at  Calcutta,  returned  to  Decca,  he  faw  the 
cfFe(5ts  of  his  bounty  in  an  advanced  fettlement 
.  on  a  fmall  eminence,  newly  cleared  from  {land- 
ing trees.     Unfolicited,  he  lent  the  wood-cutter 
fifty   rupees    more.      The  next    voyage,    Mr. 
Wood  was  delighted  to  behold  the  rapid  progrefs 
of  the  fettlement,  and  aftonilhed  to  meet  the 
wood-cutter  offering  to  repay  half  the  fmall  but 
generous  loan.     Mr.  Wood  refufed  to  receive  it 
at  that  time,  and  lent  one  hundred  rupees  more. 
About  eighteen  months  after   the  commence- 
ment of  the  fettlement,  Mr.  Wood  had  theinex- 
preflible  fatisfaflion  of  feeing  his  poor  wood-cut- 
ter at  the  head  of  five  populous  villages,  and  21 
fpacious  tradt  of   fine   land   under   cultivation; 
drained  and  cleared  of  fwamps  and  woods.     The 
wood- cutter  repay ed  the  principal  of  the  fmall 
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fum  he  had  borrowed,  and  tendered  the  intereft, 
while  tears  of  gratitude  and  humble  affedion, 
trickled  down  his  venerable  but  fmiling  coun- 
tenance. 


LETTER    XXXI. 
To  J M ,  Efq  i  London* 

Calcutta^   ift  O^ober,   1779. 

IN  this  celebrated  land,  fo  abundant  in  objed:s  of 
curiofity,  a  ftranger  is  particularly  ftruck  with 
cuftoms,  manners,  and  opinions,    whofe  origin 
lies  buried  in  the  depths  of  an  unfathomable  an- 
tiquity.    But   the  moil  ftriking  features  in  the 
charader  of  the  Hindoos,  are  their  fuperftitions, 
and  veneration  for  the  inilitutions  and  tenets  of 
their  forefathers.     In  India,  the  dominion  of  re- 
ligion extends  to  a  thoafand  particulars,  which  In 
other  countries  are  governed  either  by  the  civil 
laws,  or  by  tafte,  cuftom,  or  fafhion.  Drefs,  food, 
the  common  Intercourfes  of  life,  marriages,  pro- 
feiTions,  all  arc  under  thejurifdidlion  of  religion. 
There  is  fcarcely  any  thing  which  is  not  regulat- 
ed by  fuperftition.    It  prefcribes  rules  of  condudl 
in  all  circumftances  and  fituations;  nor  is  there 
any  thing  almoft  fo  trifling  and  minute  as  to  be 
confidered  as  a  matter  of  indifference.     The  ori- 
ginal government  of  the  Hindoos,  was  in  reality 
an  hierarchy;  for  among  that  religious  people, 
the  higheft  authority  was  pofTeffed  by  the  prieft- 
hood,  or  the  Brahmin  caft,  a  tribe  of  pri'^fts  like 
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that  of  Levi  among  the  Jews.  Nor  is  it  in  this 
inftance  only,  that  we  find  a  refemblance  between 
the  natives  of  India  and  that  fingular  people  I 
have  jult  now  mentioned.  Not  only  were  the 
governments  of  both  nations  hierarchical,  but  in 
both  there  was  a  vaft  variety  of  religious  obfcr- 
vances  and  ceremonies  extending  to  many  parti- 
culars, which  in  other  countries  are  matters  of 
choice  or  of  indifference;  and  both  entertained 
the  moft  profound  refpedl  and  veneration  for 
their  anceftors. 

In  European  nations  there  is  a  love  of  novelty, 
and  an  ardour  of  improvement,  which  leads  to  a 
contempt  of  paft  times,  and  a  high  eftimation  of 
the  prefent.  In  Afia,  particularly  in  India,  both 
on  this  fide  and  beyond  the  Ganges,  there  is  a 
fcrupulous  tenacity  of  ancient  cuftoms  and  man- 
ners-, and  the  objed  of  emulation  is,  not  to  in- 
vent any  thing  new,  but  to  preferve  in  their  ori- 
ginal purity,  the  ufages  and  the  dodlrines  of  the 
moft  remote  antiquity.  I  know  not  whether 
there  be  not  a  certain  connection  between  this  dif- 
pofition,  and  that  turn  which  prevails  in  India, 
not  towards  invention  or  delign,  but  to  imitation. 
In  arts  of  this  laft  kind,  the  Hindoos  are  fo  dex- 
trous, that  the  original  model  is  not  to  be  diliin- 
guifhed  from  the  new  produdion,  in  any  kind  cf 
cloth,  metal,  wood,  or  ftone.  For  works  of 
imitation,  their  nature  fcems  peculiarly  fitted,  by 
that  patient  perfeverance  which  fo  eminently  dif- 
tinguifhes  them  ;  and  by  another  quality,  if  it 
be  another,  which  is,  that  they  are  wholly  occu- 
pied and  abforbed  in  the  prefent  obje6t.  No  diftrac- 
lion  of  thought,  no  wandering  of  imagination:  the 
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force  of  their  mind,  by  means  of  fixed  attention 
is  brought  to  bear,  as  it  were,  againftonc  place; 
it  is  brought  to  a  centre  of  percuilion.  And  with 
all  this  perfeverancc  and  flraining  of  attention, 
they  preferve  an  evennefs  of  fpirits,  which  arc 
never  much  elevated  but  by  the  power  of  opium, 
or  other  intoxicating  herbs,  but  never  depreflcd 
by  fuch  labour  as  is  fuited  to  their  bodily  frames 
and  conftitutions.  The  tranquillity  of  theirminds, 
even  in  the  moft  trying  circumftances,  is  exprefT- 
ed  by  a  conftant  fmile  that  fits  gracefully  on  their 
placid  countenances. 

I  have  often  had  occafion  to  animadvert  on  the 
partial  and  falfe  notions  entertained  in  Europe, 
that  all  other  nations  in  the  world  are  barbarians. 
Under  the  idea  of  heathcnifm,  the  Eurojjeans 
comprehend  barbarous  cuftoms,  manners,  and 
laws,  and  ideas  unworthy  of  the  attributes  of 
the  Supreme  Being. — I  confefs,  that  in  my  opi- 
nion, the  charge  of  barbarifm  might  juftly  be 
retorted  on  the  arrogant  natives  of  Europe,  by 
mofl  nations  in  the  world,  I  have  had  occafion 
to  fee  and  to  converfc  with  various  tribes  of 
thofe  nations  that  are  denominated,  not  barbar- 
ous, but  even  favage,  on  the  continent  and  in 
the  iflands  of  America,  and  have  had  accurate 
information  concerning  many  nations  in  Africa.  I 
have  feen  or  had  exad:  information  of  the  prin- 
c;/j1''s  and  raannersof  many  nations  in  Afia,  and 
the  Afiatic  and  African  iflands  ;  and  I  have  not 
a  doubt  in  my  mind,  that  the  nations  of  Europe 
arc  more  favage  than  any  of  all  thefe  -,  if  by  the 
term  favage,  J  may  be  allowed  to  underftand 
oppreflioDj  cruelty,  and  injufticc,     1  hat  people, 
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in  my  opinion,  have  the  beft  title  to  the  praife 
of  civilization  and  refinement,  who  are  the  moft 
humane,  courteous,  and  juft  in  the  intcrcourfes 
of  focial  hfe.  A  nation  may  be  pofiefled  of  an 
hi^h  degree  of  refinement  in  the  arts  and  fciences, 
and  with  regard  to  the  great  art  of  hfe,  which 
confifls  in  the  pradlice  of  virtue,  may  be  mere 
barbarians-j-.  In  Europe  the  progrefs  of  vice 
has  kept  pace  with  that  of  knowledge.  If  the 
people  of  the  eaft  and  weft  have  refined  in  policy, 
and  confequently  degenerated  from  the  original 
purity  of  their  morals,  they  have  done  fo  from 
necelfity.  They  found  treachery,  cunning,  dif- 
fimulation,  with  other  vices,  neccfTary  to  lecure 
their  perfons  and  property  againft  the  oppreffi- 
ons  "and  various  machinations  of  emigrants  from 
Europe. 

All  hiftory  points  to  India  as  the  mother  of 
fciencc  and  art.  This  country  was  anciently  fo 
renowned  for  knowledge  and  wifdom,  that  the 
philofophers  of  Greece  did  not  difdain  to  travel 
thither  for  their  improvement  •,  and  imported 
thence  many  notions,  which  they  incorporated 
with  their  fyftems  of  philofophy.  Pythagoras, 
Democritus,  Anaxarchus,  Pyrrho,  Apollonius, 
and  others,  went  to  India  in  order  to  converfe 
with  the  Brahmins  of  that  country  ;  whom,  from 
the  nature  of  their  garments,  which  left  a  great 
part  of  their  bodies  uncovered,  they  called  gym- 
no  ophifts,  or  the  naked  philofophers. 

It 


\  •f'  \yhether  the  progrefs  of  civilization  contributes,  on  the  whole,  to 
the  iiTiprovement  of  virtue  and  the  advancement  of  happinefs,  i?  i  ni.et- 
tion  which  h»»    furnillicd  of  late   an    ample   fieid  of  fptculation.      i  he 
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It  appears,  from  the  concurring  teftlmony  of 
ancient  writers,    that  the   Brahmins   of    Jndia» 

about 

jreatert  part  of  fpeculative  reafoners,  hefitate  not  to  afcribe  to  the  progrefs 
«t  Icieace  am)  of  art,  whatever  is  definable,  graceful,  and  noble  in  humaa 
life  i  while  others  decry  this  progrefs  as  the  fertile  fource  of  infelicity,  de- 
bafemest,  and  corruption.  This  laft  opinion  is  generally  coiifidered  a* 
Vfhimfical,  although  it  has  been  maintained  by  the  genius  and  pathetic 
tloquentc  of  Roulfeau.  Indeed,  it  muft  he  allowed,  that  on  this  head 
Rohffeau  is  fomewhat  extravagant ;  although  not  lo  extravagant  as  tiioli; 
•who  reprefent  mankind  in  the  firft  ftage  of  fociety  merely  as  animals 
roaming  through  woods  and  deferts  in  queft  of  prey,  devoid  of  all  hdcli- 
tj,  benevolent  tnftincl,  and  focial  love. 

The  learned  and  fagacious  author  of  '  EfTays  on  the  Hiftory  of  Man- 
kind in  rude  and  cultivated  Ages,'  is  of  opinion,  that  here,  as  in  many 
•ther  cafes,  the  truth  will  be  found  to  lie  between  two  extremes  ;  and 
that  the  beneficial  influence  of  the  progrefs  in  (jueftion,  '*  is  real,  yet  far 
inferior  to  what  the  panegyriftsof  fcience  and  art  have  reprefented  it  to 
ke  ;  and  juft  barely  enough  to  reward  that  continual  purfuit  which  it  fo» 
licitsfrom  every  nation  once  engaged  in  this  career." 

The  epithets  barbarous  and  civilized,  fays  the  fame  ineenious  advocate 
forthe  dignity  of  human  nature,  **occnr  fotrequently  in  converlation  and  in 
books,  that  whoever  employs  his  thoughts  iti  contemplation  of  the  man- 
iievs  aoJ  hiftory  of  mankind,  will  have  occaCon  to  confider,  with 
fome  attention,  both  what  ideas  thefe  words  are  commonly  meant 
to  convey,  and  in  what  fcnfe  they  ought  to  be  enyjloyed  by  the 
Eiftorlan,  and  moral  philofopher. 

*'  It  is  of  fome  importance  ftirely,  in  every  difcuffion  relative  to 
haman  afi'airs,  to  have  alcertained  before-hand,  what  are  thole 
qualities  in  the  manners  and  characters  of  different  nations,  which^ 
a-ccordiug  to  the  eflimation  of  realon,  after  an  impartial  furvey  of 
mankind,  as  they  are  and  have  been,  may  juftify  the  impoijtion  of 
names  implying  almoft  unlimited  cenfure  or  appiaule. 

"  Perhaps,  on  examination,  it  will  not  appear  that  any  fimple 
•riterioa  of  civilization  and  barbarity,  taken  either  from  Jaw»,  or 
manners,  or  anv  other  circumrtance  in  human  affairs,  can  be  fixed 
upon,  as  corrcfpondmg  to  the  general  ufe  which  is  made  of  thelc 
terms,  aad  titled  to  explain,  cheir  application  in  particular  cafes. 

"  That  civilization,  fo  highly  eitoUed,  is  plainly  underftood,  by 
Its  admirers,  to  be  fomewhat  of  a  mixed  and  compliratcd  nature, 
comprehending  various  coaftituent  parts,  fome  eiVential  to  its  very 
exilience,  fome  only  accelVary  and  ornamental.  In  the  total  abfence 
of  the  former  of  thcfc,  Barbarity,  according  to  the  general  accep- 
tation of  the  word,  feem';  t«  be  underftood  to  conhft. 

"  Warm  and  lleady  aftecaious  in  private  life,  an  honourable 
fidelity  to  engagements,  whether  exprefs  or  implied,  the  order  of 
internal  law?,  cqi'ity  and  humanity  in  their  condmit  towards 
ftrangers,  and  foreign  nations,  will  be  inhftcd  upon  by  all,  as  ef- 
ftnti*l  t©  the  charaiiler  of  a  civilized  people.  ■  The  jfcienccs  and  fine 
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about  two  thoufand  years   ago,  lived  innocent* 
pure,  and   auftere   lives,  abftaining   from  wine 

and 


arts,  though  not  indirpehfibly  eflentlal,  muft  be  efteemed  very  rtquifite  { 
yet  it  not  their  influence  exempted  from  feme  uncertainty  and  rul'picioa* 
The  cultivation  of  real  fcience,  the  love  and  ftudy  ot  the  fine  arts,  while 
Ijncorrupted,  add,  no  doubt,  to  the  politenefs,  and  impiove  the  enjov- 
ments,  of  civilized  nations;  but  art  attachment  to  falle  fciences  (feveral 
of  which,  likeaftrology  and  magic,  unlulpec^ed  while  they  flourilh,  have 
prevailed,  and  perhaps  prevail)  or  4  pa(fion  for  Ipurious  and  protelque 
imitations  of  the  fine  arts,  as  pantomimes,  puppet-fhows,  malquerades, 
or  the  laboured  decorations  of  gardens  and  parterres,  cannot  improve  and 
may  degrade,  in  a  certain  degree,  the  character  of  thofe  nationsby  whom 
they  are  cherifhed. 

"  The  vulgar  and  comrhercial  artSj.fubfervient  to  the  plenty,  accom- 
modation, and  elegance  of  ordinary  life,  feerrt  almoll  of  an  indift'crettt 
nature. 

"  Although  by  thofe  the  manners  of  civilized  natiotts  may  be  embellifh- 
ed,  yet  the  higheli  degrees  of  generous  virtue,  and  the  trueft  politenefs 
of  mind,  may  be  found  among  nations  to  whom  thefe  aits  are  almolt  to- 
tally unknown. 

"  It  this  be  a  full  enumeration  of  the  qualities  which,  in  the  general 
fehfe  of  mankind,  are  underftood  to  conrtitute  civilized  manners,  and  A 
juit  account  of  their  refpeciivc  importance;  it  deferves  to  be  adverted  to, 
that  no  nation  has  ever  polTelfed  them  all  in  their  highett  excellence,  nor 
has  any  fubfilled  as  a  people  (ihort  periods  of  coflvulfion  and  anarchy  ex- 
cepted) without  a  very  confiderable  degree  of  one  or  more  of  thofe  which 
are  to  he  accounted  mdrt  eflential. 

'*  Were  it  not  then  better  to  fet  afidfe  from  correft  reafoning,  the  too 
general  terms  of  barbarous  and  civilized,  fuhllituting  in  their  room  ex- 
preflions  of  more  definite  cenfure  and  approbation  ? 

''  Indeed  the  rommon  acceptation  of  thele  words  is  founded  upon  a 
very  general,  but  very  falfe  and  partial  opinion  of  the  ftate  of 
mankind.  It  fuppoles  that  the  difterence  betwiien  one  n.ition  and  another 
may  be  prodigioufiy  great;  anc^  fome  happy  an,dy  dilVinguifhed  tribes  ot 
men  are,  in  all  refpeflts,  generous,  liberal,  refined,  and  humane  ;  while 
others,  from  their  hard  fate,  or  their  perverlenefs,  remain  in  all  relpecte 
illiberal,  mifchievoas,  and  rude. 

"  This  general  fuppofition  with  rega(-d  tdthe  co'ndition  of  hutnan  na- 
ture, is  implied  in  that  opinion  of  their  own  fuperiority  over  other 
nations,  which  Europeans  are  prone  to  entertain  :  a  luperiority  which, 
like  that  alTumed  by  the  Greeks,  the  Romans,  and  the  Chinele,  is  iup- 
pofed  by  thofe  who  claim  it,  to  be  ablolute  and  immenfe  ;  yet,  if  brout^ht 
to  the  ftandard  of  virtue  and  felicity,  it  may  appear  very  inconfiderable 
in  rcfpecl  of  the  populous  Asiatic  nations  who  have  flourilhed  long  under 
exteiifive  monarchies;  and  not  very  great  in  refpedl  even  of  the  fimple/l 
and  rudeft  race  of  men,  inhabiting  the  frozen  (Korea  of  Greenland,  or 
placed  beneath  the  fervour  of  a  vertical  Sun,  along  the  Guinea  coalt,  or 
•n  the  banki  of  theOroaoco. 
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and  animal  food  •,  and,  as  much  as  poffible,  from 
all   fenfual  enjoyment.     They  fhunned  the  con- 
tagious 

"  Itoughttobe  fuppofed  that,  if  other  nations  were  as  far  inferior  to 
U»,  as  we  are  willing  to  imagine,  their  condition  would  evidently  tend  to 
decay  and  extermination.  With  regard  to  the  inferior  orders  of  being, 
both  animal  and  vegetable,  it  feerasto  be  a  law  of  nature,  that,  wherever 
they  cannot  attain,  in  fome  very  confiderable  degree,  the  honours,  if  I 
may  fofpeak,  and  the  cmolumentsof  their  exiftence,  there  they  gradually 
decline,  and  at  laft  ceafe  to  exil't  at  all.  Is  man  an  exemption  from  the 
general  law  ?  or  may  it  not  rather  be  believed,  that  wherever  any  tiibet 
of  mankind  fuUfift,  and  do  not  manifeftly  decay  and  haften  to  extermina- 
tion, there,  though  appearances  belie  it,  they  muft  have  attained  a  mea- 
fure  of  worth  and  of  felicity  not  much  inferior  to  that  which  the  moft  ad- 
mired nations  have  actually  attained?" 

DoiSlor  Dunbar  gives  the  following  natural,  and  I  had  almoft  faid  flat- 
tering account  of  the  origin  of  civil  fociety  :  With  fimilar  appetites  and 
congenid  pa(iionf,  the  excurfions  of  individuals  will  often  coincide.  They 
■will  be  found  occafionally  on  the  banks  of  the  fame  river,  or  in  the  fame 
corner  of  the^rove.  The  reiterated  appearance  of  the  objects  flowly  and 
imperceptibly  calls  forth  new  defires,.  Each  interview  has  its  effedt.  The 
brutality  of  the  la.vage  begins  to  vanifh.  Some  refinement  appears.  An 
appetite  for  fociety  ripens,  which  afterwards  muft  be  gratified  as  well  as 
other  appetites.  Little  plans  are  carried  on  in  concert;  and  at  a  time 
when  nodifcordant  interefts,  or  various  purfuits,  had  diverfified  the  fcene, 
a  fmall  community  might  be  kept  together  by  the  tie  of  fociability  and 
reciprocal  love. 

"  In  thefe  days  of  envy,  and  of  intereft,  we  are  little  able  to  conceive 
its  force  ;  nor,  if  the  feelings  remained,  could  artificial  language,  in  this 
refpecl,  fupply  the  language  ot  nature.  When  fimilar  fun6\ions  and  occii* 
pations  in  civil  fociety  prove  fo  often  a  bond  of  union  among  thofe  of  the 
fame  order,  how  immenfe  muH  have  been  the  efiet>  of  an  exadt  confor- 
mity of  life  !  That  refemblance  of  difpofition  and  of  charafter,  which  is 
the  cement  of  little  alTociations,  and  is  the  principle  of  private  friendfhip, 
was  the  original  bafis  of  public  union.  The  hiilory  of  the  Soldurii  in 
Gaul,  of  the  ancient  Germans,  and  of  other  public  bodies,  of  which  there 
are  fo  many  exiamples  in  the  fimple  ages,  evidences  the  (fability  of  thofe 
facred  bonds  and  confederacies  that  originate  in  the  heart.  The  hiflory 
tooof  fome  of  the  South  Sea  ifles,  which  the  late  voyages  of  difcovery  have 
tended  to  difclofe,  enables  us  to  glance  at  fociety  in  fome  of  its  earlier 
forms,  and  to  mark,  in  fome  ftriking  examples,  the  inviolable  fidelity  of 
locial  love.  . 

*'  The  principle?  of  union  are,  in  the  order  of  things,  prior  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  holfility.  The  former  are,  in  truth,  productive  of  the  latter, 
■which,  in  a  more  advanced  period,  burfling  fortti,  like  a  torrent,  againlt 
other  tribes,  disfigure  the  character  of  uncivilized  nations." 

Although  this  author  fleers  a  courfe  between  Routkau  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  degrading  Dean  of  Gloucef\er  on  the  other,  ytft  it  is  evident  that 
he  approaches  much  nearer  to  the  pathi  of  the  former  than  to  thofe  of  the 

latter ; 
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tagious  example  of  a  world  funk  in  corruption, 
and  endeavoured  to  fhelter  their  feeble  virtue  by 
retirement  in  caves  and  woods,  where  they  fub- 
fifted  on  the  fpontaneous  productions  of  the 
earth. 

Their  mora!  principles  were  the  mcft  fiibl'mc 
that  could  be  imagined.  The  grand  concern  of 
human  life,  was  the  attainment  of  wifdom  •,  hy 
which  they  underilood,  moral  wifdom  or  virtue. 
In  the  pradice  of  this,  they  were  indifferent  to 
pleafure  or  pain,  to  life  or  death.  For  the  pre- 
fent  life,  according  to  the  primitive  Brahmins, 
was  but  the  commencement  of  our  cxiftence. 
The  foul  after  death  returned  to  God,  from  whom 
it  fprang,  and  who  would  beftow  eternal  life 
and  happinefs  on  the  good,  but  inflid:  on  the 
wicked  different  degrees  of  punifhment.  They 
believed,  that  the  fouls  of  men  migrated  after 
death  into  different  animal  bodies,  until  hiving 
done  penance  in  this  manner  for  their  fins,  and 
being  purified  from  evil  habits  and  defires,  they- 
vyere  made  fit  for  a  more  immediate  communica*. 
tionwith  the  eternal  and  divine  Father  of  fpirits, 
and  fource  of  all  happinefs.  Man,  they  affirm- 
ed, carried  about  with  him,  in  his  own  body, 
enemies  which  it  was  his  bufinefs  continually  to 

iatter;  for  he  admits,  that  the  mod:  improvej  and  refined  nations  very 
littlt;  excel  in  felicity  or  worth  tht  fimplclt  and  rudeft  tribes  of  men.— 
Nay,  he  fays  further,  that,"  our  vovatjcf  of  difcpvery,  which  in  fom* 
refptt£lii  are  fo  honourable,  and  cakulaled  (or  nobie  tnde,  have  never  yet 
been  happy  for  any  of  the  tribes  of  mankind  vifited  hy  us." 

It  ha«  been  my  fate  in  the  courfc  of  a  life  full  of  vitiflitudes  and  dif- 


appointments,  to  have  vifited  many  diffen-i.t  nations  in  all  the  quartera 
•f  the  world;  and  all  that  I  have  heaic  or  ll:n,  confirms  the  Icnlimcnt* 
BOW  quoted  from  the  rcfpcvSable   author  of  "  iilTays  9a  the  Hiftory  of 
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combat,  evil  defires  and  inclinations  •,  by  con- 
quering which,  it  was,  th  :t  he  prepared  for  him- 
fd{  a  favourable  reception  in  the  heavenly  man- 
fions. 

Such  arc  the   accounts  that  are  given  by  the 
Writers  of  antiquity,  of  this  fingular  tribe.  And 
it  is  eafy  to  perceive  how  much  their  tenets  coin- 
cided at  )e;ift,  if  they  did  not  give  birth  to  rhe 
metempfychofis   of  Pythagoras,  and  the  divine 
origin   and   immortality  of  the  foiil^ — dodlrines 
maintained   by  the   fublimrft  reafoning  in   the 
■  writings  of  l^lato — and  rhe  idea  under  which 
the  f.ime  noble   author  confiders  that  oppoiition 
uhich  is  felt  bet'-een  reafon  and   puffion  j  which 
is,  that  the  rational  foul  is  chained   to   a  furious 
monfter,  and   that  all  his  endeavours  ihould  be 
bent  to  cut  the  chain  that  binds  them  together, 
and  to  procure  its  own  emancipation.     The  two 
felfs  or  fouls  of  Xenophon,  is  a  dodlrine  of  the 
fame  kind  :  and  every  man   muft  be  ftruck  with 
the  remarkable  coincidence  there  is  between thefe 
two  figures  of  Plato  and  Xeno^-hon,  and  that 
bold  allegory  of  an  old  and  new  man,  which  we 
find  in  the  infpired  writings  of  St.  P.iul.     it  is, 
in  my  opinion,  a  reproach  to  the  prefent  age,  and 
in  general  to  modern  times,  that,  notvvithftand- 
ing  the  advancement  of  commerce,  and  the  fa- 
cility of  intercourfe  which  is  thereby  opened  with 
the  tribes  of  India,  the  fentiments  of  the  Brah- 
mins of  the  prefcnt,  are  not  (o  well  underftood 
as  were  thofc  of  the  fame  order  in  ancient  times. 
Emigrants  from  Europe  travel  now  into  the  eaft, 
not  in   fearch  cf  kiunvledge  but  of  gold  ;  and 
they  arc  of  a  very  different  opinion  from  Solo- 

mon« 
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mon,  who  maintains  that  wifJom  is  better  thaa 
rubies.     I  cannot  help    thinking  th.it  the  genius 
of  modern  times,  though  more  accurate,  is  Ids 
fubhme  than -that  of  antiquity  •,  and  witjiial,  more 
dogmatical,  and  ItTs  open  to  convidion,     1  ha 
nature  of  the  elements ;  the   origin   and  end  of 
all  things ;  the  natuie  of  the  human   foul  ;  the 
fupreme  good  and  chief  glorv  of  man,  tht  fe,  with 
other  grand  and  important  fuhjt-ds,  exercifed  the 
mental    powers  of   antient  fa^^es  •,  who  did  not 
confine  tiieir  rcfearches  to  one  particular  object, 
to  the  humble  purfiits  of  a  botaniil,  nor  even 
to    the  more  exalted  views  of  a  gtometrician  j 
but  who,  taking  a  bold  and  exttnfivc  flight  over 
both  animated  and  inan'mated  matter,  combined 
different  ideas  bv  various  an.ilogies  ;  ever  intent 
to  deduce  from  the  whole,  truths  more  and  more 
abftradled  and  fublime,  whence  they  might  draw 
practical   rules    for  the  conduct  of  I'fe.     In  the 
purfuit  of  thefe  ohjedis,  they  fpared  neither  time, 
labour,  or  expence.      We  mav  form  an  idea  of 
that  ardent  defive  of  knowledge  which  infpired 
the  brealts  of   thofe  antient  enquirers  into  truth, 
from  the  journey  of  Pythagoras  in-o  Ec:}  pt  and 
India  -,  his  long  refidencc  in  the  former  country^ 
his   patient  folicitation,  after   repeated   repulfes 
and  evafions,  to  be  admitted  to  a  knowledge  of 
the  myfteries  of  the  priefls  j  and  by  his  fubmit- 
ting  himfelf,    for  that   purpofe,  to   the   painful 
rite  of  circumcifion.     When  we  compare  the  ar- 
dour of  this  man's  curiofity,  and  the  variety  and 
extent  of  his  views,  v/ith  the  fedentary  and  limit- 
ed occupations  of   modern    Connofcenti ;    is   it 
difficult  to  determine,  which  of  the  two  beft  de- 
fer vvjs 
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ferves  the  name  of  philofopher  ?     One  man  of 
Jeifure,  and  without  much  avarice  or  ambition, 
purchafes  a  telefcope,  with  which  he  ftares  at  the 
full  moon,  or  makes  fome  obfervations  that  have 
been  made  a  th^ufand  times  before  him,  by  way 
of  confirming  a  theory,  which  at  the  fame  trme  he 
fuppofes    to   ftc;nd  in  nc   need  of  confirmation. 
Another  buys  a  micrni'cope  ;  by  means  of  which 
he  difcovers  fome  fmall  vcficl  or  gland,  or  per- 
haps, as  he  may  fancy,  fome  infed  invifible  to 
the  human  eye ,  whence  a  difpute  will  in  all  pro- 
bability arife,  w-hether  it  be;  after  all,  an  animal 
or  only  a  particle  of  matter  -f.     A  third,  on  fome 
remote   coaft,    or  unfrequented   mountain,    ob- 
ferves  a  plant  which  has  neither  been  defcribed 
by  the  moft  ingenious  BufFon,  nor  by  that  No- 
menclator  Linnasus.     Thefe  gentlemen  commu- 
nicate their  difcoveries  to  philofophers  licenfed  by 
public  authority  ;  and  ftraightway  their  obfcure 
names  fwell  the  lifts  of  members  of  fuch  or  fuch 
an  academy,  andof  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Society. 
Such  is  the  taP.:e  of  the  prefent  times.  '   We  have 
our  Grasviufes  and  our  JBurmanni,  as  well  as  the 
laft  century  had  theirs,  whcfe  microfcopic  eyes 
take  in  narrow  objeds,  but  are  never  fufficiently 
opened  to  admit  the  images  of  fuch  as  are  grand 
and  extenfive.     Marv^fubjetSls  of  importance  re- 
main unexplored,  whle  trifles  are  magnified  into 
m'ghty  concerns,  and  diicu (Ted  with   minute  at- 
tention.— But  I  return  from  this  digreflion  to  the 
Indian  Brahmins. 

•f  This  is  now  the  caf«  with  Ltwenhoek'sAnimalcuIi  Seroin«le». 

Although 
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Although  we  are  not  fo  well  acquainted  with 
the  hiftory  of  the  modern  Brahmins  of  India,  as 
might  be  expected,  from  the  enlarged  knowledge, 
commerce,  and  curiofity  of  the  prefent  times ; 
yet  we  know  enough  of  this  tribe,  to  conclude 
with  certainty,  that  they  have  degenerated  mucli 
from  the  purity  of  their  anceftors.  I  know  not 
whether  fuch  calculators  as  Dodor  Price,  might 
not  be  able,  from  the  prefent  corrupt  ftate  of  the 
Brahmins,  to  compute  the  time  of  the  firft  inftitu- 
tion  of  that  order.  All  religious  fedlaries,  in 
the  courfe  of  time,  degenerate  from  the  auftere 
virtues  of  their  firft  heads  or  leaders.  Chriftians 
in  genera),  and  alfo  the  particular  fe<51:s  of  Chr-ifli- 
anity,  bear  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  this  pofition  : 
with  this  data,  I  doubt  not  but  an  ingenious  cal- 
culator might  inveftigate  the  age  of  the  order  of 
Brahmins,  and  cbnfequently  that  of  the  Hindoo 
empire,  with  which  that  clafs  of  men  was  no 
doubt  coeval. 

1  have  already  given  a  fliort  (ketch  of  what  the 
Indian  priefts  were  near  two  thouiiind  years  ago. 
In  the  prefent  times  it  is  afferted,  that  European 
ufurpers  fometimes  make  ufe  even  of  the  Brah- 
mins as  tools  of  oppreffion,  and  as  inftruments 
of  plunder.  But  whatever  their  lives  be,  their 
dodrine  is  on  the  whole  yet  pure  and  excellent : 
for  among  feveral  errors,  they  maintain  thofe 
truths  which  form  the  harmony  of  the  world, 
*'  There  is  one  fupreme  God,  and  that  he  is  de- 
lighted with  charity  and  good  works  more  than 
by  all  other  facrifices."  In  general  their  religious 
tenets  are  very  confident  with  the  ideas  which 
arc  entertained  of  the  Divinity  in  Europe.  Ma- 
ny 
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ny  %„(i;t;ouspraaices  have  indeed  been  intro- 
riuced    a„,ong  the  generality   of   the    p  ople 
Wooden  images  are  placed  in  all  their  temX 
and  on  certain  feft.vak  are  exhibited  on  the  high 
roads  and  in  the  ftreets  of  the  towns      Thefc 

Gentoos  are  idolater, ,  when  in  truth  the  homage 
I^J  ?.^''7"\  "?"'  '"^g«.  i'  P^ifely  of  the 
yZ  to""rh  "=■"'  '^''7^'"^  '^'  J*'™-  Catholic, 
'  lb  rh  ^  'f"S"  "^  "^  ^''^'°"'-  ^"d  'he  faints, 
v^h.ch  are  only  meant  to  awaken  attention,    and 

to  g,.e  hveher  Idea,  of  the  objed,  of  their  devo^ 
tion.     1  his  I  have  been  repeatedly  told  by  Gen- 
too,    ,„  whofe  judgment  and  veracity  1  ^re^fe 
great  confidence.    The  images  of  which  r  fpS 
«re  various,  and  often  monftrous  in  their  form,' 
They  are  figure,  intended  to  adumbrate  the  ,t- 
cf  theTrfff '«''  °t-^,  '^  "'■■"'^  reprefentation, 
crea  ion   and   providence.     Thus   far  only  the 
Gen  oos  are  idolaters,  and  in  worfliipping  the 
grea  God  of  the  univerfe,  they  place  before  their 

S  ir?  f"''-"''  informatiUof  their  mind 
luch  reprefentations  as  are  calculated  to  recall 
>n  a  vivid   manner  to   their  imaginations,  thofe' 
attributes  which  they  believe  that  Almighty  bt 
Jng  only  to  poffefs.  S    ?  "= 

The  Hindoos,  as  well  a,  the  Perfians,  Tar- 
H  nH.'S  "i'°"""S  n«ions,  who  have  inhabited 
Windoton  finceit  was  conquered  by  Tamerlane 
or  Timurbeg,  though  of  different  nation,,  reli- 
gions,  laws,  and  cuftoms,    poffefs  neverthelefs 

^ddX    t'"7'   '^o'Pi.^litV.    politenefs,''and' 
aaaieis.    in  refinement  and  eafe  they  arc  fupe- 
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ri'or  to  any  people  to  the  weftward  of  them.  Iq 
politenefs  and  adore 's,  in  gracefulnefs  of  deport- 
ment, and  fpeech,  an  Italian  is  as  much  fuperior 
to  a  Frenchman  of  fafhion,  as  a  French  courtier 
is  to  a  Dutch  burgo-mafter  of  Dort-f.  A  French- 
man is  indeed  by  no  means  deficient  in  cafe  of 
carriage,  but  that  eafe  is  mixed  with  forward  fa- 
miliarity, with  confidence,  and  -felf-conceit. 
The  Hindoos,  efpeciaJly  thofe  of  the  higher 
Caftcs,  are  in  their  demeanour  e.ify  and  uncon- 
ftrained,  ftill  more  than  even  a  French  courtier; 
but  their  eafe  and  freedom  is  referved,  modeft, 
and  refpedful.  A  Frenchman  is  polite  bt-caufc 
he  thinks  it  his  honour  to  be  police  :  an  Indian, 
becaufe  he  thinks  it  his  duty.  The  former  is 
polite  becaufe  he  regards  himfelf  j  the  latter  be- 
caufe he  refpeds  you. 

Their  perfons  are  ftraight  and  elegant,  their 
limbs  finely  proportioned,  their  fingers  long  and 
tapering,  their  countenances  open  and  pleafant, 
and  their  features  exhibit  the  moft  delicate  linrs 
of  beauty  in  the  females,  and  in  the  males  a  kind 
of  manly  foftnefs.  Their  walk  and  gait,  as  well 
as  their  whole  deportment,  is  in  the  higheft  de- 
gree graceful.  The  drefs  of  the  men  is  a  kind 
of  clofe-bodied  gown,  like  our  women's  gowns, 
and  wide  trowfers,  refembling  petticoats,  reach- 
ing down  to  their  flippers.  Such  of  the  women 
as  appear  in  public,  have  fhawls  over  their  heads 
and  fhouldersij:,  fliort  clofe  jackets,    and  tight 

•f-  The  leaft  polifhed  of  all  the  towns  in  Holland, 
t  Somewhat  refembling  the  plaids  of  N.  Britain,  aod  the  black  veils 
•f  Brabant. 

drawers 
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drawers  which  come  down  to  their  ancles.  Hence 
the  d:efs  of  the  n^n  gives  them  in  the  eyes  of 
European^,  an  appearance  of  effeminacy  ;  where- 
as that  of  the  women  will  appear  rather  mafcu- 
line  :  fuch  is  the  influence  of  manner  and  cuf- 
tom  on  human  fentiments  ;  an  influence  which 
extends  not  merely  to  matters  of  taftc,  but,  as 
the  ingenious  Do(5lor  Smith,  in  his  "  Theory  of 
Moral  Sentiments,"  obferves,  to  objeds  of  high- 
er importance. 

Many  of  the  original  Hindoo  tribes  or  Caftes-f-, 
mod  or  all  the  defcendants  of  Moors,  as  well  as 
the  emigrants  which  pour  in  great  fwarms  into 
India,  from  Perfia  and  the  adjacent  countries, 
are  brave,  intrepid,  and  cool  in  battle. — Having 
the  fame  weapons,  and  under  fimilar  difcipline, 
why  fliould  they  not  be  a  match  for  men  of  the 
fame  country  and  complexion  with  themfelves, 
although  thofe  men  are  under  the  aufpices  of  fo- 
reign nations  ? — The  advantage  of  thefe  au- 
fpices may  doubtlefs  be  counterbalanced  by  fu- 
periority  of  numbers,  and  other  favourable  cir- 
cumftances,  which  it  is  needlefs  to  enumerate. 
Thefe  are  ferious  and  Important  objefts  of  public 
confideratiori  :  a  negled  of  which  has  already 
produced  the  mod  alarming  lofles  in  revenue, 
and  difadvantages  in  trade,  and  feems  indeed  to 
threaten  the  extindlion  of  the  prefent  Eaft  India 
Compaoy. 

From  the  difference  of  Caftes  or  claffes  of  the 
peoj^le  in  Hindollan,  I  mean  the  original  inha- 
bitants, there  arifes  a  difference  cif  education  and 

f  Cade  is  a  Pcrtuguefe  word,  importing  aclaf*  or  tribe. 

drcfs. 
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(Irefs.  But  even  the  inferior  clafles  arc  taught 
reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic  :  the  youth  are 
taught,  not  within  doors,  but  in  the  open  air; 
and  it  is  a  fingular,  but  not  unpleafing  fpe(^acle, 
to  behold,  in  every  village,  a  venerable  old  man, 
reclined  on  a  terraced  jilain,  teaching  a  number 
of  furtounding  boys,  who  regard  him  with  the 
iitmoft  reverence  and  attention,  like  a  fhepherd 
feeding  his  flock-  In  thofe  fimple  feminaries, 
where  the  want  of  ma^^nificent  halls  and  theatres 
is  divinely  compenfated  by  the  ipacious  canopy 
of  i  Jeaven,  the  gentle  at.d  tradable  fons  of  the 
Hindoos  are  not  only  prepared  for  the  bufinefs, 
but  inftruded  in  the  duties  of  life;  a  profound 
veneration  for  the  objec^t  or  obje(5ls  of  religious 
worfhip  ;  .reverence  of  their  parents  ;  refpedi  for 
their  feniors  ;  juftice  and  humanity  towards  all 
men,  but  a  particular  aflfedion  for  thofe  of  their 
own  Cafte, 

The  Hindoo  language  is  beautiful,  exprefTive, 
and  'nervous.  In  reading  and  fpeaking,  the 
Jlindoos  are  very  muHcal.  Their  fpeech,  like 
th;tof  the  Italians,  flows  in  a  kind  of  numbers. 
There  is  a  dead  language,  underfl;ood  only  "by 
the  literati  of  the  country,  that  is,  the  priefls, 
called  the  Sanfcrit  language,  in  which  their  fa- 
cred  volumes  are  written,  even  as  our  {acred 
fcriptures  are  written,  in  Greek  and  Hebrew. 
But  whether  that  language  was  originally  difte- 
rent  from  that  of  the  country,  or  whether  it  has 
only  now  become  unintelligible  to  the  people, 
through  that  ..h  >rge  which  is  incident  to  all  liv- 
ing languages,  ib,  i  btlicve,  not  well  known. 

Having 


204-  TRAVELS       ITT 

Having  already  obferved,  that   the  genius  of 
the  Hindoos  is  rather  imirative  than  inventive,  I 
need  fcarcdy  add,  that  they  have  lefs  curiofi-y  in 
their  nature   than  the   European   nations   have; 
that  they   do  not  vary  their  fafhions;  and   rhit 
they  are  not  fond  of  novelty  beyond  the  prtcinds 
of  their  Harams.     From  the  temper  and  tenets 
of  this  people,  as    well  as  from  levcral  hints  in 
ancient  hiftorians,  it  appears  more  than  probable, 
that  the  fame  kind  of  garments,  of  food,  of  fur- 
niture, of  buildings,  and  of  manners,  which  ob- 
tained among  their  progenitors  thoufands  of  years 
ago,  adually  prevails  among  the  Hindoo  tribes 
at  this  day.     In  like  manner,  the  fame  profeffions 
are  adhered  to  by  the  fame  families  with  fuper- 
ftitious  exadnefs.     Thofe  proteflions  arc  exceed- 
ingly numerous.  This  divifion  nnd  lubdivifion  of 
employment  and  la''our -,  the  vail  variety  of  caftes 
froni  the   Brahmins  down   to  the  fifherman-f-,  is 
one  proof,  among  many  others,  of  the  antiquity 
of  the  Hindoo  nation,  and  their  progrefs  in  the 
arts.     It  appears  very  fingular,  that  the  different 
caftes  are  not  only  prohibited  from  intermarrying, 
but  al(o  from  eating  of  the  fame  kind  of  food. 

Although  the  Gen  too  law?,  relative  to  Caftes, 
their  education,  food,  drefs,  marriages,  and  oc- 
cupations, be  held  forth  as  religious  tenets,  yet, 
upon  inveftigation,  they  will  be  found  to  have 
been  very  wife  and  falutary  political  inftitutions, 
intended  to  give  authority  to  government-,  to  fe- 
cure    the  fupreme  power  in  the  hands  of  the 

•f*  The  profeffion  of  a  fiOierman  was,  of  all  profeflions,  the  hambleft 
acnon?  the  Jews.  The  Son  of  God  extrnplified  his  divine  powtr  in  mak- 
ing fifhertnen  mftrutncnti  of  propagating  the  CofpeL 

prieilhood  j 


EUROPE,    ASIA,    AND   AFRICA.         205 

priefthoodi  to  preferve  to  the  con.nninity  diiFe- 
renc  races  of  labourers,  artificers,  hufbandmen, 
warriors,  and  pritfts.  The  females  are  betroth- 
ed when  in  aitate  of  inf^incy,  and  mafriages  arc 
cotifummatcd  as  foon  as  the  parties  arrive  at  the 
age  of  puberty:  an  irftitution  which  is  rectfTiry 
to  the  population  of  the  country;  which,  but  for 
this  precaution,  would  be  greatly  diminifhed  by 
the  operation  of  the  Gentoo  religion,  which  ad- 
mits not  of  converts  from  other  religions,  and 
cafily  rejeds  offenfive  charaders  from  the  num- 
ber of  its  own  profeflbrs,  which  is  called  the 
l^ofs  of  Cafte. 

The  Gcntoos  are  perfuaded,  that  the  waters 
of  the  three  great  rivers,  Ganges,  Kiftna,  and 
Indus,  have  the  facred  virtue  of  purifying  thofe 
who  bathe  in  them,  from  all  pollutions  and  fins. 
This  religious  idea  feems  alto  to  be  founded  on  a 
principle  of  policy,  and  intended  to  reftrain  the 
natives  from  migrating  into  diftant  countries: 
for  it  is  rcmarkalle,  that  the  fncred  rivers  I  have 
juft  now  mentioned,  are  fo  firuated,  that  there  is 
not  any  part  of  India  where  the  inhabitants  may 
not  have  an  opportunity  of  waihitig  away  their 
fins.  The  Ganges,  which  rifes  in  the  mountains  of 
Thibet,  with  i«^s  different  branches,  runs  through 
the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Eahar,  and  Orixa,  and 
the  upper  provinces  or  (..ude,  Rohilcund,  Agra, 
Delhi,  and  Lahore.  T  he  Kiftna  divides  the 
Carnatic  from  Golconda,  and  runs  thiough  the 
\ifiapore  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  Deccan. 
And  the  Indus  bounding  the  Guzurat  provinces, 
feparatcs  liindoflan  from  the  dominions  of 
Perfia. 

The 
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The  food  of  the  Hindoos  is  fimple,  confifting 
chiefly  of  ricC)  ghee,  which  is  a  kind  of  imper- 
fed  butter,  milk,  vegetables,  and  oriental  fpices 
of  different  kinds,  but  chiefly  what  is  called  in 
the  eaft,  chilly,  and  in  the  weft,  green  or  Cayen 
pepper.  The  warrior  cafte  may  eat  of  the  flefh 
of  goats,  mutton,  and  poultry,  which  is 
drefTed  into  carryes  and  pilaws+.  Other  fuperi- 
,or  caftes  may  eat  poultry  and  filh-,  but  the  inferi- 
or caflies  are  prohibited  from  eating  flefh  or  fifh 
of  any  kind.  Their  nreateft  luxury  confifls  in 
the  ufe  of  the  richefl  ipiceries  and  perfumes,  of 
which  the  great  people  are  very  lavifli.  Their 
drefs,  in  point  of  richnefsj  is  proportioned  to 
their  flations :  their  pomp  and  equipage  confifl 
in  a  numerous  retinue  of  fervants  of  various  de- 
nominations, who  attend  all  their  vifits  and  ex- 
curfions;  in  the  drefTes  of  thofc  attendants-,  the 
elegance  of  their  palanquins  j  and  the  caparifons 
of  their  horfes,  camels,  and  elephants.  It  is  fu- 
perfiuous  to  obferve,  that  in  confequence  of  this 
multiplicity  of  different  ranks,  the  Hindoos  have 
the  higheft  ideas  of  fubordination,  and  pay  to 
their  fuperiors  the  fame  ready  deference  and  ho- 
mage, which  they  expedt  themfelvcs  from  their 
inferiors. 

Their  hcufes  cover  much  ground,  and  have 
fpacious  galleries  and  accommodations  of  various 

■f  Carryes  are  a  kind  of  fricaflees  of  mutton,  fowl,  or  firti  j  the  falict 
•f  which  is  compofed  of  dried  vci,ctai>les,  ptculiar  to  the  call,  and  fine 
rice,  boiled  with  very  little  wattr,  introduced  on  a  feparate  plate  :  The 
faucc  of  the  fricaflVe  is  poured  on  the  rice,  and  the  meat  laid  above  both. 
The  Pilaw  i«  fine  Patna  rice,  dry-boiled,  and  fried  v/ith  ghee,  which  has 
been  already  deftribed,  mixed  with  various  fpicei;,  and  particularly  the 
cirdamon,  brought  in  on  a  large  tiirti,  in  which  is  concealed  tmidft  the 
rice,  a  boiled  fowl,  or  part  of   akid,  or  of  a  lamb. 

kinds. 
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kinds.  The  apartments  are  fmall,  and  the  fur- 
niture not  very  elegant,  if  we  except  the  richeft 
Perfian  carpers.  The  grandeur  of  their  palaces 
confifts  in  baths,  perfumes,  temples,  gods,  and 
harams.  The  harams  or  zenans,  that  is,  the  re- 
fidences  of  the  women,  are  removed  from  the 
front  of  the  houfe,  and  lighted  only  from  a 
fquare  fpace  in  the  centre  of  the  wliole  building. 
The  apparel  of  the  women  is  inconceivably  rich} 
they  have  jewels  on  their  fingers  and  about  their 
necks,  and  alia  in  their  ears  and  noftrils,  with 
bracelets  not  only  on  their  wrifts,  but  on  their 
arms  above  their  elbows,  and  on  their  legs  around 
their  ankles. 

One  particular  clafs  of  women  are  allowed  to 
be  openly  proftituted-,  thofe  are  the  famous  danc- 
ing girls.  Their  attitudes  and  movements  are 
very  eafy,  and  not  ungraceful.  Their  perfons 
are  dehcately  formed,  gaudily  decorated,  and 
highly  perfumed.  By  the  continuation  of  wan- 
ton attitudes,  they  acquire,  as  they  grow  warm 
in  the  dance,  a  frantic  lafcivioufnefs  fchemfelves, 
and  communicate,  by  a  natural  contagion,  the 
moft  voluptuous  defircs  to  the  beholders. 

Their  civil  inditutions  refpeding  the  divifion 
and  fecurity  of  property,  and  the  internal  police 
of  the  country,  were  originally  founded  on,  prin- 
ciples of  the  foundeft  political  wifdom,  and  were 
well  calculated  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  thi; 
whole  nation,  as  well  as  that  of  particular  caftes 
or  tribes.  But  the  innovations  of  conquerors  and 
ufurpers,  in  ft- veral  inflances,  particularly  in  the 
tenure  of  iranloveable  property,  which  was  ori- 
ginally of  a  feudal  nature,  have  marred  the  har- 
mony 
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itiony  of  the  ancient  conftitution,  and  rendered 
property  and  perfonal  liberty  more  precarious^ 
lefs  defined,  and  more  expofed  to  chicahery  and 
mifconftrtidJort. 

Although  the  Hindoos  are  naturally  the  moft 
inofFenfive  of  all  mortals,  yet  does  their  humani- 
ty confilT;  more  iii  abftainirlg  from  injurious, 
than  in  the  performance  of  beneficent  adions. 
There  is  a  wonderful  mildnefs  in  their  manners, 
and  alfo  in  their  laws,  which  are  influenced  by 
their  manners  •,  by  which  the  murder  of  ah  hu- 
man creature,  and  of  a  cow,  are  the  only  crimes 
that  are  puni(hed  by  death.  Yet  with  all  this 
gentlenefs  of  difpofition,  they  are  inferior  to 
the  boifterous  Europeans,  with  all  their  vices, 
in  the  virtues  of  compafliori  and  generofity. 
They  are  wanting  In  that  tendernels  which  is 
the  moft  amiable  part  of  our  nature.  They  are 
Jefs  afFefted  by  the  diftrelTes  and  dangers,  and 
even  the  accidental  deaths  of  one  another,  than 
any  nation  I  know  in  the  old  or  new  world.  Yet 
they  love  to  excefs  :  a  proof,  either  of  the  in- 
conftancy  of  the  human  charader ;  or  that  the 
amorous  paflion  is  not  derived  from  the  noblefl 
part  of  our  nature. 

This  infenfibility  of  the  Hindoos  to  the  dif- 
trcfies  and  dangers  of  their  fellow-creatures,  ap- 
pears to  me  a  wonderful  phoenomenon.  Per- 
haps that  defpotifm  which  has  long  been  exercif- 
ed  under  the  Mogul  tyranny,  by  familiarifi«g 
the  mind  to  fcenes  of  death,  hax  blunted  a  fenfc 
of  its  terrors.  Perhaps  thofe  ideas  of  predefti- 
nation  and  irrefiftiblc  fate,  which  prevail  in  Afia, 
and  in  all  defpotic  governments,  prepares  the 

mind 
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Jiiind  for  an  acquiefcence  in  all  events.  An 
Englifh  gentleman  was  ftanding  by  a  native  of 
Hindoftan,  when  an  enormous  and  fierce  tiger 
leaped  from  a  thicket,  and  carried  off  a  fcream- 
ingboy,  the  fon  of  one  of  his  neighbours.  I  he 
Englifliman  exprefled  fvmptom?*  of  the  mod:  ex- 
treme horror,  while  the  Hmdoo  remained  unmov- 
ed. "  What,'*  fald  the  former,  "  are  you  un- 
afFe(5led  by  fo  dreadful  a  fcene  ?"  "  The  great 
God,"  faid  the  other,  "  would  have  it  fo." — 
Whatever  may  be  the  caufe,  it  is  certain,  that 
death  is  regarded  with  lefs  horror  in  India  than 
in  any  other  country  In  the  world.  The  origin 
and  the  end  of  all  things,  fay  the  philofophers 
of  India  of  the  prefent  times.  Is  a  vacuuti.  A 
ftate  of  repofe  Is  the  ftate  of  grcatcft  perfedion  t 
and  this  Is  the  ftate  after  which  a  wife  man  af- 
pires.  It  is  better,  fay  the  Hindoos,  to  fit  than 
to  walk,  and  to  fleep  than  to  wake  j  but  death 
is  the  beft  of  all. 

According  to  the  Gentoo  laws,  criminals  fen- 
tenced  to  death  are  not  to  be  ftrangled,  fuffocatedj 
or  poifoned,  but  to  be  cut  off  by  the  fword  ;  be- 
caufe,  without  an  cffufion  of  blood,  malefa6lors 
are  (uppofed  to  die  with  all  their  fins  about 
them  •,  but  the  ftiedding  of  their  blood.  It  Is 
thought,  expiates  their  crimes.  The  u-juft 
punlftiment  of  Nundcomar,  who  was  hanged  on 
a  gibbet  againft  the  laws  of  his  country,  and 
even  by  an  ex  poft  fadlo  Englifh  law,  was  aggra- 
vated by  that  circumftance  of  horror,  that  hs 
died  without  an  effufion  of  blood 

The  Hindoos  are  well  acquainted  with  the  na-* 
ture  of  fimples,  and  apply  them  judicioufly  ei* 

Vol.  h  O  ther 


210  TRAVELS       IN 

ther  in  performing  cures  which  require  not  am- 
putation, or  in  effeding  death  by  quick  or  flow 
poifons.  They  have  been  for  ages  in  the  prac- 
tice of  inoculating  for  the  fmall-pox ;  on  which 
occafion,  as  well  as  on  others,  they  have  recourfe 
to  the  favourable  mediation  of  charms,  or  fpells. 

Although  the  pradice  of  Hindoo  women 
burning  themfelves  on  the  funeral  piles  of  their 
hufbands,  and  embracing  in  the  mean  time  their' 
dead  bodies  in  their  arms,  be  not  fo  general  now 
as  it  has  formerly  been,  yet  does  it  ftill  prevail 
among  fome  of  the  wives  of  men  of  high  cafte  or 
condition  :  and  although  this  effort  of  frantic 
love,  courage,  and  ambition,  be  deemed  an 
aggrandizement  of  the  family  and  relations  of 
both  hufband  and  wife,  but  efpecially  of  the 
wife's,  yet  their  friends  and  relations  conftantly 
endeavour  to  difTuade  the  women  who  declare 
their  refoluttons  of  burning,  from  carrying  them 
into  execution.  Even  the  Brahmins  do  not  en- 
courage this  pradlice. 

The  caufes  which  infpire  Hindoo  women  with 
this  defperate  refolution,  are,  I  imagine,  the 
following  ; 

In  the  firft  place ;  as  the  wife  has,  from  her 
earlieft  infancy,  been  betrothed  in  marriage  ro 
her  hufban'!,  and  from  that  time  has  never  been 
permitted  to  fee  another  man  -,  as  fhe  is  inftru(5t- 
ed  to  believe  that  he  is  perfedly  accomplifhed, 
and  taught  to  refpedt  and  honour  him  ;  as,  after 
confummation,  /he  is  (but  up  from  the  company, 
converfation,  and  even  the  fight  of  other  men, 
with  ftill  greater  care,  if  poflible,  than  before, 
being  now  debarred  from  feeing  even  the  father 

or 
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or  elder  brother  of  her  hufband,  the  bonds  of 
her  affedlion  muft  needs  be  inconceivably  ftrong 
and  indiffoluble.  To  an  European  lady  the 
zenana  naturally  appears  in  the  light  of  an  hor- 
rible prifon  :  but  the  daughters  of  Afia  never 
confider  confinement  to  the  zenana  as  any  hard- 
fhip.  They  confider  it  as  a  condition  of  their 
cxiftence,  and  they  enjoy  all  the  happinefs  of 
which  they  have  any  conception  •,  their  whole 
defires  being  concentered  and  fixed  on  their  huf- 
band, their  food,  jewels,  and  female  attendants. 

In  the  fecond  place,  if  the  wife  furvive  her 
hufband,  ftie  cannot  marry  again,  and  is  treated 
as  an  inferior  perfon,  and  an  outcaft  from  hef 
family.  Nay,  flie  is  obliged,  in  her  mournful 
and  hopelefs  widowhood,  to  perform  all  the  offi- 
ces of  a  menial  fervant. 

In  the  third  place,  fl\e  is  flattered  with  the 
idea  of  having  immortalized  her  name,  and  ag- 
grandized her  children,  and  her  own  and  huf- 
band's  families. 

Laftly,  (he  is  rendered  infenfible  to  the  pains 
and  horrors  of  what  fhe  is  to  fufFer,  by  thole  in- 
toxicating perfumes  and  mixtures  which  are  ad- 
mlniftered  to  her  after  fhe  has  declared  her  final 
and  unalterable  refolution — I  fay  her  final  refolu- 
tion,  becaufe  one  or  two  declarations,  of  an  in- 
tention to  die  with  her  hufband,  is  not  fufBcient, 

The  ftrength  of  her  refolution  undergoes  a 
probation.  There  is  a  certain  time  prefcribed 
by  the  Gentoo  law,  during  which  her  family  aid 
friends  exert  their  utmoft  influence,  in  order  to 
difmade  her  from  burning  ;  and  if  fhe  perfilt  in 
her  refolution  to  the  end  of  that  period,  it  is  not 
O  2  lawful 
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Jawful  to  ufe  any  more  perfuafions  witli  her,  to 
abandon  it.  Ifihe  fhould  alter  her  purpofe  after 
that  period,  (he  would  be  punifhed  with  the  lofs 
of  all  caftes,  and  live  in  a  ftate  of  the  moft  com- 
plete mifery  and  contempt.  Nay,  if  an  Euro- 
pean or  Chn'ftian  does  but  touch  her  very  gar- 
ment with  his  finger,  when  fhe  is  going  to  the 
pile,  an  immediate  flop  is  put  to  the  ceremony, 
fhe  is  forced  to  live  an  outcaft  from  her  family, 
and  from  the  Gen  too  religion. 

You  will  doubtlefs,  my  friend,  have  curiofity 
to  know,  in   what  manner,  after  all  their  ftimu- 
Jatives  to  perfeverance,  the  tender  fex,  among  a 
foft  and  effeminate  people,  fuftains  the  near  ap- 
proach of  a  fcene  fo  full   of  awe  and   horror. 
Amidft   her  weeping  relations  and  friends,  the 
voluntary  vi6lim  to  love  and  honor  alone  appears 
ferene  and  undaunted.     A  gentle  fmile  is  diffuf- 
cd  over  her  countenance  :  fhe  walks    upright, 
with  an  eafy  but  firm  ftep  j  talks  to  thofe  around 
her,  of  the  virtues  of  the  deceafed,  and  of  the 
joy  with  which  fhe  will  be  tranfported  when  her 
fhade  fhall  meet  with  his  ;  and  encourages  her 
forrowful  attendants  to  bear   with  fortitude  the 
fight  of  thofe  momentary  fufferings  which  fhe 
hcrfelf  is  going   to  feel. — Having  afcended  the 
funeral  pile,  fhe  lays  herfelf  down  by  the  body 
of  her  hufband,  which  fhe  fervently  embraces. 
A  dofe  of  narcotic  mixtures  is  then  adminiftered 
for   the   laft   time  ;    and   inftantly   the   perfon, 
whofe  office  it  is,  fets  fire  to  the  pile. 

Thus  the  moft  determined  rclolution  of  which 
we  can  form  any  conception,  is  found  in  the 
weaker  fex,  and  in  the  foft   climes  of  Afia.     It 

is 
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is  to  the  honour  of  that  fex  and  thofe  climes,  that 
the  greateft  courage  they  exhibit,  is  the  effedt, 
not  of  the  furious  impulfes  of  rage  and  revenge, 
but  confcious  dignity  and  love. 

It  might  naturally  be  imagined  by  an  Euro- 
pean, that  the  feveral  wives  of  one  man  (for  poly- 
gamy is  general  throughout  all  Afia)  would  re- 
gard one  another  with  mutual  jealoufy  and  aver- 
lion  ;  and  that  they  in  reality  do,  has  been  aflert- 
ed  by  writers  of  high  reputation.  The  fadb 
however  is  quite  otherwife  :  they  vifit  one  an- 
other with  great  friendfhip  and  cordiality  ;  and 
if  they  are  of  the  fame  cafte,  will  occafionally 
eat  together. — The  hufband  is  reftrained  from 
eating  with  his  wives,  either  by  a  regard  to  cuf- 
tom  ;  or,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  fome  of 
the  Gentoos  themfelves,  by  a  precept  of  their 
religion. 

Notwithftandingthe  extreme  antiquity  of  mod 
Indian  nations,  I  am  told  that  in  India  beyond  the 
Ganges,  on  the  confines  of  Aracan  ind  Pegu, 
there  is  a  people  (if  folitary  favages  roaming 
through  woods  in  queft  of  prey,  deferve  the 
name  of  people)  that  appear  to  be  in  the  very 
firft  ftage  of  fociety.  l  hey  are  the  only  people 
in  the  known  world  that  go  abfolutely  naked, 
without  the  fmalleft  covering  on  any  part  of  their 
bodies.  They  live  on  fruit,  which  grows  fpon- 
tancoufly,  in  the  uncultivated  deferts  they  inha- 
bit, in  great  abundance  ;  and  on  the  riedi  of 
animals,  which  they  tear  alive  and  devour. 
They  fit  on  their  hams,  with  their  legs  and  arms 
difpofed  in  the  manner  of  monkeys.  At  the  ap- 
proach of  men,  they  fly  into  their  woods.    They 

tak« 
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take  care  cf  their  offspring,  and  live  in  families, 
but  feem  to  have  no  ideas  cf  fubordination  of 
rank  or  civil  government,  1  have  never  had  oc- 
cafion  to  lee  this  race  of  mortals  myfelf,  but  I 
have  converfed  with  feveral  perfons  who  have 
feen  them  •,  all  of  whom  concur  in  the  general 
account  of  them,  which  1  have  now  given  you. 

I  am,  &c.  See. 


LETTER    XXXII. 
To  J— —  M ^,  Efq-,  London. 

Calcutta,   <^X\iOclober,   1 7  79. 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

I  HAVE  at  laft  determined  to  return  to  Europe 
as  fpe^-dily  as  poflible.  I  have  obtained  leave 
to  go  paflenger  in  the  Swallow  packet,  which  has 
been  under  failing  orders  ever  fince  the  month  of 
July.  I  could  not  thinkofletting  flip  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  Sutz  and  Grand  Cairo.  It  is  probable  that  I 
may  be  the  bearer  of  the  Company's  firft  dif- 
patches,  1  his  letter  and  its  duplicate  go  by 
Dutch  ibips  to  Molhnd. 

In  two  letters  dated  at  this  place,  one  of  them 
the  20th,  the  other  the  28th  of  September,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  imprefs  your  mind  with  an 
idea  of  <-he  immenfe  advantages  to  be  derived  to 
Great  Britain,  by  a  wife  and  get;erous  fyftem  of 
policy,  from  the  ingenious  liatives  and  fertile 
foil  of  Hindoflan. 

But 
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But  in  oppolition  to  the  flattering  ideas  thrown 
out  in  thofe  letters,  it  may  not  improbably  be 
urged,  that  the  Company's  India  inveftments 
fell  in  Europe  at  a  confiderable  lofs,  and  confe- 
quently  that  unwrought  commodities,  as  well 
as  the  cotton  and  filk  manufadlures  of  India,  are 
obtained  at  fo  great  an  expence  as  to  render  a 
trade  to  advantage  impracticable.  Such  reafon- 
ing  will  appear  plaufible  to  perfons  unacquainted 
with  India  -,  neverthelefs  it  is  not  juft.  How- 
does  it  happen,  that  the  French,  who  of  late 
years  have  not  carried  on  any  trade  with  India 
but  through  tlie  Englifh,  as  the  vehicle  of  re- 
mittances, have  fold  the  unwrought  and  manu- 
fadured  commodities  of  Bengal,  and  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel,  at  public  outcry  in  I'Orient,  at 
the  rate  of  25  to  40  per  cent,  profit  to  the  im- 
porter, although  thofe  commodities  are  charged 
with  an  heavy  freight,  king's  duty,  farmer's  du- 
ty, indult,  infurance,  commiflions,  and  various 
other  fmart  expences,  amounting  in  the  whole 
from  26  to  31  per  cent  ? — How  does  it  happen, 
that  India  goods  imported  by  Danifh  and  Portu- 
guefe  free-traders,  have  yielded  high  profits, 
notwithftandlng  that  they  are  fubjedt  to  higher 
duties  than  the  companies  of  their  refpe6live  na- 
tions, and  other  heavy  charges,  arlfing  from  the 
want  of  home  confumption  and  exportation  to 
foreign  markets  ? — The  eftablifhed  companies  of 
Denmark  and  Portugal,  as  well  as  Holland,  gain 
by  their  fales,  when  loaded  only  with  the  charges 
incident  to  the  goods  themfelves :  but  the  two 
former  of  thefe,  having  no  territorial  revenues, 

their 
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their  profits  are  reduced  by  the  necefiary  cxpcn- 
ccs  of   civil  and  military  eftabliihments. 

There  are  reafons  for  imagining;,  that  the 
Englifh  Company  at  home  are  lefs  adive  than 
they  mi^ht  be  in  procuring  for  their  goods  ade- 
quate prices.  But  the  capital  error  originated 
in  Hindoftan,  where  it  ftill  remains  uncorrcdled. 
The  Diredors,  milled  by  wrong  information 
from  India,  and  forgetting  thofe  fentiments 
which  on  former  occafions  they  inculcated  with  a 
ftrergrh  of  argument  worthy  of  the  juftice  of 
that  caufr-  in  which  it  was  exerted,  have  adopted 
maxims  the  moll:  fubvcrfive  that  can  be  imagined 
of  theii  interefts  ;  maxims  which  have  encou- 
raged the  rapacity  of  their  faithlefs  principal  fer- 
vants  in  India,  to  concert  means  of  reducing 
the  value,  and  at  the  fame  time  of  enhancing 
the  coft  of  the  feveral  articles  which  compofe 
the  general  inveftments.  Monopolies  of  manu- 
fadured  goods,  opium,  beetle  nut,  tobacco, 
fair,  and  rice,  (articles  which  had  long  employ- 
ed the  induflry  and  ingenuity  of  the  people) 
gave  birth  to  various  Ihameful  oppre(Tions  and 
unreafcmable  exadlions  ;  which  enriched  indeed 
a  few  highly- fivoured  and  pampered  individuals, 
but  which  threw  multitudes  of  hulbandmen, 
labourers,  and  manufadlurers,  idle  ;  raifed  the 
prices  of  the  necefTaries  of  life,  and  greatly  de- 
populated the  country.  The  number  of  labour- 
ers and  manufadturers  being  reduced,  and  the 
demand  for  goods  ftil'  continuing  the  fame,  the 
cjuality  of  the  commodities  was  necelTarily  de- 
bafed  for  the  fake  of  expedition  ;  while  the  ad- 
vanced pricts  of  provifions,  and  other  neceflaries, 

advanced 
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advanced  of  courfe  rhe  price  of  labour.  In  this 
manner  was  the  fii  ft  ftiock  given  to  the  Compa- 
ny's remittances,  and  to  the  population,  and 
confequently  the  cultivation  of  their  poffelTiO'  s. 
Another  evil  prevailed  in  the  avarice  of  the  iub- 
ordinate  European  Chiefs,  who  profited  of  the 
influence  of  their  ftations,  to  engrofs  agencies, 
and  raw  as  well  as  manufactured  goods,  upon 
their  own  terms.  Thus  it  became  their  intcreft 
fliU  more  and  more  to  debafe  the  quality  of  the 
goods  they  purchafed :  for  while  the  manufac- 
turer received  a  price  diminifhed  in  proportion 
to  the  reduced  quality  of  his  commodity,  the 
market  price  was  ftill  kept  up  to  its  old  ftandard. 
The  whole  lofs  fell  in  this  manner  upon  the 
Company  and  the  induftrious  private  trader  j 
and  it  fell  the  more  heavily  on  the  Compajiy, 
that  it  was  accompanied  with  an  accumulated 
load  of  extra  charges. — But  it  was  refervcd  for 
the  board  of  trade,  eftablifhed  in  the  year  1774, 
to  compleat  this  iniquitous  fyftem,  by  contraft- 
ing,  from  motives  of  partiality,  perhaps  of  in- 
tereft,  for  the  feveral  articles  which  compofe  the 
Company's  inveftments,  en  fuch  conditions  as 
have  increafed  prices  from  25  to  40  per  cent, 
and,  in  proportion  to  the  advanced  price  of 
goods,  debafcd  their  quality. 

Thefc  allegations  may  be  fupported  by  a  va- 
riety of  fadts  and  circumftances,  which  form  a 
chain  of  evidence  not  to  be  fabi-^catcd  by  fubor- 
nation,  and  which  therefore  cannot  pofTibly  be 
rejedled.  For  it  is  notorious,  that  foreigners  and. 
private  merchants  hive  of  late  years  been  able  to 
purchafe  many  kinds  of  goods,  of  the  fame  qua- 
lity 
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Jity  with  thofe  which  form  the  Company's  Inveft- 
ments,  from  30  to  50  per  cent,  cheaper  than 
they  appear  on  the  Company's  invoices  ;  that 
the  members  of  the  board  of  trade,  with  only 
1 500  I.  and  the  prefident  with  only  2000 1.  a  year, 
retrained  as  they  are  from  all  perquiiitcs  and 
emoluments,  have  yet  amaffed  amazing  fortunes, 
although  it  is  a  fad  of  public  notoriety,  that  very 
few  of  them  were  in  opulent  circumftances  when 
the  board  was  inftituted ;  and  that  contradors 
under  the  board  of  trade,  have  been  enabled,  in 
as  fhort  a  time,  to  retire  with  independent  for- 
tunes, after  transferring  their  contradls  to  na- 
tives; who  have  alfo  with  wonderful  rapidity, 
become  great  and  opulent.  There  is  not  a 
fpeedier  way  to  wealth  in  India,  than  the  enjoy- 
ment of  thofe  contracts:  for  befides  that  the 
terms  on  which  they  are  made,  are  always  egre- 
gioufly  in  favour  of  the  contradlor,  they  afford 
opportunities  of  a  thoufand  extortions  and  ex- 
adions. 

From  the  eftablifhment  of  this  immaculate 
board  of  trade,  in  October  1774,  to  the  time 
when  the  inveftment  fhall  be  completed  for  1 78  r, 
it  may  be  computed,  with  a  great  degree  of  cer- 
tainty, that  the  whole  inveftments  (including  the 
late  lofs  by  fire  in  Calcutta)  have  amounted  to 
746  lacks,  8297  current  rupees;  on  which  the 
Company  have  been  defrauded  by  the  encreafed 
price  and  debafed  quality  of  goods,  at  leaft  33]. 
per  cent.  Thus  the  Company's  trade  has  in  that 
period  uiftained  a  lofs  of  24,863,432  current  ru- 
pees ;  which,  at  two  ihil lings  each  rupee,  is  equal 
to  2,468,9431.  Englilh. 

From 
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From  the  foregoing  obfcrvations  It  appears, 
that  the  adual  lofies  upon  the  Tales  in  Britain, 
have  been  occafioned,  not  by  glutting  or  over- 
ftocking  the  market  of  Europe,  but  folely  by  the 
advanced  price  and  debafed  quality  of  Indian 
goods.  Thefe  circumftanccs  have,  moreover,  en- 
creafed  the  charges  at  lead  twelve  and  a  half  per 
cent,  above  what  they  would  have  been  on  the 
fame  quantity  of  goods,  had  they  been  fuch  as 
they  were  formerly:  fo  that  the  lofs  which  the 
Eaft  India  Company  have  fuftained  in  the  fpace 
of  feven  years,  by  the  infidelity  and  rapacity  of 
their  fervants,  may,  on  a  moderate  computation, 
be  eftimated.  at  three  millions  fterling. 

The  Britifh  legiflature  and  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany were  undoubtedly  ignorant  of  the  infamous 
pra(5lices  and  wiles  of  India,  when  they  eftab- 
lifhed  the  board  of  trade  •,  for  if  they  had  known 
thefe,  they  would  afTuredly  have  reftrained  its 
powers  within  ftri6ler  limits.  However,  the 
inftrudions  of  the  Directors  to  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral and  Council,  which  accompanied  the  gene- 
ral commillion,  have,  by  the  17th,  i8th,  I9tli, 
and  20th  articles,  fully  authorized  the  Supreme 
Board  to  compel  the  inferior  to  do  their  duty. — ■ 
But  there  was  probably  a  connivance  between 
the  old  members  of  both  boards,  formerly  col- 
leagues, arifing  from  mutual  fympathy.  An  at- 
tempt to  compel  the  dutiful  attention  of  the  in- 
ferior board,  would  have  led  to  fatal  difcoveries, 
and  alfo  have  thwarted  the  projeded  meafures  of 
rapacious  ambition;  a  furor  which,  in  the  meri- 
dian of  Kindoftan,  rages  more  than  the  bile  and 

the 
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the  liver  -j-.  To  Co  glaring  a  pitch  has  the  board 
of  trade  carried  its  audacity,  that  a  very  high 
member  thereof  had  the  afTurance  to  threaten  a 
diftingaifhcd  officer  of  the  board  wich  difmillion 
from  his  place,  if  he  fhould  continue  to  pay  fre- 
quent complimentary  vifits  to  a  member  of  the 
other  board,  whofe  integrity  was  believed  to  be 
incorruptible.  Doubtlefs  this  civil  check  muft 
have  proceeded  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  and 
a  dread  of  the  probity  of  both  the  officer  and  the 
Sunreme  Counfellor. 

From  what  has  been  advanced  in  th«  letters  to 
which  I  have  already  referred  you,  and  from  the 
undeniable  fads  that  have  been  mentioned  in 
this,  I  hope,  my  friend,  that  you  will  not  hefitate 
to  conclude  with  me,  that  the  Britifh  acquifitions 
in  India,  under  a  wife  adminiftration,  are  capa- 
ble of  yielding  a  far  greater  revenue,  and  a  much 
richer  exportation,  than  they  have  ever  in  h6t 
yielded  hitherto ;  and  that  the  interefts  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company  and  the  Englifh  nation  have 
been  facrificcd  to  infidelity,  rapacity,  and  oppref- 
fion. 

I  am,  &c. 


•f  The  Englifti  in  Hindoftan  are  univerfally  fubjeft  to  the  bile,  which 
almoft  aKv3y!>  terminates  in  the  liver,  and  becomes  dangeiouti.  Tbis 
diforder  they  denominate  the  liver. 
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LETTER   XXXIII. 
To  J M ,  Efq.  London, 

Calcutta,  O^ober  S,  ij'jg. 

TO  reftorc  to  Hindoftan  Peace,  with  her  at- 
tendant. Arts,  ought  to  be  the  firft  objedb 
of  the  Engli^  Eaft-India  Company-,  and  indeed, 
in  the  prefent  fituation  of  public  affairs,  of  the 
Englifh  nation,  a  policy  at  once  fo  wife  and 
generous,  would  meet  with  the  noblefl:  rewards. 
How  great  the  fatisfa(51:ion,  of  making  whole 
nations  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  family,  pro- 
perty, perfonal  fecurity,  religion,  eafe,  and  af- 
fluence !  How  rich  the  tribute  which  the  induf- 
try,  gratitude,  and  fidelity  of  an  ingenious  and 
affedlionate  people  would  return,  as  a  compen- 
fation  for  fuch  bleflings,  to  the  liberal  authors  of 
theirfelicity  !  For  this  noble  purpofeit  is  necefTa- 
ry,  in  the  firft  place,  to  ere6l  the  flandard  of  li- 
berty and  juftice.  This  being  once  immovably 
fixed,  an  high  degree  of  improvement  in  agricul- 
ture, manufadures,  and  commerce,  with  all  their 
beneficial  confequences,  will  follow  of  courfe. 
Yet  this  improvement  may  be  rendered  more  ra- 
pid, as  well  as  extenfive,  by  the  liberality  and 
wifdom  of  the  protecting  {late,  which  will  fhare 
fo  largely  in  its  advantages. 

I  have  in  a  former  letter  cxpreffed  an  opinion, 
in  which  I  have  more  and  more  confirmed,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  conducive  to  the  promo- 
tion of  inuuftry  of  every  kind  in  this  peninfula, 
than  the  efhbUfbment  of  a  general  bank,  treafu- 
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ry,  and  mint,  npon  a  new  and  extenfive  fcalcj 
and  on  liberal  principles.  In  a  remote  fubordi- 
natc  country,  where  commerce  is  naturally  fetter- 
ed by  an  exclufive  right  of  trade,  vefted  in  a 
particular  fociety,  both  country  and  commerce 
naturally  decay.  If  a  dependent  country  exports 
all,  and  imports  little,  without  converting  the 
difference  into  an  accumulated  debt,  in  referve, 
or  as  a  fund  appropriated  to  the  defrayment  of 
the  expences  of  proredlion  againft  foreign  ene- 
mies, and  theadminiftration  of  juftice -,  the  com- 
merce of  that  country  is  upheld  only  by  the  pre- 
cious metals  circulating,  in  exchange  for  labour. 
Under  the  fcamp  of  authority. 

If  thefe  metal  coins  are  intrinfically  worth  as 
much  as  will  bear  a  premium  of  infurance,  com- 
miilion,  freight,  duty,  interert  of  extra-advance, 
v.'ith  other  petty  charges  •,  and  after  all,  leave 
eighty  per  cent,  to  the  exporter,  they  will  find  a 
pafTage  out  of  the  declining  country  ;  as  indivi- 
duals, difregarding  the  lofs  of  twenty  per  cent, 
will  eagerly  embrace  the  only  expedient  they 
have  of  remitting  their  acquifitions  to  their  own 
or  any  other  country.  This  forced  commerce, 
{o  delirudive  in  its  tendency,  cannot  long  exift  ; 
and  in  its  fall,  it  will  probably  involve  the  ruin 
of  that  ftately  fabric,  which  the  good  fortune  of 
the  Company,  and  the  integrity  and  valour  of 
their  former  fervants  have  eredled  in  India. 

In  a  country  thus  circumftanced,  the  fpring  of 
life  can  flow  only  in  the  circulation  of  the  re- 
maining fpecie,  by  the  expences  incident  to  the 
civil  and  military  cftubllfhments  of  the  fovereign, 
Iiionopolifts.     Whatever  is  exported  in   country 

produce 
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produce  or  manufa6tures,  to  the  remote  proprie- 
tors, more  than  is  imported  from  them,  and  that 
exceeds  the  adual  redundancy  (which  maybe  de- 
nominated the  clear  revenue  of  the  lord  para- 
mount) of  the  country,  tends  to  exhauft  the  con- 
ftitution  by  flow  but  certain  ftages ;  its  exiftence 
can  only  be  prolonged  by  protedion,  and  a  wife 
fyftem  of  government. 

The  monies,  jewels,  and  manufaftures,  ex- 
ported merely  as  rerrtittances  by  individuals, 
whether  publicly  or  fecretly,  increafe  the  difor- 
der  •,  becaule  from  them  neither  return  nor  pro- 
tedlion  are  ever  expelled.  But,  when  individu-^ 
als  have  exported  luch  a  quantity  of  the  circulat- 
ing fpecie  in  gold  and  filver  coins,  as  gave  adlion 
and  vigour  to  agriculture  and  manufatflures,  the 
political  body,  deprived  of  the  power  of  infpi- 
ration  and  refpiration,  finks  down  an  inanimated 
corpfe. 

An  inftance  of  fuch  a  country  as  I  have  in  this 
reafbning  fuppofed,  we  have  in  the  perinfula  of 
Hindoftan  ;  that  part  of  it,  I  mean,  which  is  un- 
der the  adtual,  not  the  virtual,  dominion  of  the 
Englirti  Eaft  India  Company.  The  natives  did 
not  originally  employ  their  ingenuity  and  labour, 
from  the  impulfe  of  any  natural  appetite,  or  arti- 
ficial want-,  but  the  rapacity  of  domineering 
ftrangers  forced  them  to  purchafe  felf-prefervati- 
on  by  gold,  which  was  to  be  obtained  only  in 
exchange  for  manufadures.  Hence  they  mea- 
fured  the  price  of  their  labour  only  by  gold.  Where 
this  is  not  to  be  had,  to  what  purpofe  fubmit  to 
any  toil  ?  The  pvecious  metals  ought  never 
therefore  to  be  drained  from  India  -,   for   there, 

above 
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above  all  countries  in  the  world,  they  arenecef- 
fary  to  the  encoragcme-nt  of  induftry  and  art ; 
and  hc'v  who  trade  in  the  way  of  barter,  and 
import  g-ld  and  filver  coins  for  neccfftrv  ufe, 
arc  th-.  heft  friends  to  their  country,  provided 
that  the  bilance  of  trade  in  their  favour  be  ulti- 
in-te'y  liquidated  in  bullion. 

Let  the  Engliih  Eaft  India  Company*s  grofs  re- 
venue he  eftimated  at  three  mlllioiiS  i  year  :  fup- 
pofeone  half  that  fum  n.-ceiTarily  remains  in  cir- 
culation, to  defray  the  civil  and  military  charges 
of  government ;  that  the  other  half  is  remitted 
home  in  the  Bengal  invt.ftment,  and  in  money  to 
purchafc  the  inveftments  from  China,  Bombay, 
and  Bcncoolen,  more  than  the  receipt  of  imports 
from  Europe,  and  the  bills  drawn  on  the  Direc- 
tors; and  that  out  of  the  million  and  an  half  re- 
maining in  circulation,  one  third  part  is  annually 
remitted  home  by  the  Company's  fervants,  as 
their  private  acquifitions  in  unperifhable  commo- 
dities, that  is,  gold,  filver,  and  precious  ftones : 
it  will  follow,  that  tv/o  millions  are  exported  an- 
nually, for  which  no  equivalent  is  returned  •,  and 
of  that  fum,  one  quarter  part  of  unperifhable 
commodities,  whofe  fource  is  not  inexhauflible  j 
the  circulation  and  influence  of  which  gave  life  to 
manufadlures,  to  trade,  to  agriculture,  and  in- 
duflry  of  every  kind.  The  confumption  of  pe- 
rifhable  commodities,  exported  in  fair  trade,  is 
an  obvious  advantage  to  a  manufa6luring  country, 
as  it.fecures  an  annual  and  perpetual  demand. 
But  the  exportation  of  goods  which  are  unperifh- 
able, and  bear  a  fixed  value,  even  in  exchange 
for  perifhable  goods,  tends  to  fhut  up  the  ave- 
nues 
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nues  of  circulation,  if  the  unperiihabic  goods  ar^ 
not  alfo  the  genuine  produdion  of  the  countty> 
and  that  the  tountain  is  not  exhauliible. 

I  fhall  in  my  next,  endeavour  to  prove,  that 
the  bullion  and  coins  at  prefent  in  circulation  in 
the  European  dominions  of  flindoftan,  are  now 
reduced  within  fo  contrafted  a  compafs,  as  to 
threaten  the  moft  ruinous  confequences,  if  fome 
mcafures  be  not  fpeedily  taken  to  avert  the  im- 
pending danger. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER    XXXIV. 
To  J M ,  Efq-, 

Calcutta,  Oclobfr  12,   X-j^q 

AN  Y  enquiry  into  the  quantity  of  coins  i^ 
circulation  in  Bengal,  will  prove  fraitSefs. 
With  regard  to  this  matter,  the  luoft  incelligent 
cannot  form  even  a  conje(5lure.  The  nu  mere  as 
mints,  the  various  values  fet  upon  coins,  inde- 
pendently of  their  intrinfic  worth,  together  with 
the  arts  di  Shroffs,  Banians,  and  Circars-f-,  will 
render  any  inveftlgation  of  it  that  may  be  fet  on 
foot  by  authority,  difficult  in  its  progrefs,  and  in 
its  iffue  uncertain. 

Many  perfons  imagine  that  there  is  in  Bengal 
ftill  a  vafl  quantity  of  fpecie  i  and  they  found  this 

-[•  Banians  are  native  brokers-,  Shroffs  arc  mopey-changers  and  bankers j 
and  Circai  s  are  clerks  or  writers, 

\oL.  1.  P  opimon 
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opinion  upo?i  the  apparent  fufficiency  of  the  clr- 
cuJation  in  that  country,  without  confidering 
th^^t  the  decay  of  money  manifefts  itfeJf  moil 
iirongly,  by  a  rapid  decline  of  trade,  which  ren- 
ders a  lei's  quantity  of  fpecie  adequate  to  the  ge- 
lieral  demand.  Commerce  is  a  fpontaneous 
plant,  of  a  nature  too  delicate  to  bear  conftraint, 
and  that  cannot  exift  without  the  nourifhing  in- 
fluence of  frctrdom  :  which  again  can  have  no 
being,  in  matters  of  commerce,  without  a  copi- 
ous circul  iticn  of  fome  fign  of  value  ftamp ed  by 
public  authority. 

The  idea  of  an  abundant  quantity  of  money 
ftill  circulating  in  Bengal,  is  chiefly  founded  on 
a  calculation  of  fums  exported  from  Europe  fincc 
the  firfl:  difcovery  of  the  mines  of  Mexico  and 
Peru.  But  notwithftanding  this  exportation  of 
coins  from  Europe,  and  that  new  conquefts  to 
the  northward,  particularly  the  Rohilla  country 
in  1773,  have  poured  into  the  territories  of  the 
Englifh  Eafl  India  Company  frefb  fupplies,  the 
draught  from  this  channel  has  been  more  plenti- 
ful than  the  fources  whence  it  has  been  fup- 
plied. 

The  country  of  the  Rohillas,  fubdued  by  the 
arms  of  the  Company,  was  expofed  at  once  to 
the  avarice  and  opprefTion  of  the  Englifh,  and  to 
the  rapacity,  tyranny,  and  brutality  of  Sujah-ul- 
Dowla.  The  wealth  and  treafurcsof  this  coun- 
try were  feized  by  the  conquerors,  and  the  inof- 
fenCivt  inhabitants  forced  to  abandon  their  native 
foil,  and  to  feck  an  afvlum  in  the  bofoms  of 
other  enemies,  lefs  impolitic  and  barbarous  than 
thofe  from  whom  they  fled.     The  plunder  of  the 

EngliAi, 
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Engllih,  or  of  perfons  adling  under  their  au- 
fpices,  was  computed  to  be  a  million  fterling, 
and  that  of  Sujah-ul-DowIa  certainly  amounted 
to  a  greater  fum.  Thus,  upwards  of  two  mil- 
lions fterlii^g  flowed  from  the  Rohilla  country  in- 
to the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  and  was  eafily  fvval- 
lowed  up  in  the  vacant  gulph. 

It  is  certain  that  fums  furpafling  the  Rohilla 
plunder,  have  fince  been  annually  fent  out  of  the 
Bengal  provinces,  in  all  probability  never  to  re- 
turn again.  Monies  fent  to  China,  Madras, 
Bombay,  B^ncoolen,  the.  Mahratta  territories, 
Java,  Caffmire,  and  other  inland  places,  arc  lefs 
likely  to  return,  than  what  are  fent  to  Europe. 
Nadir-Scha  carried  away  from  Delhi  in  1738,  in 
fpecie,  maflive  ornaments,  plate,  ingots,  &c. 
to  the  value  of  about  40  millions  fterling  :  a  fum 
grpater  than  half  the  bullion  which  before  that 
period  had  been  imported  by  Europeans  into 
Hindoilian,  fince  the  earlieil  difcovery  of  the 
mines  of  America.  Coflim-Ali-Cawn  carried 
awiy  in  1764,  k  treafure  in  fpecie  perhaps  equal 
to  a  quarter,  or  even  a  third  part  of  the  whole 
coin  at  that  time  in  circulation  in  Bengal  and 
Bahar,  The  deficiency  in  the  ufual  imports  of 
bullion,  and  by  exportation  of  filver,  in  the  ten 
years  from  1757  to  1766,  was  more  than  eight 
millions.  Since  that  year,  at  a  moderate  com- 
putation, the  Company  and  private  traders  under 
the  Britifli  conftitution  in  Hindo{ian,  cannot  have 
exported  to  China,  in  coin  and  bullion,  lefs  than 
feven  millions.  The  lafl  war  with  Hyder  Ally 
and  the  prefenc  Mahratta  war,  have  carried  off 
r.bove  three  millions,  in  the  current  coins  of 
P  2  Bengal, 
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Bengal.  Bengal  has  either  ignorantly  or  dlfinge- 
nuoufly  fubmitted   to  a  balance  of  trade  againft 
herfelf  with  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  Malabar, 
and   Guzarat,  which   has   been  liquidated  with 
money.     She  has  been  continually  paying  a  hea- 
vy balance   in  money  to  the  Dutch  of  Batavia, 
for  fugar,  arrack,    and   fpiceries.     Her  opium 
has  not  been  fo  well  hufbanded  as  to  draw  in  her 
favour,  as  it  might  have  done,  a  current  of  trade 
with   other  eaftern   countries.     And  ever  fince 
the  fall  of  diamonds  in  Europe-f,  the  quantities 
of  gold  and  filver  fent  home  as  remittances  by 
the   Company's  fervants,    have  been  immenfe. 
During  thcfe  laft  fifteen  years  there  has  been  ve- 
ry little  filver,  and  no  gold,  imported  from  Eu- 
rope •,  and  fcarcely  any  gold  from  the  eaflward  ; 
neither  has  the  trade  to  the  gulphs  of  Perfia  and 
Arabia  been  fo  conduced  and  encouraged,  as  to 
produce  the  regular  fupplies  of  gold  and  filver 
which  it  had  been  accuflomed  to  yield.     In  fa(5l 
there  lias  been  very  little  gold  coined  in  that  pe- 
riod in  Bengal. 

The  quantity  of  coin  mufl  originally  have 
been  inconceivably  great,  if  thele  continual 
drains  had  not  reduced  it  to  a  narrow  compafs. 
No  computation,  founded  even  on  conjedure, 
can  keep  pace  with  fo  vaft  a  confumption. 
.  The  dread  of  tyranny,  fo  univerfally  cxcrcifed 
in  Afia,  has  indeed  probably  induced  many  of 
the  principal  natives  of  Hindoftan  to  conceal 
their  treafure  under  ground  •,  whence  it  may  be 

■f-  Which  happened  In  confequence  of  the  vaft  difcoverics  of  mines  in 

Brazil. 
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prcfumed,  that  their  fuccefibrs  haveof  bte  been 
digging  ir,  and  by  that   means,  that  they  have 
furnifhed  a  temporary  fupply  to  anfwer  the  faint 
calls  of  an  expiring  trade  :  But  afluredly,  that 
fountain  (if  it  is    not  merely  imaginary)  and  the 
fund  which  it  yielded,  arc  both  now  nearly  ex- 
haufted. — Afiatics  generally  convert  their  rich- 
es into  jewels,  of  which  four  fifths  of  their  trea- 
fures  confift.     Reafoning  from  thefe  matters  of 
fail,  we  may  conclude,  with  a  confiderable  de- 
gree of  probability,  that  the  quantity  of  coin  m 
circulation   before  the  dominion  of  the   Engrjifh 
became  abfolute   in   Bengal,  never   couM    have 
been  fo  very  great  as  many  people  have   been 
taught  to  believe. 

Theflourifhing  ftateof  agriculture  and  manu- 
faflures,  the  high  intereft  of  money,  and  the  fix- 
ed value  of  bullion,  before  the  vaft  fums  which 
have  of  late  years  been  exported  were  taken  out 
of  circulation,  clearly  dcmonftrate,  that  the 
quantity  in  circulation  never  exceeded,  in  any  ve- 
ry great  degree,  that  which  was  requifite  to  the 
current  purpofes  of  trade  :  for  it  has  ever  been 
obferved,  in  all  commercial  countries,  that  when 
the  coin  in  circulation  exceeded  the  nccefTary  de- 
mands of  trade,  their  nominal  values  fell  infen- 
fibly  to  the  market  prices  of  the  pure  metal  con- 
tained In  them,  and  oftentimes  below  it ;  whence 
the  value  of  the  metals  was  conliderably  lef- 
fened. 

Such  is  the  influence  of  authority  ! — The  di- 
minution of  the  value  of  coins  islefs  perceptib'e 
In  the  eftimatlon  of  either  imaginary  or  real  coins, 

than 
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than  in   the  advanced  prices  of  thofe  commodi- 
ties for  which  they  are    exchanged— If  the  di- 
rnm^Oied  quantity  of  coins  has  not  had  that  ef- 
fed:  in  India,  it  is   becaufe  the  prices  of  country 
manuradures,  and  commodities   proper   for   fo 
reign  trade,    have  bafely  and  treacheroufly  been 
upheld  by  pernicious  contrads,  calculated  folelv 
toennch  a  few   individuals,  high   inflation  or 
m  favour,  at  the  expencc  of  their  employers  and 
the  impovenfhed    natives.     By   thefe  contrac5ls, 
all  kinds  of  goods  for  exportation,  and  many  for 
native  confumption,  are  made    to  pafs  through 
the    unhallowed     hands    of    various    rapacious 
agents    until  the  firft    coil  of  many   articles   is 
doubled  before  it   receives  the   Company's  im- 
preffionm  their   export    warehoufes.l- Another 

caufe  why  the  want  of  bullion  has  not  yet  been  felt 
m  all  Its  deilru^^Hve  confequcnces,    is,  that  the 
circulating^  coins  have  from  neceffity  been  made 
a  commercial  commodity,  by  which  the  acquifi- 
tions  of  individuals  are    legally   remitted   from 
lndia._     Manufadures   being  negleded,    a   Jefs 
quantity  of  coins  is  fufficient  to  maintain  a  circu- 
lation.    The  evils  dreaded  from  the  diminifhed 
quantity  of  coins  would  have  appeared  confpicu- 
oufly  before  this  time,  had   not' trade,  agricul- 
ture, and  population  dimini/hed  in  a  ftill  greater 
proportion.     But,    from   a  continuation  of  the 
export  of  coin,  the  evil  day  is  faft  approaching. 
^vh.ch  will  involve  the  Britifh  Eaft  India  Com 
pany  in  the  rum  of  that  people,  over  whom  the 
power  o.t  arms  and  of  fortitude  hath  acquired  a 
dominion,  which  they  have  neither  wifdom  nor 
tirmneis  to  maintain. 


lo 
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In  this  alarming  fituatlon,  the  danger  of  which 
is  probably  the  greater  that  it  is  not  fufpeeced,  a 
remedy  may  ftiU  be  found-,  more  fimple  as  well 
as  efficacious  in  its  nature,  than  thofe  who  have 
imbibed  Afiatic  maxims  from  their  predeceilors 
or  than  defigning  Gomaftahstand  Bamans  will 

be  willing  to  allow.  ^ 

Let  the  natives,  by  cafy  gradations,  be  recon- 
ciled  to  the   idea  of  fupporting,    by  means  ot 
divers  punifhments,  the  authority  of  fuch  ialuta- 
ry  laws  as  are  not  dircdly  incompatible  with  the 
leading  principles  of   their  religious  cafts,  pro- 
feffions,    feudal   tenures,    the   fubordination    ot 
ranks,  and  the  fuperior  dignity  of  thofe  m  pub- 
lic authoritv  -,  which,  in  all  Afiatic  governments 
muft  neceffarily  be  preferved   inviolate.      1  his  i 
believe  to   be  pradicable  :  for  1  prefume,    that 
in  many  inftances  the  prejudices  of  cuftom  and 
education  will  give  way  to  motives  o^/elt-interdt 
and  pcrfonal  fecurity .     Let  markets  be  eftabhfh- 
ed  for  the  produdions  of   agriculture  and   art. 
Fix  one  certain  ftandard  of  coins ;  and  fupply 
the  deficiency  of  the  precious  metals  by  paper 
currency,     the  faith  and  credi-c  ot  government, 
pledo-ed  for  fo  lar^e  a  portion  of  the  circulating 
wealth  of  the  country,  will  operate,  as  the  pub- 
lic (locks  do  in  Britain,  to  fccure  the  loyalty  and 
fidelity  of   the  holders  againft  all  treachery,  and 
all  machinations   in  favour  either  of  foreign  or 

domeftic  foes.  ,.-..• 

If  induftry  receive  not  any  check  m  bartering 
cither  labour  or  goods   for  any  circulating  com- 

f  Goraattahs  ara  a  kind  of  country  brokers. 
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modity  of  eftabliflied  value,  the  redundancy  or 
Jiet  revenue  of  the  lord  paramount,  after  afford- 
ing p'rote6lion  to  the  natives,  may  fafely  be  ex- 
ported, without  doing  any  injury  to  the  country 
from  a  want  of  eqijal  returns:  becaufe  the  com- 
mon courfe  of  trade,  and  the  natural  intereft  of 
the  lord,  will  fecure  a  fufficicnt  fupply  of  pre- 
cious metals  to  give  efficacious  currency  to  bank 
notes.  Thus  the  produfticns  of  induftry  and  in- 
genuity will  find  fo  invariable  a  ftaple,  that  every 
apprehenfion  of  fuperfiuous  produce  will  fubfide  : 
anapprehenfion  which  hasfoofrendifcouraged  the 
labours  of  the  manufadurer  and  hufbandman, 
and  contributed  to  depopulate  the  moft  fertile 
fields  in  Hindoftan. 

The  charges  of  colleding  make  now  an  enor- 
mous defalcation  of  the  Company's  revenues-]-, 
diftreis  the  zemindar  or  renter,  and  opprefs  the 
ryot  or  fub-tenant,  who  are  equally  defrauded 
in  the  exchange  of  money ;  but  the  latter  is  ulti- 
mately loaded  with  the  burthen  of  the  difference 
of  exchange,  as  well  as  with  all  the  gifts  and 
bribes  which  the  zemindars  are  fprced  to  give  to 
chiefs,  colle^^ojs,  and  their  numberlefs  train  of 
harpies,  under  the  denomination  of  dependents 
and  fe;  vanes. 

By  means  of  ftamping  a  fixed  general  value 
upon  coins,  and  of  notes  bearing  effe6tual  value, 
thefe  deflrudive  evils  will  ceafe  ;  and  the  co  lee- 

•f-  In  1771,  by  a  computation,  it  was  Qiewn  that  the  Company's  pro- 
portion 01  thecoUrdfd  evcn'ie  was,  a^levcntecn  ont-haif  to  twenty  two 
one-halt.  The  remain'nt;  five  in  twenty  t<Ao  one-half,  or  twenty  two 
two-thirris  per  cvnt  were  (wallowed  up  in  ihe  chirge.'^  of  coilcftioa  The 
net  revenue  tfiirnited  at  three  one-half  million.-,  makes  the  grof?  reve- 
nue equal  to  four  ont -hUf  millions;  coiifei]uently  one  .million  is  thu": 
wallci'i  ir\  unncce<r*ry  charges.        ,      ■      • 
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tors,  zemindars,  and  traders,  will  be  enabled  to 
remit  their  rents  ,  taxes,  and  properties  to  the 
metropolis,  and  from  place  to  place,  without 
the  expence,  rifque,  and  opnrefiion  incident  to 
the  prefent  mode  of  tranfportation,  and  the  un- 
confcionable,  ufurious  exadions  upon  the  bills 
of  shroffs-]-. 

The  opening  of  channels  for  private  remit- 
tances to  Europe,  would  be  attended  with  many 
advantages  to  the  Company  and  the  Britifh  na- 
tion, and  with  iVdl  more  to  India.  Many  fuch 
channels  might  be  opened,  without  tranrgreffing 
that  line  which  is  drawn  between  the  ex>-lurivc 
commerce  of  the  Company  and  private  trade, 
Forinflance;  as  the  Company's  trade  and  pof- 
feffions  in  India  naturally  tend  to  extend  the  fale 
of  their  principal  commodities  in  Europe,  it  is 
reafonable  to  fnppofe  that  they  may  incrcafe  their 
homeward  inveftments :  which  would  enable 
them  to  introduce  a  legal  and  fecure  modeof  fur- 
niihing  their  European  fervants  m  India  with 
remittances,  to  a  very  confiderablc  amount,  Ly 
annual  bills  ;  whence  folid  benefits  would  accrue 
to  themfelves,  as  well  in  the  exchange  as  in  the 
circulation  of  their  bank-pnper. 

One  e;reat  principle  fhould  be  invariably  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  greater  quantity  of  coins  or  paper- 
money  be  not  thrnfc  into  circulation  than  the 
progrefs  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  com- 
merce, and   population,    neceiTarily  require,  in 

■f-  The  nf>celTary  (lepofit  of  coin  in  the  bank,  will,  upon  any  emergenc}' 
of  inv.ifirin,  01  in'eRint  Cfirnmotior.,  fervc  the  rnoil  uff-ful  pu  polV!-,  and, 
together  with  tiie  (juantity  of  paper  in  circulation,  wil!  tend  to  fecure  at- 
tachment and  fidelity  in  the  people,  from  motives  of  feifintereft. 

order 
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order  to  give  freedom  and  eafe  to  the  exchange 
thereof  from  hand  to  hand      Ar  the  fame  time  it 
in ult  be  allowed,  that  a  fuperfluitv  of  coins,  or 
Gthzr  cunenc- ,  is  not  fo  j^ernicious    as  a  defici- 
ency thereof  i    fince  the    narural   influence   and 
credit  of  every  wile  government,  will  always  be 
able  tofupport  the  circulation  both  ot    coin  and 
paper  to  a  certain  reafonablc;  extent ;  in  as  much 
as  in  the  common  courfe  of  trade  the  fuperfluous 
quantity  of  com  will  gradually  difappear,  until 
the  remaining  quantity  be  reduced  to  a  juft  level. 
I  might  add,  in  confirmarion  of  this  reafoning, 
that  there  are  always  certain  timid  and  avaricious 
people,  who  hoard    up  coins,  through  want  of 
confidence  and  fpirit  to  apply  them  to  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  coina.'e  was  invented — From 
this  general   plan,  of  fixing  the  value  of  coins 
and  eft.iblifhing   a  barik,  maturely  digefted,  im- 
proved, and    carried   into  execution,  an   annual 
revenue  would   arife,  cxceedir-g  half  a  million 
fterling. 

Perfons  who  have  rcfided  long  in  India,  will 
very  probably  affert,  that  it  will  be  impofTible  to 
introduce  any  pradice  into  that  country  which 
interferes  with  cRabhflied  cuftom,  and  which 
gives  employment  to  fo  wealthy  a  caft  as  that  of 
the  Circars,  of  whom  moft  of  the  Banians  and 
Shroffs  arc  a  part.  Gtntlemcn  who  entertain 
this  opinion,  do  not  fufficiently  rtfledl  on  the 
njiture  of  the  human  mind  ;  which  is  of  a  very 
pliant  and  verfatile  nature,  and  which,  through 
the  influence  of  fear,  friendfhip,  or  neceility,  is 
reconciled,  without  any  great  difficulty,  to  all 
circumftances   and  fituations.     Befides,   they  do 

not 
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not  confider,  that  the  prefent  mode  of  negoci- 
ating  the  exchange  and  currency  of  coins,  is  not 
fo  anticnr  as  to  have  become  the  conftant  and  in- 
variable cuftom  of  the  country.  The  greateft 
bankers  and  negociators  of  money  in  the  caftern 
world,  the  Sects  of  Muxadabad,  from  a  low  ftate 
and  origin,  became  the  founders  of  the  prefent 
pernicious  fyftem,  the  commencement  of  which 
cannot  be  traced  farther  hack  than  the  year  1720, 
And  farther  •,  it  is  well  known  that  cither  the 
king,  or  any  of  his  nabobs,  merely  by  a  mandate 
under  his  feal,  could  alter  the  reprcfentations  up- 
on the  coins,  or  reduce  their  real  or  nominal  va- 
lues.—  When  the  fimple  exertions  of  power, 
without  fecuring  the  current  value  of  the  coins^ 
could  {o  effedually  carry  its  purpofes,  what  may 
not  be  expected  from  an  equal  degree  of  power, 
guided  in  all  its  operations  by  a  ftcady  regard  to 
juftice  ?  Add  to  thisconfideration,  that  probably 
two  thirds  of  the  whole  circulation  would  once 
in  every  year  pafs  through  the  Company's  treasu- 
ry, in  the  receipt  of  the  territorial  revenues, 
taxes,  and  duties,  and  alfo  return  into  the  chan- 
nel of  circulation  through  their  European  and 
other  fervants,  whofe  duty  and  intereft  it  would 
be  to  fupport  its  credit. 


1  am,  &c. 
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LETTER    XXXV. 

To  J M — ,  Efqi  London. 

Calcutta,  15  Ociobcr,  1779. 

TO  refl-ore  the  Emperor  of  Hindoftan  to  his 
hereditary  Imperial  throne,  would  be  an 
ad  ofwifdom,  as  well  asof  juftice.  Fromacon- 
dv\C:  To  noble,  fo  generous,  and  juft,  the  Britifh 
nation  would  derive  fuch  a  reputation  for  virtue, 
and  raife  for  themfelves  fuch  a  monument  of 
glory  in  Aii;i,  as  no  nation  hath  ever  attained, 
and  which  in  fad  are  not  otherwife  attainable. 

Since  the  1 8th  of  September  1 773,  the  date  of 
the  treaty  of  Benara,  Hindoftan  has  been  in  a 
flate  of  pcrfed  anarchy,  without  a  conftitutional 
head,  or  any  acknowledged  fovercignty  in  any 
particular  ftate  or  perfon  upon  earth.  Jndecifi- 
on  and  uncertainty  with  regard  to  this  great 
point  of  fovereignty,  have  been  produdive  of 
convuHions,  which  ftill  continue  to  threaten  fud- 
den  deftrudion  to  the  Englifh  Company,  and  a 
ieries  of  revolutions  in  Hindoftan,  more  inter- 
efting  to  Europe  thun  thofe  which  preceded  the 
afccndency  of  the  Company's  government  in 
that  country. 

At  this  time,  the  fovereign  powers  arc  ufurp- 
ed  by  nominal  nabobs,  reprefenting  a  king  of 
Delhi  as  Emperor  of  Hindoftan  •,  their  authori- 
ty beincj  originally  derived  from  the  Emperor, 
but  ftill  limited  and  revocable.  The  Englifti 
Company,  as  treafurers  of  the  empire,  colled  the 
imperial  revenues  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifta, 

under 
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under  the  Fmperor's  foecial  grant  and  authority, 
ill  confideratiou  of  their  fidelity,  loyalty,  at- 
tachment, and  Cervices  ;  and  particularly,  upon 
condition  of  their  being  perpetual  guarantees  for 
the  payment  of  twenty-fix  lacks  of  Sicca  rupees, 
being  three  hundred  and  twenty  five  thoufand 
pounds  fl:erling,  as  an  annual  tribute  from  the 
nabobfhip  of  Bengal,  and  for  the  free  and  per- 
petual poflefiion  of  the  provinces  of  Illiahabad 
and  Corah,  ioiemnly  ceded  and  guaranteed  to 
the  king,  as  a  royal  demefne,  for  the  fupport  of 
his  imperial  dignity. — Such  were  the  conditions 
on  v.'hich  the  nabobs  and  the  Englifh  Company 
received  their  authority  and  privileges  from  the 
court  of  Delhi. 

But  now  the  nabobs  refufe  allegiance,  and  the 
Company  have  not  only  with- held  the  flipulated 
tribute,  but  have  fold  the  provinces  of  Illiahabad 
and  Corah  to  the  nabob  of  Oude,  Sujah-ul- 
Dowla,  a  tributary  and  immediate  fervant  of 
the  empire  •,  who  had  alfo  folemnly  joined  in 
the  former  cefilons  and  guaranty  to  the  king  of 
Delhi. 

Although  the  fovereignty  of  the  emperor  be 
denied,  and  his  rights  with  held  from  him  with 
equal  impolicy  and  injuftice,  his  name  was  nc- 
verthelefs  held  forth  by  the  Company,  as  a  pre- 
text for  demanding  from  other  European  ftates, 
as  well  as  from  natives  and  Britifh  fubjeifts, 
quit-rents,  duties,  and  impofts.  AH  monies  are 
coined  in  his  name  -,  civil  and  criminal  courts 
are  held  in  his  name;  and  in  his  name,  juilice 
continues  to  be  adminiftered  and  executed.  Yet 
the  Englifh  Company  make  war  and  peace,  and 

fupport 
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'  iiipporta  military  eftablifhment,  and  alfo  a  court 
of  fupremc  judicature,  which  ifiues  writs  and 
adminifters  juftice  according  to  the  common  and 
ftatute  laws  of  England,  upon  ex  poft  fr.6lo 
principles,  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. This  court  executes,  with  rigorous  fe ve- 
rity, its  criminal  and  penal  decrees,  and  extends 
its  jurifdidion  as  well  to  the  lives,  liberty,  and 
property  of  the  natives,  who  are  confefPediv 
fubjedls  of  the  empire,  and  within  the  imperial 
territories,  as  to  the  migrating  fubjedsof  Great 
Britain. 

This  government,  the  fyftem  of  which  is  un- 
definable,  becaufe  right,  fad:,  and  form,  are  fo 
manifcftly  at  variance,  cannot  in  the  nature  of 
things,  have  permanent  exiftence.  A  fucceiTion 
of  difcordant  meafures,  fpringing  from  various 
and  venal  fources,  muft  confound  and  counterad 
each  other,  until  the  power  and  influence  of  a 
government,  at  once  fo  iniquitous  and  unftable, 
be  reduced  to  (o  1  )W  a  ftate,  that  neceffity  will 
point  to  its  final  fubverfion,  as  the  only  method 
of  ref^oring  peace,  liberty,  and  happinefs  to  the 
people. 

The  fovereignty  is  beyond  a  doubt  vefled  in 
ShaJi  Allum,  king  of  Delhi. — To  deny  that  fad, 
and  not  to  fupport  the  right  of  that  prince, 
would  be  to  overthrow  all  Britifh  claims  and  pre- 
tentions in  every  part  of  Hindoftan.  Wifdom 
and  found  policy  muft  here  overrule  the  frenzy 
of  avarice  and  ambition.  The  reigning  prince 
is  the  undoubted  fovereign  of  Hindoftan,  being 
the  great  great  grandfon  of  Aurenzebc.  who  was 
the  tentii  (that  reignedj  in  dired  lineal  defcent 

from 
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from  Tamerlane. — The  grand  queftion  concern- 
ing the  fovereignty  being  decided,  another  im- 
portant queftion  may  then  alfo  be  decided  ; 
whether  the  fplendid  fuperftrudture  that  has  been 
raifed  by  the  Englifti  Company  in  India,  be 
founded  on  a  rock  or  on  fand  ? 

The  king  of  Delhi  being  acknowledged  as  the 
fovereign  of  all  Hindoftun,  the  greateft  h>ody 
of  merchants  in  the  world,  by  a  wife  improve- 
ment of  thit  revolution,  v/ould  not  only  pro- 
long its  exiftence,  but  acquire  new  and  unex- 
ampled credit,  wealth,  and  grandeur ;  and  the 
Britifh  nation  ftridlly  allied  to  the  Emperor  of 
Hindoftan,  on  principles  of  juftice  and  mutual 
fecurity  and  advantage,  would  emerge  from  its 
prefent  diftreffes,  and  be  reftored  to  its  former 
power  and  glory. 

Such  is  the  djftraded  ftate  of  Hindoftan,  and 
fo  powerful  many  of  the  princes  who  have  ufurp- 
ed  the  power  of  the  king  of  Delhi,  that  that  po- 
tentate cannot,  by  his  own  power  and  influence, 
recover  his  hereditary  authority  and  dominions. 
But  this  great  objed  he  might  attain  throufrh  the 
powerful  aftiftance  of  Great  Britain.  And  that 
Britain  may  be  induced  to  afford  this  affiftance, 
let  her  be  rewarded  with  a  participation  in  that 
empire,  which  her  juftice  fhall  have  reftored  to 
the  natural  •overeign.  Let  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  be  inverted  with  an  independent  fove- 
reignty over  certain  provinces,  and  let  the  kinc^ 
of  Delhi  enjoy,  as  heretofore,  a  fecure,  undif- 
turbed  dominion  over  the  reft.  Thus  the  poli- 
tical maxim,  divide  et  impcra,  may  be  applied 
in  anew  fenfe,  but  with  ail  its  eftabliftied  autho- 

rityi 
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rity.    A  mutual  alliance  and   jiindion  of  power 
would  render  the  fovereignty  of   both   the  Em- 
peror and  Britain  permanent  in  India,  and  make 
not  only  their  refpedive  fubjcfls,  but  tributary 
princes,  happy  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  perfonal 
fecurity,  and  the    richea  that  'iffue    from  peace, 
agriculture,    and   free    commerce.     How    great 
the  happinefs  of  men  who  had  been  dracraed  from 
fheir  families  to  war   and  rapine,  and   continual 
fubjeds  of  extortion  and  oppreilion,  when  they 
are  enabled  to  return,  without  any  aporehenfion 
of  ever  being  again    torn  from  their'  families! 
■iirhen   they   are  permitted  to  enter,    in    pertLCE 
peace   and    fecurity,    upon    domeftic    induilry 
and    to  enjoy  the   full  profits  of  their   ingenuity 
and  labour  !— Laws  that  fecure  fuch  ineltimablc 
blelTings,  muft  needs  be  objefts  of  their  warmcll: 
gratitude.     They  will  teach  their  children  to  ad- 
mire and  adore  that  wife  fyftem  of  government 
which,    although    it   originated   in    ufurpation] 
hath  made  the  arts  of  peace  to  rife  from  the  hor- 
rors of  war.     Succeffive  generations  would  tranf- 
mit,  with  their  inheritance,  fentiments  of  grati- 
tude to  the  Britifl-i  nation,  which  will  fecure'poC 
terity  againft  a  fatal  encouragement  of  external 
invafions  or  inteftine  commotions  •,  and  the  pro- 
teftlng   ftatc,    regarded,    though  remote,    as  a 
tender  parent,  will  grow    great  and  opulent  by 
the  offerings  which  a  grateful  people  will  chear- 
fully  tranfmit  as  an  annual  tribute,  in  commemo- 
ration of    their  happy    tranfition   from  fivage 
anarchy  and  oppreffion  to  the  enjoyment  of  pro- 
perty,  liberty,  and  life. 

I  am,  &c. 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XXXVr. 
To  J-— ^  M-^— ,  Efq;  London. 

CalcuttCy  Oil.   I7>  177^. 

THE  great  founder  of  the  Britifti  power  and 
influence  In  India,  the  meniornble  Lord 
Clive,  procured  thofe  vaft  conceflions  from  Shah- 
Allum,  the  prefent  king  of  Delhi  and  emperoi* 
of  Hindoftan,  which  have  transformed  a  Com- 
pany of  merchants  into  fovercigns  of  exrenfive 
dominions,  with  a  great  military  regular  t-fti- 
blifhrnent-j-.  By  one  general  and  three  particu- 
lar Eirmaunds,  bearing  date  the  12th  of  Odcber 
1765,  the  emperor  conflituted  and  granted  to 
the  Company,  "  In  confideration  of  thf  ir  attach- 
ment and  fervices,  as  faithful  fervants  of  the  em- 
pire^  worthy  of  royal  favours,  the  office  of  De- 
wannee  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
OrifTa,  upon  condition,  exprefsly,  that  they  en- 
gage to  become  guarantee  and  fecutity  to  him, 
for  the  puni5lual  payment  of  an  annual  tribute  of 
twenty-fix  lacks  of  rupees,  ifTuing  from  the  Na- 
bobfhip  of  Bengal ;  of  keeping  up  a  large  army 
for  the  protedion  of  the  provinces,  and  of  pro- 
viding for  the  expenccs  of  the  Nizamut;  with  a 
perpetual  grant  of  the  refidue,  upon  thefe  con- 
ditions, to  the  Company."  By  one  other  Firmaund 
of  the  lame  date,  *'  and  for  the  fame  confidera- 

■f"  The  CctTipany's  rhilitary  e(\ablifliment  In  Bengal,  MadrSs,  Bom- 
biy  and  Bencoolen,  cxclufuvc  of  their  m»rine,  majf  fee  computed  at  one 
hundred  thduUnd  tnsi*. 

Vol.  L  Q^  tions," 
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tions,"  confirming  a  vague  and  imperfed  Sunniid 
from  the  depofed  nabob  Coffimali-Cawn,  and  his 
fuccefibr  Meer  Jailier  deceafed,  '*  of  the  Chuklas 
of  Burdwan,  Midnapore,  and   Chitt?igong,  and 
the  twenty-four  Pergunnahs  of  Calcutta,  In  per- 
petuity.    Bv    another   Mrmaund,  granting  and 
confirming  the  reverfion  of  l^ord  Clive's  jaghire 
in  perpetuity  to  the  Company,  "in  confideration 
of  fidelity."     Bv  another  Firmaund  of  the  fame 
date,  "  in  exprefs  confideration  of  the  fidelity  and 
good  wiihes  of  the  Erglifii  Company,  the  emper- 
or grants  and  confirms  the  five  Northern  Circars 
on  the  coaft  of  Golconda  and  Coromandel,  to 
them."     By  a  folemn  treaty,  made  and  concluded 
the  i6thof  Auguft  1765, between Sujah-ul-Dowla, 
nabob  of  Oude  and  vizier  of  the  empire,  of  one 
part;  Nudjum-ul-Dowla,  nabob  of  Bengal,    of 
one  other  part ;  and  the  Englifii  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, of  the  third  part;  fealed  and   approved, 
as  a  mark,  of  neceflary  authenticity  and  form, 
by  his  majefty  the  king  of  Delhi;  in  the  fourth 
article  it  is  exprefsly  covenanted   and  ftipulatcd, 
"  That  the  king  Shah  Allum  fhall  remain  in  full 
poflefiion  of  Corah,  and  fuch  parts  of  the  provin- 
ces of  Illiahabad  as  he  now  pofiefies,  which  are  ce- 
ded to  his  majefty,  as  a  royal  demefne,  for  the 
fupport  of  his  dignity  and  expences."     And  by 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  fame  treaty,  the  three 
contracting  powers  folemnly  "  engage  toobferve, 
ftridlly  and  fincereiy,  all   the  articles   contained 
and  fettled  in  the  piefent  treaty  ;  that   they   will 
not  fiif^er  the  iame  to  be  infringed,  diredly  or  in- 
4ire<5l;ly  ;  and  that   they  do  and  will,   generally 

and 
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and  reciprocally,  guarantee  all  the  ftipulatlons 
therein."  And  laftly,  by  a  folemn  agreement 
made  and  executed  between  the  king  of  Delhi 
and  the  Company,  bearing  date  the  19th  Auguft 
1765,  "  The  Company,  in  confideration  of  his 
majefty  having  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant 
the  Dewannee  of  Bengal,  B.ihar,  and  Orifla,  do 
engage  themfelves  to  be  fccurity  for  the  regular 
and  pundual  payment  of  the  annual  tribute  of 
twenty-fix  lacks,  in  the  manner,  and  at  the  time 
fpecifically  mentioned."  That  great  ftatefman 
and  foldier  who  formed  thefe  treaties,  was  guided 
in  this  manner  as  much  by  a  regard  to  juftice  as 
by  a  love  of  his  country  ;  which  principles  are 
by  no  means  incompatible,  but  rather  allied  to 
each  other,  for  as  much  as  the  public  intereft  is 
beft  confulted  by  a  fair  and  equitable  conduit,  on 
the  part  of  government,  towards  all  nations  and 
all  men.  It  is  only  by  extending  and  iirjproving 
the  grand  idea  that  feems  to  have  actuated  the 
magnanimous  foul  of  Lord  Clive,  when  he  treat- 
ed \vith  the  king  of  Delhi,  that  the  Britifh  efta- 
blifliments  in  the  eaft,  can  be  rendered  both  ad- 
vantageous and  permanent.  Friendfhip  and  al- 
liance with  the  Emperor  fhould  be  made  the  ba- 
lls of  all  political  arrangements  in  Britifh  Hindof- 
tan.  But  no  alliance  can  be  firmly  eftablifhed 
without  reciprocal  advantages.  To  make  a  trea- 
ty with  a  friendly  prince  to-day,  and  to  break 
through  the  conditions  of  that  treaty  to  morrow, 
is  an  infult  which  tends  to  convert  him  into  aa 
inveterate  enemy. 

Such  has  been  the  condud  of  the  Eafl  India 

Company's    fervants   towards    the   unfortunate 

Q^  2  ^i"g 


244  TRAVELS       IN 

king  of  Delhi.  Thev  have  withheld  from  that 
prince  the  flipulared  tribute,  and  fold  the  pro- 
vince of  illi.ahabad  and  Corah  to  his  own  prime 
minifter  Sujah-uI-Dowla.  Yet  ftill  they  conti- 
nue to  officiate  as  Dewan,  or  treafurer,  under 
the  grant  and  appointment  of  the  fame  king,  and 
to  appropriate  to  their  own  private  ule,  not  only 
the  furplus  revenues,  but  alfo  his  Majcfty*s  fpe- 
cial  refervations  for  the  fupport  of  his  royal  dig- 
nity and  government. 

Can  thefe  ads  of  flagrant  injuflice  be  defended 
or  even  palliated  on  principleb  of  policy  or  expe- 
diency ^  If  there  lives  a  man  equal  tofo  arduous 
a  tafk,  it  is  the  prefent  governor  general  of  Ben- 
gal. But  even  the  inventive  genius  of  Mr. 
iiaftings,  when  he  attempts  to  defend  the  de- 
tention of  the  king's  tribute,  and  the  infamous 
treaty  of  Benaras  ]-,  labours  and  is  at  a  lofs. 
The  fluency  of  his  didtion,  the  fubtilty  of  his 
reafoning,  the  darknefs  of  his  infinuations  and 
illufions,  avail  nothing  in  (o  plain  a  caufe.  All 
his  reafons  for  mcafurcs  fo  impolitic  and  unjuft, 
are  refuted  by  preceding,  immediate,  and  fub- 
fequent  aflertions  written  with  his  own  hand, 
and  fl:ill  remaining  upon  the  Company's  records. 
All  he  alledges  in  juftification  of  his  condu<5t  is, 
ift.  That  the  king  ought  no%  on  any  pretext,  to 
have  removed  from  the  ceded  provinces  ;  2nd. 
That  he  had  transferred  his  right  in  thcfe  pro- 
vinces to  the  Mahrattas ;  and  3rd.  That  the 
allowing   twenty-fix  lacks  of  rupees  to  go  annu- 

■f-  The  treaty  by  which  the  property  and  pofleflion  oP  the  king** 
pro'irtces  in  the  Duib  were  conveyed  to  the  nabob  of  Oude,  Su» 
jah-ul-Dowla. 

ally 
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ally  to  Delhi,  would  prove  injurious  to  tJic  cir- 
culation of   Bengal.  ,    ,    r 

With  refpecft  to  the  firft  of  thefe  arguments  : 
The  treaty  made  by  the  king  with  Lord  Chve 
in  176,%  isfilent  as  to  the  place  of  refidence, 
and  therefore  implies  that  lAlhi  or  Agra,  fhall 
naturally  continue  to  be  the  place  o^  the  empe- 
ror's abode.  Farther,  that  prince  Ictt  the  ceded 
provmces  with  the  knowledge  and  app.obanon 
bf  the  Company's  governor  and  council,  and 
^^•as  conduced  to  the  frontiers  of  Coran  by  their 
General  in  Chief,  Sir  Robert  Barker,  and  Sujah- 
ul  Dowla,  who  all  of  them  knew  that  tne  kings 
ohjca  was,  to  recover  Delhi  from  the  uiurped 
power  of  Zabda  Cawn,  a  RohiUa  chief;  and 
that  he  had  repeatedly  folicitcd  the  Company  s 
alTiftance  for  that  purpofe.  .  t  •     •  i  *  • 

As  to  the  fecond  :   The  transfer  of  his  right  m 
the   ceded    provinces  to  the  Mahrattas,  was  not 
a  voluntary  deed.     That  nation  extorted  a  grant 
of  thofe  provinces  from  him  when  he  was  their 
prif.ner.     1  hat  this   grant  could    not  be  valid, 
Mr  Haftings  himfelf  allows.     In  a  public  letter 
|>  of  the  fifte'^.nth  January  1773^  ^^T^^',:  '7 
^     the  ceffion  of  Corah  and  llliahabad  by  the  king 
to   the   Miihrattas,  when  he    was  their  prifoner, 
could  not  be  confidcred   as  valid,  having  been 
forciblv  wrefted  from  him  "     And  in  anocher  ot 
the  fuft  of  March  1773,^  he  fays,  -  In  no  Qiape 
can  this   compuUatorv  ceffion  from  the  kit  g  re- 
leafe  us  from  the  obligation  we  are   under  to  de- 
fend thefe  provinces,  which  we   have  fo  particu- 
larly o-uarante^d  to  him,  and  which  his  viceroy, 
Moneer-ul-Dowla,  at  this  time  puts  under  our 

protcdipn. 
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protedlon.  Independent  of  our  own  convlcftion, 
of  the  propriety  of  this  plan,  your  orders  in  the 
fifth  paragraph  of  the  thirtieth  of  June,  1769,  in 
a  fimilar  cafe,  leaves  us  without  an  option." 
Nay,  he  afterwards  avowed  in  council,  that  in 
treating  with  Sujahui-Dowla,  privately,  he  had 
declared,  that,  "  he  was  confenting  to  meafures 
againft  the  peremptory  orders  of  his  fuperiors." 

With  regard  to  the  third  pretext,  the  drawing 
money  from  Bengal  :  In  the  firft  place,  the  fum 
was  not  fo  great  as  to  injure  the  circulation  of 
Bengal ;  a  truth  of  which  Mr.  Haftings  feems  to 
have  been  fully  fenfibleon  many  occafions,  when, 
inllead  of  lacks  he  fent  out  of  that  kingdom 
crores-[- of  rupees.  But  the  truth  is,  the  money 
would  not  have  been  carried  to  Delhi  :  it  would 
Lave  been  expended  in  Bengal  on  arms,  cloath- 
ing,  provifions,  and  coarfe  metals.  Befldes,  in 
the  ftate  of  affairs  at  that  time,  the  intercourfes 
of  trade  would  have  brought  not  only  that  fum, 
but  as  much  more,  down  from  the  extremity  of 
the  empire,  in  exchange  for  the  merchandife  of 
the  Company's  provinces.  General  Sir  Robert 
Barker,  who  feems  to  have  underflood  the  whole 
affair  as  clearly  as  he  feems  alfo  to  have  under- 
flood the  true  principles  of  juftice  and  found  po- 
licy, oppofcd  Mr.  Haflings  in  council  with  an 
honourable  firmnefs,  and  by  folid  reafoning. 
Time  will  prove,  to  the  utter  confufion  of  the 
defpoilcrs  of  treafures,  and   betrayers  of  truft, 

■f-  A  lack  of  rupees  is  one  hundred  thoufand  riiprer,  or  twelve  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds;  and  a  crore  is  one  hundred  lacks,  or  one  Oiiilion 
two  hundred  and  tifty  thoulaiid  pounds. 

that 
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that    their   cobweb    pretences  will   vanifh   l.ke 
fnoke  before  the  funfhine  of  right  and  reafon. 
'tut  what  can  be  faiJ  againft  t^e  Ungua|e  o 
the   unfortunate  king   himfelf,  lo  ^■^^^^,^ 
November  1764,  after  the  batde  of  Buxar . 
Influenced  bv  a  j'ead  of  the  perfidy  and  amhmoa 
of  Suiah  ul  Dowla,  of  which  he  h.d  had  punful 
ot  aujan  u.  ^^  E,ieli(h  will,  con- 

expenence,  he  U)S,      't    1^"=       e  ,      , 

trarilv  to  their  interefts,  make  peace  wi.h  We 
v"  r  +  will  go  to  Oclhi  •,  for  1  cannot  thK,k 
of  rctumin"  agam  into  the  hands  of  a  n.an  who 
has  uM  me  1-0  ill.  The  RohiUas  are  always 
e  mts  to  the  imperious  vizier  •,  they  are  my 
Ss"-Mr.  Haftings  being  then  employed 
inahi'ihftationinBengtl,  could  not  be  .gnorant 
eithe  of  his  remarkable  letter,  or  of  the  d.ftm- 
gled  traits  of  S"J^H  u.^Oowla-^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
perhaps,  .t   was  upon  that    icnowieut, 

^ruftedJo  make  his  o-"/-™"^''!'  ^^d""* 
eafv  and  rapid  means.  He  laid  hs  P'-"  "''^P' 
probed  before  the  lancet,  and   fucceeded.     But 

he  amputated!    ,  ^^,.,        -^.es  always  endea- 

Ambitious  and  warlike  prmccb  ai     y  ^ 

vour  to  conceal  their  ufurpations  under  a  vcmI  ot 

Ipp  rent^ice..  becaufe  other  ftates,  ab.rmed  by 

afts  of  flagrant  injuftice,  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  the 

iniured  pany,  in  oider  to  curb  the  dangerous  am- 

Zn  oFa  Jowetfulneighbour.   Butt  isobv^us 

maxim  of  policy  was  overlooked  by  thefe  clan- 

SlLaL.,  while  the  on-med-  *e 

empire  of  Hindoftan,  over  the  neck  ot  his  matter 

a"cf  fovereign  lord  ;  and  the  other  openly  facn- 

kced  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  nation.     On, 

f  Sujalvul-Dowla,  ^^ 
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the  whole,  it  is  evident,  that  unlefs  juftice  be 
done  to  the  king  ot  Delhi,  and  honourable  repa- 
ration m.T  ie  for  all  hiS  wrongs,  the  Company  have 
foifeitc-d  th'^^ir  office  of  Dcvvan  ;  that  the  nabobs 
of  O'.^de  and  of  Bv.').igal  have  forfeited  their  na- 
hohil:.ips,  th.'ir  efi:a'"es,  and  lives,  as  traitors  to 
their  lawful  lovercign  i  and  that  the  king  of  Delhi 
has  a  fair,  Itrgj',  incontcftible  right  to  transfer 
the  foverfcignty  of  thefe  dominions,  together 
yjith  the  arrears  due  to  him  fiom  the  Englifh 
Company-j-,  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  as  well 
as  the  revenues  of  llliahabad  and  Corah,  ufurp- 
ed  and  ci'Ueded  by  the  Nabob  of  Oude  fincc 
the  date  of  the  infamous  treaty  of  Benaras, 

I  am,  &C. 
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To  J M — -,  Eiq.  London. 

Calcutta^   O^olxr  2S,   1779. 

\ PARTITION  of  the  fovereignty  of  Hindof- 
ton.  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Em- 
peror, and  a  firm  alliance  between  thefe  powers, 
would  be  attended  with  the  greatefl  advantages 

"f-  The  Company's  arrears  of  tribute,  with  country  inferefV  accumu- 
lating from  the  z8th  of  February  1771  to  28th  oi  Ftbiuaiy  1781,  by  an- 
nual (not  monthly)  infialments,  will  amount  to  6,8£;o,ooo  I.  fterling  ;  a 
fum  which  will  greatly  txceed  the  value,  or  coll,  of  all  their  fortifica- 
tions, cantonments  barracks,  and  military  anrl  o'dnance  (lores,  &c. 

The  arirars,  or  lather  the  claim  upon  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  would  be 
«bout  double  tbe  above  amouot,  but  are  iiTecoveiable.        '      ' 

\9. 
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to  both,  and  aUb  with  tranquillity  to  all  the  ra- 
tive  princes  cf  India.  That  the  eftablifhment 
of  fuch  a  compad  ai>d  alliance,  would  be  pro- 
dudive  of  the  greatcft  blefiings  to  all  thefe  par- 
ties, will  not,  I  ioiagine,  admit  of  much  diipute  : 
but  fome  doubts  may  arile  concerning  its  pradi- 
cability.  I  fnall  therefore  endeavour  to  ihew, 
that  it  is  not  impradticable,  and  aifo  how  it  may 
be  effeded. 

Such  is  the  diilrefied  fituation  of  the  unfortu- 
nate monarch  of  Delhi,  that  any  conditions  may 
be  obtained  from  him  j  but,  that  a  cornpa6l  be- 
tween two  fovcreign  powers  may  be  permanent, 
it  is  nece/Tary  that  it  be  juft.  Let  honour  and 
generofity  therefore  appear  in  the  formation  of  a 
treaty  with  the  Emperor,  and  good  faith  in 
maintaining  it. 

By  a  captivating  difplay  of  all  the  virtues,  ac- 
quire the  confidence  of  the  native  powers  of 
India.  There  is  not  in  the  world,  a  race  cf  men 
more  grateful  for  favours  than  the  Hindoos,  or 
who  have  quicker  feelings  of  right  and  wrong. 
Operate  on  the  generous  fenfibility  of  their  na- 
ture. It  will  not  be  difficult,  bv  the  exercifc  of 
humanity  andjuftice,  to  make  them  more  ambi- 
tious of  the  friendfhip  of  Britain,  than  jealous 
of  its  power. 

Towards  elFedllng  the  eftablifhment  of  two 
independent  fovereignties  in  Hindoftan,  it  will 
be  neceffary  to  fecure  the  concurrence  and  co-ope- 
ration of  the  Seiks,  Jauts,  the  fcattered  Rohilla 
tribes,  and  probably  the  court  of  Poonah.  The 
three  nations  firft  mentioned,  will  clearly  per- 
ceive, in  the  meafure  propofcd,  their  own  inter- 
•     '  cflj 
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eft ;  and  the  Marattas  may  be  induced  to  acfree- 
to  it,  by  rewarding  the  concelTions  they  may  be 
required  to  make,  by  fuch  confidciations  as  may 
appear  to  them  of  the  greateft  importance.  It 
may  be  ftipulated,  that  they  fhall  pay  no  tribute; 
that  ail  Maratta  princes  who  have  of  late  been 
injurioufly  deprived  of  their  property,  (hail  be 
reftored  to  their  hereditary  pofieffions-,  that  the 
extended  dominions  of  their  inveterate  enemv, 
Hyder  Ally,  ftiall  be  retrenched,  and  his  power 
limited  within  the  bounds  of  moderation  ;  and 
thit  the  prefent  eftabli(hment  of  their  own  go- 
vernment, (hall  be  foleranly  ratified  and  con- 
firmed. 

An  afTociation  of  power  being  fecured  in  this 
manner,  and  by  various  other  means,  fuperior 
to  that  of  all  the  remaining  flates  of  India,  a  con- 
grefs  or  diet  may  be  confidently  affembled,  for 
the  avowed  purpofe  of  effedling  a  revolution  on 
the  principles  of  humanity  and  juftice. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  render  this 
plan  of  peace  triumphant  over  all  oppofition  in 
India,  let  us  next  confider  whether  it  might  not 
be  fuccefsfully  oppofed  by  the  jealoufy  and  envy 
of  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe. 

The  Dutch  are  not  in  a  condition  to  thwart 
the  meafures  of  Britain  in  India,  by  any  power 
of  their  own ;  but  they  can  co-operate  with 
France  for  the  fame  purpofe,  fo  long  as  that  am- 
bitious ftate  has  fo  convenient  an  eftablifhmcnt 
in  the  Indian  feas,  for  carrying  on  deep  and  dan- 
gerous intrigues,  and  fchemes  of  conqueft  and 
commerce  It  will  therefore  be  neceflary  to  re- 
move that  impending  danger,  by  the  redudion 

of 
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of  the  iflands  of  Mauritius  and  Bourbon,  and  by 
fimplv  feizing  a  pofTelTion  of  right  in  Roderiguo 
and  the  Sevchell  iflands.  The  j^oflefTion  of  Mau- 
ritius and  Bourbon,  will  prove  an  acquifition  of 
greater  utiHty  than  can  yet  have  been  conceived 
in  Britain.  It  will  open  a  new  and  extenfive 
field  for  vending  the  commodities  of  India  to 
foreigners.  It  will  overthrow  all  other  European 
eftablifhments  in  India  •,  and  thus  fecure  that 
country,  hitherto  fo  much  diftra<5led,  from  all 
European  intrigues  and  machinations  for  the  fu- 
ture. It  will  maintain,  without  national  expence, 
the  pofleffion  of  iflands  capable  of  increafing  the 
national  wealth,  and  of  affording  more  fecure, 
more  feafonable,  and  more  plentiful  refrefnment 
to  the  Company's  navigation,  than  St.  Helena, 
Johanna,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  Madagaf- 
car.  No  confideration  whatever  fliould  ever  in- 
duce Great  Britain  to  reftore  to  the  French  Pon- 
dicherry,  Chandernagore,  Mahe,  or  Carrical. 

The  Portuguefe,  although  the  firft  European 
traders  and  fcttlers  in  Afia,  and  that  they  once 
poflefl^ed  a  mofl:  abfolute,  as  well  as  a  moll  ex- 
tenfive dominion  over  the  native  ftates,  have  now 
no  other  eftablifliment  than  Goa  on  the  coaft  of 
Malabar-,  Damain,  which  is  almoft  wholly  aban- 
doned, in  Guzzarat ;  and  the  fmall  Ifland  of  Ma- 
cao, at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Canton  in  China. 
Bandelle,  upon  the  river  Houghly,  has  been  long 
abandoned;  and  the  Poituguele,  having  loil  their 
grant,  have  nothing  to  fliew  in  fupport  of  a  claim 
to  it.  Goa  has  long  been  a  pernicious  receptacle 
for  criminals,  idlers,  and  profl:itutes;  and  ferves, 
under  the  cloak  of  religion,  as  a  fandluary  to  mur- 
derers 
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derers  and  afl'affinsi  which  encourages  the  com- 
niiifion  of  every  crime  vthich  refcntment,  re- 
venge, and  every  outrageous  palTion  can  fuggeft, 
to  che  motley  offspring  of  original  Portuguefe 
and  Hallachores  *,  diverfified  by  indifcriminate 
intercourfe  with  all  the  nations  who,  fince  the 
di'covery  of  the  pafiagc  by  the  Cape,  have  vi(i- 
p:d  the  coails  of  Hind-itan.  The  colour  of  that^ 
generation  is  not  now  to  be  diftinguifned  fjom 
that  of  the  Parria  tribe  j;  but  petticoats,  nnd 
croiTes  fufpended  from  the  necks  of  the  females 
as  fignals  of  fainiliar  accefs,  guide  Europeans  to 
their  embraces  ;  whence  fprings  a  fpecies  of  peo- 
ple of  a  fairer  outfide,  but  with  minds,  if  poili- 
b'e,  ftill  more  diabolical. 

This  mixed  race,  from  the  caufes  T  have  now 
mentioned,  have  fpread  amazingly  over  all  the 
European  eftablifhmentS;  and  are  the  moft  treach- 
erous, dangerous,  a^^d  in  every  refpe(^l:,  the  worft 
people  in  India.  It  is  impoffible  to  rejorm  them  by 
education,  by  airnonition,  or  by  example. 
1'hey  fhould  therefore  receive  every  poflible  po- 
litical difcoun'^enance  J. 

The  eflabifhment  of  Goa,  inftead  of  yielding 
either  public  or  private  revenues,  is  a  dead  |, 
weight  upon  the  incumbered  ftate  of  Portugal  ;  i 
and  if  the  court  of  Lifbon  were  not  reftrained  by 
pride,  they  would  furrender  it  with  pleafure  to 
any  other  power,  and  efteem  that  deprivation  no 
fmill  advantage.     As  to  Macao,   it  is  in   reality 

*  V/rttcl  fdoufcan?  from  every  tribe  or  cafle  in  India. 

"|-  The  I'arne  with  the  Hallachoies 

X  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  ofti-pringof  F-uropeans  by  MoorlHi  women, 
difter  very  matetiilly  from  the  i-'tlel'tab'e  race  I  hive  now  defcribed,  both 
.;a  their  priaciplcs  and  naturai  difpoiiUoiis. 

vnder 
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under  Chinefe  government,  though  nominally 
Portiiguefe.  It  exifts  by  the  occafional  ii(e  which 
is  made  of  its  ports  and  warehoufes  by  other  Eu- 
ropean naMons  :  and  this  is  owing  to  the  diffi- 
dence of  the  Chinefe  in  European  principles,  and 
the  reftraint  which  they  confcqucntly  im^ofe  on 
all  European  commerce  ■]-. 

The  Danifli  Eaft  India  Company  hsving  fold 
their  pofTelhons  to  the  king  of  Denmark,  the 
trade  to  India  is  laid  open  to  individuals.  1  he 
fettlements  ot  Tranquebar  on  the  Coromandel 
coaft,  and  of  Serampore  on  the  river  Iloughly, 
are  too  inconfidcrableto  be  regarded  in  the  lioht 
of  rivals  to  thofe  of  England.  They  would  in- 
fenfibly  diflbive  and  die  away,  if  their  trade  were 
not  carried  on  as  remittances  of  Britifll  fortunes  to 
Europe  Let  but  the  two  independent  Tove- 
reignties  here  recommended,  be  eftabliftied,  and 
the  h:ilf-mouldered  walls  of  Tranquebar  and  Se- 
rampore  will,  within  a  few  years,  fmk  down  into 
rubbifh,  or  become  an  eafy  purchafe  for  the  fake 
of  above  ^0,000  ufeful  manufacturers  J. 

The  tnglilli  Eaft  India  Company  Ihould,  for 
many  obvious  reafons,  obtain,  by  all  amicable 
means,  from  the  Portuguefe,  their  pretenfions  to 
the  Niccabar  Iflands. 

The  injuftice  done  to  Mr.  William  Bolts,  in 
refufing  to  his  Britifh  creditors,  pfter  he  was  de- 
clared a  bankrupt  in  England,  the  benefit  and 
indulgence  of  the  Company's  conftitution,  that 
they  might  recover  to  their  own  ufes,  the  debts 

■f  It  is  remarkable,  that  Enropeans  confifler  the  Chinpfe,  a*  the  rroft 
difin^enuoub  and  periidiouf  people  in  the  world  j  and  that  the  Chinefe, 
in  their  turn,  declaie  that  theyc&n  p'act  no  tt  uft  in  an  European. 

X  Who  lived  io  Tranquebar,  or  in  adjacent  villages. 

o\vin<T 


254  TRAVELS        IN 

owing  to  him  by  natives,  under  pretence  that 
the  trade  whereby  the  debts  were  contraded, 
was  contrary  to  the  Company's  bye-lawsf ,  will 
vindicate,  on  his  part,  the  indulgence  of  a  difpo- 
fition  naturally  vindidlive,  while  he  wreaks  his 
vengeance  at  the  only  period,  and  in  the  only 
place  where  his  knowledge  and  genius  were  able 
to  gain  credit  and  confidence.  Driv^en  to  the 
laft  extremity  of  diftrefs,  he  was  fupported  by 
Britilh  lubjedls  in  London  :  patroniied  by  them. 
Be  offered  his  fervices  to  the  court  of  Lii"bon  ; 
but  they  were  not  accepted.  Difappointed  in  his 
views  in  Portugal,  he  accidentally  procured  a 
commiffion  from  the  court  of  Vienna,  to  form 
commercial  eftablifhments  in  Afia.  A  fpecula- 
tive,  inventive,  and  perfevering  genius,  like 
Mr.  Bolts,  might  have  fucceeded  in  the  cha- 
rader  of  coadjutor  to  M.  St.  Lubin,  in  his  nego- 
tiations for  France  v/ith  the  Marrattas  and  Hyder 
Ally,  and  have  formed  a  coalition  between  the 
German  Emperor  and  the  king  of  France,  dan- 
gerous, in  the  higheft  degree,  to  the  Britifh  in- 
tereft  in  Hindoftan.  But,  as  a  fpeculative  mer- 
chant, he  muft  have  funk  under  accumulated 
iofles  and  charges,  and  never  have  returned  to 
1  .eghorn,^  Triell,  or  Vienna,  had  not  fome  of 
the  principal  members  of  the  Company's  own 
government  in  Bombay  and  Madras,  furnifhed 
him  with  the  means  of  fending  proofs  of  his  abi- 
lities, andof  the  performance  of  his  promifes,  in 

_  t  There  was  a  palpable  Impropriety  in  a  hi?h  and  refpeclable  corpora- 
tion s  defccndinR  to  fi,ew  pcriona)  urrentmeiU^acalnft  an  alien,  who  had 
lK?en  forced  to  difrnir- himfelf  fmm  their  iervice,'  and  had  been  dilgrace- 
iully  rtDQoveri  fiom  thtjr  fclt'.em^  ntsfor  notorious  ofteaces. 

three 
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three  large  fhips  compleatly  laden,  under  impe- 
rial colours,  into  the  Mediterra-  ean.  With  this 
countenance  and  afliftance,  he  has  ereded  about 
fix  flag  ftafFs,  on  which  imperial  colours  are  oc- 
c.ifionally  difplayed  on  the  coafts  of  Malabar  and 
Coromandcl  •,  the  Car-Niccabars  claimed  by  Den- 
mark, and  Rio-de-la  Goa,  on  the  fouth-eaft 
coaft  of  Africa.  The  aififtance  afforded  to  Mr. 
Bolts,  by  the  Company's  fervants,  and  credita- 
ble houfes  in  trade  under  the  Company's  protec- 
tion, was  a  diredl  violation  of  pofitive  orders 
from  the  Court  of  Diredors,  which  were  publifti- 
ed  in  feveral  prefidencies.  A  condudl  fo  injurious, 
and  even  fo  infolent,  calls  aloud  for  cenJ'ure.  To 
deprive  the  delinquents  cf  their  offices,  would 
be  the  moft  mild,  and  at  tlie  fame  time  the  mofl 
effedual  method  ot  defeating  the  fuccefs  of  Mr. 
Bolts's  fchemes  and  operations  in  Hindoftan  here- 
after •,  and  at  the  fame  time,  of  rendering  perfons 
in  the  fervice,  or  under  the  prorecilion  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  more  tender  of  breaking 
through  their  orders,  and  facrificing  their  political 
rights  in  future.  1  am,  &c. 


LETTER    XXXVIII. 

To  J M ,  Efq-,  London. 

Calcutta,  Oclobsr  i'^,   I  7 79. 
MY    DEAR  rRIEND, 

THE  great  number  of  thefe  letters    which 
you  will    receive   at  the  fame  time,  will 
give  you  fomeideaof  my  prefs^nt  manner  of  lifo, 

which 
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v^liich  is  fedcntary;  and,  from  difappointmcnts 
in  my  orfgiiial  obje^bs  in  coming  hither,  princi- 
pally dedicated  to  enquiries  concerning  this  coun- 
try, and  the  fpeculations  whic  h  I  tranfmit  in  fuch 
abundance  to  you,  Sir,  and  through  your  hands 
to  Mr.  R.  W.  and  others  of  our  friends,  who 
are  much  interefted  in  the  affairs  of  India.- — Pro- 
bably, fome  ©f  my  ideas  may  appear  to  my  friends 
chimerical.  I  am  not  infenfible  that  1  am  anima- 
ted by  a  degree  of  enthufiafm  on  the  fubjecl  of 
thefe  letters.  To  be  in  any  degree  inftrumcntal 
in-oh^  ^ftablifhment  of  juftice,  and  all  the  con- 
comitant arts  and  bleffings  of  peace,  in  this  po- 
pulous and  much-injured  country;  to  open  a  few 
hints,  which,  duly  improved,  might  lead  Great 
Britain  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  profperity  and  glo- 
ry, is  a  tranfporting  purfuit,  which  naturally 
roufes  and  warms  the  mind.  Many  things  are 
to  be  changed,  i  acknowledge,  before  the  objedl 
of  that  purfuit  can  be  attained  :  and  projedled  po- 
litical changes  are  generally  ftigmatized  with 
the  epithet  romantic.  But  though  fome  politi- 
cal projedls  may  be  romantic,  all  are  not  fuch. 
To  reje6l  any  fcheme,  on  pretence  that  it  is 
wholly  vifionary,  is  the  ordinary  refuge  of  indo- 
lent minds,  unwilling  to  take  the  trouble  of  ex- 
amining it  clofely,  and  in  all  its  parts. 

Political  have  often  been  compared  to  natural 
bodies-,  and  the  analogy  between  them-  is  very 
ftriking  in  many  refpcds.  But  there  is  this  re- 
markable difference,  that  a  decay  in  the  politi-*- 
cal  is  more  eafily  cured  than  a  confumption  in 
the  natural  body.  If  we  examine  modern  as  well 
as  ancient  hlRory,  we  fhall  find,  that  wifdom  and 

found 
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found  policy  have  in  fad  effeded  more  difficulty 
but  never  more  glorious  revolutions,  ihan  it  is  in 
the  power  of  Great  Britain  to  bring  about  in  the 
great  peninfula  of  Hindoftan.  Have  patience 
with  me,  my  good  friend,  while  I  go  on  a  little 
farther,  with  a  plan  for  fettling  the  afFn'rs  of 
India :  and  in  return  for  this  indulgence,  I  promife 
you  by  and  by,  a  feries  of  more  entertaining 
letters. 

Having  already  given  a  (ketch  of  the  plan  I  pro- 
pofe,  I  come  now  to  fill  it  up,  by  drawing  various 
Jines,  which  may  ferve  to  defcribe  and  limit  the 
different  rights  and  pretenfions  of  all  the  powers 
of  Hindoftan,  whether  fupremeor  fubordinate. 

It  is  propofed  then,  that  the  revenues  of  the 
Hindoftan  empire  fhall  be  raifed  from  the  provin- 
ces of  Delhi,  Agra,  Ajimere,  Sec.  &c.  which  may 
be  called  a  part  of  the  proper  imperial  demefne; 
from  a  renewed  cefTion,  on  favourable  and  ho-, 
nourable  conditions  to  the  original  chiefs  and  their 
defcendants  of  fuch  parts  of  the  Rohilcund  ter- 
ritories as  are  fituated  between  the  Ganges  and 
the  Jumna  -,  together  with  fuch  tributes  from  the 
other  tributary  ftites  as  fhall  fupport  and  main- 
tain on  a  liberal  fcale  the  government  and  dignity 
of  the  empire,  as  well  by  means  of  that  influence 
which  naturally  attends  fovereignty  and  wealth, 
as  by  the  terror  of  its  arms^  in  cafes  of  rebellion, 
or  of  depredation  by  fubordinate  princes,  on 
each  other. 

That  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  fhall  be  in- 

vefled  with  an  independent  fovereignty  over  the 

provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OrifTa,  and  the 

zcmindary  occupied  by  the  Rajah  Cheytfing,  of 

Vol.  L  R  Gauzij^orej 
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Gauzlpore ;    Caunpore,    Benaras,  &:c.  with    all 
their  nghts,  properties,  prerogatives,   privilcrges, 
emoluments,     immunities,     and    dependencies, 
Avith   the   fovereignty  of    the  hilly  province   of 
Catac,  and  of  all  the  en  ft  coaft  of  the  peninfula, 
from  the  province  of  Midnapore,  in  Bengal,  to 
Cape    Comorin,    comprehending  the    northern 
Circars,    the     Carnatic,     Tanjore,     and      Ma- 
dura •,    without  invading  the  rights  of   nabobs, 
rnjahs,.  and  other   legal   pofllflurs,  according  to 
their  original  tenures,  as  feudatories,  tributaries, 
or  dependents  of  the  empire  ;   and  without  vio- 
lating religious  tenets,  cuftoms,  orcaftes,  which 
arc  not  derogatory  to  the  principles  ot  humanity, 
and   the  laws  of  nature.     That   the  crown   of 
Great   Britain  fhall  alfo  receive  quiet  and  undif- 
turbed  pofiefiion  of  all  feas,  and  pradicable  bays 
and  iniets,  from  Ajengo  to  the  river  Indus,  ex- 
cept   thofe     already    adtually  occupied    by    the 
Dutch  and  Portuguei*e,  together  with  the  fove- 
reignty of  the  iflands  of  Bombay,  Salfette,  and 
Caranjar,  the  promontory  of  BafTeen  and  Surat, 
with  all  its  original  appendages — That  the  Ma- 
ratta  ftates  and  Hyder  Ally,  as  well  as  the  other 
princes  who  poflefs   the-  Malabar  and   Guzzarat 
coafts,  fhall  yield  up  to  Britain  all  their  fea-ports 
and  naval  armaments,  never  to  be  re-eftablifhed  ; 
but  that,  it  fhall  be  lawful   to  employ  unarmed 
vefTels  for   the  benefit  and  eafe  of  trade.     1  hat 
the  Britifh  fovereign    fliall    folemnly   engage  tc 
keep,  at  all   times,  a  naval  eftabliflimcnt  on  the 
coaft,  fufficient  to  protedl  the  navigation,  trade. 
and  coafts  of  Hindoftan.     And    that  the  ftates 
furjendering  balTcen  and  Caranjar,  the  fea-ports 

towns, 
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towns,  and  all  the  dependencies  of  Surar,  (h .][ 
receive  fuch  anantiual  luhfidy,  as  Hull  bt  deem- 
ed reafonable,  after  making  an  adequate  allow--* 
ance  for  their  proportions  of  the  bcnefi:s  to  ac- 
crue from  the  naval  eftabliHiinent-}-  to  b^  fup- 
ported  by  Britain.  That  for  the  more  effeituat 
and  permanent  maintenance  of  the  navy,  rhe 
native  princes  fhall  engage  to  fup;»lv'  the  Britiih 
government,  for  ever,  with  all  the  teak  wood 
which  their  countries  produce  mdre  than  is  necei- 
(iiry  for  their  own  private  occafirns,  upon  piyinir 
a  certain  ftipuiated  price  for  the'fame  on  delivery 
thereof,  upon  fuch  parts  of  the  fea- beach  as  are 
acceflible  to  vefiels  proper  for  carrying  it  off. — > 
That  in  confideration  of  the  ceffion  of  Catac, 
and  as  an  equivalent  to  the  Nizam  or  Soiibah  of 
Deccan,  for  relinquiihing  the  claim  to  quit-rent 
from  the  five  northern  Circars,  and  for  the  fo- 
vereignty  of  them  thus  conveyed  to  the  crown 
of  Britain,  that  crown  fhall  engage  to  pay  the 
emperor  an  annual  fubfiiy  of  thirty  lacks  of 
rupees  :  which  fubfidy  fhall  be  paid  in  Britifh 
and  India  merchandize  to  the  value  of  twenty- 
lacks,  and  the  remaining  ten  lacks  in  the  current 
money  of  Bengal.  That  the  emperor  fhall  con- 
flitute  a  complete  military  brigade  under  a  Britifh 
commandant,  ftafFand  ofBcers,  to  be  continually 
flationed  in  the  Duab  and  Rohilcund  :  the  efta- 
bliOimcnt  of  which  fhall  not  be  leCs  than  thirty 
lacks  a  year,  to  be  paid  by   the  emperor  in  the 

•f  The  natural  revenaes  belonging  to  the  eftahlirtiment  of  Stirat,  Vfhcn 
originally  vefted  in  tfte  Company  ;  th'  fe  of  Salfette,  Balfeen,  Carajm, 
Choul,  Carawar,  Ge-iah,  Mangaloor,  &c.  wnuM  greatly  exceed  every 
probable  eftabliftiment  of  a  very  refpectable  marine^ 

R  2  '„a      current 
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current  coins,  with  proper  allowances  for  differ- 
ences in  the  exchange,  by  Tuncaws  or  alngn- 
ments  on  certain  parcels  of  the  revenues  of  thofe 
provinces -j-. — That  the  king  of  Britain  {hall  ftati- 
on  a  brigade  of  at  leafl:  equal  force  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Bahar,  and  the  zemindary  of  Cheytfing  ; 
another  in  Bengal  ;  two  under  the  prefidency  of 
Madras,  and  one  under  that  of  Bombay  :  the 
whole  to  aft  at  all  times  in  concert  with  thofe  of 
the  emperor,  and  as  allies  offenfive  and  defenfive, 
as  well  to  repel  invafions,  as  to  preferve  the 
peace  of  all  Hindoftan,  and  to  fecure  to  tach 
feparate  ft.te,  the  quiet  and  uninterrupted  enjoy- 
ment of  fuch  territories  and  rights  as  fhall  be 
afcertained  by  the  general  eftablifhment. 

That  the  nabob  of  Oude  fhall  be  reftridcd  to 
his  paternal  inheritance  •,  be  excluded  for  ever 
from  Cheytfing's  country  •,  and  that  he  fhall  pay 
a  fixed  annual  tribute  to  the  emperor. — That  the 
original  Rohilla  chiefs  be  reftored  to  the  pofleffi- 
cn  of  all  Rohilcund,  as  tributaries  of  the  empire  ; 
but  that  they  fhall  pay  quit-rents  as  zemindars, 
for  lands  lying  in  the  Duab,  while  in  every  other 
refped  they  fhall  enjoy  the  privileges  and  digni- 
ties of  demefne  lords  ;  and  as  to  the  provinces 
lying  north-eafl  of  the  Ganges,  and  fouth-wefl 
of  the  Jumna,  that  they  fhall  enjoy  them,  on 
,  paying  tribute,  as  feudatories  of  the  empire. — 
That  the  Jauts  fhall  acknowledge  themfelves 
feudatories,  and  pay  a  fmall  annual  tribute  to- 
wards the  general   protedion. — That   the  Seiks 

f  It  is  underftood  that  the  emperor  fhall  have  other  military  eftablifh- 
ments  propoitionrd  to  his  revenues ;  and  that  the  military  eftablifhmenti 
of  the  Other  dates  (hall  be  regulated  by  the  general  lyftem. 

fhall 
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/hall  enter  into  the  general  alliance,  ofFenfive  and 
defenfiv-e,  as  an  independent  ftate. — That  the 
provinces  of  Bundlecund,  thofeof  Gchud,  thofc 
of  Berar,  the  fouhah  of  the  Deccan,  the  king- 
dom of  Myfore  and  its  dependencies,  the  rajah- 
fhips  of  Samorine,  Colaftria,  Bednure,  Sounda, 
Milawar-j-,  dec.  fliall  be  declared  fubjed  to  the 
empire,  and  fhall  pay  tribute, — That  the  Marat- 
ta  ftate,  with  all  its  dependencies,  fhall  hold  of 
the  empire,  and  enter  into  the  general  alliance, 
offenfive  and  defenfive,  with  feparate  ftipula- 
tions  J. — That  the  kingdom  of  Travancore,  and 
the  feveral  petty  dates  on  the  penipfula,  which 
are  at  prefent  free  from  all  fuperiority,  ihall  be 
declared  feudatories  of  the  empire, — And  that 
every  endeavour  be  ufed,  to  unite  in  the  grand 
alliance  propofed,  the  king  of  Candy,  and  the 
northern  tribe  of  the  people  of  the  ifland  of  Cey- 
lon, hut  without  fubmitting  them  to  any  charge 
or  tribute:  an  objed:  probably  of  great  future 
utility,  and  which,  by  operating  on  their  defires 
of  emancipation  from  the  Dutch  government, 
might  eafily  be  effeded. 

It  is  farther  propofed.  That  all  the  articles 
which  relate  to  commerce,  fhall  be  digefted  with 
peculiar  attention  and  deliberation. — That  the 
inland  trade  fhall  be  as  free  as  circumftances  will 
permit ;  that  the  coafting  trade  fhall  be  laid  un- 
der certain  political  reftridions  ;  that  the  export 
trade,  not  coafl-wife,  be   carried  on  with  fpecial 

•|-  Thefe  and  all  other  rajahOiips  to  be  reflored  to  their  refpective  lawful 
princes. 

X  They  (hall  pay  no  tribute  ;  but  they  (hill  quit  claim  to  chout,  beyond 
their  owa  and  iubordinaCe  territories. 

clearances 
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clearances  and  paiTports  from  the  Englifh  Com- 
pany or  the  Bntifh  government. — That  the  king 
of  I'crfiaand  the  Lama  of  Tl.ihet,  be  invited  to 
accC'ie  to  a  general  alliance  cf  mutual  friendfhip, 
zud  fice  iitercourfe  oF  trade,  with  the  emperor 
of  Hindoflan  and  thr.  king  of  jBritain.— rlhat  eve- 
ry pofTible  encojuragt  merit  be  given  to  commer- 
cial intercou^e  by  the  Indus,  the  Jumna,  the 
Ganges-,  and  over  land  v^ith  Candahar,  Caifi- 
mere,  and  other  parts  of  Ferfia,  with  the  Seiks, 
Attghans,  and  other  natives  inhabiting  the  coun- 
tiifs  lying  beisveen  Pcriia  and  I  ibet.— That  a 
cojni'.murdcation  be  opened  bctv/een  the  interior 
provinces,  particularly  Rungpcre,  through  Na- 
pai,  with  Tiber,  for  fine  wool,  gold,  and 
horfes,  in  exchange  tor  Britifh  woollens  and  the 
n-anutac51ures  vf  Ifidia. — Toeftablifha  port  and 
dock  at  Charti{7org,  or  to  obtain,  by  a  fair 
treaty,  fome  fccure  port,  and  alfo  teak- wood, 
from  rhe  king  of  Pegu-|-  —To  obtain  a  right,  by 
airignn  eiit  from  the  crown  of  Denmark,  in  the 
l^viccabar  iflands,  which  will  feive  as  places  for 
the  accommodation  of  vefTels,  for  makint'  (hell- 
limr,  tor  fuinifhing  building  timber,  and  for  ef- 
tabldliirg  an  ufcful  branch  of  commerce  in  bee- 
tle nuts,  cocoa-nuts,  ambergris,  and  probably 
fome  other  profitable  commodities. 

And  lartly,  it  is  propofed.  That  all  controver- 
iies  betvveen  rhe  fubordinate  princes  of  India,  be 
referred  for  ultimate  decifion,  to  the  emperor  of 
Hindoitan  and  the  Britiih   viceroy  reprefcnting 

•^  Teak-wood  may  be  eot  in  abundance,  and  cheap,  from  either  coaft 
^l  Sumatra  i  moft  piobabJy  Irom  the  Andaman,  and  terUinly  from  the 
-Jsficcabar  iflaadsi,       •     ' 

the 
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the  Majeftv  of  Great  Britain  ;  or  by  a  general 
diet  to  be  held  triennially,  alternately  at  Delhi 
and  Calcutta  -,  and  that  all  the  contradlng  pow- 
ers ot  Hindoftan  (hall  conjunaiy  and  leverally 
guarantee  to  each  other,  and  enforce  the  ftnd 
and  faithful  obfervance  ar.d  performance  of  all 
the  articles,  conditions,  and  rtipulations  literally 
expreffed,  or  plainly  implied  in^  the  words  of 
the  grand  treaty  :  fo  that  the  meaning  of  what 
may  appear  doubtful,  may  be  conftrued  agree- 
ably to  the  fair  and  unconftrained  principles  of 
equity,  juftice,  and  the  prefcrvation  of  peace. 

I   am,  &c.  &c. 


I 


LETTER    XXXIX. 
To  J ■  M ,  Efq-,  London. 

Calcutta,  0clober2^,  1779- 

T  Is  a  fad  of  notorietv,  that  the  Eaft  India 
^  Comnanv's  navigation  is  conduced  upon  prui- 
ciples  detrimental  to  thcmfelves,  and  unfervice- 
able  to  the  nation  •,  and  under  fo  little  au- 
thority or  fubordination,  that  the  command  of  a 
ihip  is  confidered  merely  as  a  job  to  accommo- 
date the  man  who  purchafes  the  command  ot 
herf      The  covenants  of  ta  charter  party,    the^ 

+  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  1773. 

folded  upon  the  clear  evidence  -l-<^."-'*^ -7"'^^7"!.f  f^'h'^ac* 
grafs  the  Comrany's  furveyor  ot  (h.pp.a,.,  ^L  ^ole  the.r  fre  ght  ac 
compt.nt.  Sir  R.chard  Holham,  John  Du.an.l,  Efq.  '^f'*  f.'-- ^^arles  Ra^^^^^ 
mond,  ih.w  the  ahufes  and  loires.  and  demonltrate  the  Prop.ety  of 
„e>v.modellins  the  Company's  navigation  on  a  'yf^^.^"^^«"'>;f  >  "^^  .  7°" 
ve.nment  having  the  means  of  .ntormat.on  o"  U.  h.^hell  ---I;  '^'« 
reform  i.  within  theu  knowledge,  nor  can  it   be  effedual  but  by  that^ 

'"P'"°^?°"''''  orders 
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orders  of  the  Court  of  Dire6lors,  and  the  con- 
trouiing  authority  vefted  in  the  prefidencies 
abroad,  have  lb  little  authority  or  influence  over 
mafters  of  fhips  (^where  the  fervice  or  intereft  of 
their  employers  interfere  with  their  private  emo- 
luments) that  they  fcarcely  become  an  objedl  of 
momentary  attention.  The  death  of  feamen, 
and  of  the  Company's  recruits  ;  delays  in  bring- 
ing cargoes  to  the  markets  of  Europe  j  intire 
Joflcs  of  valuable  cargoes  ^  a  total  negle(ft  of  each 
other  in  the  greateft  diftrefs  ;  an  improper  flow- 
age  of  the  Company's  goods,  arifing  from  finif- 
ter  views  of  private  trade  ;  all  thefe  evils  are 
incurred  by  the  Company's  fhip-mafters,  for  the 
fake  of  procuring  a  market  for  a  few  groce  of 
wine  and  porter,  or  for  the  conveniency  of  a 
pafTcnger  who  pays  handfomely  for  an  apart- 
ment, and  the  ftowage  of  a  long  lift  of  packages. 
It  has  been  laid,  that  the  Company,  inftead  of 
chartering  fhips,  intend  to  entertain  a  navy.  I 
am  fully  perfuaded,  that  fuch  a  meafure  might 
be  fo  condudled,  as  to  be  ufefui,  in  a  high  degree, 
to  themfelves,  and  (WW  more  fo  to  the  nation. 
The  enormous  magnitude  of  wealth  and  com-- 
merce,  which  the  Eaft  India  pofTeflions,  trade, 
and  navig.ition,  prcmife  to  pour  into  Britain, 
muft  intereft  the  Britilh  legiflature  fo  heartily  in 
India  affairs,  as  to  make  them  a  primarv  objedt 
of  miniflerial  attention.  It  will  of  courfe  become 
an  important  political  objeA,  to  eftablilh  a  ma- 
rine for  tlie  fervice  of  the  E^ft  India  Company  j 
which  will  be  maintained  at  lefs  than  one  half  of 
the  expence  incurred  by  the  crown,  with  not 
Hiore  than  a  tenth  part  of  that  lofs  of  Britifh  fea- 

jnen, 
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men,  which  is  fuftained  by  the  prefent  fyftem  j 
and  which,  at  the  fame  time,  will  have  a  greater 
influence  on  the  minds  of  the  native  princes,  and 
alfo  extend  greater  protedion  and  fecurity  to 
thofe  dominions  and  that  commerce,  which  a 
royal  navy  is  now  deftined  to  proted:  and  fuc- 
cour.  Thus  may  the  national  expence  be  dimi- 
nifhed,  without  a  reduflion  of  its  naval  power, 
or  even  an  encreale  of  the  charges  of  the  Laft  In- 
dia Company.  If  fuch  a  fyftem  fhall  be  adopt- 
ed, whether  by  chance,  or  from  a  convidtion  of 
its  utility,  it  will  naturally  follow,  that  Bombay 
ihall  be  made  the  principal  dock  and  yard  ;  that 
there  fhall  be  another  for  fhip-building  in  Surat  ; 
and  that  the  Company  fhall  have  a  repairing 
dock  and  naval  yard  on  the  Thames.  By  fend- 
ing from  Britain  all  the  heavy  iron  work  of  the 
fhipping,  cordage,  fail-cloth -f,  anchors,  blocks, 
and  {hip-chandlery  articles,  the  Britifh  manu- 
fadures  will  be  encouraged  as  much  as  they  are 
at  prefent.  A  great  national  benefit  will  arife 
from  the  faving  of  heavy  timber  for  the  ufe  of 
the  royal  navy,  and  the  general  fyftem  will  ope- 
rate as  a  new  mode  of  clear  remittances  to  Bri- 
tain, while  it  will  render  her  lefs  dependent  not 
only  on  Sweden  and  Norway,  but  alio  on  North 
America. 

As  it  would  be  unjuft  not  to  continue  in  pay, 
or  to  purchafe  from  the  owners,  thofe  fhips 
which  were  built,  and  conftantly  employed,  on 
the     faith  of    the     Company's    trade    flowing 

•f"  If  it  fliould  he  thought  political,  there  is  not  a  doubt  but  hemp  may 
be  had  in  abundance  from  the  province  of  Bahar,  and  the  Ceytfing  ze- 
niiadar^.    This  would  rtducc  the  itr.port  of  that  article  from  Ruffia. 

through 
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through  the  ufua!  channel  of  conveyance,  mat- 
ters mult  be  fo  ni.!naged,  that  new  ih'ips  (hall 
be  built  in  the  Enft  only  at  ftvted  periods:  and 
if  the  nurijber  of  (hips  built  th.^rr,  car.not  keep 
pace  with  th^  calls  of  trade,  and  th-  difcba'-ge  of 
contrai^J:  fhips  in  regular  rotation,  the  dtiicicicy 
inulT:  be  nnade  up,  either  by  fhips  huilt  in  the 
Company's  dock  in  London,  or  by  country  fliips 
purchalcd  in  India  •,  a  circumftance  very  unlike- 
]y,  however,  to  happen,  as  k  is  a'nioft  certain,  that 
at  Bombay  and  Surat,  fix,  (even,  or  even  eight 
complete  ihips  may  he  built  annually  for  the 
firft  term  of  eight  years  -|-.  This  period  would 
complete  the  exifting  contra(5ts  :  and  thus,  before 
the  tcnnporary  fhips  built  or  bought  for  the 
Compny  v^ould  be  out  of  their  fervice,  a  ne\y 
n.arine  would  be  completed  of  the  hard,  incor-r 
ruptible  wood,  nnd^.the  ftaunch  manufadlures 
cf  liindollan.  This  kind  of  wood,  to  which  1 
now  allude,  is  not  only  remarkable  for  refifting 
the  deilrudtive  efFedls  of  fea  and  land  vermin, 
but  it  is  even  proof  againft  cannon  balls.  Such 
vtfiels,  therefore,  are  net  only  more  fit  to  run 
from  ten  to  fifreen  voyages  to  and  from  Europe, 
than  /hips  built  in  that  quarter  of  the  world  ;  but 
they  rdio  yield  more  confi.dent  fecurity  againft 
the  -ittacks  of  enemies. 

Th'  fe  fhips  fhould  be  fo  conftru61:ed  in   fc-rm 
and  itref;g*-h,  as  to  be  capable  of  mounting,  on 

•f-  After  the  completion  of  the  nnmber,  it  may  he  prefumci,  that  one, 
•r  at  moft  i\no  new  fhipi  annually,  would  uphold  the  cltablifiifijent ;  and, 
bcCdes  empioyin,-  the  artifi<.er<:,  aixl  operating  as  a  beneficial  remittance, 
it  woald  be  f'.-'viri!^  the  nation  elLntially,  that  the  Company  fhould  build 
two  line  i,f  battle  fiiips,  a-ui  oue  or  two  fritatts  annually,  at  a  futed  price^ 
to  be  accounted  for  by  roverameut.  la  Xh%  territorial  claim. 

any 
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any  emergency,  from  56  to  64  guns,  cf  twelve^ 
eighteen,  and  twenty  tuur  ponndfrs,  and  particu- 
Jar  attention  fliould  be  paid  to  thofe  dellincd  for 
the  Bengal  trade,  vhute  draught  of  water  mull 
neceitarily  leflln  their  buik.  They  fhould  alio 
be  conllrudled  for  the  purpose  of  fail  failing. 

.  As  improvements  of  all  kinds,  which  are  rot 
cafily  ii'corporated  with  old,  may,  witho  t  dif- 
ficulty or  danger,  he  adopted  in  [he  fornatic-n' 
of  a  new  fyftcm,  the  EaP:  India  Companv's  ma- 
rine nn^ghr  be  conftituted  on  a  plan  i'  finitely 
more  perfed  than  that  of  any  naviil  eftabiilhmenc 
exiftlng.  Jpor  this  purpofe,  the  Company  fhould 
avail  thcmfelves  of  all  ths  genius  and  expe- 
rience, both  of  their  own  and  other  countries. 
.  »Should  the  eftablifhment  of  an  Eaft  India  ma- 
rine ever  become  an  objed  of  ftrious  deliberation, 
I  fhould  hqmbly  fubmit  to  the  corjfideraLion  of  the 
Company,  the  obfervations  I  have  already  made 
in  this  letter,  and  alio  the  following  propcfals. 

That  (eamen  in  the  Eaft  India  Cornpan^^'s  fer- 
vice  fhall,  at  all  times,  be  exemped  from  beinjr 
imprcfTed  into  the  royal  navy; — that  an  hofpital 
ih  II  he  eftablifhed  in  Britain,  into  which  feamen 
maimed,  or  otherwife  difibled  in  the  fervice,  fhall 
find  an  afylum  for  life,  and  into  which  the  Poplar 
hofpital  fhall  be  incorporated;  —  that  feamen, 
ferving  faithfully  for  a  certain  number  of  years, 
fhall,  if  incapable  of  further  laborious  fervice,  be 
entitled  to  that  afvlum  ; — that  one  other  hofpital 
for  difabled  Lafcars,  Portuguefe,  and  marine 
Sepoys,  beconllituted  on  the  ifland  of  Bombay  ; 
that  to  the  end  fuch  feamen  may  meet  with  due 
encouragement:  on  the  one  'fide,  and  the  Com- 
pany's 
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pany'sTervicebe  regularly  and  cfFedlually  perform- 
ed at  a  reafonable  rate,  in  proportion  to  the  ad- 
vantages and  fecurity  which  it  offers,  on  the 
other-,  parliament  fhall  indulge  the  Company  with 
an  exclufivc  excrcifc  of  fuch  marine  bye-laws  as 
fhall  not  violate  the  facred  principles  of  the 
Britifh  conftitution,  but  which  may  have  the 
happy  tendency  to  reduce  that  tifeful  clafs  of 
people  to  a  ftate  of  temperance,  obedience,  and 
dutyi — that  one  third  part  of  the  complement 
of  every  fhip's  company,  ftationed  in  India,  (hall 
confift  of  Lafcars  and  native  Portuguefe  jand 
that  the  marines  ferving  on  board  (hall  be  com- 
pofed  of  fuch  fepoys  as  have  refolution  to  over- 
come, without  the  exercife  of  compulfion,  their 
native  fuperftitious  prejudices  -f:  a  meafure  not 
only  falutary  to  the  Europeans  ferving  in  thofe 
warm  climates  on  board  the  fame  fhips,  but  par- 
ticularly faving  to  the  Company's  finances,  and 
their  provifionsj. 

That  the  matters  and  officers  fhall  wear  an  uni- 
form, and  have  rank  in  India ;  that  they  fhall 
rife  by  gradations  to  the  highefl  flations  (except 
that  of  an  admiral,  who  fhall  be  an  officer  of  that 
rank  in  the  royal  navy,  and  be  vefted  with  the 
chief  command  of  the  flationary  naval  eflablifh- 
mcnt  for  three  years,  or  until  relieved)  with  a 
coiiflant  power  of  refervation  in  favour  of  fuperior 

"f*  An  eftablifhment  of  a  corps  of  fepoy  marines  nnay  become  the  moft 
ufeful  body  of  men  in  India,  as  they  will  at  all  times  be  equally  capable 
©f  rer^/ipg  on  land,  and  ready  to  goby  fca  from  one  prefidency.to  another, 
for  defence,  or  to  jo  upon  any  foreign  expedition  j  which  the  generality 
cf  fepoy  corps  will  not  readily  lio,  if  at  all. 

t  The  monthly  expenceof  a  Lafcar  fo!di«r  in  India,  including  his  pro- 
vifions,  will  not  exceed  twcntj  (hillings. 

merit. 
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merit,  and  an  exception  to  perfons  declared  in- 
competent. 

That,  as  the  fhip's  admeafurements  are  always 
a  ftrong  prtfumptive  proof  of  what  their  holds, 
&c.  ought  to  contain,  in  order  to  prevent  abufes,' 
every  package  fhipped,  either  in  Europe  or  Afia, 
fhail  be  meafured  by  a  fv/orn  officer;  or  that 
packages  fliall  be  made  of  certain  eftabliilied  di- 
menfions,  that  when  the  lading  is  completed,  the 
quantum  on  that  officer's  book  fhall  ftand  as  a 
cheque  on  the  fhip's  officers  in  (lowing  the  cargo, 
Allowances  may  be  made  for  goods  that  are  not 
meafurable  in  packages  by  ftated  rules* — That 
the  captain  and  each  officer  fhall  give  in  fair  and 
corred  journals  of  every  voyage,  defcribing  the 
courfes,  currents,  variations  of  the  compafs,  bear- 
ings of  hejid-lands,  eminences,  points,  bays,  &c, 
foundings,  and  fuch  remarks  as  may  tend  to  af- 
ford additional  knowledge  of  winds,  currents, 
fhoals,  and  coafts  -,  and  that  perfons,  properly- 
qualified,  fhall  be  appointed  to  revife  and  examine 
thefe  journals,  in  order  to  extrad:  fuch  new  infor- 
mation as  they  may  be  found  to  contain,  of  pub- 
lic utility  — That  the  Company  fhall  be  conftrain- 
cd  to  bear  the  charge  of  two  fmali  vefTels,  com- 

*  It  is'notorious,  that  (hips  can  carry  a  larger  quantity  of  tons  In  mer- 
chandize than  the  carpenter's  admealuremcnt,  and  that  this  proportion 
increales  more  in  large  than  in  fmail  veffels.  Experience  will  prove  a 
guide,  as  well  as  a  cheque  on  the  ftowage.  On  this  principle,  and  the 
rule  of  prad^ice,  the  Company's  freight  may  be  brought  home  confiderably 
tinder  twenty  pounds  per  ton  on  an  average,  for  ail  their  inveftments, 
which  generally  colt  ihem,  with  domorrat^e,  &c.  above  thirty  eight  pounds 
per  ton.  Mr.  Snodgrafs  eftimifes  at  thirty  two  pounds,  exclufiveof  de- 
morrage,  and  the  demorrage  may  he  computed  at  fifty  four  thoiifand 
pounds  annually  on  an  average,  equal  to  a  fifth  pait  of  the  chartered  and 
furplus  tonnage  freipht,  which  on  an  average  of  twenty  years,  from  1753 
to  1771,  amounted  to  two  hundred  ninety  oae  thoui'aad,  four  hundred  and 
eighty  two  poun'is, 

pletely 
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pletely  provided  with  navigators,  aftronomcrs* 
inrtruments,  and  other  neceflaries,  for  furveying 
_  with  preciilon  and  accuracy,  the  coafts,  and  ex- 
amining the  changes  and  couifts  of  currents, 
from  the  Cape  ot  Good  Hope  to  China,  and 
thence  by  the  ifland  of  Seram,  and  the  Moluccas, 
to  the  fourh-weft  extremity  of  Madagafcar  ^ — 
and  that  fuch  ufeful  improvements  as  the  Dwtch 
and  French  have  eftabli filed  in  thfir  trading  fhips 
for  t!ie  more  pcrfeft  accommoda:ion  of  officers 
and  feamen,  as  well  as  in  the  art  of  navigation, 
fhall  be  adopted. 

,  That  \n  time  of  profound  peace  in  Europe, 
the  Company  (hall  maintain  a  navy,  to  confift  of 
four  fhips  of  the  line,  as  many  ftout  frigates, 
and  fix  faft  faih'ng  armed  packets,  befides  three 
packets  conftantiy  communicating  between  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  (as  the  relidence  of  an  agent) 
and  St>  Helena,  and  occasionally  with  Britain 
and  Indii. 

That  in  cafe  of  a  French,  Dutch,  or  Spanifh 
war,  or  open  hoftility,  the  Company  (hall  enter- 
tain ten  fliips  of  the  line  §,  and  as  m.any  capital 
frigates,  hefides  the  ordinary  eftablifhment  of 
country  and  St.  Helena  packetSj  with  their  pro- 
per complement  of  feamen,  Sec. 

\n  further  coniider^.tion  whereof,  and  of  the 
management  and  ufeful  provifion  made  for  fea- 
men in  the  Company's  fervice,  that  the  govern^ 
ment  fhall  requiih  its  claim  to  Greenwich  hofpi-^ 
tal  money  from  all  their  feamen  j  and   fhall   fur- 

§  Thefe  will  Tcrre  alfo  ar.  convoys  to  anri  from  KuropP,  provided  that 
fquadrons  of  the  royal  navy  ciui  to  for  t  hern  ofl' the  Azores,  and  accompany 
'hem out  a* far  asMaceiia,  or  clear  of  the  Bay  of  Bifc?.}'. 

thermore. 
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thermore,  bv  law,  enable  the  Company  to  retain 
and  dedud  after  the  rate  of  five  per  cent*  en  all 
wages,  rating  ail  degrees  of  perfons  according 
to  the  ftand.ird  v/ages  of  able  feimen,  to  accumu- 
late  as  a  fund,  and  to  be  veiled  in  truftees,  with 
the  powers  of  a  body  cory^orate. 

J'hat  ev^ery  mariner  m.imed  in  adion,  or  by 
accident,  in  the  execution  of  duty,  or  Avho  fh?.!!, 
for  feven  years  fucceffively,  ferve  the  Compjn)'s 
marine,  and  allow  the  five  per  cent  rate  ;  or  who 
in  their  Icrvice,  by  age  or  natural  infirmity,  is 
rendered  Incapable  of  further  fervic^^  fhali  be  en- 
titled to  the  afylum  of  the  Con^pany's  hoipital 
for  the  remainder  of  his  natural  life  ;  and  that  the 
widows  nnd  children  of  feamen,  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances  fhall  be  provided  for-f. 

That  feamen  thus  difabled  and  penfioned,  hav- 
ing wives  or  children,  may,  at  their  option^  with- 
draw with  their  wives  and  children,  and  in  lieu 
of  penfion  in  the  public  hofpital,  receive  forty 
fhillings  per  quarter,  fending  regular  certificates. 

That  the  wages  and  effed:3  of  ran  feamen,  of 
perfons  dying  without  known  kindred,  and  ge- 
nerally, all  marine  forfeitures  in  the  fea  fervice, 
fhall  be  appropriated  to  this  fund,  with  reafonaline 
refrrvations  to  favour  legal  claimants. 

That  the  furplus  or  unappropriated  monies 
which  have  arifen  from  theinterefl:  of  Lord  Clive's 
bounty,  iliall  be  ceded  to  this  fund ;  the  concur- 
rence of  the  prefent  Lord  Clivc,  and  the  releafe 
of  his  reverfionary  claim,  being  obtained. 

-f-  Widotv.  may  be  \iftfuliy  fmrlnyrd  as  nurfer,  &c.  in  hofpitsls; 
chiUiren  (male)  put  to  common  fchool;  wiitiin  ihe  horjiital,  until  qu.-.lifi^d 
to  become  apprentices  to  the  lea,  fo  fii  -rnak'^rs,  caulS^'-r;;.  block-makers, 
r»pe-makeis,  blacki'miths,  S;c.  aftcrz/a-iis  they  may  terve  t.he  Company. 

Inat 
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That  a  benefadion  of  500].  to  this  horpital, 
fhall  intitle  the  donor,  during  life,  to  one  vote 
in  all  queftions  and  ele(5lions  in  the  Indla-Houfe, 
as  a  proprietor  of  ftock ;  for  a  bcnef  adlion  of* 
loool.  two  votes,  together  with  an  exclufivc 
privilege,  in  either  cafe,  to  vote  by  proxy. 

That  governors,  prefidents,  counrfcllors,  and 
captains  of  capital  fhips,  fhall  on  their  appoint- 
ments to  thefe  ftations,  engage  to  fink  certain 
proportional  fums  in  this  tund ;  and  that  agents 
for  the  fale  of  prizes  in  time  of  war,  fhall  ac- 
count to  the  truftees  for  a  certain  proportion 
of  their  commiiTion  to  be  funk  into  this  fund. 

That  as  reduced  feamen,  although   unfit  for 
heavy  labour  on  fhip-board,  may  neverthelefs  be 
capable  of  uleful  fervices  and  labour  on  iliore  j 
and  as  fuperannuated  officers  may  find   eafy  re- 
treats in  fuperintending  different  departments  in 
tht  public  hofpital,  there   fhall    be    eftablifhed, 
within  the  precindts  thereof,  an  academy  for  the 
inftru6tion  of  children  of  invalids  and  Company's 
feamen,  and  orphans,  in  the  theory  and  pradlice 
of  navigation.  Sec.  and  that  a  rope-work  and  fail- 
makers  loft  fhall  be  conftruded,  and  block- ma- 
kers, oakum-pickers,  &c.  be  appointed  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Company's  marine  ;  which  would  con- 
fiderably  lighten  the  charges  of  the  hofpital  f . 

I  am,  &c.  &c. 


•f  On  a  !oofe  calculation  it  h.\5  been  computed,  that  after  a  certain 
term,  this  public  fpirited  and  charitable  inftitution  would  give  comfortable 
protection  to  more  than  one  thoufand  penfioners  conftantiy,  befides  that  it 
■would  be  a  nurfery  for  youths  for  the  fea,  and  profeflions  relating  thereto. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XL.  ^ 

To  J — M — : ,  Efq  i  London. 

Calcutta,  O^obcr  29,   1779* 
rr^HE  ifiand  of  Mauritius  is  fifua- 


X,  ted  in  the  20th  degree  of  f  lUth 
latitude,  and  ^G  eaft  longitude  from  London.  It 
is  of  a  circular  figure,  mountainous  in  the  centre 
and  flat  around  the  coafr,  containing  about 
100,000  Engh'fh  acres.  The  foil  is  but  unkindly, 
of  a  brick-colour,  and  in  fome  parts  ftrongly  im- 
pregnated with  iron  ore.  There  are  fome  large 
rivers,  which  rife  at  the  bottom  or  in  the  fides  of 
the  mountains.  There  is  not  above  one  fifth 
part  of  the  country  under  cultivation,  the  re- 
maining four  being  mountainous  or  filled  with 
woods.  There  is  on  this  ifland  fome  good  build- 
ing timber,  and  a  great  deal  of  ye" low,  black, 
and  party-coloured  ebony.  This  laft  fpccies  of 
ebony  is  reckoned  to  be  of  value,  and  is  never 
burnt,  as  the  others  frequently  are.  There  i<  a 
fmelting  manufadory  for  the  iron  ore,  and  fume 
powder  mills.  There  are  in  Mauritius  two  or 
three  fugar-plantatiors,  and  it  has  produced  very- 
good  cotton  and  indigo  :  it  is  indeed  to  thefe  two 
Jail  mentioned  commodities  that  the  foil  fcems 
bed  adapted.  All  the  tropical  fruits,  plants,  and 
roots,  are  raifed  here^  but  they  are  neither  fo 
luxuriant  nor  fo  highly  flavoured  as  thofe  of 
Bourbon,  nor  {o  abundant  as  to  ferve  the  inhabi- 
tants four  months  in  the  year:  their  fupplies 
for  about  eight  months  in  twelve  come  from 
Vol.  I.  S  Bourbon, 
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Bourbon,  the  Cape'of  Good  Hope,  Batavia,  and 
Europe. 

The  fpiceries  of  Ceylon,  Amboyna,  and  Ban- 
da,  promife  to  flourifh  in  this  ifland.  In  the 
pari/h  of  Pamplemonfe,  the  king  of  France  main- 
tains, at  a  confidcrable  expcnce,  and  in  good  con- 
dition, a  fpacious  botanical  garden,  divided  into 
four  parts,  reprefenting  the  great  quarters  of  the 
earth  -,  in  which  the  trees,  fnrubs,  plants,  flow- 
ers, herbs,  roots,  &c.  of  each  are  refpedivcly 
planted  -,  pieces  of  wood  being  fixed  in  the  ground 
by  each,  defcribing  its  name,  native  country, 
and  qualities.  In  this  garden  cinnamon  and 
cloves  thrive  amazingly.  All  around  the  ifland 
(except  fmall  inlets  oppofite  to  fome  bays^  at  a. 
tolerable  diftance  from  the  fliore,  there  is  a  reef 
of  coral  rock,  which  flielters  the  intermediate 
fpace  of  water,  makes  it  quite  fmooth  and  ferene, 
and  prevents  the  formation  of  fuch  heavy  furges 
as,  rolling  and  breaking  on  the  fliore,  might  ren- 
der landing  difficult,  if  not  impradicable. 

The  fields  and  wood  abound  with  deer,  hares, 
rabbits,  and  flying  game.  The  inhabitants  are 
remarkable  for  their  hofpitalit)^,  and  the  ladies 
who  are  natives  of  this  ifland,  for  their  beauty. 

Mauritius  is  the  metropolis  of  the  French 
African  iflands,  the  chief  feat  of  government, 
the  emporium  of  commerce,  and  the  afylum  of 
exiles  from  France.  The  inhabitants  are  not  fo 
independent  in  their  circumftances,  nor  fo  eafy 
in  their  minds  as  thofe  of  Bourbon,  although 
they  aflfedt  more  drefs  and  gaiety,  and  have  bet- 
ter houfes  and  furniture.     Every   third  perfon 

you 
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you  meet  of  a  fair  complexion,  wears  at  his  but- 
ton-hole the  order  of  St.  Louis. 

As  the  pofition  of  the  town  of  Port  Louis,  and 
the  fortifications  defending  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  are  well  known,  I  fhall  not  give  any 
particular  defcription  of  them.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, but  obferve,  that  the  pradVice  of  warping 
fhips  into  that  port,  is  merely  a  political  ftrata- 
gem,  intended  to  imprefs  the  world  with  a  notion 
that  it  is  of  the  mofi  difficult  accefs.  The  paf- 
fage  for  fhips  is  clear  and  eafy,  and  every  after- 
noon during  the  28  days  I  was  there,  there  was 
a  conftant  fteady  and  brifk  gale  diredlly  into  the 
harbour. 

The  ifland  of  Bourbon  is  fituated  in  the  2  ifl 
degree  of  fouth  latitude,  and  54th  eaft  longitude 
from  London.  Its  figure  is  nearly  circular.  Per- 
haps there  is  not  a  (yet  on  the  face  of  the  earth  fa 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  naturalills  as  this  illand. 
]t  contains  three  high  mountains,  which  are  of- 
ten feen  at  the  diflance  of  30  leagues  :  and  are 
the  higheft  land  I  ever  faw,  except  the  Pike  of 
Tenerif^e.  On  the  fummit  of  one  of  thefe  moun- 
tains, which  is  in  the  fouth-eaft  quarter  of  the 
iiland,  there  is  a  volcano  which  frequently  emits 
fmoke,  flames,  and  afhes.  This  volcano  exhi- 
bits an  awful  but  beautiful  profpedt  at  nirht, 
when  it  vomits  flames,  and  fills  the  (urrounuing 
heavens  with  particles  of  fire.  Uf  the  three 
mountains  of  Bourbon,  this  alone  is  barren  and 
uninhabited.  The  mountain  which  is  reputed 
the  highefl,  rifes  in  the  centre  of  the  ifland,  and 
to  the  northward  of  it  appears  a  ridge  of  hills, 
called  the  Falaifes,  one  lide  of  which,  boldj 
S  2  abruptj 
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abrupt,  andfublime,  forms  aftupendous  precipice, 
in  perpendicular  heighth  two  thoufand  French 
fathoms,  overhanging  a  large  river,  which  fome- 
tlmes  glides  fmoothly  along,  and  at  others  falls 
in  rough  cafcades.  In  refpeft  of  fize,  Bcurbon 
is  nearly  equal  to  Mauritius.  The  foil,  which  is 
in  fome  parts  black,  and  in  others  gray,  is  fuper- 
Jatively  fruitful,  and  improves  in  quality  in  pro- 
portion as  it  approaches  even  to  the  tops  of 
eminences  and  mountains.  The  v.'indward  fide, 
and  the  quarter  of  St.  Lufan  on  the  eaft  fide,  are 
Jevel  lands  watered  by  very  fine  rivers,  particu- 
larly the  great  river  d'Abord,  which  precipitates 
itfelf  into  a  diftrid  the  moft  beautiful  of  the 
whole  ifiand,  but  where  the  landing  from  the  fea 
is  difficult  and  full  of  danger. 

In  the  latitude  of  tv/enty  one  degrees  this  If- 
liind  produces  wheat,  cabbages,  turnips,  carrots, 
artichokes,  peale,  beans,  and  garden  fruits  and 
roots  equal  in  fize  and  flavour  to  any  1  ever 
faw  in  Europe.  It  produces  alfo  the  fugar-canc, 
coffee,  cotton,  indigo,  and  all  Weft  India  fruits, 
fuperior  to  any  I  ever  faw  in  any  of  the  American 
iflands.  JLs  rice  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  either 
Carolina  ;  and  its  mangoes  are  equal  to  any  in 
Hindoftan.  The  poultry  are  the  largeft  I  ever 
faw,  and  in  every  refped  excel  thofe  of  all  other 
countries. 

The  ladies  of  Bourbon  are  remarkably  tail, 
and  elegantly  formed  •,  their  complexions  beau- 
tiful red  and  white,  and  their  features  the  moft 
(delicate  and  handfome  that  can  be  imagined.  ]n 
figure,  complexion,  and  features,  the  men  refem- 

ble 
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ble  the  women,  only  that  the  former  are  more 
mufcular. —  I  dwell  a  littJe  on  t]\e  extraordinary 
beauty  of  the  natives  of  the  il'land  of  Bourbon, 
becaufe  it  Is  a  very  fmgular  circumiiance,  to  find 
elegance  of  fliape,  delicacy  of  features,  and 
bloom  of  complexion,  united  in  the  torrid 
zone. 

The  pafture  cf  this  ifland  Is  not  v^'ell  adapted 
to  the  breed  of  fheep,  but  it  abounds  with  goats, 
fmall  horned  cattle,  and  fniall  hardy  horfes. 
The  inhabitants  of  Bourbon  are  ftill  more  hofpi- 
table  than  thofe  of  Mauritius.  They  are  frank, 
chearfu!,  and  polite  with  more  finccvlty.  Every 
repaft  begins  with  aglafs  of  brandy,  and  the  ta- 
bles are  plentiful  and  elegant,  being  furnifhed 
with  butcher's  meat,  and  a  great  variety  of  fowls, 
fiih,  and  vegetables. 

But  the  enjoyments  of  the  gay  and  foclal  Inha- 
bitants of  this  enchanting  ifie,  are  mixed  with 
fufferincs  unknown  in  the  moft  barren  and  inhof- 
pitable  countries.  Contented  and  happy  In  the 
company  of  one  another,  they  might  well  defpife 
that  contempt  In  which  they  are  held  by  the  poor 
noblefle  of  Mauritius,  becaufe  forfooth  they  are 
not,  in  general,  of  noble  extradlcn  :  but  they 
fuffer  feverer  misfortunes  In  that  iron  govern- 
ment under  which  they  live  ;  the  depredations 
of  their  rebellious  runaway  flaves,  who  occupy 
fome  of  the  Inacceffible  mountains  ;  but  above 
all.  In  thofe  frequent  hurricanes,  which  ravage 
their  country  from  January  to  April  or  May. 

The  diftance  from  Bourbon  to  Mauiitlus  is 
about  thirty  fcven  leagaues,  which  Is  run  from 
the  latter  to  the  former  in  the  fpace  of  from 

eighteen, 
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eighteen  to  twenty  four  hours  :  but  to  return  to 
Mauritius  from  Bourbon  takes  up  a  month,  at 
the  leafl  fourteen  days,  unlefs  in  the  hurricane 
feafon,  vvhen  tiie  wind  is  more  variable. 

The  Seychell  or  Mahe  illands  lie  a  few  leagues 
north  eaft  from  the  north  end  of  Madagafcar. 
The  French  took  pofTeffion  of  them  fince  the 
laft  war,  and  Rationed  in  them  a  party  of  foldiers. 
They  were  before  uninhabited.  They  yield 
fome  tropical  provifions,  and  a  great  many  tur- 
tle, with  other  fifh. 

In  the  ifland  of  Seychell  there  is  a  very  fafe 
and  commodious  deep  bay,  with  excellent  an- 
chorage, where  fhips  may  wood  and  water  with 
great  eafe  and  fafety. 

At  a  very  fhort  diftance,  I  believe  lefs  than  a 
league  from  the  iiland  of  Seychell,  lies  that  of 
Prafline.  The  foil  of  each  is  reprefented  as  ex- 
cellent :  the  land  throughout  flat,  and  is  faid 
to  grow  fome  large  timber  proper  for  building. 
Thefe  iflands  are  remarkable  for  producing  the 
tree  which  yields  a  kind  of  cocoa-nut,  r^prefent- 
ing,  in  the  moft  ftriking  manner,  the  figure  of 
ji  human  breech,  thighs,  &c.  having  a  foetid 
fmell  from  an  aperture  of  the  fundament,  like 
that  of  human  excrement.  The  Indians,  ftruck 
with  this  reiemblance,  formerly  fet  an  enormous 
value  u^^on  thefe  nuts  •,  but  fince  the  French 
traders  furnifVied  the  market  with  them  more 
plentifully,  they  have  loft  much  of  their  eftima- 
tion,  together  with  their  rarity. 

As  thefe  iflands  arc  capable  of  raifing  abun- 
dance of  proviilons,  fhecp,  goat,  and  horned 
cattle,  a  fettlement  might  be  made  on  them, 

very 
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very  convenient  for  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, if  this  pafl'age  fhoLild  be  adopted  by  their 
navigation  at  thofe  feafons  when  the  inner  paf- 
fage  bctv/een  Madagafcar  and  the  continent  is 
4nipra(5licable.  1  am,  &;c. 


LETTER    XLI. 
To  J M ,  Efq;  London. 

Calcutta^  Nov.  2,  1 779. 

THE  French  African  iflands  may  be  made 
ufeful  to  the  Englifh  Eail  [ndia  Company, 
and  the  Britifh  nation,  in  various  refpeits,  and 
the  inhabitants  at  the  fame  time  rendered  more 
happy  than  they  ever  were,  or  can  be,  under 
their  own  government.  Such  of  the  produdions 
of  thefe  iflands  as  are  proper  for  the  India  mar- 
ket, might  be  tranfported  thither  in  return  for 
rice,  cotton,  cloths  of  all  qualities,  wrought 
filks,  and  fome  flaves.  The  ebony  might  be 
fent  to  the  China  market,  India,  and  Europe. 
The  other  articles  proper  for  exportation  might 
be  fent  to  the  Briti(h  market,  under  the  fame  re- 
flridlions  and  imports  that  are  laid  on  the  produce 
of  the  Britifh  colonies  in  America,  in  fliips  char- 
tered by  the  Eaft  hidia  Company,  or  regiftered 
in  their  name,  Thefe  iflands  would  ferve  as 
places  of  refrefhment,  out  and  home,  and  for 
fupplying  fhips  vvith  cattle,  hogs,  poultry,  ve- 
getable-, roots,  fruits,  flour,  and  bifcuit,  all  of 
the  beft  quality,  and  excellent  water. 

The 


28o  TRAVELS       IN 

The  ifland  of  Mauiitius,  as  I  have  hinted  In  a 
former  letter,  may  be  made  a  tree  port,  tor  the 
fale  of  india  goods,  on  fuch  conditions  as  to  fe- 
cu'-e  a  conitant  mart  for  India  manutadures  •,  to 
fupply  the  Company's  dominions  with  afufficient 
qua.-.tit)'  of  bullion  ■,  to  raile  a  capital  revenue, 
b  /  an  impoft  ro  the  Company  •,  to  procure  cafy 
ar.d  furc  rt  mirtances  both  to  the  Company  and 
to  i;aiividuals ;  '"o  lecure  the  Englilh  dominions 
in  'ndia  rgainft  French  intrigues  and  invafions  •, 
and  in  g'tneral.,  to  improve  the  v/ealth  which 
Bri*-aia  has  a  right  to  claim  from  its  pofTclIions 
in  the  eaflern  h^mifphere. 

Bur  you  will  douhtlefs  obferve,  thit  it  is  more 
cafv  to  point  out  the  advai^tages  Great  Britain 
mighr  reap  from  the  poflclTion  of  thcfe  iflands, 
than  to  point  out  a  pjode  by  which  ti  at  pofiefTioa 
might  be  acquired. — 1  am,  well  informed  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Mauritius  and  Bourbon  are  by  no 
means  well  affeAed  to  the  French  government  ; 
and  that  they  have  the  higheft  notions  of  that 
Jibertv  and  happirefs  which  is  enjoyed  under  that 
of  Britain. — In  order  to  acquire  the  fovereignty 
of  the  French  African  iflands,  it  will  be  proper 
for  Great  Britain  to  improve  this  difpofition  in 
the  natives  \  to  cultivate  their  goad-will  and  at- 
tachment, firft,  by  inviolable  affurances  of  pro- 
teding  their  lives  and  properties  by  the  freedom 
of  a  mild  and  juft  political  conftitution  •,  fecond- 
Jy,  by  pr(;pofing  to  their  voluntary  acceptance, 
a  plan  of  a  temperate  and  juft  civil  government  j 
thirdly,  as  the  French  are  in  general  averfc  from 
di  inking  ftrong  wines,  to  promife  them  a  fpeci- 
?1  indulgence  of  imporJng  French  wines,  in  re- 

giftered 
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giftered  fhips,  or  ihofe  of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, on  ex,  rels  conditions  of  their  paying  a 
certain  dut;  to  the  crown;  fourthly,  to  obviate 
all  difficulties  arifing  from  the  ticceflary  ftoppage 
of  the  paper  currency  now  in  circulation  -f  y 
fitrhlv,  to  give  freedom  to  abfent,  commonly 
called  runaway  flaves,  who  fhall  affiil  m  the  re- 
dudion,  and  who  (hall  fubmit  to  certain  condi- 
tions, to  remain  obligatory  on  them  and  their 
pofterity  -, — to  pay  the  value  of  their  flaves  to 
capitulant  owners  in  the  following  proportions, 
viz  two  eighths  of  their  appraifed  value,  for  fuch 
as  fliall  have  been  abfeut  five  years,  or  more ; 
three  eighths  for  abfentet  s,  from  three  to  five 
years  •,  four  eighths  for  abfentees,  from  one  to 
two  years  ;  five  eighths  for  abfentees,  above  fix 
months  to  twelve  months  ;  and  fix  eighths  for 
abfentees,  from  three  to  fix  months,  antecedent 
to  the  inveftment  of  the  ifland  •, — to  allot  diftricfts 
of  interior  lands,  together  with  the  freedom  of 
cukivaton,  to  thefe  freed  people  and  their  pof- 
terity  ;^,  upon  condition,  that  on  their  parts  they 

•f"  It  is  poiTible  to  do  this,  by  purchafing,  at  a  medium  price  or  rate 
of  cxchangt,  the  paper  currency  for  the  lad  eiglitetn  monlhs;  by  forth- 
with calling  in  the  whole  of  the  notes,  and  only  receiving  fuch  as  were 
in  a6\ual  circulation  before  the  fiege  ;  by  iffuing  others  on  the  credit  of 
the  conquerors  in  thtir  Head. — It  will  be  faither  ntcefiary,  that  comniif- 
iaries  be  appointed  by  the  cnnciuerors  and  conquered,  who  fliall  jointly  af- 
certain  the  quantity  and  'he  value  of  the  paper  currency,  which,  by  an 
article  in  the  c.ipitulation,  fhall  lie  over  till  a  peace  Nor  muft  the  con- 
querors ifTue  any  more  nous'han  the  exacl  valueof  thofe  in  aflualcircu- 
lation  before  the  Hepe,  v/hich  lum  llull  continue  in  ciiculation  until  a, 
treaty  of  p^ace  fhall  determine  the  fate  of  the  iflai^ds  :  and  then  both  na- 
tions murt  ftipulate  to  the  holders  of  the  notes,  the  lionourable  dilcharge 
of  them  by  payment  in  gold  and  filver  coin,  at  the  current  prices  thereof, 
and  at  the  rpcdiuin  ellimation  of  p4[)er  cuntncy  flipulateJ  in  or  at  the 
time  of  the  capitulation 

X  Thefc  freed  people  ought  not  to  he  reflrained  from  ptirchafing  flavec 
for  fervice  ;  but  they  may  purchale  temalet,  oa  cocditjon  of  their  marry- 
ing only  one  wife. 

fhall 
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fhall  be  bound  within  certain  limited  times  after 
regular  notice  is  conveyed  to  any  of  their  chiefs, 
to  apprehend  and  deliver  up,  all  future  fugitives, 
in  confideration  alfo,  of  a  proper  premium  from 
the  owner  for  each. 

It  is  farther  propofed,  that  fuch  of  the  crown 
ilavcs  and  properties  as  fhall  be  thought  ufelefs 
to  remain  to  the  public,  fhall  be  fold,  with  a  pri- 
vilege to  thofe  who  are  fold,  to  chufe  their  maf- 
ters,  or  to  endeavour  to  procure  fuch  as  they  (hall 
wifh  to  ferve  -,  that  the  produce  of  fuch  fales  be 
applied  to  the  laft-mentioned  freedoms ;  that  the 
deficiency  fhall  be  paid  by  the  Company,  and 
levied  by  afieflments  in  five  or  feven  years  on  the 
inhabitants,  the  intereft  being  rated  on  the  advance 
at  fiv^  per  cent,  per  annum.  And  laftly,  that  the 
code  noir  remain  in  force,  unlefs  altered  by  the 
general  confent  of  the  governor,  council  and  de- 
legates of  the  people. 

In  this  plan  for  reducing  the  French  iflands  in 
thefe  parts,  I  have  omitedtodefcribe  towns,  har- 
bours, fortifications,  bays,  inlets,  and  roads. 
Thefe  you  will  find  particularly  defcribed  in  the 
accompanying,  letter  to  Governor  Haftings,  dated 
"  Tov/n  Prifon  of  Port  Lewis,  In  the  Ifle  of  France 
the  J  7th  Nov   1773.'* 

I  have  hazarded  an  opinion,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Frer.ch  African  iflands  might  be  in- 
fluenced, by  propofing  to  their  acceptance,  a 
planofajufl:  and  tempente  government:  per- 
haps you  may  do  me  the  honour  to  think  the  fol- 
lowing correfpondent  to  this  defcription. 

That  the  capitulants  fhall  enjoy  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  the  natural- born  fubjc(51s   of 

Britain  i 
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Britain;  in  which  will  be  comprehended  the  free 
and  uninterrupted  exercife  of  their  religious  cere- 
monicrs  and  iaith. — That  the  parochial  churches 
fhall  be  ufed  alternately,  as  is  the  cafe  in  fome 
parts  of  Switzerland,  for  the  fervice  of  Protef- 
tants  and  Roman  Catholics  -,  that  there  fhall  be 
but  one  Proteftant  and  one  Romifh  clergyman 
to  two  adjoining  parifhes,  and  that  their  ftipends 
fhall  be  equally  afTefled  and  divided. — That  the 
apoftolic  mifJionaries  fhall  be  received  with  all 
poiTible  favour  and  refped,  as  being,  of  all  the 
orders  in  the  Romifh  church,  the  moft  pure  in 
their  morals,  and  mofl  difinterefted  and  fincere  in 
their  religious  zeal. — That  inheritances  fhall  de- 
fcend  according  to  marriao^e  contrails,  and  the 
coutume  de  Paris. — That  new  fubjeds,  once 
taking  the  oaths  to  alienate  their  landed  proper- 
ties, by  fale  or  donation,  during  the  war,  nor  for 
the  term  of  five  years  after  the  ratification  of  a 
definitive  treaty,  (if  the  iflands  fhall  then  remain 
to  the  crown  of  the  conquerors)  unlefs  in  marriage 
portions  to  natural-born  fubjctfts  of  Britain,  or 
capitulant  fubjeds,  or  by  legal  defcent  as  eftates 
of  inheritance-,  but,  that  they  may  let  lands  or 
houfes  on  leafe,  with  the  confent  of  the  governor 
and  council,  upon  condition  that  the  leflbr  fhall 
reflde  at  Icaft  three  months  in  twelve,  in  fome 
part  of  the  Britifh  dominions-,  that  the  rent  re- 
ferved  be  no  more  than  three  perfons  of  compe- 
tent knovdedge,  one  to  be  named  by  the  gover- 
nor, fhall  attefl  upon  oath ;  and  that  the  rent 
fhall  be  made  payable  either  in  the  ifland,  or  in 
fome  place  under  the  crown  of  England  •  and  fur- 
ther, that  the  parties  themfelves  fhall  make  oath 

that 
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that  the  peace  is  not  fraudulent,  and  intended  to 
defeat  the  conditions  of  the  capitulation,  and  that 
there  is  not  any  conditional  fale  implied. — That 
the  iflands  (hall  be  comprehended  in  :he  Compa- 
ny's charter,  and  that  they  (liall  enjoy  fpecial  pri- 
vileges in  them,  but  that  the  fovereignty  fhali  be 
vefted  in  the  crown. —  fhat  their  produce  (hall 
be  tranfported  in  the  manner  already  mentioned 
to  Biirain,  coniigned  to  the  Company,  dedudt- 
ing  fifreen  per  cent,  from  the  grofs  fales,  in  lieu 
of  freight,  commiffion,  warehoufe-rent,  broke- 
rage, and  all  other  charges,  except  infurance 
and  crown  duties. — That  the  Company  ihall  fur- 
nifli  them  in  return,  with  fuch  commodities  from 
Britain,  as  may  be  neceflary  for  carrying  on  their 
families,  charging,  in  lieu  of  all  charges  and  in- 
furance, feventeen  and  an  half  per  cent. — That 
upon  {hipping  the  produce,  the  Company's  trea- 
furer  faall  furnilh,  if  required,  caih  for  a  ftipu- 
lated  proportion  of  the  whole,  for  bills  drawn 
by  the  owners  on  the  agent  appointed  by  the 
Company  in  London  to  negociate  thefe  matters, 
and  payable  in  four  months  after  fight, — That 
the  remainder  of  the  net  proceeds  fhall  be  ac- 
counted for,  with  the  account  fales  and  account 
current,  after  fuch  goods  as  are  ordered  in  return 
are  fent. — That  the  planters  fhall  be  at  full  li^ 
berty  to  cultivate  their  refpedive  t  lantations  to 
the  befl:  poflible  advantage  to  themfelves,  provid- 
ed that  the  commodities  produced  are  not  con- 
trary to  the  ftatute  laws  of  Great  Britain,  for  regu- 
lating the  commerce  and  navigation  of  that  nation. 
That  all  the  iflands  fhall  be  fubjed  to  one  go- 
vernor geaeralj  there  being  lieutenant  governors 

and 
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and  diftindt  councils  in  each.  That  one  third 
part  in  number  of  each  counct],  may  conftituti- 
onally  be  capitulnnt  fubjedts,  profefling  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  faith. —That  thefe  fevera!  govern- 
ments fhall  have  diftindl  powers  to  cnad  laws 
and  ordinances,  for  the  good  government  and 
internal  police  of  the  iflands  refpecflively,  with 
the  confent  of  the  governor  general ;  and  that 
fuch  laws  fhall  have  force  fo  long  as  they  fhall 
not  be  difallowed  by  the  fupreme  council  of  In- 
dia, or  the  Court  of  Diredors,  in  all  matters  re- 
lating to  trade  ;  or  by  the  crown,  in  matters 
concerning  the  fundamental  rights  of  perfons 
and  of  property. — That  when  public  taxes  are 
wanted,  each  divifion,  or  parifh,  fhall  nominate 
two  delegates  to  reprefent  them  in  a  general  af- 
fembly,  who  ihall  meet  twice  every  year  in  the 
metropolis  of  each  ifland,  to  aflefs  fuch  taxes 
upon  the  people,  as  fhall  be  thought  neceffary 
and  adequate,  by  and  with  the  confent  of  the 
council  and  governor  general. — That  each  pariih 
fhall  have  veftries,  to  take'  cognizance  of  leffer 
affairs,  with  power  to  aflfefs  fuch  v/ays  aod  means 
as  the  refpedive  circumftances  of  each,  and  its 
immediate  police,  may  require  from  time  to 
time,  fubjed;  to  the  revifion  of  the  governor  and 
council. 

That  free  merchants,  i;^-der  fpecial  covenants, 
be  encouraged  :  But  that  haukcrs,  pedlars,  and 
foreign  itinerants  -j-,  be  totally  diicountenanced, 

■f  By  itinerants,  1s:lneant,  afet  of  F'rcach  aE(dS>yifs  wSgranf',  carrv- 

Ing  paccodils,  which  they  yeijdJolhc  count-y;  fuch  asinfeltcr'  ihe  ceded 
iflands  in  the  Wed  Indies,  'during  the  laft  peace,  vei  v  mucli  to  the  difcou- 
ragem?nt  of  f^ii  trade  and  the  man«f»ftur«5  of  JBviUin,  aud  sjfainlt  the 
fecurity  of  the  iflaiids. 

as 
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as  Tuinous  to  the  people  in  general,  corrupters  of 
fiaves,and  dangerous  to  thefecurityof  th^  iflands. 
Thus  have  1  reduced  and  fettled,  under  British 
government,  the  French  African  iilands  ;  a  mea- 
sure which  was  elTentially  neceflary  to  the  per- 
manency of  the  Britifh  Settlements,  and  the  ge- 
neral tranquillity  of  Hindoftan.         I  am,  &;c. 


LETTER    XLII. 
To  J M ,  Efq.  London. 

Calcutta,  November  5,   1779. 

THE  numerous  idands  Icnov/n  by  the  name 
of  Niccabar,  run  from  north  to  fouth 
abreaft  of  the  weft  entrance  of  the  ftraits  of  Ma- 
lacca. The  moft  foutherly  of  thefe  is  nearly 
oppofitc  to  Achen  Head,  on  the  ifland  of  Su- 
matra, which,  in  a  ferene  morning  or  evening, 
is  within  its  view,  an4  lies  in  about  the  five  one- 
half  degree  of  N.  latitude.  The  moft  northerly 
is  fituated  N.  lat.    10  degrees. 

Thefouthern  Niccabar  iftands  are  the  leaft  va- 
luable, and  have  not  yet  been  claimed  by  any  Eu- 
ropean power  J  but  the  Danes  pretend  to  have 
a  right  to  the  moft  northern  of  thefe  iilands,  call- 
ed the  Car-Niccabarsi-j4\nd  have  had  mifTionaries 
upon  them  for  fe venal  years,  but  without  at- 
tempting to  make  any  eftabliftiment,  or  to  de- 
rive from  them  any  commercial  advantage.  Mr. 
Kelts,  in  the  couife  of  the  current  year,  has  ta- 
ken poflelTion  of  the  largely  a'hd  befb  of  thefe  if- 
lands, and  exalted  the  Imperial  flag;  in  the  name 

of 
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of  the  Emperor  of  Germany.  But  the  Danifh 
government  of  1  ranquebar,  on  the  coaft  of  Co- 
romandel,  have  protelted  againft  that  ufurpation, 
and  a  correfpondence  thereon  has  been  carried  on 
between  them  and  Mr.  Bolts. 

In  this  ifland  there  is  a  commodious  port  for 
the  entertainment  of  fhips   in  all   feafons,  and 
there  are  feveral   other  excellent  and  iafe  bays, 
where    whole    fleets   may    anchor.      The   moft 
foutherly  of  all  thefe   iflands,  has  a   large  bay, 
where  the  Pintade   lay  in  twenty   fathom  water, 
at  the  diftance  of  half  a  league  from  the  (liore. 
Upon  founding,  we  found,  that  on  a  clear  fandy 
bottom,  a  fhip  could  ride  within  a  cable's  length 
of  the  beach  in  favtn  fathom  water.     We  entered 
this    bay  through   the  weft    channel,  called  St. 
George's  channel,  between  the  large  ifland  and  a 
Jefl'er  one  to    the    northward.     In  this  entrance 
there  is   a  fmall   ifland  which    fecures   the   bay, 
along  which  a  fhip  may  pafs,  within  a  piftol  fliot, 
in  twenty  fathom  water.     There  is  another  fmall 
ifland   in   the   eaftern  channel,    through   which 
fliips  go  out.     The  large  bay,  or  rather  the  ca- 
pacious bafon,  v/hich  lies  within  thefe  iflands,  is 
divided  into  three  feveral  bays,  each  of  which 
affords  a  fafe  and  commodious  retreat  for  veflcJs. 
Our  fliip  was  piloted  by  the  .natives  into  the  cen- 
tre bay.     The  greateft  difficulty  we  encountered 
in  this  place,    was  the  v^ant  of  v/ater.     The  in- 
habitants, however,  fliewed  us  two  very  fmall 
ftreams,  iflliing  from  fprings  at  the  foot  of  two 
hills  ;  at  the   fame  time  telling  us,  that  there 
were   feveral  fine  rivulets  in  the  ifland,  in   the 
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bays  to  the  fouthward,  and  in  the  bay  next  to 

that  in  which  we  lay 

The  centre  of  the  ifland,  and  the  fouth  eaft 
and  fouth  fides,  we  were  told,  were  well  inhabit- 
ed This  ifland  produces  plantains,  a  fpecies  of 
•Wild  yams,  cocoa-nuts,  beetle  nuts,  beetle-leaves, 
mangoes,  lemons^  limes,  &c.  The  people  raife 
poultry  and  hogs  in  great  abundance.  They  gave 
me  fome  very  fine  eanes,  of  an  appearance  and 
taft'  which  indicated  qualities  very  proper  for 
making  good  fugar.  They  fold  a  pettiaugre-j- 
load  of  cocoa  nuts,  beetle-nuts,  and  beetle-leaves, 
for  about  a  fathom  of  coarfe  blue  linen,  of  the 
value  of  ten  pence  or  twelve  pence.  The  do- 
meftic  du'ghill  fowls  are  fmall,  but  fufficiently 
cheap,  for  we  purchafed  them  for  about  the 
value  of  three  far'hings  in  linen,  for  a  piece  of 
an  old  iron  hoop,  or  a  large  nail.  Tobacco, 
pieces  of  old  iron,  knives,  fcifl'ars,  or  gimblets, 
would  have  purchafed  any  thing  they  poffefTed* 
For  ambergris,  for  wild  pigeons,  for  wood,  for 
labour,  &c.  &c.  they  take  in  barter,  linen,  red  and 
blue  ftriped  cheques,  and  coloured  handkerchiefs. 

There  is  a  kind  of  pigeon  on  this  ifland,  which 
I  never  fav/  in  anv  other  Country.  It  is  of  a  deep 
blue  colour,  and  has  the  feet,  claws,  and  walk 
of  a  parrot.  Its  head,  neck,  body,  and  tail, 
are  thofe  of  a  pigeon.  I  conceive  this  bird  to  be 
a  mongrel  breed  of  the  wild  pigeon  and  the  par- 
rot. Thefe  iflands  abound  with  birds  of  the  moft 
variegated  and  beautiful  plunlage.  I  was  parti- 
cularly flruck  with  a  moft  elegant  fpecies  of  the 
^ong  tailed  paroquet,  which  is  there  very  com- 

•f  A  fpeclcs  of  water-carriage. 
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mon.  The  coafts  abound  with  fifhes  of  various 
kinds,  which  the  natives  either  kill  with  lances, 
or  catch  with  hooks  made  of  bones  and  fhells. 
The  bays  in  thefe  parts  are  covered  to  amazing 
depths  with  fhells  ;  and  as  in  fome  places  the 
reflux  of  the  fea  leaves  great  fpaces,  at  regular 
intervals,  open  and  dry  ;  and  as  the  iflands  all 
around  the  coafts  arc  covered  with  wood,  all 
India  might  be  fupplied  thence  with  fhell  lime 
at  a  very  eafy  price.  Good  building  timber,  a-id 
even  the  hardeft  teak-wood,  may  be  procured 
there  on  very  moderate  terms.  And  from  the 
wood  of  the  lances,  and  the  paddles  of  the  boats, 
which  I  carefully  examined,  I  do  not  in  the  lead 
hefitate  to  conclude,  that  the  Niccabar  iflands 
contain  certain  fpecics  of  wood  of  a  very  hard 
texture,  capable  of  receiving  a  high  polifli,  and 
very  proper  for  houfehold  furniture. 

The  harbours  and  bays  of  the  Niccabar  iflands 
command,  at  all  times,  the  bay  of  Bengal  and 
the  fliraights  of  Malacca ;  and  are  well  adapted 
to  affbrd  to  the  navigation  into  thofe  feas,  pro- 
tection againft  tempefl:uous  feafons,  and  thofe 
unavoidable  accidents  to  which  it  is  expofed  by 
contrary  winds,  calms,  currents,  and  other  ca- 
fualties. 

The  canoes  or  boats  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Niccabar  iflands,  are  from  fifteen  to  forty  feet 
long  J  from  eighteen  to  forty  eight  inches  in 
width ;  and  from  about  eighteen  inches  to  three 
feet  deep.  Their  conftruftion  is  uniform,  both 
fides  being  perfectly  alike  in  every  refpedl. 
Their  form  is  calculated  for  going  faft;,  with 
wonderful   fkiil  and  exaftnefs  :  and  though  it 
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woiild  be  extravag.int  to  affirm,  that  the  Nlcca- 
barians  are  acquainted  at  all  with  mathematics, 
yet  are  their  fmall  vefTels  conftrucled  for  faft  fail- 
ing agreeably  to  mathematical  principles.  Thefe 
velTels  draw  to  a  fharp  point  at  each  end,  inclin- 
ing upwards  from  the  centre.  Their  prows  are 
from  three  to  five  feet  in  height,  proportioned 
to  the  dimenfions  of  the  boats,  highly  polifhed 
or  carved,  with  a  curve  at  the  upper  end.  Both 
the  infides  and  outfides  of  thefe  boats  are  as 
fmooth'  as  glafs,  except  towards  the  outfide  gun- 
nel, which,  by  way  of  ornament,  is  fometimes 
cut  length-wife,  into  grooves. 

It  was  for  fome  time  a  matter  of  wonder  to 
me,  how  the  barbarians  of  the  Niccabar  Iflands, 
v/ith  fo  very  imperfecft  inflruments  as  edged 
ftones,  rrd  pieces  of  hoops  or  old  iron  fpikes, 
could  excavate  fo  large  trees,  and  form  them 
into  neat  canoes.  But  I  afterwards  difcovered, 
that  not  only  the  more  rugged  and  laborious 
part  of  the  work,  but  alfo  the  polifh,  is  cfFeded 
chiefly  by  a  dextrous  application  of  the  power 
of  fire ;  a  method  which  is  alfo  ufed  by  the  Ca- 
ribbs  of  America,  but  lefs  elegantly,  in  hollow- 
ing their  canoes  and  pcttiaugres.  They  ufe  not 
cither  iron  or  wooden  nails  in  any  carpenter's 
work  ;  all  jundures  are  performed  by  twigs,  or 
ligaments  made  of  the  bark  of  trees.  Their 
cargoes  are  lodged  within  the  boat ;  and  the 
whole  vefTel  is  overlaid  with  pieces  of  timber 
acrofs,  about  two  inches  in  diameter,  at  the  dif- 
tancc  of  about  four  or  five  inches  afunder,  which 
are  tied  dcxtroufly  to  the  gunnel ;  except  at  cer- 
tain fpaces,  where  they  are  left  loofe  for  the  pur- 
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pofe  of  getting  at  what  is  in  the  hold.  Upon  this 
platform  fit  the  paddlers,.  fteeiTmen,  and  paffen- 
gers  ;  here  ai'b  they  ftovv  their  more  bulky 
goods  :  our  fhip's  water  cafks  were  carried  on 
{hore,  and  brought  on  board  in  this  manner. 
From  one  iide  of  the  boat,  a  machine  is  rigged 
out  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  lodged  upon 
the  water,  as  a  balance.  It  is  a  fimple  contriv- 
ance, and  while  it  keeps  the  boat  perfe(5lly  fteady, 
does  not  greatly  impede  the  failing.  But  if  it 
fhould  happen  to  break,  loofe,  or  any  how  to 
give  way,  the  boat  muil  inevitably  overfet.  As 
the  length  and  weight  of  the  out-rigger,  though 
formed  of  a  light  buoyant  wood,  renders  any 
care  in  trimming  the  boat  needlefs,  people  move 
and  walk  in  it  with  as  much  freedom  as  they 
would  on  afhip's  deck. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands  are  evidently 
of  Malayan  extra6tion,  having  the  fame  features 
and  the  fame  complexions.  1  never  beheld  bet- 
ter formed  men.  They  are  remarkably  fquare, 
mufcular,  and  full  chefted-  Their  limbs  are 
proportioned  like  thofe  of  a  Grecian  or  Roman 
ftatue,  only  that  they  are  fomewhat  more  mufcu- 
lar in  the  calves  of  the  legs.  Their  flature  runs 
generally  from  five  feet  fix  to  five  feet  nine  inches. 
But  with  all  this  appearance  of  ftrength  and  ac-. 
tivity,  they  prxdife  neither,  and  do  not  fee.m  to 
know  that  they  pofTefs  them.  In  their  deport- 
ment they  are  the  moft  ferious  and  folem.n  peo- 
ple that  I  know  in  the  world.  TheW'Very  feldom 
fmile,  but  conftantky.  preferve  in  iheir  counten- 
ance a  grave  fererriLyv.'  Although  in  their  traffic 
they  have  often  bttn  defrauded  by  Kuropeans, 
T  2  as 
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as  I  was  convinced  by  fome  of  their  adions  and 
infinuations,  yet  they  do  not  indicate  a  fufpicious 
difpofition  -,  and  they  feem  naturally  inclined  to 
honefty  in  their  dealings.  Bt^fides  their  native 
tongue,  they  freak  a  kind  of  lingua  Franca, 
which  is  a  mixture  of  the  Portuguefe  and  Ma- 
layan hngung.  s.  I  could  never  difcover  the  na- 
ture of  their  religion  •,  but  I  fuppofe  it  is  the 
fame  with  that  of  the  natives  of  Sumatra,  a  fpe- 
cies  of  Paganifm.  They  appear  to  be  a  deliberate, 
cool,  fcnfible  people,  and  as  far  as  1  had  an  op- 
portunity of  obferving,  they  are  pundual  in  the 
performance  of  their  engagements. 

An  accident  happened  while  wc  were  among 
them,  which  difplayed  at  once  their  honefty  and 
their  humanity.  My  reverend  companion,  Mr, 
y — e,  and  the  furgeon  of  the  frigate,  went  on 
fhore  with  two  of  the  fhip's  mulkets  to  fhool; 
birds.  As  they  were  coming  off  in  the  evening 
in  one  of  the  country  boats  (for  the  Pintade  had 
no  boat)  in  which  were  a  few  water  calks  filled 
and  lafhed  upon  the  platforpi,  and  when  they 
were  at  the  diftance  of  about  half  a  mile  from 
both  the  Aiip  and  the  fhore,  the  furgeon  inconfi- 
derately  leaping  upoii  one  of  the  water  caflcs,  ei- 
ther loofed  or  overpoifed  the  balance,  and  inftant- 
ly  the  boat  over  fet.  Paddlers  and  paflengers 
were  immediately  afloat  in  about  fifteen  fathom 
water.  I  happened  at  that  very  moment  to  be 
looking  at  the  boat,  and  perceived  the  people 
fvvimming,  r.wto'ng  vvhom  1  could  clearly  diflin- 
puiili  mvMhiinefl:  friend  M*-.  ,Y — e.  We  were 
all  in  the  utmofb  diftrefs,  fjatjiwe  had  not  a  boat 
to  fend  to  their  relief :  but  in  an  inflant  v/c  difco- 
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vered  feveral  canoes,  rowing  from  fhore,  with 
unufual  fpeed  towards  the  fwimmers.  They 
took  Mr.  Y — e  and  the  furgeon  into  one  of  them, 
and  quickly  brought  them  on  board  the  Pintade, 
without  either  demanding  or  feeming  to  expcifl 
any  reward  for  their  trouble.  They  appeared 
happy  at  what  they  had  done,  and  in  the  bene- 
volent adl  itfelf,  to  enjoy  an  ample  recompence 
for  their  humanity.  The  water  cafks  were  alfo 
brought  on  board.  They  were  told,  that  by  the 
overfetting  of  the  boat  two  mufkets  were  loft, 
and  the  furgtron's  ihoes  and  filver  buckles.  The 
next  morning  a  boat  came  along  fide,  with  the 
two  muikets,  fhoe?,  and  buckles,  although  they 
had  often  before  folicited,  and  offered  any  thing 
in  their  pofTeffion,  for  a  mufket,  in  vain.  Thefe 
innocent  people  might  have  kept  the  articles 
they  found,  without  even  creating  a  fufpicion  of 
their  being  in  their  pofTefhon  •,  yet  they  returned 
them,  and  were  (o  honourable  in  this  matter, 
that  they  refufed  to  accept  any  compenfation, 
other  than  the  entertainment  they  received  in  the 
Pintade,  for  their  trouble. 

The  women  of  thefe  iflands  fometimes  row  ia 
the  boat  as  well  as  the  men  :  But  the  men  ap- 
peared to  be  of  jealous  difpofitions,  for  they 
feldom  allowed  them  to  come  into  the  Hiip  ;  and 
when  they  did  allow  them,  it  was  with  reludance, 
and  in  confequence  of  the  importunity  of  female 
curiofity.  It  was  alfo  owing  to  the  paiTion  of 
jealoufy,  I  fuppofe,  that  the  women  were  very 
feldom  vifible  on  fhore.  I  was  furprifed  to  find, 
among  the  inhabitants  of  tliedic  iiland?,  fo  mtaxf. 
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ruptured  perfons.  I  was  unable  to  form  any  con- 
jecture concerning  this  matter.  There  were  fe- 
veral  of  them  who  h-.d  fcorbutic  fymptotns  on 
their  fkins  :  this  i  afcribed  to  the  quantities  of  fi(h 
they  eat,  and  watry  yams.  I  could  never  difco- 
ver  the  caufe,  why  they  eretft  their  houfes  or 
huts  upon  pofts,  raifed  feveral  feet  above  the 
furfaceof  the  earth,  to  which  they  mount  with 
ladders  which  are  removeable  at  pleafure,  and 
which,  I  fuppofe,  thev  lodge  with  the  family 
within  the  houfe  at  night.  I  have  not  learned 
that  there  are  in  the  Niccabar  iflands,  any  fero- 
cious animals  which  might  render  this  precaution 
neccfTary. — Thus  we  find  in  the  Niccabar  iflands, 
the  origin  of  columns,  and  their  fimpleft  form, 
which  the  progrefs  of  tafte  and  of  art  has  improv- 
ed into  the  rnoft  beautiful  ornament  within  the 
compafs  of  architedure. 

I  have  often  wondered  that  our  Eafl:  India 
Company  never  turned  their  attention  to  theL 
iflands,  the  pofl*eflion  of  which  would,  in  fo  ma- 
ny refpedls,  contribute  to  the  fecurity  and  advan- 
tage of  their  trade  and  navigation  in  thofe  regi- 
ons and  feas.  This  ncgled,  however,  will  not 
appear  allonifhing,  when  we  confider  the  fcanda- 
lous  inattention  of  the  Company's  fervants  to  ob- 
jeds  of  ftill  greater  moment. 

I  have  not  been  at  the  Andaman  Iflands,  which 
lie  higher  up  in  the  gulph,  and  nearly  oppofite 
to  Pegu  and  the  weft  of  Siam.  The  inhabitants 
of  thefe  fertile  iflands,  are  reprefented  by  Euro- 
peans in  India,  as  favage,  fierce,  and  not  to  be 
approached  without  danger.  But  I  have  been 
well  informed,  that  the  Andamanians  are  not  na- 
turally 
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turally  ferocious  :  but,  having  been  barbaroufly 
ufed  by  Europeans,  as  well  as  defrauded,  they 
regard  them  as  their  enemies,  and  whenever  they 
fee  them,  they  fly  from  their  approach  ;  and  if 
purfued,  they  refift.  The  mojR:  outrageous  vio- 
lence having  been  repeatedly  committed  by  Eu- 
ropeans on  the  men  of  Andaman,  and  alfo  on 
their  families,  it  is  not  any  wonder  that  they 
have  loft  all  confidence  in  the  perpetrators  of  the 
greateft  enormities. 

This  people  are  of  a  black  complexion,  and 
have  woolly  hair.  They  are  faid  to  have  de- 
fcended  from  fome  CafFres  or  negroes  who  were 
brought  as  (laves  from  the  CafFrayan  coaft  of 
Africa  ;  but  who,  either  by  chance,  or  vigorous 
exertion,  emancipated  themfelves  on  thefe  if- 
lands.  If,  by  fomc  mild  method,  the  prejudices 
againft  Europeans  were  removed  from  the  minds 
of  the  inhabitants,  the  Andaman  iflands  might 
be  made  commodious  places  of  refrefhment  up- 
on prefTmg  occafions,  and  might  perhaps  furnifh 
fome  articles  of  trade. 
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